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PREFACE 

T     O      T    H    E 

HISTORY 


OF       THE 


Four  Lafl  Years  of  QJTEEN  ANNE'S  Reign. 


HAVING  written  the  following  Hiftory 
at  Windfor,  in  the  happy  reign  of  her 
Majefty  Queen  Anne,  of  ever  glorious, 
blefied,  and  immortal  memory;  I  refolved  to 
publifh  it  for  the  fatisfaction  of  my  fellow-fubjects 
in  the  year  1713  :  But  being  under  a  neceffity  of 
going  to  Ireland,  to  take  pofieffion  of  the  Deanry 
of  St  Patrick's,  Dublin,  I  left  the  original  with 
the  minifters  ;  and  having  ftaid  in  that  kingdom 
not  above  a  fortnight,  I  found,  at  my  return,  that 
.my  Lord  Treafurer  Oxford,  and  the  Secretary 
my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  were  then  unhap- 
pily upon  very  ill  terms  with  each  other,  could 
not  agree  upon  publifiiing  it,  without  fome  al- 
terations, which  I  would  not  fubmit  to.  "Where- 
upon I  kept  it  by  me  until  her  Majefty's  death, 
which  happened  about  a  year  after. 
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I  have  ever  fince  preferred  the  original  very 
fafely  ;  too  well  knowing  what  a  turn  the  world 
would  take  upon  the  German  Family's  fucceed- 
ing  to  the  crown  ;  which  indeed  was  their  un- 
doubted right,  having  been  eftablifhed  folemnly 
by  the  act  of  an  undifputed  Parliament,  brought 
into  the  Houfc  of  Commons  by  Mr  Harley,  who 
was  then  Speaker. 

But  as  I  have  faid,  in  another  difcourfe,  it  was 
very  well  underftood  fome  years  before  her  Ma- 
jefty's  death,  how  the  new  King  would  aft,  im- 
mediately upon  his  entrance,  in  the  choice  of 
thofe  (and  thofe  alone)  whom  he  refolved  to 
truft ;  and  confequently  what  reports  would  in- 
duftrioufly  be  railed,  as  well  as  fpread,  to  expofe 
the  proceedings  of  her  Majefty  herfelf,  as  well  as 
of  her  fervants  ;  who  have  been  ever  fince  blaft- 
ed  as  enemies  to  the  prefent  eftablifhment,  by 
the  moft  ignorant  and  malicious  among  mankind. 

Therefore,  as  it  was  my  lot  to  have  been  daily 
converfant  with  the  perfonsthen  in  power;  never 
abfent  in  times  of  bufinefs  or  converfation,  until 
a  few  weeks  before  her  Majefty 's  death ;  and  a 
\vitnefs  of  almoft  every  ftep  they  made  in  the 
courfe  of  their  adminiftration ;  I  muft  have  been 
very  unfortunate,  not  to  be  better  informed  than 
thofe  miferable  pamphleteers,  or  their  patrons, 
could  pretend  to.  At  the  fame  time,  I  freely 
confefs,  it  appeared  neceflary,  as  well  as  natural, 
upon  fuch  a  mighty  change  as  the  death  of  a  So- 
vereign, that  thofe  who  were  to  be  in  power  up- 
on 
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on  the  fucceffion,  and  refolved  to  aft  in  every 
p;irt  by  a  direcl:  contrary  fyftem  of  politics,  fhould 
load  their  predeceffors  with  as  much  infamy,  as 
the  moft  inveterate  malice  and  envy  could  fug- 
geft,  or  the  moft  ftupid  ignorance  and  credulity 
in  their  underlings  could  fwallow. 

Therefore,  as  I  pretend  to  write,  with  the  ut*. 
moft  impartiality,  the  following  Hiftory  of  the 
four  laft  years  of  her  Majefty's  reign,  in  order  to 
undeceive  prejudiced  perfons  at  prefent,  as  well 
as  pofterity ;  I  am  perfuaded  in  my  Own  mind,  as 
likewife  by  the  advice  of  my  oldeft  and  wifeft 
friends,  that  I  am  doing  my  duty  to  God  and 
man,  by  endeavouring  to  fet  future  ages  right  in 
their  judgment  of  that  happy  reign ;  and,  as  a 
faithful  hiftorian,  I  cannot  fuffer  falfehoods  to 
run  on  any  longer,  not  only  againft  all  appearance 
of  truth  as  well  as  probability,  but  even  againft 
thofe  happy  events,  which  owe  their  fuccefs  to 
the  very  meafures  then  fixed  in  the  general  peace. 

The  materials  for  this  Hiftory,  befides  what  J 
have  already  mentioned,  I  mean  the  confidence 
repofed  in  me  for  thefe  four  years,  by  the  chief 
perfons  in  power)  were  extracted  out  of  many 
hundred  letters  written  by  our  ambaffadors  abroad, 
and  from  the  anfwers  as  well  as  inftructions  fent 
them  by  our  fecretaries  of  ftate,  or  by  the  firft 
minifter  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  The  former  were 
all  originals,  and  the  latter  copies  entered  into 
books  in  the  fecretaries  office,  out  of  both  which 
I  collected  all  that  I  thought  convenient ;  not  to 
A  2  mention 
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mention  feveral  memorials  given  me  by  the  mini- 
fters  at  home.  Further,  I  was  a  conftant  witnefs 
and  obferver  of  all  that  patted,  and  entered  every 
particular  of  any  confequence  upon  paper. 

I  was  fo  far  from  having  any  obligation  to  the 
crown,  that,  on  the  contrary,  her  Majefty  ifiued 
a  proclamation,  offering  300!.  to  any  perfon  who 
would  difcover  the  author  of  a  certain  Ihort  trea- 
tife  *,  which  the  Queen  well  knew  to  have  been 
written  by  me.  I  never  received  one  fhilling 
from  the  minifter,  or  any  other  present,  except 
that  of  a  few  books  -,  nor  did  I  want  their  affift- 
ance  to  fupport  me.  I  very  often  dined  indeed 
with  the  Treafurer  and  Secretary  ;  but  in  thofe 
days,  that  was  not  reckoned  a  bribe,  whatever  it 
may  have  been  at  any  time  fmce.  I  abfolutely 
refufed  to-  be  chaplain  to  the  Lord  Treafurer  i 
becaufe  I  thought  it  would  ill  become  me  to  be  ia 
a  ftate  of  dependence. 

I  fay  this,  to  fhew,  that  I  had  no  other  bias 
than  my  own  opinion  of  perfons  and  affairs.  I 
preferved  feveral  of  the  oppofite  party  in  their 
employments,  who  were  perfons  of  wit  and  learn- 
ing ;  particularly  Mr  Addifon  and  Mr  Congreve, 
neither  of  whom  were  ever  in  any  danger  from 
the  Treafurer,  who  much  efteemed  them  both ; 
and,  by  his  Lordfhip's  commands,  I  brought  the 
latter  to  dine  with  him.  Mr  Steele  might  have 
been  fafe  enough,  if  his  continually  repeated  in- 
difcretion,  and  a  zeal  mingled  with  fcurrilitieSj 
had  not  forfeited  all  title  to  lenity. 

I 
*  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whig.5. 


1  know  very  well  the  numberlefs  prejudices  of 
weak  and  deceived  people,  as  well  as  the  malice  of 
thofe,  who,  to  ferve  their  own  intcreft  or  ambi- 
tion, have  caft  off  all  religion,  morality,  juftice, 
and  common  decency.  However,  although  per- 
haps I  may  not  be  believed  in  the  prefent  age,  yet 
I  hope  to  be  fo  in  the  next,  by  all  who  will  bear 
any  regard  for  the  honour  and  liberty  of  England, 
if  either  of  thefe  ihall  then  fubfift  or  not. 

I  have  no  intereft,  or  inclination,  to  palliate 
the  miftakes  or  omiflions,  or  want  of  fteadinefs, 
or  unhappy  mifunderftandings  among  a  few  of 
thofe  who  then  prefided  in- affairs. 

Nothing  is  more  common,  than  the  virulence 
of  fuperficial  and  ill-informed  writers,  againft 
the  conduit  of  thofe  who  are  now  called  Prime 
Minifters :  And,  fince  factions  appear  at  pre- 
fent to  be  at  a  greater  height  than  in  any  former 
times,  although,  perhaps,  not  fo  equally  poifed  ; 
it  may  probably  concern  thofe  who  are  now  in 
their  height,  if  they  have  any  regard  for  their 
own  memories  in  future  ages,  to  be  lefs  warm 
ngainft  others  who  humbly  differ  from  them  in 
fome  ftate  opinions.  Old  perfons  remember,  at 
leaft  by  tradition,  the  horrible  prejudices  that  pre- 
vailed againft  the  firft  Earl  of  Clarendon,  whofe 
character,  as  it  now  ftands,  might  be  a  pattern 
for  all  minifters  ;  although  even  Bifhop  Burnet 
of  .Sarum,  whofe  principles,  veracity,  and  man- 
ner of  writing,  are  fo  little  efteemed  upon  many 
accounts,  hath  been  at  the  pains  to  vindicate  him, 
A  3  Upon 
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Upon  that  irreparable  breach  between  the 
Treafurer  and  Secretary  Bolingbroke,  after  my 
utmoft  endeavours,  for  above  two  years,  to  re- 
concile them ;  I  retired  to  a  friend  in  Berkfhire, 
where  I  ftaid  untill  her  Majefty's  death  ;  and 
then  immediately  returned  to  my  ftation  in  Du- 
blin, where  I  continued  about  twelve  years  with- 
out once  feeing  England.  I  there  often  reviewed 
the  following  Memoirs  ;  neither  changing  nor 
adding,  further  than  by  correcting  the  ftyle : 
And  if  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  miftakes,  they 
muft  be  of  fmall  moment ;  for  it  was  hardly 
poffible  I  could  be  wrong  informed,  with  all  the 
advantages  I  have  already  mentioned. 

I  fhall  not  be  very  uneafy  under  the  obloquy,, 
that  may,  perhaps,  be  caft  upon  me  by  the  vio- 
lent leaders  and  followers  of  the  prefent  prevail- 
ing party.      And  yet,   I  cannot  find  the  leaft  in- 
confiftence  with  confcience  or  honour,  upon  the 
death  of  fo  excellent  a  Princefs  as  her  late  Maje- 
fly,  for  a  wife  and  good  man  to  fubmit,  with  a 
true  loyal  heart,  to  her  lawful  Proteftant  fuc- 
ceflbr ;  whofe  hereditary  title  was  confirmed  by 
the  Queen  and  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  with 
the  greateft  unanimity,  after  it  had  been  made 
an  article  in  the  treaty,  that  every  prince  in  our 
alliance  fhould  be  a  guarantee  of  that  fuccefiion. 
Nay,  I  will  venture  to  go  one  ftep  farther ;  That 
if  the  negotiators  of  that  peace  had  been  chofen 
out  of  the  moft  profeffed  zealots  for  the  intereft 
of  the  Hanover  family,   they  could  not    have 

bound 
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bound  up  the  French  King,  or  the  Hollanders, 
more  ftriclly,  than  the  Queen's  plenipotentiaries 
did  in  confirming  the  prefent  fucceflion  ;  which 
was  in  them  fo  much  a  greater  mark  of  virtue 
and  loyalty,  becaufe  they  perfectly  well  knew, 
that  they  fhould  never  receive  the  leaft  mark 
of  favour,  when  the  fucceffion  had  taken  place. 


AN 


A    N 

ENQUIRY 

Into  the  BEHAVIOUR  of  the 

QJJEEN's   LAST   MINISTRY, 

WITH    RELATION    TO    THEIR 

QUARRELS  among  themfelves,  and  the  DESIGN 
charged  upon  them  of  altering  the  Succeffion 
of  the  Crown. 

JUNE  M,Dcc,x-7. 


SINCE  the  death  of  the  Queen,  it  was  rea- 
fonable  enough  for  me  to  conclude,  that  I 
had  done  with  all  public  affairs  and  fpeculations : 
Betides,  the  fcene  and  ftation  I  am  in,  have 
reduced  my  thoughts  into  a  narrow  compafs : 
And  being  wholly  excluded  from  any  view  of 
favour  unde^  the  prefent  adminiftration,  upon 
that  invincible  reafon  of  having  been  in  fome  de- 
gree of  truft  and  confidence  with  the  former  ; 
I  have  not  found  the  transition  very  difficult  in- 
to 
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to  a  private  life,  for  which  I  am  better  qualified 
both  by  nature  and  education. 

The  reading  and  enquiring  after  news  not  be- 
ing one  of  my  diversions,  having  always  difliked 
a  mixed  and  general  converfation,  which,  how- 
ever it  fell  to  my  lor,  is  now  in  my  power  to 
avoid ;  and  being  placet!,  by  the  duties  of  my 
function,  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  feat  of 
hufinefs ;  I  am  altogether  ignorant  of  many 
common  events  which  happen  in  the  world  : 
Only,  from  the  little  I  know  and  hear,  it  is  ma- 
nifeft  that  the  hearts  of  moft  men  are  filled  with: 
doubts,  fears,  and  jealoufies,  or  elfe  with  hatred 
and  rage,  to  a  degree  that  there  feems  to  be  an 
end  of  all  amicable  commerce  between  people 
of  different  parties;  and  what  the  confequences 
of  this  may  be,  let  thofe  confider  who  have  con- 
tributed to  the  caufes :  Which,  1  thank  God,  is 
no  concern  of  mine. 

There  are  two  points,  with  reference  to  the 
conduct  of  the  late  Miniftry,  much  infifted  on, 
and  little  underftood  by  thofe  who  write  or  talk, 
upon  that  fubject ;  wherein  I  am  fufficiently 
qualified  to  give  fatisfaction  ;  and  would  gladly 
do  it,  becaufe  I  fee  very  much  weight  laid  upon, 
each,  and  moft  men's  opinions  of  perfons  and 
things  regulated  accordingly. 

About  two  months  before  the  Queen's  death, 
having  loft  all  hopes  of  any  reconcilement  be- 
tween the  Treafurer  and  the  reft  of  the  miniftry  ; 
I  retired  into  the  country,  to  await  the  hTue  of  that 

conflict, 


conflict,  which  ended,  as  every  one  had  reafon 
to  forefee,  in  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  difgrace  ;  to 
whom  the  Lord  Bolingbroke  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  as  firft  miniiter  :  And  I  was  told,  that  an 
Earldom  and  the  Garter  were  intended  for  him 
in  a  fortnight,  and  the  Treafurer's  ftaffagainft 
the  next  Seffion  of  Parliament ;  of  which  I  can 
fay  nothing  certain,  being  then  in  Berkshire,  and 
receiving  this  account  from  Tome  of  his  friends. 
But  all  thefe  fchemes  became  foon  abortive,  by 
the  death  of  the  Queen,  which  happened  in 
three  days  after  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  removal. 

Upon  this  great  event,  I  took  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity of  withdrawing  to  my  place  of  refidence  j 
and  rejoiced  as  much  as  any  man,  for  his  Maje- 
fby's  quiet  accefilon  to  the  throne  ;  to  which  I 
then  thought,  and  it  has  fince  appeared  indifput- 
able,  that  the  peace  procured  by  the  late  miniftry 
had,  among  other  good  effects,  been  highly  in- 
ftrumental.  And,  I  thank  God,  I  have  been 
ever  fince  a  loyal  humble  fpectator  during  all  the 
changes  that  have  happened,  although  it  were  no 
fecret  to  any  man  of  common  fagacity,  that  his 
prefent  Majefty's  choice  of  his  fervants,  when- 
ever he  fhould  happen  to  fucceed,  would  be  de- 
termined to  thofe  who  mod  oppofed  the  pro- 
ceedings during  the  four  laft  years  of  his  prede- 
cefibr's  reign  :  And  I  think  there  hath  not  fince 
happened  one  particular  of  any  moment,  which 
the  min ifters  did  not  often  mention  at  their 
tables,  as  what  they  certainly  expected,  from  the 

difpofitions 


diipofitions  of  the  Court  at  Hanover,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  party  at  home,  which,  upon  all 
occafions,  publicly  difapproved  their  proceedings, 
excepting  only  the  attainder  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  ;  which,  indeed,  neither  they  nor  I,  nor, 
I  believe,  any  one  perfon  in  the  three  kingdoms, 
did  ever  pretend  to  forefee  ;  and,  now  it  is  done, 
it  looks  like  a  dream  to  thofe,  who  will  confider 
the  noblenefs  of  his  birth,  the  great  merits  of  his 
anceftors,  and  his  own ;  his  long  unfpotted  loyal- 
ty, his  aftability,  generofity,  and  fweetnefs  of  na- 
ture. I  knew  him  long  and  well,  and,  except- 
ing the  frailties  of  his  youth,  which  had  been 
for  fome  years  over,  and  that  eafinefs  of  temper, 
which  did  fometimes  lead  him  to  follow  the 
judgment  of  thofe  who  had,  by  many  degrees, 
lefs  underfbanding  than  himielf ;  I  have  not  con- 
verfed  with  a  more  faultlefs  perfon  ;  of  great 
juftice  and  charity  j  a  true  fenfe  of  religion, 
without  oftentation  ;  of  undoubted  valour,  tho- 
roughly fkilled  in  his  trade  of  a  foldier  ;  a  quick 
and  ready  apprehenfion,  with  a  good  lhare  of 
underftanding,  and  a  general  knowledge  in  men 
and  hiftory,  although  under  fome  difadvantage 
by  an  invincible  modefty,  which  however  could 
not  but  render  him  yet  more  amiable  to  thofe 
who  had  the  honour  and  happinefs  of  being 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  him.  This  is  a 
fliort  imperfect  character  of  that  great  perfon 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  is  now  attainted  for 
high  treafon  ;  and,  therefore,  I  fhall  not  pre- 
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•fume  to  offer  one  fyllable  in  his  vindication,  up- 
on that  head,  againft  the  decifion  of  a  Parlia- 
ment. Yet  this,  -I  think,  may  be  allowed  me 
to  believe,  or  at  leaft  to  hope,  that  when,  by 
the  direct  and  repeated  commands  of  the  Queen 
his  miftrefs,  he  committed  thofe  faults  for  which 
he  hath  now  forfeited  his  country,  his  titles, 
and  his  fortune  ;  he  no  more  conceived  himfelf 
to  be  acling  high  treafon,  than  he  did  when  he 
was  wounded  and  a  prifoner  at  Landen,  for  his 
Sovereign  King  William,  or  when  he  took  and 
burned  the  enemy's  fleet  at  Vigo. 

Upon  this  occafion,  although  I  am  'fenfible  it 
is  an  old  precept  of  wifdom  to  admire  at  nothing 
in  human  Mfe ;  yet  I  confider,  at  the  fame  time, 
how  eafily  fome  men  arrive  to  the  practice  of 
this  maxim,  by  the  help  of  plain  ftupidity  or 
ill-nature,  without  any  ftrain  of  philofophy  :  And 
although  the  uncertainty  of  human  things  be 
one  of  the  moft  obvious  reflections  in  morality ; 
yet,  fuch  unexpected,  fudden,  and  fignal  in- 
ftances  of  it,  as  have  lately  happened  among  us, 
are  fo  much  out  of  the  ufual  form,  that  a  wife 
man  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  ftart  and  look 
afide,  as  at  a  fudden  and  violent  clap  of  thunder, 
which  is  much  more  frequent,  and  more  natural. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  lament  my  own  par- 
ticular misfortune  ;  who,  having  fingled  out 
three  perfon-s  from  among  the  reft  of  mankind, 
on  whofe  friendfhip  and  protection  I  might  de- 
pend ;  whofe  converfation  I  moft  valued,  and 
i  chiefly 
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chiefly  confined  myfelf  to  ;  fhould  live  to  fee 
them  all,  within  the  coinpafs  of  a  year,  accufed 
of  high  treafon  ;  two  of  them  attainted  and  in 
exile,  and  the  third  under  his  trial,  whereof  God 
knows  what  may  be  the  iflue.  As  my  own  heart 
was  free  from  all  treafonable  thoughts,  fo  I  did 
little  imagine  myfelf  to  be  perpetually  in  the  com- 
pany of  traitors.  But  the  fa/hion  of  this  world 
paj/eth  away.  Having  already  faid  fomething  of 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  I  fhnll  add  a  little  towards 
the  characters  of  the  other  two.  It  happens  to 
very  few  men,  in  any  age  or  country,  to  come 
into  the  world  with  fo  many  advantages  of  na- 
ture and  fortune,  as  the  late  Secretary  Boling- 
broke  :  Defcended  from  the  beft  families  in  Eng- 
land, heir  to  a  great  patrimonial  eftate,  of  a 
found  conftkution,  and  a  moft  graceful,  amiable 
perfon  :  But  all  thefe,  had  they  been  of  equal 
value,  were  infinitely  below,  in  degree,  to  the 
accompli foments  -of  his  mind,  which  was  adorn- 
ed with  the  choiceft  gifts  that  God  hath  yet 
thought  fit  to  beftow  upon  the  children  of  men  j 
a.  ftrong  memory,  a  clear  judgment,  a  vaft  range 
of  wit  and  fancy,  a  thorough  comprehenfion, 
an  invincible  eloquence,  with  a  moft  agreeable 
elocution.  He  had  well  cultivated  all  thefe  ta- 
lents by  travel  and  ftudy,  the  latter  of  which 
he  feldorn  omitted,  even  in  the  midft  of  his 
pleafures,  of  which  he  had  indeed  been  too  great 
and  criminal  a  purfuer :  For,  although  he  was 
perfuaded  to  leave  off  intemperance  in  wine,  which 
VOL.  XI.  B  he 
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he  did  for  fome  time  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he 
feemed  rather  abftemious  ;  yet  he  was  faid  to  al- 
low himfelf  other  liberties,  which  can  by  no  means 
be  reconciled  to  religion  or  morals  ;  whereof,  I 
have  reafon  to  believe,  he  began  to  be  fen- 
iible.  But  he  was  fond  of  mixing  pleafure 
and  bufinefs,  and  of  being  efteemed  excellent  at 
both  ;  upon  which  account  he  had  a  great  refpect 
for  the  characters  of  Alcibiades  and  Petronius, 
efpecially  the  latter,  whom  he  would  gladly  be 
thought  to  referable.  His  detractors  charged  him 
with  fome  degree  of  affectation,  and,  perhaps, 
not  altogether  without  grounds  ;  fince  it  was 
hardly  poffible  for  a  young  man,  with  half  the 
bufinefs  of  the  nation  upon  him,  and  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  whole,  to  efcape  fome  tincture  of 
that  infirmity.  He  had  been  early  bred  to  bu- 
finefs, was  a  moft  artful  negociator,  and  perfect- 
ly underftood  foreign  affairs.  But  what  I  have 
often  wondered  at  in  a  man  of  his  temper,  was 
his  prodigious  application,  whenever  he  thought 
it  necefTary  ;  for  he  would  plod  whole  days  and 
nights,  like-  the  loweft  clerk  in  an  office.  His 
talent  of  fpeaking  in  public,  for  which  he  was 
fo  very  much  celebrated,  I  know  nothing  of, 
except  from  the  informations  of  others  •,  but  un- 
derftanding  men,  of  both  parties,  have  aflured 
me,  that,  in  this  point,  in  their  memory  and 
judgment,  he  was  never  equalled.  . 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  is  a  perfon  of  as  much 
virtue,  as  can  poffibly  confift  with  the  love  of 

power ; 
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power  j  and  his  love  of  power  is  no  greater  than 
what  is  common  to  men  of  his  fuperior  capaci- 
ties ;  neither  did  any  man  ever  appear  to  value 
It  lefs,  after  he  had  obtained  it,  or  exert  it  with 
more  moderation.     He  is  the  only  inftance  that 
ever  fell  within  my  memory,  or  obfervation,  of 
a  perfon  paffing  from  a  private  life,  through  the 
feveral  ftages  of  greatnefs,  without  any  perceive- 
able  impreffion  upon  his  temper  or  behaviour. 
As  his  own  birth  was  illuftrious,  being  defcended 
from  the  heirs-general  of  the  Veres  and  the  Mor- 
timers, fo  he  feemed  to  value  that  accidental  ad- 
vantage  in   himfelf,    and   others,  more   than    it 
could  pretend  to  deferve.    He  abounded  in  good- 
nature, and  good-humour  ;  although  fubject  to 
paffion,  as  I  have  heard  it  affirmed  by  others, 
and  owned  by  himfelf ;  which,  however,  he  kept 
under  the  ftricteft  government,  till  towards  the 
end  of  his   miniftry,  when  he   began    to    grow 
fouredj  and  to  fufpect  his  friends;   and,  perhaps, 
thought  it  not  worth  his   pains    to   manage  any 
longer.     He  was  a  great  favourer  of  men  of  wit 
and  learning  ;   particularly  the  former,  whom  he 
careffed  without  diftinclion  of  party,  and  could 
not  endure   to  think  that   any  of  them  fhould 
be   his  enemies ;    and  it  was   his  good    fortune 
that  none  of  them  ever  appeared  to  be  fo  ;  at 
leaft  if  one  may  judge  by  the  libels  and  pamph- 
lets published  againft  him,  which  he  frequently 
read,  by  way  of  amufement,  with  a  moft  un- 
indifference :    Neither  do  I  remember 
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ever  to  have  endangered  his  good  opinion  fo 
much,  as  by  appearing  uneafy  when  the  dealers 
in  that  kind  of  writing  firft  began  to  pour  out 
their  fcurrilities  againft  me  ;  which,  he  thought, 
was  a  weaknefs  altogether  inexcufable  in  a  man. 
of  virtue  and  liberal  education.  He  had  the 
greateft  variety  of  knowledge  that  I  have  any 
where  met ;  was  a  perfect  mafter  of  the  learned 
languages,  and  well  {killed  in  divinity.  He  had 
a  prodigious  memory,  and  a  moft  exact  judg- 
ment. Jn  drawing  up  any  ftate  paper,  no  man 
had  more  proper  thoughts,  or  put  them  in  fo 
ftrong  and  clear  a  light.  Although  his  ftyle  was 
not  always  correct,  which,  however,  Jie  knew 
to  mend  ;  yet,  often,  to  fave  time,  he  would 
leave  the  fmaller  alterations  to  others.  I  have 
heard  that  he  fpoke  but  feldom  in  parliament,  and 
then  rather  with  art  than  eloquence  :  But  no 
man  equalled  him  in  the  knowledge  of  our  con- 
ftitution  ;  the  i-eputation  whereof  made  him  be 
chofen  Speaker  to  three  fucceffive  parliaments  ; 
which  office  I  have  often  heard  his  enemies  allow 
him  to  have  executed  with  univerfal  applaufe  : 
His  fagacity  was  fuch,  that  I  could  produce  very 
amazing  instances  of  it,  if  they  were  not  unfea- 
fonable.  In  all  difficulties,  he  immediately  found 
the  true  point  that  was  to  be  purfued,  and  ad- 
hered to  it  :  And  one  or  two  others  in  the  mini- 
ftry  have  confefled  very  often  to  me,  that  after 
having  condemned  his  opinion,  they  found  him 
in  the  right,  and  themfclves  in  the  wrong.  He 

was 
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was  utterly  a  ftranger  to  fear  ;  and,  confequently, 
had  a  prefence  of  mind  upon  all  emergencies. 
His  liberality,  and  contempt  of  money,  were 
fuch,  that  he  almoft  ruined  his  eftate  while  he 
was  in  employment ;  yet  his  avarice  for  the  pu- 
blic was  fo  great,  that  it  neither  confifted  with 
the  prefeut  corruptions  of  the  age,  nor  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  time.  He  was  feldom  miftaken 
in  his  judgment  of  men,  and  therefore  not  apt 
to  change  a  good  or  ill  opinion  by  the  reprefent- 
ation  of  others ;  except  toward  the  end  of  his 
miniftry.  He  was  affable  and  courteous,  ex- 
tremely eafy  and  agreeable  in  convention,  and 
altogether  difengaged ;  regular  in  his  life,  with 
great  appearance  of  piety  ;  nor  ever  guilty  of 
any  exprefilons,  that  could  poffibly  tend  to  what 
was  indecent  or  prophane.  His  imperfections 
were,  at  leaft,  as  pbvious,  although  not  fo  nume- 
rous as  his  virtues.  He  had  an  air  of  fecrecy  in 
his  manner  and  countenance,  by  no  means  pro- 
per for  a  great  minifter,  becaufe  it  warns  all  men 
to  prepare  againft  it.  He  often  gave  no  anfwer 
at  all,  and  very  feldom  a  direct  one  :  And  I  the 
rather  blame  this  refervednefs  of  temper,  becaufe 
I  have  known  a  very  different  practice  fucceed 
much  better  :  Of  which,  among  others,  the  late 
Earl  of  Sunderland,  and  the  prefent  Lord  Som- 
mers,  perfons  of  great  abilities,  are  remarkable 
inftances ;  who  ufed  to  talk  in  fo  frank  a  man- 
ner, that  they  feemed  to  difcover  the  bottom  of 
their  hearts,  and,  by  that  appearance  of  confi- 
B  3  Jence,, 
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dence,  would  eafily  unlock  the  breafts  of  others. 
But  the  Earl  of  Oxford  pleads,  in  excufe  of  this 
charge,  that  he  hath  feldom  or  never  communi- 
cated any  thing  which  was  of  importance  to  be 
concealed,  wherein  he  hath  not  been  deceived  by 
the  vanity,  treachery,  or  indifcretion  of  thofe  he 
difcovered  it  to.  Another  of  his  imperfections, 
univerfally  known  and  complained  of,  was  pro- 
craftination,  or  delay  ;  which  was,  doubtlefs, 
natural  to  him,  although  he  often  bore  the  blame 
without  the  guilt,  and  when  the  remedy  was 
not  in  his  power  ;  for  never  were  prince  and  mi- 
nifter  better  matched,  than  his  fovereign  and  he, 
upon  that  article :  And,  therefore,  in  the  difpo- 
fal  of  employments,  wherein  the  Queen  was  very 
abfolute,  a  year  would  often  -pafs  before  they 
could  come  to  a  determination.  I  remember  he 
was  likewife  heavily  charged  with  the  common 
court  vice,  of  promifing  very  liberally,  and  fel- 
doai  performing  ;  of  which  although  I  cannot 
altogether  acquit  him,  yet,  I  am  confident,  his 
intentions  were  generally  better  than  his  difap- 
pointed  folicitors  would  believe.  It  may  be  like- 
wife faid  of  him,  that  he  certainly  did  not  value, 
or  did  not  underftand  the  art  of  acquiring 
friends  j  having  made  very  few  during  the  time 
of  his  power,  and  contracted  a  great  number  of 
enemies.  Some  of  us  ufed  to  obferve,  that  thofe 
whom  he  talked  well  of,  or  fuffered  to  be  often 
near  him,  were  not  in  a  fituation  of  much  ad- 
vantage ;  and  that  his  mentioning  others  with 
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contempt,  or  diflike,  was  no  hindrance  at  all  to 
their  preferment.  I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon 
this  great  man's  character,  becaufe  I  have  ob- 
ferved  it  fo  often  miftaken  by  the  wife  reafoners 
of  both  parties  :  Beiides,  having  had  the  honour, 
for  ahnoft  four  years,  of  a  nearer  acquaintance 
with  him,  than  ufually  happens  to  men  of  my 
level,  and  this  without  the  leaft  mercenary  obli- 
gation ;  I  thought  it  lay  in  my  power,  as  I  am 
fure  it  is  in  my  will,  to  reprefent  him  to  the 
world  with  impartiality  and  truth. 

Having  often  confidered  the  qualities  and  dif- 
pofitions  of  thofe  two  minifters,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
think  how  it  fhould  come  to  pafs,  that  men  of 
exalted  abilities,  when  they  are  called  to  public 
affairs,  are  generally  drawn  into  inconveniencies 
and  misfortunes,  which  others,  of  ordinary  ta- 
lents, avoid  ;  whereof  there  appear  fo  many  ex- 
amples, both  ancient  and  modern,  and  of  our 
own  as  well  as  other  countries.  I  cannot  think 
this  to  have  been  altogether  the  effect  of  envy,  as 
it  is  ufually  imputed  in  the  cafes  of  Themiftocles, 
Ariftides,  Scipio,  and  others,  and  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  the  Earls  of  Clarendon  and  Stafford, 
here  in  England.  IJut  I  look  upon  it,  that  God, 
intending  the  government  of  a  nation  in  the 
feveral  branches  and  fubordinations  of  power, 
hath  made  the  fcience  of  governing  fufficiently 
obvious  to  common  capacities  ;  otherwife  the 
world  would  be  left  in  a  defolate  condition,  if 
great  affairs  did  always  require  a  great  genius, 
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whereof  the  moft  fruitful  age  will  hardly  pro- 
duce above  three  or  four  in  a  nation,  among 
which,  princes,  who,  of  all  other  mortals,  are 
the  worft  educated,  have  twenty  millions  to  one 
againft  them  that  they  fhall  not  be  of  the  num- 
ber ;  and  proportionable  odds,  for  the  lame 
reafons,  are  againft  every  one  of  noble  birth,  or 
great  eftates.  Accordingly  we  find,  that  the 
dullefl  nations,  ancient  and  modern,  have  not 
wanted  good  rules  of  policy,  or  perfons  quali- 
fied for  adminiftration.  But  I  take  the  infeli- 
city of  fuch  extraordinary  men  to  have  been 
caufed  by  the  neglect  of  common  forms,  toge- 
ther with  the  contempt  of  little  helps  and  little 
hinderances ;  which  is  made  by  Hobbes  die  de- 
finition of  Magnanimity  :  And  this  contempt,  as 
it  certainly  difpleafes  the  people  in  general,  fo  it 
giveth  offence  to  all  with  whom  fuch  minifters 
have  to  deal :  For,  I  never  yet  knew  a  minifter, 
who  was  not  earneftly  deiirous  to  have  it  thought, 
lhat  the  art  of  government  was  a  moft  profound 
fcience ;  whereas  it  requires  no  more,  in  reality, 
than  diligence,  honefty,  and  a  moderate  lhare  of 
plain  natural  fenfe.  And  therefore,  men  thus 
qualified,  may  very  reafonably  and  juftly  think, 
that  the  bufinefs  of  the  world  is  beft  brought 
about  by  regularity  and  forms,  wherein  them- 
felves  excell.  For  I  have  frequently  obferved 
more  caufes  of  difcontent  arife  from  the  practice 
of  fome  refined  minifters,  to  act  in  common  bu- 
finefs, out  of  the  common  road,  than  from  all. 

the 


the  ufual  topics  of  clifpleafure  againft  men  rn 
power.  It  is  the  fame  thing  in  other  fcenes  of 
life,  and  among  all  focieties  or  communities  ; 
where  no  men  are  better  trufted,  or  have  more 
fuccefs  in  bufincfs,  than  thofe  who,  with  fome 
honefty,  and  a  moderate  portion  of  underftand- 
ing,  are  ftrict  obfervers,  of  time,  place,  and 
method  :  And,  on  the  contrary,  nothing  is  moi>e 
apt  to  expofe  men  to  the  cenfure  and  obloquy 
of  their  colleagues,  and  the  public,  than  a  con- 
tempt or  neglect  of  thefe  circumfhinces,  however 
attended  with  a  fuperior  genius,  and  an  equal 
defire  of  doing  good  :  Which  hath  made  me 
fometimes  fay,  to  a  great  perfon  of  this  latter 
character,  that  a  fmall  infuiion  of  the  Alderman 
was  neceffary  to  thofe  who  are  employed  in  pu- 
blic affairs.  Upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  for- 
get a  very  trifling  inftance  :  That  one  day  ob- 
ferving  the  fame  perfon  to  divide  a  flieet  of  pa- 
per with  a  penknife,  the  fharpnefs  of  the  inftru- 
ment  occafioned  its  moving  fo  irregularly  and 
crooked,  that  he  fpoiled  the  whole  flieet  \  where- 
upon 1  advifed  him  to  take  example  by  his  clerks, 
who  performed  that  operation  much  better  with 
a  blunt  piece  of  ivoi-y,  which,  directed  by  a  little 
ftrength,  and  a  fteady  hand,  never  failed  to  go 
right. 

But,  to  return  from  this  long  digreffion  : 
About  a  fortnight  after  the  Queen's  death,  I 
came  to  my  place  of  refidence,  where  I  was  im- 
mediately attacked  with  heat  enough  by  feveral 
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of  my  acquaintance  of  both  parties  ;  and  foon 
learned,  that  what  they  objected,  was  the  gene- 
ral fenfe  of  the  reft.  Thofe  of  the  church-fide 
made  me  a  thoufand  reproaches  upon  the  flow- 
nefs  and  inactivity  of  my  friends,  upon  their 
foolifti  quarrels  with  each  other,  for  no  viable 
caufe,  and  thereby  facrificing  the  interefts  of  the 
church  and  kingdom  to  their  private  piques. 
And  that  they  had  neglected  to  cultivate  the 
favour  and  good  opinion  of  the  court  at  Hano- 
ver. But  the  weight  of  thefe  gentlemen's  dif- 
pleafure  fell  upon  the  Earl  of  Oxford  ;  that  he 
had  acted  a- trimming  part,  was  never  thorough- 
ly in  the  intereft  of  the  church,  but  held  fepa- 
rate  commerce  with  the  adverfe  party  :  That, 
either  from  his  negligence,  procraftinating  na- 
ture, or  fome  finifter  end,  he  had  let  flip  ma- 
ny opportunities  of  ftrengthening  the  church's 
friends  :  That  he  undertook  more  bufinefs  than 
he  was  equal  to,  affected  a  monopoly  of  power, 
and  would  concert  nothing  with  the  reft  of  the 
minifters.  Many  facts  were  likewife  mentioned, 
which  it  may  not  now  be  very  prudent  to  re- 
peat :  I  fhall  only  take  notice  of  one,  relating  to 
Ireland,  where  he  kept  four  bifhoprics  undif- 
pofed  of,  though  often  moft  earneftly  preflcd  to 
have  them  filled  ;  by  which  omifiion,  the  church- 
intereft  of  that  kingdom,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
js  in  danger  of  being  irrecoverably  loft. 

Thofe  who  difcourfed  with  me  after  this  man- 
ner, did,  at  the  fame  time,  utterly  renounce  all 
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regard  for  the  Pretender  ;  and  mentioned,  with 
pleafure,  the  glorious  opportunity,  then  in  his 
Majefty's  hands,  of  putting  an  end  to  party- 
diftincYions  for  the  time  to  come  :  And  the  only 
apprehenfion  that  feemed  to  give  them  any  un- 
eafinefs,  was,  left  the  zeal  of  the  party  in  power 
might  not,  perhaps,  reprefent  their  loyalty  with 
advantage. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  gainers,  and  men  in 
hopes  by  the  Queen's  death,  talked  with  great 
freedom  in  a  very  different  ftyle  :  They  all  di- 
rectly aflerted,  that  the  whole  late  miniftry  were 
fully  determined  to  bring  in  the  Pretender,  al- 
though they  would  fometimes  a  little  demur  up- 
on the  Earl  of  Oxford  ;  and  by  a  more  modern 
amendment,  they  charged  the  fame  accufation, 
without  any  rcferve,  upon  the  late  Queen  her- 
felf :  That,  if  her  Majefty  had  died  but  a  month 
later,  our  ruin  would  have  been  inevitable.  But 
in  that  juncture  it  happened,  (to  ufe  their  own 
term,  which  I  could  never  prevail  with  them  to 
explain)  things  were  not  ripe.  That  this  accufa- 
tion would,  in  a  fhort  time,  infallibly  be  proved 
as  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon-day  to  all  the  world  : 
And  the  confequences  naturally  following  from 
thefe  pofitions,  were,  that  the  leaders  ought  to 
lofe  their  heads,  and  all  their  abettors  be  utterly 
ftript  of  power  and  favour. 

Thefe  being  the  fentiments  and  difcourfes  of 
both  parties,  tending  to  load  the  late  miniftry 
with  faults  of  a  very  different  nature  ;  it  may, 
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perhaps,  be  either  of  fome  ufe  or  fatisfaftion  to 
examine  thofe  two  points ;  that  is  to  fay,  firft, 
how  far  thefe  minifters  are  anfwerable  to  their 
friends,  for  -their  neglect,  mifmanagement,  and 
mutual  difTentions ;  and,  fecondly,  with  what 
juftice  they  are  accufed,  by  their  enemies,  for 
endeavouring  to  alter  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown 
in  favour  of  the  Pretender. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  I  have  occafionally  done 
this  already  in  two  feveral  Treatifes,  of  which  the 
one  is  an  hiftory,  and  the  other  memoirs,  of 
particular  facts  5  but  neither  of  them  fit  to  fee 
the  light  at  prefent,  becaufe  they  abound  with 
characters  freely  drawn,  and  many  of  them  not 
very  amiable  j  and,  therefore,  intended  only  for 
the  inftrucling  of  the  next  age,  and  eftablifhing 
the  reputation  of  thofe  who  have  been  ufeful  to 
their  country  in  the  prefent.  At  the  fame  time, 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  afTuring  thofe  who 
may  happen,  fome  years  hence,  to  read  the  hiftory 
I  have  written,  that  the  blackeft  characters  to 
be  met  with  in  it,  were  not  drawn  with  the  leaft 
mixture  of  malice,  or  ill  will,  but  merely  to 
expofe  the  odioufnefs  of  vice.  For  I  have  always 
held  it  as  maxim,  that  ill  men  are  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  an  hiftorian,  who  indeed  hath  it  in 
his  power  to  reward  virtue,  but  not  to  punilh 
vice  :  Becaufe  I  never  yet  faw  a  profligate  perfon, 
whofeemedto  have  the  leaft  regard  in  what  man- 
ner his  name  mould  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity: 
And  I  know  a  certain  Lord*,  not  long  fince 
i  dead, 
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dead,  who,  I  am  very  confident,  would  not  have 
difpofed  of  one  fingle  (hilling,  to  have  had  it  in 
his  choice,  whether  he  fhould  be  reprefented  to 
future  ages,  as  an  Atticus^  or  a  Gatalinc. 

However,  being  firmly  refolved,  for  very  ma- 
terial reafons,  to  avoid  giving  the  leaft  offence 
to  any  party  or  perfon  in  power  j  I  (hall  barely 
fet  down  fome  facts  and  circumftances,  during 
the  four  laft  years  of  Queen  Anne's  reign, 
which  at  prefent  are  little  known  ;  and  whereby 
thofe  of  the  church-party,  who  object  againft 
the  unfteadinefs,  neglect,  and  want  of  concert 
in  the  late  miniftry,  may  better  account  for  their 
faults.  Moft  of  thofe  facts  I  can  bear  witnefs  of 
myfclf,  and  have  received  the  reft  from  fufficient 
authority. 

It  is  moft  certain,  that  when  the  Queen  firft 
began  to  change  her  fervants,  it  was  not  from  a 
diflike  of  things,  but  of  perfons, — and  thefe  per- 
fons  were  a  very  fmall  number.  To  be  more 
particular,  would  be  iticedere  per  ignes.  It  was 
the  iilue  of  Dr  Sacheverel's  trial,  that  encouraged 
her  to  proceed  fo  far ;  and  feveral  of  the  Low- 
church  party,  knowing  that  her  difpleafure  went 
no  further  than  againft  one  fingle  family,  did 
not  appear  to  diflike  what  was  done ;  of  which 
I  could  give  fome  *  extraordinary  inftances.  But 
that  famous  trial  had  raifed  fuch  a  fpirit  in  the 
nation,  againft  the  parliament,  that  her  Majefty 
thought  it  necefTary  to  diffolve  them,  which, 
VOL.  XI.  C  I 
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I  am  confident,  fhe  did  not  at  firft  intend. 
Upon  this  refolution,  delivered  by  the  Queen, 
at  council,  in  a  more  determinate  manner  than 
was  ufual  with  her ;  as  I  was  particularly  inform- 
ed by  my  Lord  Sommers,  then  prefident  ;  fome, 
who  were  willing  to  facrifice  one  or  two  perfons, 
would  not  facrifice  their  caufe,  but  immediately 
flew  off;  and  the  great  officers  of  the  court  and 
kingdom  began  to  refign  their  employments, 
which  the  Queen  fuffered  moft  of  them  to  do 
•with  the  utmoft  regret,  and  which  thofe  who 
knew  her  beft  thought  to  be  real,  efpecially  Lord 
Sommers  and  Lord  CoAvper,  for  whom  (he  had 
as  great  a  perfonal  regard  and  efteem,  as  her 
nature  was  capable  of  admitting,  particularly  for 
the  former.  The  new  parliament  Avas  called 
during  that  ferment  in  the  nation,  and  a  great 
majority  of  the  church-party  was  returned  with- 
out the  leaft  afliftance  from  the  court  ;  whether 
to  gain  a  reputation  of  impartiality,  Avhere  they 
were  fecure ;  or,  as  Mr  Harley's  detraclors  would 
have  it,  (who  was  then  minifter)  from  a  refine- 
ment of  his  politics,  not  to  fufFer,  upon  the 
account  of  I  know  not  what  wife  reafons,  too 
great  an  inequality  in  the  balance. 

When  the  parliament  met,  they  foon  began  to 
difcover  more  zeal  than  the  Queen  expected  or 
defired :  She  had  entertained  the  notion  of  form- 
ing a  moderate  or  comprehenfive  fcheme,  which 
fhe  maintained  with  great  firmnefs ;  nor  would 
;vcr  depart  from,  until  about  half  a  year  before 
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her  death  :  But  this  neither  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, nor  the  kingdom  in  general,  were  then  at 
ail  inclined  to  admit,  .whatever  they  may  have 
been  in  any  juncture  fince  :  Several  country- 
members,  to  almoft  a  third  part  of  the  Houfe, 
began  immediately  to  form  themfelves  into  a 
body,  under  a  fantaftic  name  of  the  Ociober- 
club.  Thefe  daily  prefTed  the  miniftry  for  a  tho- 
rough change  in  employments,  and  were  not 
put  off  without  jealoufy  and  difcontent.  I  re- 
member it  was  then  commonly  underftood  and 
expected,  that  when  the  feffion  ended,  a  general 
removal  would  be  made  :  But  it  happened  other- 
wife  ;  for  not  only  few  or  none  were  turned 
out,  but  much  deliberation  was  ufed  in  fup- 
plying  common  vacancies  by  death.  This  man- 
ner of  proceeding  in  a  prime  minifter,  I  confefs, 
appeared  to  me  wholly  unaccountable,  and  with- 
out example  ;  and  I  was  little  fatisfied  with  the 
folution  I  had  heard,  and  partly  knew,  that  he 
acted  thus  to  keep  men  at  his  devotion,  by  lett- 
ing expectation  lie  in  common  ;  for  I  found  the 
effect  did  not  anfwer,  and  that  in  the  mean-time 
he  led  fo  uneafy  a  life,  by  folicitations  and  pur- 
fuits,  as  no  man  would  endure  who  had  a  reme- 
dy at  hand.  About  the  beginning  of  his  mini- 
ftry, I  did,  at  the  requeft  of  feveral  considerable 
perfons,  take  the  liberty  of  reprefenting  this  mat- 
ter to  him.  His  anfwer  was  {hort  and  cold  :  Thar 
he  hoped  his  friends  would  truft  him  ;  that  he 
heartily  wifhed  none  but  thofe  who  loved  the 
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church  and  Queen,  were  employed ;  but  that  all 
things  could  not  be  done  on  a  fudden.  I  have 
reafon  to  believe,  that  his  neareft  acquaintance 
were  then  wholly  at  a  lofs  what  to  think  of  his 
conduft.  He  was  forced  to  preferve  the  opinion 
of  power,  without  which  he  could  not  a&,  while 
in  reality  he  had  little  or  none  •,  and,  befkles,  he 
thought  it  became  him  to  take  the  burthen  of  re- 
proach upon  himfelf,  rather  than  lay  it  upon  the 
Queen  his  miftrefs,  who  was  grown  very  pofi- 
tive,  flow,  and  fufpicious  ;  and,  from  the  opinion 
of  having  been  formerly  too  much  directed,  fell 
into  the  other  extreme,  and  became  difficult  to 
be  advifed :  So  that  few  minifters  had  ever  per- 
haps a  harder  game  to  play,  between  the  jealou- 
fy  and  difcontents  of  his  friends  on  one  fide, 
and  the  management  of  the  Queen's  temper  011 
the  other. 

There  could  hardly  be  a  firmer  friendfhip,  in 
appearance,  than  what  I  obferved  between  thofe 
three  great  men,  who  were  then  chiefly  trufted  : 
I  mean  the  Lords  of  Oxford,  Bolingbroke,  and 
Harcourt.  I  remember,  in  the  infancy  of  their 
power,  being  at  the  table  of  the  firft,  where  they 
were  all  met,  I  could  not  forbear  taking  notice  of 
the  great  affection  they  bore  to  each  other  ;  and 
faid,  I  would  venture  to  prophecy,  that  how- 
ever inconftant  our  court  had  hitherto  been, 
their  miniftry  would  certainly  laft  ;  for  they  had 
the  church,  the  crown,  and  the  people,  entirely 
on  their  fide.  Then  it  happened,  that  the  public 
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good,  and  their  private  intereft,  had  the  fame  bot- 
.iom,  which  is  a  piece  of  good  fortune  that  doth 
not  always  fall  fo  the  (hare  of  men  in  power  : 
But,  principally,  becaufe  I  obferved  they  heartily 
loved  one  another  ;  and  I  did  not  fee  how  their 
kindnefs  could  be  difturbed  by  competition,  fince 
each  of  them  feemed  contented  with  his  own 
diftrift  :  So  that,  notwithftanding  the  old  maxim, 
which  pronounccdi  court -friendships  to  be  of  no 
long  duration,  I  was  confident  their's  would  laft 
as  long  as  their  lives.  But,  it  feems,  the  inventor 
of  thrt  m;ixim  happened  to  be  a  little  wifer  than 
I,  who  lived  to  fee  this  friendihip  firir.  degenerate 
into  inditll'rence  and  fufpicion,  and  thence  cor- 
rupt into  the  greater!  animofity  and  hatred ; 
contrary  to  all  appearances,  and  much  to  the  dif- 
credit  of  me  and  my  fagacity.  By  what  degrees,, 
und  from  what  caufes  their  diffentions  grew,  I 
(hall,  as  far  as  it  may  be  fufe  and  convenient, 
very  impartially  relate. 

When  Mr  Barley  was  ftabbed  by  Guifcard, 
the  writer  of  a  weekly  paper  called  the  Examiner, 
taking  occafion  to  reflect  011  that  accident,  hap- 
pened to  let  fall  an  idle  circumftance,  I  know  not 
upon  what  grounds,  that  the  French  aflaffin  con- 
fefted  he  at  firft  intended  to  have  murdered 
Mr  Secretary  St  John  ;  who  fitting  at  too  great 
a  diftance,  he  was  forced  to  vent  his  rage  on  the 
other.  Whether  the  fecretary  had  been  thus 
informed,  or  was  content  that  others  ihould 
believe  it,  I  never  yet  could  learn  :  But  nothing 
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could  be  more  unfortunate,  than  the  tendency  of 
fuch  a  report,  which,  by  a  very  unfair  divifion, 
derived  the  whole  merit  of  that  accident  to  Mr 
St  John,  and  left  Mr  Harley  nothing  but  the 
danger  and  the  pain  :  Of  both  which  although 
he  had  a  fufficient  fhare,  (his  phyficians  being 
often  under  apprehenfions  for  his  life)  yet  I  am 
confident  the  time  of  his  illnefs  was  a  period  of 
more  quiet  and  eafe,  than  he  ever  enjoyed  during 
the  reft  of  his  adminiftration.  This  report  was 
not  unrefented  by  Mr  Harley's  friends  ;  and  the 
rather  becaufe  the  fact  was  directly  otherwife,  as 
it  foon  appeared  by  Guifcard's  confeffion. 

While  that  minifter  lay  ill  of  his  wound,  and 
his  life  in  queftion,  the  weight  of  bufinefs  fell, 
in  fome  meafure,  upon  the  Secretary,  who  was 
not  without  ambition  ;  which,  I  confefs,  I  have 
feldom  found  among  the  wants  of  great  men  : 
And  it  was  conceived,  that  he  had  already  enter- 
tained the  thoughts  of  being  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  in  cafe  Mr  Harley  fliould  die  ;  although, 
at  the  fame  time,  I  muft  do  juftice  to  Mr  St 
John,  by  repeating  what  he  faid  to  me  with 
great  appearance  of  concern,  (and  he  was  but  an 
ill  diffembler)  That,  if  Mr  Harley's  accident 
ihould  prove  fatal,  it  would  be  an  irreparable 
lofs :  That,  as  things  then  ftood,  his  life  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  :  That,  as  to  himfelf,  he  was 
not  mafter  of  the  fcheme  by  which  they  were  to 
proceed,  nor  had  credit  enough  with  the  Queen; 
neither  did  he  fee  how  it  would  be  poffible  for 
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them,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  wade  through  the  diffi- 
culties they  were  then  under.  However,  not  to 
be  over  particular  in  fo  nice  a  point,  thus  much 
is  certain,  that  fome  things  happened  during  Mr 
Harley's  confinement,  which  bred  a  coldnefs  and 
jealoufy  between  thofe  two  great  men  ;  and  thefe, 
increafing  by  many  fubfequent  accidents,  could 
never  be  removed. 

Upon  Mr  Harley's  recovery,  which  was  foon 
followed  by  his  promotion  to  an  earldom,  and 
the  Treafurer's  ftaff,  he  was  earneftly  prefled  to 
go  on  with  the  change  of  employments,  for 
which  his  friends  and  the  kingdom  were  very 
impatient ;  wherein,  I  am  confident,  he  was  not 
unwilling  to  comply,  if  a  new  incident  had  not 
put  further  difficulties  in  his  way.  The  Queen 
having  thought  fit  to  take  the  key  from  the 
Duchefs  of  Maryborough,  it  was,  after  fome 
time,  given  to  another  great  Lady  *,  wholly  in 
the  interefts  of  the  oppofite  party  ;  who,  by  a. 
moft  obfequious  behaviour,  of  which  fhe  is  a 
perfect  miftrefs,  and  the  privileges  of  her  place 
which  gave  her  continual  accefs,  quickly  won  fo 
far  upon  the  affections  of  her  Majefty,  that  Ihe 
had  more  perfonal  credit  than  all  the  Queen's 
fervants  put  together.  Of  this  Lady's  character 
and  ftory  having  fpoken  fo  much  in  other 
papers,  which  may  one  day  fee  the  light,  I  fhall 
only  obferve,  that,  as  foon  as  fhe  was  fixed  in 
her  ftation,  the  Queen,  following  the  courfe  of 
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her  own  nature,  grew  daily  much  more  difficult 
and  uncomplying.  Some  weak  endeavours  were, 
indeed,  ufed  to  divert  her  Majefty  from  this 
choice  ;  but  fhe  continued  fteady,  and  pleaded, 
that  if  Ihe  might  not  have  liberty  to  chufe  her 
own  fervants,  fhe  could  not  fee  what  advantage 
fhe  had  gotten  by  the  change  of  her  mini  ft  ry  : 
.And  fo  little  was  her  heart  fet  upon  what  they 
call  a  High-church  or  Tory  administration,  that 
feveral  employments  in  court  and  country,  and 
a  great  majority  in  all  commiffions,  remained  in 
the  hands  of  thofe  who  moft  oppofed  the  prefent 
proceedings  :  Nor  do  I  remember  that  any  re- 
moval of  confequence  was  made,  till  the  winter 
following,  when  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  was 
pleafed  to  prepare  and  offer  a  vote,  in  the  Houft 
of  Lords,  againft  any  peace,  while  Spain  conti- 
nued in  the  hands  of  the  Bourbon  family.  Of 
this  vote  the  minifters  had  early  notice  ;  and,  by 
cafting  up  the  numbers,  concluded  they  ihmtld 
have  a  majority  of  ten  to  overthrow  it.  The 
Queen  was  deilred,  and  promifed,  to  fpeak  to 
a.  certain  Lord  who  was  looked  upon  as  dubious. 
That  Lord  attended  accordingly  j  but  heard  not 
a  word  of  the  matter  from  her  Majefty,  although 
(he  afterwards  owned  it  was  not  for  want  of  re- 
membering, but  from  perfect  indifference.  The 
Treafurer,  who  trufted  to  promifes,  and  reckon- 
ed that  others  Would  truft  to  his,  was,  by  a  moft 
unfcafonable  piece  of  parfimony,  grofsly  deceiv- 
ed j  and  the  vote  carried  againft  the  court.  The 

Queen 
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Queen  had  the  curiofity  to  be  prefent  at  the 
debate ;  and  appeared  fo  little  difpleafed  at  the 
event,  or  againft  thofe  from  whom  £he  might 
have  expected  more  compliance,  that  a  *  per- 
fon  in  high  ftation  among  her  domeftics,  who, 
that  day  in  her  prefence,  had  {hewn  his  utmoft 
eloquence  (fuch  as  it  was)  againft  the  minifters, 
received  a  particular  f  mark  of  diftinclion  and 
favour,  which,  by  his  poft,  he  could  not  pre- 
tend to ;  and  was  not  removed  from  her  fervice, 
but  with  exceeding  difficulty,  many  months  af- 
ter. And  it  is  certain,  that  this  vote  could  not 
have  been  carried,  if  fome  perfons  very  near  her 
Majefty,  had  not  given  afllirances  where  they 
were  proper,  that  it  would  be  acceptable  to  the 
Queen,  which  her  behaviour  feemed  to  confirm. 
But  when  the  eonfequences  of  this  vote  were 
calmly  reprefented  to  her,  That  the  limitation 
fpecilied  therein  had  wholly  tied  up  her  hands,  in 
cafe  the  recovery  of  Spain  (hould  be  found  im- 
poffible,  as  it  was  frequently  allowed  and  owned 
by  many  principal  leaders  of  the  oppofite  party, 
and  had  hitherto  been  vainly  endeavoured,  either 
by  treaty  OF  war  :  That  the  kingdom  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  bear  any  longer  its  burthen  and 
charge,  efpecially  with  annual  additions  :  That 
other  expedients  might  pofiibly  be  found,  for  pre- 
venting France  and  Spain  from  being  united  un- 
der the  fame  king,  according  to  the  intent  and 

letter 
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letter  of  the  grand  alliance:  That  the  defign  of  this 
vote  was  to  put  her  Majefty  under  the  necefilty 
of  dhTolving  the  parliament,  beginning  all  things 
a-new,  and  placing  the  adminiftration  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  whom  fhe  had  thought  fit  to  lay 
afide,  and  this  by  facrificing  her  prefent  fervants 
to  the  rage  and  vengeance  of  the  former ;  with 
many  other  obvious  confiderations,  not  very  pro- 
per at  this  time  to  be  repeated.  Her  Majefty,  who 
was  earneftly  bent  upon  giving  peace  to  her  peo- 
ple, confented  to  fall  upon  the  fole  expedient, 
that  her  own  coldnefs,  or  the  Treafurer's  thrift, 
and  want  or  contempt  of  artifice,  had  left  her  j 
which  was,  to  create  a  number  of  peers,  fufficient 
to  turn  the  balance  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  I 
confefs,  that,  in  my  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  where 
this  matter,  among  others,  is  treated  with  a 
great  deal  more  liberty,  and  confequently  very 
unfit  for  prefent  perufal,  I  have  refined  fo  far 
as  to  conjecture,  that,  if  this  were  the  Trca- 
iurer's  counfel,  he  might  poffibly  have  given  it 
upon  fome  further  views,  than  that  of  avoiding 
the  confequences  of  my  Lord  Nottingham's  vote. 
And  what  thofe  were,  I  fuppofe,  I  may  ofler 
without  offence.  It  is  known  enough,  that, 
from  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  to  the  period  I 
am  now  fpeaking  of,  the  favour  of  the  court 
was  almoft  perpetually  turned  towards  thofe,  who, 
in  the  party-term,  are  called  Whigs,  or  the 
Low-church  ;  and  this  was  a  fpace  of  above 
twenty  years,  wherein  great  additions  were  made 

to 
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to  the  Peerage,  and  the  Bifhops  bench  almoft 
wholly  renewed.  But  the  majority  of  landed 
men,  ftill  retaining  the  old  church  principles  in 
religion  and  government,  notwithstanding  all 
endeavours  to  convert  them,  the  late  King  was 
under  many  infuperable  difficulties  during  the 
courfe  of  his  reign  ;  elections  feldom  fucceeding 
fo  well,  as  to  leave  the  court-fide  without  ftre- 
nuous  oppofkion,  fufficient  to  carry  many  points 
againft  him,  which  he  had  much  at  heart.  Up- 
on the  late  Queen's  fucceeding  to  the  crown,  the 
church-party,  who  feemed  to  have  grown  more 
numerous  under  all  difcouragements,  began  to 
conceive  hopes,  that  her  Majefty,  who  had  al- 
ways profeiled  to  favour  their  principles,  would 
make  ufe  of  their  fervice.  And,  indeed,  upon 
that  footing  things  flood  for  fome  time :  But  a 
new  war  being  refolved  on,  three  perfons,  who 
had  moft  credit  with  her  Majefty,  and  who  were 
then  looked  upon  to  be  at  leaft  as  high  prin- 
cipled as  could  poffibly  confift  with  the  Pro- 
teftant  fucceffion,  having  confulted  their  friends, 
began  to  conceive  that  the  military  fpirit  was 
much  more  vigorous  hi  the  other  party,  who 
appeared  more  keen  againft  France,  more  fan- 
guine  upon  the  power  and  wealth  of  England, 
and  better  verfed  in  the  arts  of  finding  out 
funds,  to  which  they  had  been  fo  long  ufed. 
There  were  fome  other  motives  for  this  tranfi- 
tion  of  the  minifters  at  that  time,  which  are 
more  proper  for  the  Hiftory  above  mentioned, 

where 
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where  they  are  faithfully  recorded.  But,  thus 
the  Queen  was  brought  to  govern,  by  what  they 
call  a  Low-church  miniftry,  which  continued 
for  feveral  years  :  'Till  at  length  grown  weary 
of  the  war,  although  carried  on  with  great  glory 
and  fuocefs  •,  and  the  nation  rifing  into  a  flame, 
(whether  juftly  or  no)  upon  the  trial  of  Dr  Sa- 
cheverel,  which,  in  effect,  was  a  general  mufter 
of  both  parties  j  her  Majefty,  following  her  own 
inclinations,  and  thofe  of  her  people,  refolved  to 
make  fome  changes  in  the  rniniftry,  and  take 
Mr  Harley  into  her  councils.  This  was  brought 
about,  as  the  charge  againft  that  minifter  fays, 
by  the  bafeji  inftnuations  ;  upon  which,  being  a  de- 
termination of  Parliament,  I  fhall  not  difpute  : 
Although  I  confefs  to  have  received  a  very  dif- 
ferent account  of  that  matter  from  a  moft  ex- 
cellent Lady,  upon  whofe  veracity  I  entirely  de- 
pend •,  and  who,  being  then  in  chief  confidence 
with  her  miftrefs,  muft  needs  know  a  particular 
fact  wherein  fhe  was  immediately  concerned  and 
trufted,  better  than  any  one  man  or  number  of 
men,  except  the  majority  of  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. 

When  the  new  Parliament  met,  whofe  elec- 
tions were  left  entirely  to  the  people,  without 
the  leaft  influence  from  the  court,  it  plainly  ap- 
peared how  far  the  church  party  in  the  nation 
out-numbered  the  other,  and  efpecially  in  the 
feveral  counties.  But,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
even  after  fome  management,  there  was  but  a 
i  weak 
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iveak  and  crazy  majority  :  Nor  even  could  this 
have  been  expected,  if  feveral  great  Lords,  who 
were  always  reputed  of  the  other  party,  had  not 
only  complied,  but  been  highly  inftrumental 
hi  the  change  ;  as  the  Dukes  of  Shrewfbury  and 
Argyll,  the  Earls  of  Peterborough,  Rivers,  and 
fome  others,  who  certainly  came  into  the  Queen's 
rneafures  upon  other  motives  than  that  of  party. 
Now,  fince  the  government  of  England  cannot 
go  on  while  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  are  in 
oppofition  to  each  other ;  and  that  the  people, 
whenever  they  acted  freely,  would  infallibly  re- 
turn a  majority  of  church-men  :  One  of  thefe 
two  things  was  of  neceffity  to  be  done ;  either, 
firft  to  diflblve  that  Parliament,  and  call  another 
of  the  Whig-ftamp,  by  force  of  a  prodigious  ex- 
pence,  which  would  be  neither  decent  nor  fafe, 
and  perhaps,  at  that  time,  hardly  feafible  :  Or 
elfe,  to  turn  the  balance  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ; 
which,  after  the  luccefs  of  Lord  Nottingham's 
vote,  was  not  otherwife  to  be  done,  than  by 
creating  a  fufficient  number  of  peers,  in  order 
at  once  to  make  the  Queen  and  her  people 
eafy  upon  that  article  for  the  reft  of  her  reign. 
And  this  1  mould  be  willing  to  think  was  the 
Treafurer's  meaning,  when  he  advifed  thofe  ad- 
vancements -,  which,  however,  I  confefs,  I  did 
very  much  diflike. 

But  if,  after  all  I  have  faid,    my  conjecture 

fhould  happen  to  be  wrong  j  yet  I  do  not  fee 

how  the  Treafurer  can  juftly  be  blamed  for  pre- 
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ug  his  caufe,  his  friends,  and  himfelf,  from 
unavoidable  ruin,  by  an  expedient  allowed  on  all 
hands  to  be  lawful.  Periiaps,  he  was  brought 
under  that  neceffity,  by  the  want  of  proper  ma- 
nagement ;  but  when  that  neceffity  appeared,  he 
could  not  aft  otherwife,  without  unravelling 
whatever  had  been  done  ;  which,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  tliofe  times,  would  have  been  called, 
delivering  the  Queen  and  kingdom  back  into 
the  hands  of  a  faction  they  had  fo  lately  got  rid 
of.  And,  I  believe,  no  minifter  of  any  party 
would,  in  his  circumftances,  have  fcrupled  to 
make  the  fame  ftep,  when  the  fumma  rernm  was 
at  ftake. 

Although  the  Queen  was  brought  into  this 
meafure,  by  no  other  motive  than  her  earneft 
deiire  of  a  peace  ;  yet  the  Treafurer's  friends  be- 
gan to  prefs  him,  a-new,  for  further  changes  in 
employments ;  concluding,  from  what  was  paft, 
that  his  credit  was  great  enough  to  compafs 
whatever  he  pleafed.  But  this  proved  to  be  ill 
reafoning  ;  for  the  Queen  had  no  diflike  at  all 
to  the  other  party,  (whatever  perfonal  piques  fhe 
might  bear  to  fome  among  them)  further  than 
as  fhe  conceived  they  were  bent  upon  continuing 
the  war,  to  which  her  Majefty  relblved  to  put 
as  fpeedy  an  end  as  fhe  could  with  honour  and 
fafety  to  her  kingdoms  ;  and  therefore  fell,  with 
readinefs  enough,  into  the  methods  propofed  to 
her  for  advancing  that  great  work.  But,  in  dif- 
penfing  her  favours,  fhe  was  extremely  cautious 

and 
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and  flow  ;  and,  after  the  ufual  miftake  of  thofe 
who  think  they  have  been  often  impofed  on, 
became  fo  rery  fufpicious,  that  ihe  oveHhot  the 
mark,  and  erred  in  the  other  extreme.  When 
a  perfon  happened  to  be  recommended  as  ufeful 
.  for  her  fervice,  or  proper  to  be  obliged,  perhaps, 
after  a  long  delay,  fhe  would  confent ;  but,  if 
the  Treafurer  offered,  at  the  fame  time,  a  war- 
rant, or  other  inftrument,  to  her  already  prepar- 
ed in  order  to  be  figned,  becaufe  he  prefumed  to 
reckon  upon  her  confent  before-hand,  fhe  would 
not  j  and  thus  the  affair  would  fometimes  lie  for 
feveral  months  together,  although  the  thing  were 
ever  fo  reafonable,  or  that  even  the  public  fuf- 
fcred  by  the  delay.  So  that  this  minifter  had  no 
other  remedy,  but  to  let  her  Majefty  take  her 
own  time,  which  never  failed  to  be  the  very 
longeft  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  could  fuffer 
her  to  defer  it. 

When  this  promotion  was  made,  Mr  Secretary 
St  John,  whofe  merits  and  pretenfions,  as  things 
then  flood,  were  far  fuperior  to  any,  was  pur- 
pofely  left  out,  becaufe  the  court  had  need  of 
his  great  abilities,  the  following  feflion,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  the  peace  being  then 
upon  the  anvil,  he  was  beft  able  to  explain  and 
juftiry  the  feveral  fteps  towards  it  ;  which  he  ac- 
cordingly did,  with  invincible  reafon,  and  univer- 
fal  applaufe.  When  the  feffion  was  over,  the 
Queen  thought  fit  to  give  him  a  title  ;  and,  that 
he  might  not  lofe  his  rank,  created  him  Vif- 
D  2  count. 
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count.  There  had  been  an  Earldom  in  his  name 
and  family,  lately  extinft  ;  (though  a  Barony 
fell  to  a  collateral  branch  in  the  perfon  of  an 
infant) ;  and  the  Secretary,  being  of  the  fame 
houfe,  expecled  and  defired  the  fame  degree. 
For  he  reafoned,  that,  making  him  a  Vifcount,  . 
would  be  but  rigorous  juftice,  and  he  hoped  he 
might  pretend  to  fome  mark  of  favour.  But  the 
Queen  could  not  be. prevailed  with;  becaufe,  to  fay 
the  truth,  he  was  not  much,  at  that  time,  in  her 
good  graces ;  fome  women  about  the  court  hav- 
ing infufed  an  opinion  into  her,  that  he  was  not 
io  regular  in  his  life  as  he  ought  to  be.  The 
Secretary  laid  the  whole  blame  of  this  difappoint- 
ment  upon  the  Earl  of  Oxford ;  and  freely  told 
me,  that  he  would  never  depend  upon  the  Earl'a 
friendship  as  long  as  he  lived,  nor  have  any  fur- 
ther commerce  with  him,  than  what  was  necef- 
fary  for  carrying  on  the  public  fervice.  And 
although  I  have  good  reafon  to  be  allured,  that 
the  Treafurer  was  wholly  innocent  in  this  point, 
as  both  himfelf  and  Lady  Mafham  then  protefted 
ro  me,  yet  my  Lord  Bolingbroke  thought  the 
appearances  were  fa  ftrong,  that  I  was  never  able 
to  bring  him  over  to  my  opinion. 

The  divifions  between,  thefe  two  great  men 
began  to  fplit  the  court  into  parties  :  Harcourt, 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  Dukes  of  Shrewfbury  and 
Argyll,  Sir  William  Windham,  and  one  or  two- 
more,  adhered  to  the  Secretary  ;  the  reft  were 
either  neuters,  or  inclined  to  the  Treafurer,  whe- 
ther 
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ther  from  policy  or  gratitude,  although  they  all 
agreed  to  blame  and  lament  his  myftcrious  and 
procrastinating  manner  in  acting  ;  which  the 
ftate  of  affairs,  at  that  time,  could  very  ill  admit, 
and  muft  have  rendered  the  Earl  of  Oxford  in- 
excufable,  if  the  Queen's  obftinate  temper  had 
not  put  him  under  the  neceflity  of  exerting  thofe 
talents,  wherewith,  it  muft  be  confeifed,  his  nature 
was  already  too  well  provided. 

This  minifter  had  ftronger  paffions  than  the 
Secretary,  but  kept  them  under  ftricter  govern- 
ment. My  Lord  Bolingbroke  was  of  a  nature 
frank  and  open  ;  and,  as  men  of  great  genius 
arc  fuperior  to  common  rules,  he  feldom  gave 
hiaifelf  the  trouble  of  difguiiing,  or  fubduing  his 
refentments,  although  he  was  ready  enough  to 
forget  them.  In  matters  of  ftate,  as  the  Karl  was 
too  referved,  fo,  perhaps,  the  other  was  too 
free ;  not  from  any  incontinency  of  talk,  but 
from  the  mere  contempt  of  multiplying  fecrets  ; 
although  the  graver  counfellors  imputed  this 
liberty  of  fpeech  to  vanity,  or  lightnefs.  And, 
upon  the  whole,  no  two  men  could  differ  more 
in  their  diveriions,  their  ftudies,  their  ways  of 
tranfacting  bufinefs,  their  choice  of  company,  or 
manner  of  converfation. 

The  Queen,  who  was  well  informed  of  thefe 
animofities  among  her  fervants,  of  which  her 
own  dubious  management  had  been  the  original 
caufe,  began  to  find  and  lament  the  ill  confe- 
quences  of  them  in  her  affairs,  both  at  home 
D  3  and 
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and  abroad,  and  to  lay  the  blame  upon  her  Trea- 
furer,*  whofe  greateft  fault,  in  his  whole  miniftryv 
was  too  much  compliance  with  his  Miftrefs,  by 
which  his  meafures  were  often  difconcerted,  and 
himfelf  brought  under  fufpicion  by  his  friends. 

I  am  very  confident,  that  this  alteration  in 
the  Queen's  temper,  towards  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford, could  never  have  appeared,  if  he  had  not 
thought  fit  to  make  one  ftep  in  politics,  whick 
I  have  not  been  able  to  apprehend.  When  the 
Queen  firft  thought  of  making  a  change  among1 
her  fervants,  after  Dr  Sacheverel's  trial,  my 
Lady  Mafham  was  very  much  heard  and  trufted 
upon  that  point,  and  it  was  by  her  intervention 
Mr  Harley  was  admitted  into  her  Majefty's  pre- 
fence.  That  Lady  was  then  in  high  favour  with 
her  Miftrefs,  which,  I  believe,  the  Earl  was  not 
fo  very  fedulous  to  cultivate  or  preferve,  as  if  he 
had  it  much  at  heart ;  nor  was  altogether  forry, 
when  he  faw  it  under  fome  degree  of  declination. 
The  reafons  for  this  muft  be  drawn -from  the 
common  nature  of  mankind,  and  the  incompati- 
bility of  power :  But  the  juncture  was  not  favour- 
able for  fuch  a  refinement,  becaufe  it  was  early 
known  to  all,  who  had  but  looked  into  the  court^ 
that  this  Lady  muft  have  a  fuccefibr,  who,  upon, 
pique  and  principle,  would  do  all  in  her  power 
to  obftrucl:  his  proceedings.  My  Lady  Mafham 
was  a  perfon  of  a  plain  found  underftanding  ;  of 
great  truth  and  fincerity,  without  the  leaft  mix- 
ture of  falfchood  or  difguife  j  of  an  honeft  bold- 
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nefs  and  corn-age,  fuperior  to  her  fex  ;  firm  and? 
difinterefted  in  her  friendfhip,  and  full  of  love, 
duty,  and  veneration,  for  the  Queen  her  Mif- 
trefs  :  talents  as  feldom  found,  or  fought  for  in 
a  court,  as  unlikely  to  thrive  while  they  are 
there  :  So  that  nothing  could  be  more  unfortu- 
nate to  the  public,  than  a  coldnefs  between  this 
lady  and  the  firft  minifter  ;  nor  a  greater  miftake 
in  the  latter,  than  to  fuffer  or  connive  at  the  lef- 
iening  of  her  credit,  which  he  quickly  faw  re- 
moved very  difadvantageoufly  to  another  *  ob- 
ject, and  wanted  the  effects  of,  when  his  own  was 
funk  in  the  only  domeftic  affair  for  which  I  ever 
knew  him  under  any  concern. 

While  the  Queen's  favour  to  the  Earl  was 
thus  gradually  leflening,  the  breaches  between 
him  and  his  friends  grew  every  day  wider,  which 
he  looked  upon  with  great  indifference,  and 
feemed  to  have  his  thoughts  only  turned  upon 
finding  out  fome  proper  opportunity  for  deliver- 
ing up  his  ftaff :  But  this  her  Majefty  would  not 
then  admit ;  becaufe,  indeed,  it  was  not  eafy  to 
determine  who  fhould  fucceed  him. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  difpofitions  at  court,  the 
Queen  fell  dangeroufly  fick  at  Windfor,  about 
Chriftmas  1713.  It  was  confidently  reported  in 
town,  that  fhe  was  dead  ;  and  the  heads  of  the 
expecting  party  were  faid  to  have  various  meet- 
ings thereupon,  and  a  great  hurrying  of  chairs 
and  coaches  to  and  from  the  Earl  of  Wharton's 

houfe. 
*  The  Duchcfs  of  Somerfct. 
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houfe.  Whether  this  were  true  or  not,  yet  thus 
much  is  certain,  that  the  expreflions  of  joy  ap- 
peared very  frequent  and  loud  among  many  of 
that  party  ;  which  proceeding  men  of  form  did 
not  allow  to  be  altogether  decent.  A  mefTenger 
was  immediately  difpatched,  with  an  account  of 
the  Queen's  illnefs,  to  the  Treafurer,  who  was 
then  in  town  ;  and,  in  order  to  ftop  the  report 
of  her  death,  appeared  next  day  abroad  in  his 
chariot  with  a  pair  of  horfes,  and  did  not  go 
down  to  Windfor  till  his  ufual  time.  Upon  his 
arrival  there,  the  danger  was  over,  but  not  the 
fright,  which  ftill  fat  on  every  body's  face ;  and 
the  account  given  of  the  confufion  and  diftrac- 
tion  the  whole  court  had  been  under,  is-  hardly 
to  be  conceived.  Upon  which  the  Treafurer  faid 
to  me,  "  Whenever  any  thing  ails  the  Queen, 
"  thefe  people  are  out  of  their  wits  j  and  yet 
"  they  are  fo  thoughtlefs,  that,  as  foon  as  fhe  is 
"  well,  they  act  as  if  fhe  were  immortal."  I  had 
fufficient  reafon,  both  before  and  fince,  to  allow 
his  observation  to  be  true,  and  that  fome  iliare  of 
it  might  with  juftice  be  applied  to  himfelf. 

The  Queen  had  early  notice  of  this  behaviour 
among  the  difcontented  leaders,  during  her  ill- 
nefs. It  was,  indeed,  an  affair  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, as  required  no  aggravation  j  which  how- 
ever would  not  have  been  wanting,  the  women 
of  both  parties,  who  then  attended  her  Majefty, 
being  well  difpofed  to  reprefent  it  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  light.  The  refult  was,  that  the  Queen  imme- 
diately 
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dlately  laid  afide  all  her  fchemes  and  vifions  of 
reconciling  the  two  oppofite  interefts,  and  enter- 
ed upon  a  firm  refolution  of  adhering  to  the  old 
Englifh  principles,  from  an  opinion  that  the  ad- 
verfe  party  waited  impatiently  for  her  death,  up- 
on views  little  confifting  (as  the  language  and  o- 
pinion  went  then)  with  the  fafety  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  either  in  church  or  ftate.  She,  therefore, 
determined  to  fall  into  all  jnft  and  proper  me- 
thods, that  her  niinifters  ihould  advile  her  to, 
for  the  prefervation  and  continuance  of  both. 
This  I  was  quickly  aiTured  of,  not  only  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  but  by 
the  Treafurer  himfelf. 

I  confffs  jnyfelf  to  have  been  then  thoroughly 
peiTuaded,  that  this  incident  would  perfectly  re- 
concile the  niinifters,  by  uniting  them  in  purfu- 
ing  one  general  intereft  j  and  confidering  no  far- 
ther than  what  was  fitted  to  be  done,  I  could  not* 
eafily  forefee  any  objections,  or  difficulties,  that 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  would  make.  I  had,  for 
fome  time,  endeavoured  to  cultivate  the  ftricteft 
friend&ip  between  him  and  the  *  General,  by 
telling  both  of  them,  (which  happened  to  be  the 
truth)  how  kindly  they  fpoke  of  each  other  ; 
and  by  convincing  the  latter,  of  what  advantage 
(uch  an  union  muft  be  to  her  Majefty's  fervicc. 
There  was  an  affair,  upon  which  all  our  friends, 
kid  a  more  than  ordinary  weight.  Among  the 
horfe  and  foot  guards  appointed  to  attend  on  the 
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Queen's  perfon,  feveral  officers  took  every  occa- 
fion,  with  great  freedom  and  bitternefs  of  fpeech, 
to  revile  the  miniftry,  upon  the  fubjcct  of  the 
peace  and  Pretender,  not  without  many  grofs 
expreflions  againft  the  Queen  herfelf  ;  fuch  as, 
I  fuppofe,  will  hardly  be  thought  on,  or  attempt- 
ed, but  certainly  not  fuffered  under  the  prefent 
powers.  Which  proceeding,  befides  the  indig- 
nity, begot  an  opinion,  that  her  Majefty's  perfon 
might  be  better  guarded  than  by  fuch  keepers, 
who,  after  attending  at  court,  or  at  the  levee  of 
the  General  or  firft  tninifter,  adjourned  to  pu- 
blifh  their  difaffection  in  coffee-houfes  and  gam- 
ing ordinaries,  without  any  regard  to  decency  or 
truth.  It  was  propofed,  that  ten  or  a  dozen  of 
the  leaft  difcreet  among  thefe  gentlemen,  Ihould 
be  obliged  to  fell  their  pofts  in  the  guards  :  And 
that  two  or  three,  who  had  gone  the  greateft 
lengths,  fhould  have  a  price  fixed  for  their  com- 
miffions,  fomewhat  below  the  exorbitant  rate 
ufually  demanded  for  a  few  years  paft.  The 
Duke  of  Ormond  defired  but  ten  thoufand 
pounds  to  make  the  matter  eafy  to  thofe  officers 
who  were  to  fucceed ;  which  fum,  his  Grace 
told  me,  the  Treafurer  had  given  him  encou- 
ragement to  expeft,  although  he  pleaded  prefent 
want  of  money.  And  I  cannot  but  fay,  that 
having  often,  at  the  Duke's  defire,  preffed  this 
minifter  to  advance  the  money,  he  gave  me  fuch 
anfwers  as  made  me  think  he  really  intended  it : 
But  I  was  quickly  undeceived ;  for,  expoftulat- 
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ing  fome  days  after  with  him  upon  the  fame  fub- 
ject,  after  great  expreffions  of  efteem  and  friend- 
fliip  for  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  mention- 
ing fome  ill  treatment  he  had  received  from  his 
friends,  he  faid,  he  knew  not  why  he  fhould  do 
other  people's  work.  The  truth  is,  that,  except 
the  Duke,  my  Lord  Trevor,  and  Mr  Secretary 
Bromley,  I  could  not  find  he  had  one  friend 
left  of  any  confequence  in  her  Majefty's  fervice. 
The  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and 
Lady  Mafham,  openly  declared  againft  him : 
To  whom  were  joined  the  Bifhop  of*  Rochefter, 
and  fome  others.  Dartmouth,  then  Privy-feal, 
and  Paulet,  Lord  Steward,  flood  neuters.  The 
Duke  of  Shrewfbury  hated  the  Treafurer,  hut 
facrificed  all  refentments  to  eafe,  profit  and  pow- 
er ;  and  was  then  in  Ireland  acting  a  part  direct- 
ly oppofite  to  the  court,  which  he  had  fagacity 
enough  to  forefee  might  quickly  turn  to  ac- 
count :  So  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  flood  almoft 
fingle,  and  every  day  found  a  vifible  declenfion 
of  the  Queen's  favour  towards  him ;  which  he 
took  but  little  care  to  redrefs,  deliring  nothing 
fo  much  as  leave  to  deliver  up  his  flafF.  Which, 
however,  as  conjectures  then  flood,  he  was  not 
able  to  obtain  ;  his  adyerfaries  not  having  deter- 
mined where  to  place  it :  Neither  was  it,  upon, 
feveral  accounts,  a  work  fo  proper  to  be  done, 
while  the  Parliament  fate,  where  the  miniflry 
had  already  loft  too  much  reputation,  and  efpe- 
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cially  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  By  what  I  could 
gather  from  feveral  difcourfes  with  the  Trea- 
furer,  it  was  not  very  difficult  to  find  out  h»w 
he  reafoned  with  himfelf.  The  church-party 
continued  violently  bent  to  have  fome  neceflary 
removals  made  in  the  guards,  as  well  as  a  fur- 
ther change  in  the  civil  employments  through 
the  kingdom.  All  the  gi-eat  officers  about  the 
court,  or  in  her  Majefty's  fervice,  except  the 
Duke  of  Shrewfbury,  and  one  or  two  more,  were 
in  the  fame  opinion  ;  the  Queen  herfelf,  fince  her 
laft  illnefs  at  Windfor,  had  the  like  difpon'tions ; 
and,  I  think,  it  may  appear  from  feveral  pafTages 
already  mentioned,  that  the  blame  of  thofe  de- 
lays, fo  often  complained  of,  did  not  originally 
lie  at  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  door.  But  the  ftate 
of  things  was  very  much  changed  by  feveral 
incidents  :  The  Chancellor,  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
and  Lady  Mafham,  had  entirely  forfaken  him, 
upon  fufpicions  I  have  mentioned  before;  which, 
although  .they  were  founded  on  miftake,  yet 
he  would  never  be  at  the  pains  to  clear:  And, 
as  he  firft  leflened  his  confidence  with  the 
Queen,  by  preffing  her  upon  thofe  very  points, 
for  which  his  friends  accufed  him  that  they 
were  not  performed  ;  fo,  upon  her  change 
of  fentiments,  after  her  recovery,  he  loft  all 
favour  and  credit  with  her,  for  not  feconding 
thofe  new  refolutions  from  which  {he  had  for- 
merly been  fo  averfe.  Befides,  he  knew  as  well 
as  ail  others  who  were  near  the  court,  that  it 
i  was 
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was  hardly  pofTible  the  Queen  could  furvive 
many  months  :  In  which  cafe  he  muft  of  necef- 
fity  bring  upon  him  the  odium  aftd  vengeance 
of  the  fucceflbr,  and  of  that  party  which  muft 
then  be  predominant,  who  would  quickly  un- 
ravel all  he  had  done :  Or,  if  her  Majefty  mould 
hold  out  longer  than  it  was  reafonable  to  expect, 
yet,  after  having  done  a  work  that  muft  procure 
him  many  new  enemies,  he  could  expect  nothing 
but  to  be  difcharged  in  difpleafure.  Upon  thefe 
reafons  he  continued  his  excufes  to  the  Duke  of 
Ormond,  for  not  advancing  the  money  ;  and, 
during  the  fix  laft  months  of  his  miniftry,  would 
enter  into  no  affairs  but  what  immediately  con- 
cerned the  bufinefs  of  his  office.  That  whole 
period  was  nothing  elfe  but  a  fcene  of  murmur- 
ing and  difcontent,  quarrel  and  mifunderftand- 
ing,  animofity  and  hatred,  between  him  and  his 
former  friends.  In  the  mean  time  the  Queen's 
countenance  was  wholly  changed  towards  him : 
She  complained  of  his  filence  and  fullennefs ; 
and,  in  return,  gave  him  every  day  frefh  in- 
ftances  of  neglect  or  difpleafure. 

The  original  of  this  quarrel  among  the  mini- 
fters,  which  had  been  attended  with  fo  many  ill 
confequences,  began  firft  between  the  Treafiirer 
xnd  Lord  Bolingbroke,  from  the  caufes  and  in- 
cidents I  have  already  mentioned  ;  and  might, 
very  probably,  have  been  prevented,  if  the  Trea- 
ftjrer  had  dealt  with  lefs  refer ve,  or  the  Lord 
Bolingbroke  had  put  that  confidence  in  him, 
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which  ib  fincere  a  friend  might  reafonabiy  have 
expected.  Neither,  perhaps,  would  a  recon- 
cilement hav£  been  an  affair  of  much  difficul- 
ty, if  their  friends  on  both  fides  had  not  too 
much  obferved  the  common  prudential  forms  of 
tiot  caring  to  intermeddle;  which,  together  with 
the  addition  of  a  fhrug,  was  the  conftant  an- 
fwer  I  received  from  moil  of  them,  whenever  I 
prefled  them  upon  the  fubject.  I  cannot  tell 
whether  my  Lord  Trevor  may  be  excepted,  be- 
caufe  I  had  little  acquaintance  with  him,  al- 
though I  am  inclined  to  the  negative.  Mr  Prior, 
who  was  much  loved  and  efteemed  by  them  both, 
us  he  well  deferved,  upon  the  account  of  every 
virtue  that  can  qualify  a  man  for  private  conver- 
fation,  might  have  been  the  propereft  perfon 
for  fuch  a  work,  if  he  could  have  thought  it  to 
confift  with  the  prudence  of  a  courtier  ;  but, 
however,  he  was  abfent,  in.  France,  at  thofe  junc- 
tures when  it  was  chiefly  necefiary.  And  to  fay 
the  truth,  moft  perfons  had  fo  avowedly  declared 
ihemfelves  on  one  fide  or  the  other,  that  thefc 
two  great  men  had  not  already  a  common  friend 
left,  except  myfelf.  I  had  ever  been  treated  with 
great  kindnefs  by  them  both ;  and  I  conceived, 
that  what  I  wanted  in  weight  and  credit,  might 
be  made  up  with  fincerity  and  freedom.  The 
former  they  never  doubted,  and  the  latter  they 
had  conftant  experience  of.  I  had  managed  be- 
tween them  for  almoft  two  years  ;  and  their  can- 
dour was  fo  great,  that  they  had  not  the  leaft 
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jealoufy  or  fufpicion  of  me.     And  I  thought  I 
had  done  wonders,  when,  upon  the  Queen's  be- 
ing lail  at  Windfor,  I  put  them  in  a  coach,  to  go 
thither  by  appointment  without  other  company  ; 
where  they  would  have  four  hours  time  to  come 
to  a  good  understanding  ;  but,  in  two  days  after, 
I  learned  from  them  both,  that  nothing  was  done. 
There  had  been  three  bifhoprics  for  fome  time 
vacant  in  Ireland ;  and  I  had  prevailed  on  the  Earl 
of  Oxford,  that  one  of  them  fhould  be  divided. 
Accordingly,  four  divines  of  that  kingdom  were 
named  to  the  Queen,  and  approved  by  her  ;  but, 
upon  fome  difficulties  not  worth  mentioning,  the 
Queen's  mandatory  letters  to  Ireland  had  been 
delayed  :    I  prefTed   the  Treafurcr  every   week 
while  her  Majefty  was  at  Windfor,  and  every 
day  after  her  return,  to  finilh  this  affair,    as  a 
point  of  great  confequence  to  the  church  in  that 
kingdom  ;  and,  growing  at  length  impatient  of 
fo  many  excufes,  I  fell  into  fome  paflion>  when 
his  Lordmip  freely  told  me,  that  he  had  been 
earneft  with  the  Queen,  upon  that  matter,  about 
ten  times  the  laft  fortnight,   but  without  effect  ; 
and  that  he  found  his  credit  wholly  at  an  end. 
This   happened  about  eleven  weekj   before  the 
.Queen  died  :  And,  two  nights  afV:r,  fitting  with 
him   and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  in  Lady  Mafham's 
lodgings  at  St  James's,   for  fome  hours ;   I  told 
the  Treafurer,  that,  having  defpaired  of  any  re- 
conciliation between  them,  I  had  only  ftaid  fome 
time   longer    to    forward  the   dilpofal  of  thofe 
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bifttoprics  in  Ireland,  which  fince  his  Lordfhip 
told  me  was  out  of  his  power.  I  now  refolved  to 
retire  immediately,  as  from  an  evil  I  could  nei- 
ther help  to  redrefs,  nor  endure  the  fight  of : 
That,  before  I  left  them,  I  defired  they  would 
anfwer  me  two  queftions :  Firft,  Whether  thefe 
mifchiefs  might  not  be  remedied  in  two  minutes  ? 
and,  fecondly,  Whether,  upon  the  prefent  foot, 
the  miniftry  would  not  be  infallibly  ruined  in  two 
months  ?  Lord  Bolingbroke  anfwered  to  each 
queftion  in  the  affirmative,  and  approved  of  my 
refolution  to  retire  j  but  the  Treafurer,  after  his 
manner,  evaded  both,  and  only  defired  me  to 
dine  with  him  next  day.  However,  I  immediate- 
ly went  down  to  a  friend  in  Berkshire,  to  await 
the  ifTue,  which  ended  in  the  removal  of  my 
Lord  Treafurer,  and,  three  days  after,  in  her 
IVIajefty's  death. 

Thus  I  have,,  with  fome  pains,  recollected  fe- 
veral  paffages,  which  I  thought  were  moft  mate- 
rial for  the  fatisfaction  of  thofe  who  appear  fo 
much  at  a  lofs  upon  the  unaccountable  quarrels 
of  the  late  miniftry.  For,  indeed,  it  looked  like 
a  riddle,  to  fee  perfons  of  great  and  undifputed 
abilities,  called  by  the  Queen  to  her  fervice,  m 
the  place  of  others,  with  whofe  proceedings  fhe 
was  difgufted,  and  -with  great  fatisfaction  to 
the  clergy,  the  landed  intereft,  and  body  of  the 
people,  running  on  a  fudden,  into  fuch  a  com- 
mon beaten  court  track  of  ruin,  by  divifions  a- 
mong  themfelves  j  not  only  without  a  vifible 
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caufe,  but  with  the  ftrongeft  appearances  to  the 
contrary,  and  without  any  refuge  to  the  ufual 
excufe  of  evil  inftruments,  or  cunning  adver- 
faries,  to  blow  the  coals  of  diilention  ;  for  the 
work  was  entirely  their  own. 

I  impute  the  caufe  of  thefe  misfortunes  to  the 
Queen,  who,  from  the  variety  of  hands  fhe  had 
employed,  and  reafonings  fhe  had  heard  fince 
her  coming  to  the  crown,  was  grown  very  fond 
of  moderating  fchemes,  which,  as  things  then 
ftood,  were  by  no  means  reducible  to  practice: 
She  had  likewife  a  good  ihare  of  that  adherence 
to  her  own  opinions,  which  is  ufually  charged 
upon  her  fex  ;  and,  laftly,  (as  I  before  obferv- 
ed)  having  received  fome  hints  that  fhe  had  for- 
merly been  too  much  governed,  ihe  grew  very 
difficult  to  be  adyifed. 

The  next  in  fault  was  the  Treafurer,  who,  not 
being  able  to  influence  the  Queen  in  many 
points,  with  relation  to  party,  which  his  friends 
and  the  kingdom  feemed  to  have  much  at  heart, 
would  needs  take  all  the  blame  on  himfelf ;  from, 
a  known  principle  of  ftate-prudence,  that  a  firft 
minifter  muft  always  preferve  the  reputation  of 
power  :  But  I  have  ever  thought,  that  there  are 
few  maxims  in  politics,  which,  at  fome  con- 
junctures, may  not  be  very  liable  to  an  exception. 
The  Queen  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  make 
many  changes  in  employments  ;  fhe  was  pofitive 
in  her  nature,  and  extremely  given  to  delay. 
And  furely  thefe  were  no  proper  qualities  for  a 
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chief  minifter  to  perfonate  towards  his  near- 
eft  friends,  who  were  brought  into  employment 
upon  very  different  views  and  promifes.  Nor 
could  any  reputation  of  power  be  worth  pre- 
ferving,  at  the  expence  of  bringing  fincerity  into 
queftion.  I  remember,  upon  a  Saturday,  when 
the  minifters,  and  one  or  two  friends  of  the 
Treafurer,  canftantly  met  to  dine,  at  his  houfe, 
one  of  the  company  attacked  him  very  warmly, 
on  account  that  a  certain  Lord,  who  perpetually 
oppofed  the  Queen's  meafures,  was  not  difmifled 
from  a  great  employment,  which,  befides  other 
advantages,  gave  that  Lord  the  power  of  chut- 
ing  feveral  members  of  parliament.  The  Trea- 
furer evaded  the  matter  with  his  ufual  anfwer, 
that  this  was  whipping  day :  Upon  which  the 
Secretary  Bolingbroke,  turning  to  me,  faid,  It 
was  a  ft  range  thing  that  my  Lord  Oxford  would" 
not  be  fo  kind  to  his  friends,  and  fo  juft  to  his 
own  innocencCy  as  to  vindicate  himfelf  where  he 
had  no  blame  ;  for,  to  his  knowledge,  and  the 
Chancellor's,  (who  was  then  alfo  prefent),  the 
Treafurer  had  frequently  and  earneftly  moved 
the  Queen  upon  that  very  point,  without  effect  : 
Whereupon  the  minifter,  finding  himfelf  prefled 
fo  far,  told  the  company,  that  he  had  at  laft 
prevailed  with  her  Majefty,  and  the  thing  would 
be  done  in  two  days,  which  followed  accordingly. 
I  mention  this  fact  as  an  inftance  of  the  Earl  of 
Oxford's  difpofition  to  preferve  fome  reputation 
of  power  in  himfelf,  and  remove  all  blame  from 
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the  Queen  ;  and  this,  to  my  particular  know- 
ledge, was  a  frequent  cafe ;  but  how  far  juft  ifiable 
in  point  of  prudence,  I  have  already  given  my 
opinion.  However,  the  Treafurer's  friends  were 
yet  much  more  to  blame  than  himfelf :  He  had 
abundance  of  merit  with  them  all,  not  only  upon 
account  of  the  public,  the  whole  change  of  the 
miniftry  having  been  effected,  without  any  inter- 
vention of  their's,  by  him  and  Lady  Mafham  ; 
but,  likewife,  from  the  confequence  of  that  • 
change,  whereby  the  greateft  employments  of 
the  kingdom  were  divided  among  them  j  and 
therefore,  in  common  juftice,  as  well  as  prudence, 
they  ought  to  have  been  more  indulgent  to  his 
real  failings,  rather  than  fufpect  him  of  imagi- 
nary ones,  as  they  often  did,  through  igno- 
rance, refinement,  or  miftake  :  And  I  mention 
it  to  the  honour  of  the  Secretary  Bolingbroke, 
as  well  as  of  the  Treasurer,  that  having  myfelfy 
upon  many  occafions,  joined  with  the  former 
in  quarrelling  with  the  Earl's  conduct  upon  cer- 
tain points,  the  Secretary  would,  in  a  little  time 
after,  frankly  own  that  he  was  altogether  mif- 
taken. 

Laftly,  I  cannot  excufe  the  remiffnefs  of  tliofe 
whofe  bufinefs  it  fhould  have  been,  as  it  certain- 
ly was  their  intereft,  to  have  interpofed  their 
good  offices  for  healing  this  unhappy  breach 
among  the  minifters :  But  of  this  I  have  already 
fpoken. 

CHAP 


CHAP.      n. 

Written  about  a  year  after. 

HAVING  proceeded  thus  far,  I  thought 
it  would  be  unnecefiary  to  fay  any  thing 
upon  the  other  head,  relating  to  the  defign  of 
bringing  in  the  Pretender :  For,  upon  the  Earl 
of  Oxford's  impeachment,  the  gentlemen  of  the 
prevailing  fide  affured  me,  that  the  whole  myfte- 
ry  would  be  foon  laid  open  to  the  world,  and 
were  ready  to  place  the  merit  of  their  caule  upon 
that  iflue.  This  difcovery  we  all  expected  from 
the  report  of  the  Secret  Committee  :  But,  when 
the  treatife  appeared,  (whoever  were  the  com- 
pilers) we  found  it  rather  to  be  the  work  of  a 
luxuriant  fancy,  an  abfolute  ftate-pamphlet,  ar- 
guing for  a  caufe,  than  a  dry  recital  of  facts,  or 
a  tranfcript  of  letters  ;  and  for  what  related  to 
the  Pretender,  the  authors  contented  themfelves 
with  informing  the  public,  that  the  whole  in- 
trigue was  privately  carried  on  in  perfonal  trea- 
ties between  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  the  Abbe 
Gaultier  ;  which  muft  needs  be  a  doctrine  hard 
of  digeftion  to  thofe  who  have  the  leaft  know- 
ledge either  of  the  *  Earl  or  the  Abbe,  or  upon 
what  foot  the  latter  ftood  at  that  time  with  the 
Engliih  miniftry.  I  conceive,  that  whoever  is  at 
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diftance  enough  to  be  out  of  fear  either  of  a  vote 
or  a  meflenger,  will  be  as  eafily  brought  to  be- 
lieve all  the  Popifh  legends  together.  And  to 
make  fuch  an  afTertion,  in  a  public  report  de- 
livered to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  without  the 
leaft  attempt  to  prove  it,  will  fome  time  or 
other  be  reckoned  fuch  a  ftrain  upon  truth  and 
probability,  as  is  hard  to  be  equalled  in  a  Spanifh. 
romance.  I  think  it  will  be  allowed,  that  the 
articles  of  high  treafon  drawn  up  againft  the 
Earl,  were  not  altogether  founded  upon  the  re- 
port; or  at  leaft,  that  thofe  important  hints  about 
bringing  in  the  Pretender,  were  more  proper  ma- 
terials to  furnifh  out  a  pamphlet,  than  an  im- 
peachment, fince  this  accufation  hath  no  part 
even  among  the  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors. 
But,  notwithftanding  all  this,  and  that  the 
Earl  of  Oxford,  after  two  years  refidence  in  the 
Tower,  was  at  length  difmifled  without  any 
trial  ;  yet  the  reproach  ft  ill  went  on,  that  the 
Queen's  laft  miniftry,  in  concert  with  their 
Miflrefs,  were  deeply  engaged  in  a  defign  to  fet 
the  Pretender  upon  the  throne.  The  cultivat- 
ing of  which  accufation,  I  impute  to  the  great 
goodnefs  of  thofe  in  power,  who  are  fo  gracious 
to  aflign  a  reafon,  or  at  leaft  give  a  countenance 
for  that  fudden  and  univerfal  fweep  they  thought 
fit  to  make  on  their  nrft  appearance  ;  whereas 
they  might  as  well  have  fpared  that  ceremony, 
by  a  (hort  recourfe  to  the  royal  prerogative, 
which  gives  every  prince  a  liberty  of  chufing 
what  fervants  he  will. 

There 
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There  are  two  points  which  I  believe  myfelf 
able  to  make  out.  Firft,  That  neither  the  late 
Queen,  nor  her  minifters,  did  ever  entertain  a  de- 
fign of  bringing  in  the  Pretender  during  her  Ma- 
jefty's  life,  or  that  he  ihould  fuccecd  after  her 
deceafe. 

Secondly,  That  if  they  conceived  fuch  a  defign, 
it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  profecute  it  from 
the  firft  year  of  their  miniftry  ;  becaufe,  for  at 
leaft  a  year  before  the  Queen's  death,  it  was 
impoffible  to  have  put  fuch  a  defign  in  execution. 

I  muft  premife  with  three  circumftances,  which 
have  a  great  effect  on  me,  and  muft  have  the 
like  upon  thofe  among  my  friends  who  have 
any  tolerable  opinion  of  my  veracity,  and  it  is 
only  to  thofe  that  I  offer  them. 

I  remember,  during  the  late  treaty  of  peace, 
^ifcourfing  at  feveral  times  with  {bme  very  emi- 
nent perfons  of  the  oppofite  fide,  with  whom  I 
had  long  acquaintance,  I  afked  them  ferioufly, 
whether  they,  or  any  of  their  friends,  did  in  ear- 
ned believe,  or  fufpect,  the  Queen,  or  the  mi- 
ni ftry,  to  have  any  favourable  regards  towards 
the  Pretender  ?  They  all  confeffed  for  them- 
felves,  that  they  believed  nothing  of  the  matter  : 
And  particularly,  a  perfon,  at  prefeat  in  great 
employment,  faid  to  me  with  much  franknefs, 
"  You  fet  up  the  Church  and  Sacheverel  againft 
us,  and  we  fet  up  Trade  and  the  Pretender 
againft  you." 

'  The  fecond  point  I  would  obferve  is  this,  That 
during  the  courfe  of  the  late  miniftry,  upon  oc- 
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cafion  of  the  libels  every  day  thrown  about,  I 
had  the  curiofity  to  aik  almoft  every  perfon  in 
great  employment,  whether  they  knew,  or  had 
heard,  of  any  one  particular  man  (except  thofe 
who  profefied  to  be  Nonjurors)  that  discovered 
the  leaft  inclination  towards  the  Pretender ;  and 
the  whole  number  they  could  mufter  up  did  not 
amount  to  above  five  or  fix,  among  which  one 
was  a  certain  old  Lord  lately  dead,  and  one  a 
private  gentleman,  of  little  confequence,  and  of 
a  broken  fortune :  Yet  I  do  not  believe  myfelf 
to  have  omitted  any  one  great  man  that  came  in 
my  way,  except  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in 
whofe  company  I  never  was  above  once  or  twice 
at  mofl.  I  am,  therefore,  as  confident  as  a  man 
can  be  of  any  truth  which  will  not  admit  a  de- 
monftration,  that,  upon  the  Queen's  death,  if 
we  may  except  Papifts  and  Nonjurors,  there 
could  not  be  five  hundred  perfons  in  England, 
of  all  ranks,  who  had  any  thoughts  of  the  Pre- 
tender, and,  among  thefe,  not  fix  of  any  quality 
or  confequence  :  But  how  it  hath  come  to  pafe 
that  feveral  millions  are  faid  to  have  fince  chan- 
ged their  fentiments,  it  fhall  not  be  my  part  to 
en  quire. 

The  laft  point  is  of  the  fame  ftrain  ;  and  I  of- 
fer it,  like  the  two  former,  to  convince  only 
thofe  who  are  willing  to  believe  me  on  my  own 
word  :  That  having  been,  for  the  fpace  of  al- 
moft four  years,  very  nearly  and  perpetually  con- 
verfant  with  thofe  who  had  the  greateft  fliare  of 
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power,  and  this  in  their  times  of  leifure  as  well 
as  bufinefs,  I  could  never  hear  one  fingle  word 
to  be  let  fall  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  altho* 
I  was  curious  enough  to  obferve,  in  a  particular 
manner,  what  paffed  upon  that  fubjecl:.  And  I 
cannot  but  think,  that  if  fuch  an  affair  had 
been  in  agitation,  I  muft  have  had  either  very- 
bad  luck,  or  a  very  fmall  fhare  of  common  un- 
derftanding,  not  to  have  difcovered  fome  grounds 
at  leaft  for  fufpicion  :  Becaufe  I  never  yet  knew 
a  minifter  of  ftate,  or  indeed  any  other  man,  fo 
great  a  mafter  of  fecrecy,  as  to  be  able,  among 
thofe  he  nearly  converfed  with,  wholly  to  con- 
ceal his  opinions,  however  he  may  cover  his  de- 
figns.  This  I  fay,  upon  a  fuppofition  that  they 
would  have  held  on  the  mafk  always  before  me, 
which,  however,  I  have  no  reafon  to  believe. 
And,  I  confefs,  it  is  with  the  expence  of  fome 
patience  that  I  hear  this  matter  fummarily  deter- 
mined by  thofe  who  had  no  advantages  of  know- 
ing any  thing  that  paffed,  otherwife  than  what 
they  found  in  a  lybel  or  a  coffee-houfe  ;  or,  at 
beft,  from  general  reafonings  built  upon  mifta- 
ken  facts.  Now,  although  what  I  have  hither- 
to faid  upon  this  point  can  have  no  influence 
further  than  my  own  perfonal  credit  reacheth, 
yet,  I  confefs,  I  fhall  never  be  brought  to  change 
my  opinion,  till  fome  one,  who  had  more  op- 
portunities than  I,  will  be  -able  to  produce  any 
fingle  particular  from  the  letters,  the  difcourfes, 
or  the  actions  of  thofe  minifters,  as  a  proof  of 
i  what 


what  they  alledge,  which  hath  not  yet  been  at- 
tempted or  pretended. 

But,  I  believe,  there  may  be  feveral  arguments 
of  another  nature  produced,  which  can  make  it 
very  evident,  to  thofe  who  will  hear  reafon,  that 
die  Qiaeen's  minifters  never  had  it  in  their 
thoughts  to  alter  the  fuccefilon  of  the  crown. 

For,  firft,  when  her  Majefty  had  determined 
to  change  lier  fervants,  it  is  very  well  known, 
that  thofe  whom  fhe  appointed  to  fucceed  them, 
were  generally  accounted  favourers  of  what  is 
called  the  Low-church  party ;  not  only  my  Lords 
Oxford,  Bolingbroke,  and  Harcourt,  but  a  great 
majority  of  the  reft  :  Among  which  I  can  imme- 
diately name  the  Dukes  of  Shrewfbury,  New- 
caftle,  and  Argyll ;  the  Earls  of  Peterborough, 
Rivers,  Straftbrd,  Hay,  and  Orrery ;  the  Lords 
Manfel  and  Mafham,  with  feveral  others  whom 
I  cannot  at  prefent  recollect.  "Whereas,  of  the 
other  party,  the  Dukes  of  Ormond  and  Buck- 
ingham, and  the  Earl  of  Darmouth,  were  the 
only  perfons  introduced  at  firft,  and  very  few 
afterwards  :  Which,  I  fuppofe,  will  clearly  evince, 
that  the  bringing  in  of  the  Pretender  was  not  the 
original  fcheme  of  fuch  minifters,  and  that  they 
were  by  no  means  proper  inftruments  for  fuch  a 
work. 

And  whoever  knew  any  thing  of  the  Queen's 

difpofition,  muft  believe  fhe  had  no  inclinations 

at  all  in  favour  of  the  Pretender.   She  was  highly 

and    publicly  difpleafcd  with  my  Lord   Boling- 
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broke,  .becaufe  he  was  feen  under  the  fame  roof. 
\vith  that  pcrfon  at  an  opera,  when  his  Lordfhip 
was  feat  to  France  upon  fome  difficulties  about 
the  peace :  Her  Majefty  faid,  that  he  ought  im- 
mediately to  have  withdrawn,  upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  other  ;  wherein,  to  fpeak  with 
freedom,  I  think  her  judgment  was  a  little  mi£- 
taken.  And,  at  her  toilet,  among  her  women, 
when  mention  happened  to  be  made  of  the 
Chevalier,  fhe  would  frequently  let  fall  expref- 
tions  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  made  it  manifeft 
how  little  (he  deferved  thofe  reproaches  which 
have  been  caft  on  her  fince  her  death,  upon  that 
account. 

Befidcs,  I  have  already  faid,  that  her  Majefty 
began  thofe  changes  at  court,  for  no  other  caufe 
than  her  perfonal  difpleafure  againft  a  certain 
family,  and  their  allies ;  and,  from  the  hepe  fhe 
had  to  obtain  a  peace,  by  the  removal  of  fome 
whofe  intereft  it  was  to  obftruct  it :  That  when 
the  former  Chancellor,  Prefident,  and  others 
came  to  her,  determined  to  deliver  up  their  em- 
ployments, flie  prefled  them  fomewhat  more 
than  it  became  her  dignity,  to  continue  in  their 
ftations  ;  of  which,  I  fuppofe,  my  Lord  Cowper 
is  yet  a  living  witnefs. 

I  am  forced  to  repeat  what  I  have  before  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  fhe 
could  be  ever  perfuaded  to  difmifs  any  perfon 
uipon  the  fcore  of  party  ;  and  that  {he  drove  her 
mjaiflers  into  die  greateil  diftrefs,  upon  my 
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Lord  Nottingham's  vote  againft  any  peace  with* 
out  Spain  •,  for  want  of  fpeaking  to  one  or  two 
depending  Lords,  although  with  the  laft  danger 
of  breaking  the  meafures  ihe  was  moft  fond  or 
towards  fettling  the  repofe  of  Europe.  She  had, 
befides,  upon  the  removal  of  the  Duchefs  of 
Marlborough,  chofen  another  great  Lady  *  to 
fucceed,  who  quickly  grew  into  higher  credit 
than  all  her  minifters  together  r  a  lady  openly 
profeffing  the  utmoft  averfion  from  the  perfons* 
the  principles,  and  meafures  of  thofe  who  were 
then  in  power, — and  excelling  all,  even  of  her 
own  fex,  in  every  art  of  infinuation  :  And  this 
her  Majefty  thought  fit  to  do,  in  oppofition  to 
the  ftrongeft  reprefentations  that  could  poflibly 
be  made  to  her,  of  the  inconveniencies  which 
would  enfue.  Her  only  objection  againft  feveral 
clergymen,  recommended  to  her  for  promotions 
in  the  church,  was  their  being  too  violent  in 
party.  And  a  Lady  in  high  favour  with  her, 
hath  frequently  aflured  me,  that  whenever  fhe 
moved  the  Queen  to  clifcard  fome  perfons,  who, 
upon  all  occalions,  with  great  virulence,  oppofed 
the  court  ;  her  Majefty  would  conftantly  refufe, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  condemn  her  for  too 
much  party-zeal. 

But,  befide  all  this, .there  never  was  a   more 
ftale  or  antiquated  caufe  than  that  of  the  Pre- 
tender, at  the  time  when  her  Majefty  chofe  her 
laft  minifters,  who  were  moft  of  them  children. 
F  2  or. 
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or  youths,  when  King  James  II.  abdicated  : 
They  found  a  prince  upon  the  throne,  before 
they  were  of  years  to  trouble  themfelves  with 
fpeculations  upon  government ;  and,  confequent- 
ly,  could  have  no  fcruples  of  confcience  in  fub- 
mitting  to  the  prefent  powers,  fince  they  hardly 
remembered  any  other.  And,  truly,  this  was 
in  general  the  cafe  of  the  whole  kingdom :  For 
the  adherents  of  King  James  II.  were  all  either 
dead  or  in  exile,  or  funk  in  obfcurity,  laden  with 
years  and  want ;  fo  that  if  any  guilt  were  con- 
tracted by  the  Revolution,  it  was  generally  un- 
derftood,  that  our  anceftors  were  only  to  anfvver 
for  it.  And  I  am  confident,  with  an  exception, 
to  profeiTed  Nonjurors,  there  was  not  one  man 
in  ten  thoufand,  through  England,  who  had 
other  fentiments.  Nor  can  the  contrary  opinion 
be  defended,  by  arguing  the  prodigious  difaffec- 
tion  at  prefent ;  becaufe  the  fame  thing  hath 
happened  before,  from  the  fame  caufes,  in  our 
own  country,  and  within  the  memory  of  man, 
although  not  with  the  fame  event. 

But  fuch  a  difaffection  could  hardly  have  been 
raifed  againft  an  abfent  prince,  who  was  only  in 
expe&ation  of  the  throne  ;  and,  indeed,  I  cannot 
but  reckon  it  as  a  very  ftrong  argument  for  the 
good  difpofition,  both  in  the  miniftry  and  king- 
dom, towards  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  that,  dur- 
ing my  Lord  Oxford's  aclminiftration,  there  was 
never  thrown  out  the  leaft  reflection  again  ft  that 
illuftrious  Houfe,  in  any  libel  or  pamphlet  ; 
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which  would  hardly  have  happened,  if  the  fmall 
party-writers  could  have  thought,  that,  by  fuch  a 
performance,  they  would  have  made  their  court 
to  thole  in  power  ;  and  which  would  certainly 
have  been  a  very  ufeful  preliminary,  if  any  at- 
tempt had  been  intended  towards  altering  the 
fucccffion  to  the  crown.  But,  however,  to  fay 
the  truth,  invectives  againft  the  abfefit,  and  with 
whom  we  have  nothing  to  do,  although  they 
may  render  perfons  little  and  contemptible,  can 
hardly  make  them  odious  :  For  hatred  is  produ- 
ced by  motives  of  a  very  different  nature,  as  ex- 
perience hath  (hewn.  And  although  politicians 
affirm  it  more  eligible  for  a  prince  to  be  hated 
than  defpifed,  yet  that  maxim  is  better  calculated 
for  an  abfolute  monarchy,  than  for  the  climate 
of  England.  But  I  am  ienfible  this  is  a  digref- 
fion  ;  therefore  I  return* 

The  treaties  made  by  her  Majefty  with  France 
and  Spain,  were  calculated  in  feveral  points  direct* 
ly  againft  the  Pretender,  as  he  hath  now  found 
to  his  coft,  and  as  it  is  manifeft  to  all  the  world  : 
Neither  could  any  thing  be  more  fuperficial,  than 
the  politics  of  thofe  who  could  be  brought  to 
think,  that  the  Regent  of  France  would  ever  en- 
gage in  meafures  againft  the  prefent  King  of  Eng- 
land 5  and  how  the  grimace  of  an  ambafTador's 
taking  or  not  taking  his  public  character,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  the  Earl  of  Stair,  fliould  ferve  fo 
long  for  an  amufement,  cannot  fufficiently  be 
wondered  at.  What  can  be  plainer,  than  that 
F  3  the 
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the  chief  intereft  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  is 
woven  and  twifted  with  that  of  King  George  ? 
and  this,  Whether  it  fhall  be  thought  convenient 
to  fuffer  the  young  King  of  France  to  live  long- 
er, or  not  ?  For,  in  the  fecond  cafe,  the  Regent 
perfectly  agrees  with  our  prefent  King,  in  this 
particular  circumftance,  that  the  whole  order  of 
fucceffion  hath  been  broken  for  his  fake  ;  by 
which  means  he  likewife  will  be  encumbered 
with  a  Pretender,  and  thereby  engaged,  upon  the 
ftrongeft  motives,  to  prevent  the  union  of  France 
and  Spain  under  one  monarch.  And,  even  in 
the  other  cafe,  the  chance  of  a  boy's  life,  and  his 
leaving  heirs-male  of  his  body,  is  fo  dubious, 
that  the  hopes  of  a  crown  to  the  Regent,  or  his 
children,  will  certainly  keep  that  Prince,  as  long 
his  power  continues,  very  firm  in  his  alliance 
with  England. 

And  as  this  defign  was  originally  intended  and 
avowed  by  the  Queen's  minifters,  in  their  treaties 
with  France  and  Spain,  Ib  the  events  have  fully 
anfwered  in  every  particular.  The  prefent  King 
fucceeded  to  thefe  crowns  with  as  hearty  and 
univerfal  a  difpofition  of  the  people,  as  could 
pofllbly  confift  with  the  grief  for  the  lofs  of 
fo  gracious  and  excellent  a  princefs  as  her  late 
Majefty.  The  parliament  was  moft  unanimous,  in 
doing  every  thing  that  could  endear  them  to  a 
new  monarch.  The  general  peace  did  entirely* 
put  an  end  to  any  defagn  which  France  or  Spain 
might  probably  have  laid,  to  make  a  diverfion  by 
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an  invafion  upon  Scotland,  with  the  Pretender  at 
the  head,  in  cafe  her  Majefty  had  happened  to 
die  during  the  courfe  of  the  war :  And,  upon 
the  death  of  the  late  French  King,  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  fell  immediately  into  the  ftricteft  mea- 
fures  with  England  j  as  the  Queen  and  her  mi- 
nifters  eafily  forefaw  it  would  be  neceffary  for 
him  to  do,  from  every  reafon  that  could  regard 
his  own  intereft.  If  the  Queen  had  died  but  a 
fhort  time  before  the  peace,  and  either  of  the 
two  great  powers  engaged  againft  us  had  thought 
fit  to  have  thrown  fome  troops  into  Scotland,  aL- 
though  it  could  not  have  been  a  very  agreeable 
circumrtance  to  a  fuccefTor  and  a  ftranger,  yet 
the  univerfal  inclinations  at  that  time  in  England, 
towards  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  prevented  the  confequences  of 
fuch  an  enterprize.  But,  on  the  other  fide,  if 
the  war  had  continued  a  year  longer  than  her 
Majefty's  life,  and  the  fame  caufes  had  been  ap- 
plied to  produce  the  fame  effects  upon  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  the  iflue  muft  ine^jtably  have 
been,  either  a  long  and  bloody  civil  war,  or  a  fud- 
den  revolution.  So  that  no  incident  could  have 
arrived  more  effectual,  to  fortify  the  prefent 
King's  title,  and  fecure  his  pofieffion,  than  that 
very  peace  fo  much  exploded  by  one  party,  and 
fo  jullly  celebrated  by  the  other  ;  in  continuing 
to  declare  which  opinions,  under  the  prefent  li- 
tuation  of  things,  it  is  not  very  improbable  that 
they  may  both  be  in  jeft. 

But 
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.  But  if  any  articles  of  that  peace  were  like  tot 
endanger  the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  how  could 
it  come  to  pafs,  that  the  Dutch,  who  were 
guarantees  of  that  fucceffionr  and  valued  for 
zealous  defenders  of  it,  fhould  be  fo  ready  with 
their  offers  to  comply  with  every  article,  and 
this  for  no  greater  a  reward  than  a  fhare  in  the 
the  Affiento  trade,  which  the  oppofers  of  peace 
reprefented  to  be  only  a  trifle  ?  That  the  fact 
is  true,  I  appeal  to  Monfieur  de  Buys,  who,  up* 
on  fome  difficulties  the  miniftry  were  under  by 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham's  vote  againft  any  peace 
while  Spain  continued  in  the  Bourbon  family, 
undertook  to  make  that  matter  eafy,  by  getting 
a  full  approbation  from  the  States,  his  matters^ 
of  all  her  Majefty's  proceedings,  provided  they 
might  be  fharers  in  that  trade.  I  can  add  this 
further,  that  fome  months  after  the  conclufion 
of  the  peace,  and  amidft  all  the  appearing  dif- 
contents  of  the  Dutch,  a  gentleman  who  had 
long  refided  in  Holland,  and  was  occaflonally 
employed  by  the  minifters  here,  aflured  me,  that 
he  had  power  from  the  Pcnfioner  to  treat  with 
the  Earl  of  Oxford,  about  fending  hither  an  exr 
traordinary  embafTy  from  Holland,  to  declare 
that  the  States  were  fully  fatisfied  with  the  whole 
plan  of  the  peace,  upon  certain  conditions,  which 
were  eafy  and  honourable,  and  fuch  as  had  no 
relation  at  all  to  the  Pretender.  How  this  hap*, 
pened  to  fail,  I  never  enquired,  nor  had  any 
difcourfe  about  it  with  thofe  in  power.  For 

then 


then  the  affairs  were  growing  defperate,  by  their 
quarrels  among  themfelves,  and  by  the  Earl  of 
Oxford's  declination  in  the  Queen's  favour ;  both 
which  became  fo  public,  as  well  as  her  Majefty's 
bad  ftate  of  health,  that,  I  fuppofe,  thofe  cir- 
cumftances  might  cafily  cool  the  Dutch  politi- 
cians in  that  purfuit. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  it  objected  againft  the 
late  miniftry,  as  an  inftance  of  their  inclination 
towards  the  Pretender,  that  they  were  carelefs 
in  cultivating  a  good  correfpondence  with  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover  :  And,  on  the  other  fide,  I 
know  very  well  what  continual  pains  were  em- 
ployed to  fatisfy  and  inform  the  Elector,  and  his 
minifters,  in  every  ftep  taken  by  her  Majefty ;  and 
what  offers  were  made  to  his  Highnefs,  for  any 
further  fecurities  of  the  fucceffion  in  him  and  his 
family,  that  could  confift  with  the  honour  and 
fafety  of  the  Queen.  To  this  purpofe  were  all 
the  inftruftions  given  to  Earl  Rivers,  Mr  Tho- 
mas Harley,  Lord  Clarendon,  and  fome  others. 
But  all  endeavours  were  rendered  abortive  by  a 
foolifh  circumftance,  which  hath  often  made  me 
remember  the  common  obfervation,  of  the  great- 
eft  events  depending  frequently  upon  the  loweft, 
vileft,  and  obfcureft  caufes  :  And  this  is  never 
more  verified  than  in  courts,  and  the  iflues  of 
public  affairs,  whereof  I  could  produce,  from  my 
own  knowledge  and  obfervation,  three  or  four 
very  furprifmg  inftances.  I  have  feen  an  old  * 

bed- 
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bed-maker,  by  officioufly  going  to  one  door, 
when  gratitude  as  well  as  common  fenfe  fhould 
have  fent  her  to  another,  become  the  inftrument 
of  putting  the  nation  to  the  expence  of  fome 
thoufand  lives,  and  feveral  millions  of  money. 
I  have  known  as  great  an  event  from  the  ftu- 
pidity  or  wilfulnefs  of  a  beggarly  Dutchman  *, 
who  lingered  on  purpofe  half  an  hour  at  a  vifit, 
when  he  had  promifed  to  be  fomewhere  elfe.  Of 
no  greater  dignity  was  that  circumftance,  which 
rendered  ineffectual  all  endeavours  of  the  late  ml- 
niftry,  to  eftablifh  themfelves  in  the  good  graces 
of  the  court  of  Hanover,  as  I  (hall  particularly 
relate  in  another  work.  It  may  fuffice  to  hint  at 
prefent,  that  a  delay  in  conveying  a  very  incon- 
fiderable  fum,  to  a  very  inconfiderable  French 
vagrant  f,  gave  the  opportunity  to  a  more  in- 
duftrious  party,  of  corrupting  that  channel,  thro' 
which  all  the  ideas  of  the  difpofitions  and  defigns 
of  the  Queen,  the  minifters,  and  the  whole  Bri- 
tifh  nation,  were  conveyed. 

The  fecond  point  which  I  conceive  myfelf  able 
to  make  out,  is  this :  That  if  the  Queen's  mi- 
nifters had,  with  or  without  the  knowledge  of 
their  Miftrefs,  entertained  any  thoughts  of  alter- 
ing the  fucceffion  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  it 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  them  to  have  begun, 

and 
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f  Robithan,  then  at  Hanover,  but  in  the  fervice  of  fome 
other  German  Prince,  it  is  not  known  how,  got  into  fome 
credit  with  the  Elector. 


and  profecuted  that  defign,  as  foon  as  they  came 
into  her  Majefty's  fervice. 

There  were  two  circumftances  which  would 
have  made  it  neceflary  for  them  to  have  loft  no 
time.  Firft,  becaufe  it  was  a  work  that  could  not 
poffibly  be  done  on  a  fudden  :  For  the  whole  na- 
tion, almoft  to  a  man,  excepting  profefled  Non- 
jurors,  had  conceived  the  utmoft  abhorence  of  a 
Popifli  fucccfibr;  and,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
the  fcruple  of  confcience,  upon  the  point  of  loyal- 
ty, was  wholly  confined  to  a  few  antiquated  Non- 
jurors,  who  lay  ftarving  in  obfcurity.  So  that, 
in  order  to  have  brought  fuch  an  affair  about  in 
a  parliamentary  way,  fome  years  muft  have  been 
employed  to  turn  the  bent  of  the  nation,  to  have 
rendered  one  perfon  odious,  and  another  amiable; 
neither  of  which  is  to  be  foon  compafTed  towards 
abfent  princes,  unlefs  by  comparing  them  with 
thofe  of  whom  we  have  had  experience,  which 
was  not  then  the  cafe. 

The  other  circumftance  was  the  bad  condi- 
tion of  the  Queen's  health  ;  her  Majefty  grow- 
ing  every  day  more  unwieldy,  and  the  gout, 
with  other  diforders,  increafing  on  her ;  fo  that 
whoever  was  near  the  court,  for  about  the  two 
laft  years  of  her  reign,  might  boldly  have  fixed 
the  period  of  her  life  to  a  very  few  months, 
without  pretending  to  prophefy.  And  how  lit- 
tle a  time  the  minifters  had  for  fo  great  a  work, 
as  that  of  changing  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown, 
and  how  difficult  the  very  attempt  would  have 
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been,  may  be  judged  from  the  umbrage  taken 
by  feveral  Lords  of  the  church-party,  the  laft 
year  of  her  reign,  who  appeared  under  an  ap- 
prehenfion,  that  the  very  quarrels  among  the 
minifters  might  poffibly  be  of  fome  difadvantage 
to  the  Houfe  of  Hanover.  And  the  univerfal 
declaration,  both  among  Lords  and  Commons, 
at  that  time,  as  well  in  favour  of  the  Elector  as 
againft  the  Pretender,  are  an  argument  beyond 
all  conviction,  that  fome  years  muft  have  been 
fpent  in  altering  the  difpofitions  of  the  people. 
Upon  this  occafion,  I  fhall  not  foon  forget  what 
a  great  minifter  then  faid  to  me,  and  which  I 
have  been  fince  affured  was  likewife  the  Duke 
of  Shrewfbury-s  opinion,  That  there  could  be 
no  doubt  of  the  Elector's  undifturbed  fucceffion  ; 
but  the  chief  difficulty  lay  in  the  future  difafiec- 
tion  of  the  church  and  people,  and  landed  inte- 
reft,  from  that  univerfal  change  of  men  and 
meafures,  which  he  forefaw  would  arrive.  And 
it  muft  be,  to  all  impartial  men,  above  a  thoufand 
witnefles,  how  innocent  her  Majefty's  fervants 
were  upon  this  article  j  that,  knowing  fo  well 
through  what  channels  all  favour  was  to  pafs 
upon  the  Queen's  demife,  that,  by  their  coming 
into  power,  they  had  utterly,  and  for  ever, 
broken  all  meafures  with  the  oppofite  party ; 
and  that,  in  the  beginning  of  their  adminiftra- 
tion,  there  wanted  not,  perhaps,  certain  favour* 
able  junctures,  which  fome  future  circumftances 
-would  not  have  failed  to  cultivate  j  yet  their 
i  actions 
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actions  (hewed  them  fo  far  from  any  view  to- 
wards the  Pretender,  that  they  neglected  pur- 
fuing  thofe  meafures  which  they  had  conftantly 
in  their  power,  not  only  of  fecuring  themfelves, 
but  the  intereft  of  the  church,  without  any  vio- 
lence to  the  Proteilant  fucceflion  in  the  perfon  of 
the  Elector.  And  this  unhappy  neglect  I  take  to 
have  been  the  only  difgrace  of  their  miniftry. 
To  prevent  this  evil,  was,  I  confefs,  the  chief 
point  wherein  all  my  little  politics  terminated  ; 
and  the  methods  were  eafy  and  obvious.  But 
whoever  goes  about  to  gain  favour  with  a  Prince, 
by  a  readinefs  to  enlarge  his  prerogative,  al- 
though out  of  principle  and  opinion,  ought  to 
provide,  that  he  be  not  outbid  by  another  parry, 
however  profefling  a  contrary  principle.  For  I 
never  yet  read  or  heard  of  any  party  acting  in 
oppofition  to  the  true  intereft  of  their  country, 
whatever  republican  denominations  they  affected 
to  be  diftinguifhed  by,  who  would  not  be  con- 
tented to  chaffer  public  liberty  for  perfonal  pow- 
er, or  for  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  re- 
venge. Of  which  truth  Greece  and  Rome,  as 
well  as  many  other  ftates,  will  furnifli  plenty  of 
examples.  This  reflection  I  could  not  well  for- 
bear, although  it  may  be  of  little  ufe,  further 
than  to  difcover  my  own  refentment.  And  yet, 
perhaps,  that  misfortune  ought  rather  to  be  im- 
puted to  the  want  of  concert  and  confidence, 
than  of  prudence  or  courage. 

I  muft  here  take  notice  of  an  accufation  char- 
ged upon  the  late  miniftry,  by  the   Houfe   of 
VOL,  XI.  G  Commons, 
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Commons,  that  they  put  a  lie  or  falfehood  in- 
to the  Queen's  mouth,  to  be  delivered  to  hef 
Parliament.  Mr  Thomas  Harley  was  fcnt  to  the 
Elector  of  Hanover,  with  inftructions,  to  offer 
his  Highnefe  any  further  fecurhies,  for  fcttling 
the  fucceffion  in  him  and  his  family,  that  could 
conlill  with  her  Majefty's  honour  and  iaftty.- 
This  gentleman  writ  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  a  little  before  his  return  from  Hanover, 
iignifying,  in  direct  terms,  that  the  Elector  ex- 
preiled  himtelf  fatisfied  in  the  Queen's  proceed- 
ings, and  defired  to  live  in  confidence  with  her. 
He  writ  to  the  tame  purpofe  to  one  of  the  under- 
fecretaries,  and  mentioned  the  fact  as  a  thing 
that  much  pleafed  him,  and  what  lie  defired 
might  be  as  public  as  poflible.  Both  thefe  let- 
ters I  have  read  ;  and  the  Queen,  as  fhe  had 
rcafon  to  fuppofe,  being  fufficiently  authorized 
by  this  notice  from  her  minifter,  made  mention 
of  that  information  in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne. 
If  the  fact  were  a  lie,  it  is  what  I  have  not  heard 
Mr  Harley  to  have  been  charged  with.  From 
what  hath  fince  pafled  in  the  world,  I  fhoiild  in- 
deed be  inclined  to  grant  it  might  have  been  a 
compliment  in  his  Highnefs,  and  perhaps  under- 
ftood  to  be  fo  by  the  Queen  :  But,  without  que- 
ftion,  her  Majefty  had  a  fair  excufe,  to  take  the 
Elector  according  to  the  literal  meaning  of  his 
words  ;  and  if  this  be  fo,  the  imputation  of 
falfehood  muft  remain  where  thefe  accufers  of 
that  excellent  Princefs's  veracity  will,  I  fuppofe, 
not  profefs  (at  leaft)  an  inclination  to  place  it. 
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I  am  very  willing  to  mention  the  point,  where- 
in, as  I  faid,  all  my  little  politics  terminated,  and 
wherein  I  may  pretend  to  know  that  the  mini- 
fters  were  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  would  have 
put  it  in  practice,  if  it  had  pleafed  God  to  let 
them  continue  to  act  with  any  kind  of  unanimity. 

I  have  already  obferved,  how  well  it  was  known 
at  court,  what  meafures  the  Elector  intended  to 
follow,  whenever  his  fucceffion  fhould  take 
place  ;  and  what  hands  he  would  employ  in  the 
adminiftration  of  his  affairs.  I  have  likewife 
mentioned  fome  facts  and  reafons,  which  influen- 
ced and  fixed  his  Highnefs  in  that  determination, 
notwithftanding  all  poffible  endeavours  to  divert 
him  from  it.  Now,  if  we  confider  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  England  at  that  time,  when  almoft 
the  whole  body  of  the  clergy,  a  vaft  majority  of 
the  landed  intereft,  and  of  the  people  in  general, 
were  of  the  church-party  ;  it  mult  be  granted 
that  one  or  two  acts,  which  might  have  paflfed  in 
ten  days,  would  Iv.ive  put  it  utterly  out  of  the 
pcvAvr  of  the  fucceflbr  to  have  procured  a  Houfe 
of  Commons  of  a  different  {lamp,  and  this  with, 
very  little  diminution  to  the  prerogative  ;  which 
acts  might  have  been  only  temporary.  For  the 
ufu'il  arts  to  gain  parliaments,  can  hardly  be  ap- 
plied with  fuccefs,  after  the  election,  againft  a 
majority  at  lead:  of  three  in  four  ;  becaufe  the 
trouble  and  ex-pence  would  be  too  great,  befide 
the  lofs  of  reputation.  For,  neither  could  inch 
a.  number  of  members  find  their  account  in  point 
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of  profit,  nor  would  the  Crown  be  at  fo  much 
charge  and  hazard,  merely  for  the  fake  of  go- 
verning by  a  fmall  party,  againft  the  bent  and 
genius  of  the  nation.  And,  as  to  all  attempts  of 
influencing  electors,  they  would  have  been  fuffi- 
ciently  provided  for  by  the  fcheme  intended.  I 
fuppofe  it  need  not  be  added,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  England  cannot  move  a  ftep,  while  the* 
Houfe  of  Commons  continues  to  diflike  proceed- 
ings, or  perfons  employed,  at  leaft  iu  an  age 
where  parliaments  are  grown  fo  frequent,  and 
are  made  fo  neceffary :  Whereas,  a  minirter  is  but 
the  creature  of  a  day  j  and  a  Houfe  of  Lords 
hath  been  modelled  in  many  reigns,  by  enlar- 
ging the  number,  as  well  as  by  other  obvious 
rxpedients. 

The  judicious  reader  will  foon  comprehend 
how  eafily  the  legiflature,  at  that  time,  could  have 
provided  againft  the  power  and  influence  of  a 
court,  or  miniftry,  in  future  elections,  without 
die  leaft  injury  to  the  fucceffion,  and  even  with- 
out the  modern  invention  of  perpetuating  them- 
felves  ;  which,  however,  I  muft  needs  grant  to 
be  one  of  the  moft  effectual,  vigorous,  and  re- 
folute  proceedings  that  I  have  yet  met  with  in 
reading  or  information.  For  the  long  Parlia- 
ment under  King  Charles  I.  although  it  fhould 
be  allowed  of  good  authority,  will,  hardly  amount 
to  an  example. 

I  muft  again  urge  and  repeat,  that  thofe  who 
charge  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  the  reft  of  that 

miniftry 
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miniftry,  with  a  defign  of  altering  the  fucccflion 
of  the  crown  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  will, 
perhaps,  be  at  fome  difficulty  to  fix  the  time 
when  that  defign  was  in  agitation  :  For,  if  fuch 
an  attempt  had  begun  with  rheir  power,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  affign  a  reafon  why  it  did  not  fucceed  ; 
becaufe  there  were  certain  periods  when  her  Ma- 
jefty  and  her  fervants  were  extremely  popular, 
and  the  Hoitfe  of  Hanover  not  altogether  ib 
much,  upon  account  of  fome  behaviour  and  ma- 
nagement in  one  or  two  of  their  minifters  here, 
and  fome  other  circumftances  that  may  better  be 
paiTed  over  in  filence  :  All  whkb,  however,  had 
no  other  confequence,  than  that  of  repeated  mef- 
fuges  of  kindnels  and  allurance  to  the  Elector. 
During  the  laft  two  years  of  the  Queen's  life,  her 
health  was  in  fuch  a  condition,  that  it  was  won- 
dered how  fhe  could  hold  out  ib  long  :  And  then, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  it  was  too  late  and  ha- 
zardous to  engage  in  an  enterprize  which  requir- 
ed fo  much  time;  ami  which  the  minifters  them- 
lelves  had  rendered  impracticable,  by  the  whole 
courfe  of  their  former  proceedings,  as  well  as  by 
the  continuance  and  heightening  of  thofe  difTen- 
tions  which  had  early  riien  among  them. 

The  party  now  in  power  will  eafily  agree,  that 
this  defign  of  overthrowing  the  fuccefiion,  could 
not  be  owing  to  any  principle  of  confcience  in 
thofe  whom  they  accufe  ;  for  they  knew  very  we1,!, 
by  their  own  experience  and  obfervation,  t'  :iL 
fuch  kind  of  fcruples  have  given  but  fmall  dif-. 
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turbance  of  late  years  in  thefe  kingdoms.  Since 
intereft  is  therefore  the  only  teft  by  which  we  are 
to  judge  the  intentions  of  thofe  who  manage 
public  affairs,  it  would  have  been  but  reafonable, 
to-  have  (hewn  how  the  intereft  of  the  Queen's 
minifters  could  be  advanced  by  introducing  the 
Pretender,  before  they  were  charged  with  fuch 
an  intention.  Her  Majefty  was  feveral  years 
younger  than  her  intended  fuceeffbr,  and,  at  the 
beginning  of  that  miniftry,  had  no  diforders,  ex- 
cept the  gout,  which  is  not  ufually  reckoned  a 
fhortener  of  life  ;  and  thofe  in  chief  truft  were, 
generally  fpeaking,  older  than  their  Miftrefs :  So 
that  no  perfons  had  ever  a  fairer  profpecl:  of  run- 
ning on  the  natural  life  of  an  Englifh  miniftry  -r 
confidering,  likewife,  the  general  vogue  of  the 
kingdom,  at  that  time,  in  their  fa\rour.  And  it 
will  be  hard  to  find  an  inftance  in  hiftory,  of  a 
fet  of  men,  in  full  pofleffion  of  power,  fo  fan?- 
giiine  as  to  form  an  enterprize  of  overthrowing 
the  government,  without  the  vifible  profpeft  of* 
a  general  defection,  which  (then  at  leaft)  was  not 
to  be  hoped  for.  Neither  do  I  believe  it  was 
ever  heard  of,  that  a  miniftry  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  durft  engage  in  fo  dangerous  an  attempt, 
without  the  direct  commands-  of  their  Sovereign. 
And  as  to  the  perfons  then  in  fervice,  if  they 
may  be  allowed  to  have  common  fenfe,  they 
would  much  fooner  have  furrendered  their  em- 
ployments, than  hazard  the  lofs  of  their  heads  at 
fo  great  odds,  before  they  had  tried  or  changed 
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the  difpofition  of  the  parliament ;  which  is  an  ac- 
cufation,  that,  I  think,  none  of  their  libellers  have 
charged  upon  them ;  at  leaft  till  towards  the  end 
of  their  miniftry,  and  then  very  abfurdly,  becaufe 
the  want  of  time,  and  other  circumftances,  ren- 
dered fuch  a  work  impoffible,  for  feveral  reafons 
which  I  have  already  related. 

And  whoever  confiders  the  late  Queen,  fo  little 
enterprizing  in  her  nature,  fo  much  given  to  de- 
lay, and  at  the  fame  time  fo  obftinate  in  her  opi- 
nions, (as  rejlivenefs  is  commonly  attended  with, 
flownefs),  fo  great  a  purfuer  of  peace  and  quiet, 
and  fo  exempt  from  the  two  powerful  pafiions  of 
love  and  hatred  ;  will  hardly  think  fhe  had  a  fpi- 
rit  turned  for  fuch  an  undertaking  ^  if  we  add  to 
this,  the  contempt  fhe  often  exprefied  for  the 
perfon  and  concerns  of  the  Chevalier,  her  bro- 
ther, of  which  I  have  already  faid  enough  ta  be 
understood. 

It  hath  been  objected  againft  the  late  Queen, 
and  her  fervants,  as  a  mark  of  no  favourable  dif- 
pofition towards  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  that  the 
Electoral  Prince  was  not  invited  to  reside  in  Eng- 
land :  And,  at  the  fame  time,  it  ought  to  be  ob-t 
ferved,  that  this  objection  was  raifed  and  fpread 
by  the  leaders  of  that  party,  who  firft  oppofed 
the  counfel  of  inviting  him  •,  offering,  among 
other  arguments  againft  it,  the  example  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  who  would  not  fo  much  as  fuffer  her 
fuccefibr  to  be  declared,  exprefling  herfelf,  that 
ilie  would  not  live  with  her  gravc-ftone  always  la 
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her  fight ;  although  the  cafe  be  by  no  means  pa- 
rallel between  the  two  Queens.  For  in  her  late 
Majefty's  reign,  the  crown  was  as  firmly  fettled 
on  the  Hanover  family,  as  the  legiflature  could 
do  it :  And  the  queftion  was  only,  Whether  the 
prefumptive  heir,  of  diftant  kindred,  fhould  keep 
his  court  in  the  fame  kingdom  and  metropolis 
with  the  Sovereign,  while  the  nation  was  torn 
between  different  parties,  to  be  at  the  head  of 
that  faction,  which  her  Majefly,  and  the  body  of 
her  people,  utterly  difapproved  ?  And,  therefore, 
the  leaders  on  both  fides,  when  they  were  in 
power,  did  pofitively  determine  this  queftion  in 
the  negative.  And,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to 
judge  by  events,  the  reafons  were  cogent  enough, 
fince  differences  may  happen  to  arife  between  two 
princes  the  moft  nearly  allied  in  blood  •,  although 
it  be  true  indeed,  that,  where  the  duty  to  a  pa- 
rent is  added  to  the  allegiance  of  a  fubject,  the 
confequence  of  family-diirentions  may  not  always 
be  confiderable. 

For  my  own  part,  I  freely  told  my  opinion  to 
the  minifters  ;  and  did  afterwards  offer  many 
reafons  for  it,  in  a  difcourfe  intended  for  the 
public,  (but  (topped  by  the  Queen's  death),  that 
the  young  grandfon  (whofe  name  I  cannot  re- 
member) {hould  be  invited  over  to  be  educated 
in  England ;  by  which,  I  conceived,  the  Queen 
might  be  fecure  from  the  influence  of  cabals  and 
factions  ;  the  zelots,  who  affected  to  believe  the 
fucceffion  in  danger,  could  have  no  pretences  to 
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complain  ;  and  the  nation  might  one  day  hope 
to  be  governed  by  a  pi-ince  of  Englifh  manners 
and  language,  as  well  as  acquainted  with  the  true 
conftitmion  of  church  and  ftate.  And  this  was 
the  judgment  of  thofe  at  the  helm  before  I  offer- 
ed it :  Neither  were  they  or  their  Miftrefs  to  be 
blamed,  that  fuch  a  refolution  was  not  purfued. 
Perhaps,  from  what  hath  fince  happened,  the 
reader  will  be  able  to  fatisfy  hivnfelf. 

I  have  now  faid  all  I  could  think  convenient 
(confidering  the  time  wherein  1  am  writing)  up- 
on thofe  two  points,  which  I  propofed  to  dif- 
courfe  on  ;  wherein  I  have  dealt  with  the  utmoft 
impartiality,  and,  I  think,  upon  the  faireft  fup- 
pofition,  which  is  that  of  allowing  men  to  act 
upon  the  motives  of  their  interefts  and  their  paf- 
fions :  For  I  am  not  fo  weak  as  to  think  one 
miniftry  more  virtuous  than  another,  unlefs  by 
chance,  or  by  extraordinary  prudence  and  virtue 
of  the  prince ;  which  laft,  taking  mankind  in  the 
lump,  and  adding  the  great  counterbalance  of 
royal  education,  is  a  very  rare  accident ;  and, 
where  it  happens,  is  even  then  of  little  ufe,  when 
factions  are  violent.  But  it  fo  falls  out,  that, 
among  contending  parties  in  England,  the  general 
intereft  of  church  and  ftate  is  more  the  private 
intereft  of  one  fide  than  the  other ;  fo  that 
whoever  profeffeth  to  act  upon  a  principle  of 
obferving  the  laws  of  his  country,  may  have  a 
Cafe  rule  to  follow,  by  difcovering  whofe  parti- 
cular advantage  it  chiefly  is,  that  the  conftitution 
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fiiould  be  prefervcd  intire  in  all  its  parts.  For 
there  cannot,  properly  fpeak'mg,  be  above  two 
parties  in  fuch.  a  government  as  our's  ;  and  one 
fide  will  find  themfelves  obliged  to  take  in  all  the 
fubaltern  denominations  of  thofe  who  diflike  the 
prefent  eftablithment,  in  order  to  make  them- 
felves  a  balance  againft  the  other  ;  and  fuch  a  par- 
ty, compofed  of  mixed  bodies,  although  they  dif- 
fer widely  in  the  feveral  fundamentals  of  religion 
and  government,  and  all  of  them  from  the  true 
public  intereft  ;  yet,  whenever  their  leaders  are 
taken  into  power,  under  an  ignorant,  una&ive, 
or  ill-defigning  prince,  will  probably,  by  the 
affiftance  of  time  or  force,  become  the  majority, 
unlefs  they  be  prevented  by  a  fteadinefs,  which 
there  is  little  reafon  to  hope,— or  by  fome  re- 
volution, which  there  is  much  more  reafon  to 
fear.  For  abufes  in  adminiftration  may  lad 
much  longer  than  politicians  feem  to  be  aware 
of;  efpecially  where  fome  bold  fteps  are  made 
to  corrupt  the  very  fountain  of  power  and  legi- 
fhture  :  In  which  cafe,  as  it  may  happen  in  fom/e 
ftates,  the  whole  body  of  the  people  are  drawn 
in,  by  their  own  fuppofed  confent,  to  be  their 
own  enflavers  ;  and,  where  will  they  find  a  thread 
to  wind  themfelves  out  of  this  labyrinth  ?  Or, 
will  they  not  rather  wifh  to  be  governed  by  ar- 
bitrary power,  after  the  manner  of  other  na- 
tions ?  For  whoever  confiders  the  courfe  of  the 
Roman  Empire  after  Ciefar's  ufurpation,  the 
long  continuance  of  the  Turkifli  government, 
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or  the  deftruction  of  the  Gothic  balance  in  mofl 
kingdoms  of  Europe,  will  eafily  fee  how  control- 
able  that  maxim  is,  That  res  nolunt  dlu  male  ad- 
mimjlrari :  Becaufe,  as  corruptions  are  more 
natural  to  mankind  than  perfections,  fo  they 
are  more  likely  to  have  a  longer  continuance. 
For  the  vices  of  men,  confidered  as  individuals, 
are  exactly  the  famf  when  they  are  moulded  into 
bodies ;  nor  otherwife  to  be  with-held  in  their 
effects,  than  by  good  fundamental  laws ;  in 
which  when  any  great  breaches  are  made,  the 
confequence  will  be  the  fame  as  in  the  life  of  a 
particular  man,  whofe  vices  are  feldoin  known  to 
end,  but  with  himfeif. 
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THE 

ADDRESS 

OF       T    H    B 

HOUSE  of  LORDS  to  the  qUEEN. 


[Drawn  up  by  Dr  SWIFT,  at  the  command  of 
the  LORD  TREASURER,  and  delivered  by 
the  DUKE  of  GRAFTON.] 


WE  your  Majefly's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, in  parliament  aflembled,  do,  with  the 
greateft  joy  and  fatisfa&ion,  return  our  humble 
thanks  to  your  Majefty,  for  your  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  for  communicating 
to  this  Houfe,  that  peace  is  agreed  on,  fo  honour- 
able to  your  Majefty,  and  fafe  and  advantageous 
to  your  kingdoms  ;  by  which  we  hope,  with  the 
bleffing  of  God,  that  your  people  will,  in  a  few 
years,  recover  themfelves,  after  fo  long  and  ex- 
penfive  a  war.  We  likewife  beg  leave  to  con- 
gratulate with  your  Majefty,  upon  the  fuccefs  of 
your  endeavours  for  a  general  peace  j  whereby 
i  the 
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the  tranquillity  and  welfare  of  Europe  will  be 
owing  (next  to  the  Divine  Providence)  to  your 
Majefty's  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  We  never  had 
the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  your  Majefty,  who  is  the 
greateft  ornament  and  protestor  of  the  Protef- 
tant  Religion,  would  do  every  thing  for  fecuring 
the  Proteftant  fucceffion  ;  towards  which  nothing 
can  be  more  neceffary,  than  the  perfect  harmony 
there  is  between  your  Majefty  and  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover.  And  we  do  humbly  aflure  your  Ma- 
jefty, that,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  exprefs  your 
dependence  (next  under  God)  upon  the  duty 
and  affection  of  your  people  ;  we  think  our- 
ielves  bound,  by  the  greateft  ties  of  religion, 
loyalty,  and  gratitude,  to  make  all  returns  that 
can  be  due,  from  the  moft  obedient  fubjecls,  to 
the  moft  indulgent  Sovereign. 


VOL.  XI.  H  AN' 
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A    N 

ANECDOTE 

RELATIVE    TO    THE 

PEACE    OF    UTRECHT. 


ON E  Dr  Helvetius  was  fent  from  Paris,  by 
Torcy,  to  Devenwordt  at  the  Hague,  with 
the  firft  propefals  for  a  peace  feparate  with  Hol- 
land ;  a  year  after  which,  the  preliminaries,  at 
Gertrudenberg,  were  tranfafted  by  the  Mar. 
D'Uxelles  and  Polignac,  and  afterwards  Me- 
nager  was  privately  difpatched  to  the  fame  effect. 
.  My  Lord  Strafford  had  the  firft  intimation  of 
thefe  feparate  tranfadtions  of  France  and  Hol- 
land, from  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  as  a 
thing  a  good  while  before  in  agitation;  and  after- 
wards from  Devenwordt  himfelf,  who  told  him 
that  he  fent  to  Paris  for  Dr  Helvetius  to  cure 
him  of  a  rheumatifm,  which  opportunity  Torcy 
took  to  negociate  by  him. 

Helvetius  fince  confirmed  the  fame   ftory  to 
my  Lord  Strafford,  in  the  year  1720. 


A    COPY    OF 

DR  SWIFT's  MEMORIAL  to  the  QUEEN. 
APRIL  15. 


THE  change  of  miniftry  about  four  years 
ago,  the  fall  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
and  the  proceedings  fince,  in  relation  to  the 
peace  and  treaties,  are  all  capable  of  being  very 
malicioufly  reprefented  to  pofterity,  if  they  fhould 
fall  under  the  pen  of  fome  writer  of  the  oppo- 
fite  party,  as  they  probably  may. 

Upon  thefe  reafons,  it  is  neceflary,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Queen,  and  in  juftice  to  her  fer- 
vants,  that  fome  able  hand  {hould  be  immediate- 
ly employed  to  write  the  hiftory  of  her  Maje- 
fty's  reign;  that  the  truth  of  things  may  be 
tranfmitted  to  future  ages,  and  bear  down  the 
falfehood  of  malicious  pens. 

The  Dean  of  St  Patrick's  is  ready  to  under- 
take this  work,  humbly  defiring  her  Majefty 
will  plcafe  to  appoint  him  her  historiographer  ; 
not  from  any  view  of  the  profit,  (which  is  fo  in- 
conliderable  that  it  will  hardly  ferve  to  pay  the 
expcnce  of  fearching  offices)  but  from  an  earneft 
defire  to  ferve  his  Queen  and  country  ;  for  which 
that  employment  will  qualify  him,  by  an  oppor- 
tunity of  accefs  to  thole  places  where  papers 
and  records  are  kept,  which  will  be  necetfary  to 
any  who  undertake  fuch  an  hiftory. 

H  2  SOME- 
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SOME 

CONSIDERATIONS 

UPON       THE 

C  O  N  S  E  Q^U  E  N  C  £  & 

HOPED    AND    FEARED    FROM    THE 

DEATH    of    the    Q^U   E   E   N. 

A  u  G.  9.    1714. 

IN  order  to  fet  in  a  clear  light  what  I  have  to 
fay  upon  this  fubjedt,  it  will  be  convenient  to 
examine  the  ft'ate  of  the  nation  with  reference  to 
the  two  contending  parties.  This  cannot  well  be 
done,  without  fome  little  retrofpe<Ttion  into  the 
five  laft  years  of  her  late  Majefly's  reign. 

I  have  it  from  unqueftionable  authority,  that 
the  Duchefs  of  Marlboroughrs  favour  began  to 
decline  very  foon  after  the  Queen's  acceffion  to 
the  throne,  and  that  the  Earl  of  Godolphin's 
held  not  much  above  two  years  longer ;  although 
her  Majefty  (no  ill  concealer  of  her  affections) 
did  not  think  fit  to  deprive  them  of  their  power 
\jntil  a  long  time  after. 

The 


The  Duke  of  Marlbordngh,  and  the  Earl  of 
Godolphin,  having  fallen  early  into  the  interefts 
of  the  lower  party,  for  certain  reafons  not  fea- 
fonabie  here  to  be  mentioned,  (but  which  may 
deferve  a  place  in  the  hiftory  of  that  reign),  they 
made  large  fteps  that  way  upon  the  death  of  the 
Prince  of  Denmark,  taking  in  fcveral  among  the 
warmeft  leaders  of  that  fide,  into  the  chief  em- 
ployments of  the  ftate.  Mr  Harley,  then  flcre- 
tary  of  ftate,  who  difliked  their  proceedings,  and 
had  very  near  overthrown  their  whole  fcheme, 
was  removed  with  the  utmoft  indignation  ;  and 
about  the  fame  time,  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  and 
•Mr  St  John,  with  feme  others,  voluntarily  gave 
up  their  employments. 

But  the  Queen,  who  had  then  a  great  efteem 
for  the  perfon  and  abilities  of  Mr  Harley,  (and  in 
proportion  of  the  other  two,  although  at  that 
time  not  equally  known  to  her),  was  deprived  of 
his  fervice  with  fome  regret-,  and  upon  that,  and 
other  motives  well  known  at  court,  began  to 
think  herfelf  hardly  ufed  ;  and  feveral  ftorics  ran 
about,  whether  true  or  falfe,  that  her  Majefly 
was  not  always  treated  with  that  duty  fhe  might 
expect.  Mean-time  the  church-party  were  loud 
in  their  complaints  ;  furmifing,  from  the  viru- 
lence of  feveral  pamphlets,  from  certain  bills  pro- 
jected to  be  brought  into  Parliament,  from  en- 
deavours to  repeal  the  facramental-teft,  from  the 
avowed  principles  and  free  fpeeches  of  fome  per- 
fons  in  power,  and  other  jealouiks  ueedlefs  to 
H  3  repeat, 


repeat,  that  111  defigns  were  forming  agalnft  the 
religion  eftablifhed. 

Thefe  fears  were  all  confirmed  by  the  trial  of 
Dr  Sacheverel,  which  drew  the  populace,  as  one 
man,  into  the  party  againft  the  miniftry  and  par- 
liament. 

The  miniftry  were  very  fufpicious,  that  the 
Queen  had  ftill  a  referve  of  favour  for  Mr  Har- 
ley,  which  appeared  by  a  pafiage  that  happened 
fome  days  after  his  removal :  For,  the  Earl  of 
,  Godolphin's  coach  and  his  happening  to  meet 
near  Kenfington,  the  Earl  a  few  hours  after  re- 
proached the  Queen,  that  fhe  privately  admitted 
Mr  Harley,  and  was  not  without  fome  difficul- 
ty undeceived  by  her  Majefty's  afieverations  to 
the  contrary. 

Soon  after  the  Doctor's  trial,  this  gentleman, 
by  the  Queen's  command,  and  the  intervention 
of  Mrs  Mafham,  was  brought  up  the  back- 
ftairs  j  and  that  Princefs,  fpirited  by  the  addref- 
£es  from  all.  parts,  which  {hewed  the  inclinations 
of  her  fubjects  to  be  very  averfe  from  the  proceed- 
ings  in  court  and  parliament,  was  reiblved  to 
break  the  united  power  of  the  Marlborough  and 
Godolphin  families,  and  to  begin  this  work,  by 
taking  the  difpofal  of  employments  into  her  own 
hands  :  For  which  an  opportunity  happened  by 
the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Eflex,  lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  whofe  employment  was  given  to  the  Earl 
Rivers,  to  the  great  difcontent  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  intended  it  for  the  Duke  cf 
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Northumberland,  then  Colonel  of  the  Oxford 
regiment,  to  which  the  Earl  of  Hartford  was  to 
fucceed.  Some  time  after,  the  Chamberlain's 
ftaff  was  difpofed  of  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury, 
in  the  abfence,  and  without  the  privity  of  the 
Earl  of  Godolphin.  The  Earl  of  Sunderland's 
removal  followed,  and  laftly  that  of  the  High 
Treafurer  himfelf,  whofe  office  was  put  into 
commifiion,  whereof  Mr  Harley  (made  at  the 
fame  time  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  was 
one.  I  need  fay  nothing  of  other  removals, 
which  are  well  enough  known  and  remembered ; 
Let  it  fuffice,  that  in  eight  or  nine  months  time, 
the  whole  face  of  the  court  was  altered,  and  ve- 
ry few  friends  of  the  former  miniftry  left  in  any 
great  ftations  there. 

I  have  good  reafons  ta  be  aflured,  that  when 
the  Queen  began  this  change,  (he  had  no  inten- 
tions to  carry  it  fo  far  as  the  church-party  ex- 
pected, and  have  fince.  been  fo  impatient  to  fee. 
For,  although  fhe  were  a  true  profefTor  of  the 
religion  eftablifhed,  yet  the  firft  motives  to  this 
alteration  did  not  arife  from  any  dangers  fhe  ap* 
prehended  to  that  or  the  government ;  but  from 
a  defire  to  get  out  of  the  dominion  of  fome,  who 
fhe  thought  had  kept  her  too  much  and  too  long 
in  pupilage.  She  was  in  her  own  nature  ex- 
tremely dilatory  and  timorous;  yet,  upon,  fome 
occafions,  pofltive  to  a  great  degree.  And  when 
fhe  had  got  rid  of  thofe  who  had,  as  flie  thought, 
given  her  the  moft  uneafinefs,  fhe  was  inclined 

to 
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to  ftop,  and  entertain  a  fancy  of  acting  upon  a 
moderating  fcheme,  from  whence  it  was  very 
difficult  to  remove  her.  At  the  fame  time  I 
muft  confefs  my  belief,  that  this  imagination 
was  put  into  her  head,  and  made  ufe  of  as  an 
encouragement  to  begin  that  work,  after  which 
her  advifers  might  think  it  eafier  to  prevail  with 
her  to  go  as  far  as  they  thought  fit.  That  thefe 
were  her  Majefty's  difpofitions  in  that  conjunc- 
ture, may  be  confirmed  by  many  inftances.  In 
the  very  height  of  the  change,  {he  appeared 
very  loth  to  part  with  two  great  officers  of  ftate 
of  the  other  party ;  and  fome,  \vhofe  abfence 
the  new  minifters  moft  earneftly  wifhed,  held  in 
for  above  two  years  after. 

Mr  Harley,  who  acted  as  firft  minifter  before 
he  had  the  ftaff",  as  he  was  a  lover  of  gentle 
meafures,  and  inclined  to  procraftination,  fo  he 
could  not,  with  any  decency,  prefs  the  Queen 
too  much  againft  her  nature  ;  becaufe  it  would 
be  like  running  upon  the  rock  where  his  prede- 
ceflbrs  had  fplit.  But,  violent  humours  running 
both  in  the  kingdom  and  the  new  parliament, 
againft  the  principles  and  perfons  of  the  Low- 
church  party,  gave  this  minifter  a  very  difficult 
part  to  play.  The  warm  members  in  both  Hou- 
fes,  efpecially  among  the  Commons,  prefled  for  a 
thorough  change;  and  fo  did  almoft  all  the 
Queen's  new  fervants,  efpecially  after  Mr  Har- 
ley was  made  an  Earl  and  High  Treafurer.  He 
could  not  in  good  policy  own  his  want  of  power, 
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nor  fling  the  blame  upon  his  Miftrefs.  And,  as 
too  much  fecrefy  was  one  of  his  faults,  he  would 
often,  upon  thefe  occafions,  keep  his  ncareft 
friends  in  the  dark.  The  truth  is,  he  had  like- 
wife  other  views,  which  were  better  fuited  to  the 
maxims  of  State  in  general,  than  to  that  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs.  By  leaving  many  employments 
in  the  hands  of  the  difcontented  party,  he  fell 
in  with  the  Queen's  humour,  he  hoped  to  ac- 
quire the  reputation  of  lenity,  and  kept  a  great 
number  of  expectants  in  order,  who  had  liberty 
to  hope,  while  any  thing  remained  undifpofed 
of.  He  feemed  alfo  to  think,  as  other  minifters 
have  done,  that  fince  factions  are  neceflary  in 
fuch  a  government  as  our's,  it  would  be  prudent 
not  altogether  to  lay  the  prefcnt  one  proftrate, 
left  another  more  plaufible,  and  therefore  not  fo 
eafy  to  grapple  with,  might  arife  in  its  ftead. 

However,  it  is  certain  that  a  great  part  of  the 
load  he  bore  was  unjuftly  laid  on  him.  He  had 
no  favourites  among  the  Whig-party,  whom  he 
kept  in  upon  the  fcore  of  old  fricndfhip  or  ac- 
quaintance ;  and  he  was  a  greater  object  of  their 
hatred,  than  all  the  rniniftry  together. 
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SERMON 

UPON      T  H  £ 

MARTYRDOM  of  K.  CHARLES  L 

Preached  at  St  Patrick's,  Dublin,  Jan.  30.  1725-6, 
being  Sunday. 


GENESIS  xlix.  5,  6,  7. 

SIMEON  and  LEVI  are  brethren ;  inflruments  of 
cruelty  are  in  their  habitations. 

O  my  foul !  come  not  thou  into  their  fecret  ;  unto 
their  aj/embly,  mine  honour •,  be  not  thou  united: 
for  in  their  anger  they  Jleiu  a  many  and  in  their 
felf-ivill  they  digged  dotvn  a  ivcdl. 

Curfed  be  their  anger,  for  it  ivas  fierce  ;  and  their 
•wrath )f or  it  *was  cruel.  I  "will  divide  them  in 
JACOB,  and f cotter  them  in  ISRAEL. 

I  Know  very  well,  that  the  church  hath  been 
often  cenfured  for   keeping   holy  this  day 
of  humiliation,  in  memory  of  that  excellent  King 
and  bleffed  Martyr  Charles  I.  who  rather  chofe 
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to  die  on  a  fcaffold,  than  betray  the  religion  and 
liberties  of  his  people,  wherewith  GOD  and  the 
laws  had  entrufted  him.  But,  at  the  fame  time, 
it  is  manifeft,  that  thofe  who  make  fuch  cenfures, 
are  either  peo'ple  without  any  religion  at  all,  or 
who  derive  their  principles,  and  perhaps  their 
birth,  from  the  abettors  of  thofe  who  contrived 
the  murder  of  that  Prince,  and  have  not  yet 
fhewn  the  world  that  their  opinions  are  changed. 
It  is  alledged,  that  the  obfervation  of  this  day  hath 
ferved  to  continue  and  encreafe  the  auimofity  and 
enmity  among  our  countrymen,  and  to  difunite 
Proteftants ;  that  a  law  was  made,  upon  the 
reftoration  of  the  Martyr's  fon,  for  a  general 
pardon  and  oblivion,  forbidding  all  reproaches 
upon  that  occafion  ;  and,  fince  none  are  now- 
alive  who  were  actors  or  inftruments  in  that  tra-. 
gedy,  it  is  thought  hard  and  uncharitable  to 
keep  up  the  memory  of  it  for  all  generations. 
Now,  becaufe  I  conceive  moft  of  you  to  be  igno- 
rant in  many  particulars  concerning  that  horrid 
murder,  and  the  rebellion  which  preceded  it ; 
I  will, 

Firft,  relate  to  you  fo  much  of  the  ftory  as 
may  be  fufficient  for  your  information  : 

Secondly,  I  will  tell  you  the  confequences 
which  this  bloody  deed  had  upon  thefe  kingdoms: 

And,  laftly,  I  will  fhew  you  to  what  good  ufes 
this  folemn  day  of  humiliation  may  be  applied. 

As  to  the  firft,  In  the  reign  of  this  prince, 
Charles  the  Martyr,  the  power  and  prerogative 
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Of  the  king  were  much  greater  than  they  are  in 
our  times,  and  fo  had  been  for  at  leaft  700  years 
before :  And  the  beft  princes  we  ever  had,  car- 
ried their  power  much  farther,  than  the  blefied 
Martyr  offered  to  do,  in  the  moft  blameable  part 
of  his  reign.  Btit,  the  lands  of  the  crown  hav- 
ing been  prodigally  beftowed  to  favourites,  in 
the  preceding  reigns,  the  fucceeding  kings  could 
not  fupport  themfelves  without  taxes  raifed  by 
parliament  ;  which  put  them  under  a  neceffity  of 
frequently  calling  thofe  aflemblies :  And,  the 
crown-lands  being  gotten  into  the  hands  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  befide  the  pofleffions  of 
which  the  church  had  been  robbed  by  Henry 
VIII.;  power,  which  always  follows  property, 
grew  to  lean  to  the  fide  of  the  people,  by 
whom  even  the  juft  rights  of  the  crown  were 
often  difputed. 

But  further:  Upon  the  cruel  perfecution  raifed 
againft  the  Proteftants,  under  Queen  Mary,  a- 
mong  great  numbers  who  fled  the  kingdom  to 
feek  for  flicker,  feveral  went  and  refided  at  Ge- 
neva, which  is  a  commonwealth  governed  with- 
out a  king,  and  where  the  religion,  contrived  by 
Calvin,  is  without  the  order  of  bifliops.  When 
the  Proteftant  faith  was  reftored  by  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, thofe  who  fled  to  Geneva  returned  among 
the  reft  home  to  England, — and  were  grown  fo 
fond  of  the  government  and  religion  of  the  place 
they  had  left,  that  they  ufed  all  poflible  endea- 
vours to  introduce  both  into  their  own -country  ; 
i  at 
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?.t  the  fame  time  continually  preaching  and  rail- 
ing againft  ceremonies  and  ditlincT:  habits  of  the 
clergy,  taxing  whatever  they  difliked  as  a  rem- 
nant of  Popery,  and  continued  extremely  trou- 
blefome  to  the  church  and  ftate,  under  that 
great  Queen,  as  well  as  her  fucceflbr  K.  James  I. 
Thefe  people  called  themfelves  PURITANS,  as 
pretending  to  a  purer  faith  than  thofe  of  the 
church  eftablifhed.  And  thefe  were  the  foun- 
ders of  our  diflenters.  They  did  not  think  it 
fufficient  to  leave  all  the  errors  of  Popery,  but 
threw  off  many  laudable  and  edifying  inftitutions 
of  the  Primitive  Church,  and,  at  laft,  even  the 
government  of  bifhops  ;  which,  having  been 
ordained  by  the  Apoftles  themfelves,  had  con- 
tinued without  interruption,  in  all  Chriftian 
churches,  for  above  1500  years  j  and  all  this 
they  did,  not  becaufe  thofe  things  were  evil, 
but  becaufe  they  were  kept  by  the  Papifts.  From 
thence  they  proceeded,  by  degrees,  to  quarrel 
•with  the  kingly  government ;  becaufe,  as  I  have 
already  faid,  the  city  of  Geneva,  to  which  their 
fathers  had  flown  for  refuge,  was  a  common- 
wealth, or  government  of  the  people. 

Thefe  Puritans,  about  the  middle  of  the  Mar- 
tyr's reign,  were  grown  to  be  a  confiderable  fac- 
tion in  the  kingdom,  and  in  the  Lower  Houfe  of 
parliament.  They  filled  the  public  with  the  moft 
falfe  and  bitfler  libels  againft  the  bifhops  and  cler- 
gy, accufing  chiefly  the  very  beft  among  them  of 
Popery  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Houfe  of 
VOL.  XI.  I  Commons 
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Commons  grew  fo  infolent  and  uneafy  to  the 
King,  that  they  refufed  to  furnifh  him  with  ne- 
cefTary  iupplies  for  the  fupport  of  his  family,  un- 
lefs  upon  fuch.  conditions  as  he  could  not  fubmit 
to,  without  forfeiting  his  confcience  and  honour, 
and  even  his  coronation-oath.  And,  in  fuch  an 
extremity,  he  was  forced  upon  a  practice,  no  way 
juftiriable,  of  railing  money  ;  for  which,  how- 
ever, he  had  the  opinion  of  the  judges  on  his 
fide  :  For,  wicked  judges  there  were  in  thofe 
times,  as  well  as  in  our's.  There  were  likewife 
many  complaints,  and  fometimes  juflly,  made 
againft  the  proceedings  of  a  certain  court  called 
the  Star-chamber,  a  judicature  of  great  antiquity, 
but  had  fuffered  fome  corruptions,  for  which, 
however,  the  King  was  no  way  anfwerable.  I 
cannot  recollect  any  more  fubjects  of  complaint, 
with  the  leaft  ground  of  reafon ;  nor  is  it  need- 
ful to  recollect  them  ;  becaufe  this  gracious  King 
did,  upon  the  firft  application,  redrefs  all  griev- 
ance's by  an  act  of  parliament,  and  put  it  out  of 
his  power  to  do  any  hardihips  for  the  future. 
But  that  wicked  faction  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, not  content  with  all  thofe  marks  of  his 
juftice  and  condefcenfion,  urged  ftill  for  more; 
and,  joining  with  a  factious  party  from  Scotland, 
who  had  the  fame  fancies  in  religion,  forced  him 
to  pafs  an  act  for  cutting  off  the  head  of  his  beft 
and  chief  minifter ;  and  at  the  lame  time,  com- 
pelled him,  by  tumults  and  theatenings  of  a  pact 
rabble,  poiibned  with  the  fame  doctrines,  to  pafs 
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another  law,  by  which  it  fhould  not  be  in  his 
power  to  diflblvc  that  parliament  without  their 
own  confent.  Thus,  by  the  greatcft  weaknefs 
and  infatuation  that  ever  pofTeired  any  man's  fpi- 
rit,  this  Prince  did  in  eftecl  iign  his  own  deftruc- 
tion.  For  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  having  the 
reins  in  their  own  hands,  drove  on  furioufly  ; 
lent  him  every  day  fome  unreafonable  demand, 
and  when  he  refufed  to  grant  it,  made  ufe  of 
their  own  power;  and  declared,  that  an  ordinance 
of  both  Houfes,  without  the  King's  confent, 
fhould  be  obeyed  as  a  law,  -contrary  to  all  reafon 
and  equity,  as  well  as  to  the  fundamental  confti- 
tution  of  the  kingdom. 

About  this  time  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  broke 
out,  wherein  his  parliament  refufed  to  affift  him; 
nor  would  accept  his  offer  to  come  hither  in  per- 
fon,  to  fubduo  thofe  rebels.  Thefe,  and  a  thou- 
fand  other  barbarities,  forced  the  King  to  lum- 
mon  his  ioyal  fubjcc~ts  to  his  ftanclard  in  hib  own 
defence.  INie.tn-vvhiie  the  j.nglifh  parliament,  m- 
•ftead  of  helping  the  poor  Proteftants  here,  ft 
on  the  very  army  that  his  Majcfty  was  lending 
over  for  our  relief,  and  turned  them  againlt  their 
own  Sovereign.  The  rebellion  in  England  con- 
tinued four  or  live  years  :  At  laft  the  King  was 
forced  to  fly  in  dilguile  to  the  Scots,  who  fold 
him  to  the  rebels.  And  thefe  Puritans  had  the 
impudent  cruelty  to  try  his  facred  perfon  in  a 
mock  court  of  juihce,  and  to  cut  off  his  hcsu,  ; 
which  he  might  have  favud,  if  he  would  have 
J  2  vielded 


yielded  to  betray  the  conftitution  in  church  and 
ftate. 

In  this  whole  proceeding  Simeon  and  Lev!  were 
brethren,  the  wicked  infinuations  of  thofe  fana- 
tical preachers  ftirring  up  the  cruelty  of  the  fol- 
<iiers,  who,  by  force  of  arms,  excluded  from 
the  Houfe  every  member  of  parliament  whom 
they  apprehended  to  bear  the  leaft  inclination-  to- 
wards an  agreement  with  the  King,  fuffering  on- 
ly thofe  to  enter  who  thirfted  chiefly  for  his 
blood  ;  and  this  the  very  account  given  by  their 
own  writers.  From  whence  it  is  clear,  that  this 
Prince  was,  in  all  refpedls,  a  real  martyr  for  the 
true  religion,  and  the  liberty  of  his  people.  That 
odious  parliament  had  firft  turned  the  bifhops 
out  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  in  a  few  years  after, 
they  murdered  their  King ;  then  immediately 
aboliihed  the  whole  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  and  fo,  at 
laft,  obtained  their  wifhes,  of  having  a  govern- 
ment of  the  people,  and  a  new  religion,  both 
after  the  manner  of  Geneva,  without  a  King,  a 
bifhop,  or  a  nobleman  ;  and  this  they  blafphe- 
moufly  called  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  and  his 
faints. 

This  is  enough  for  your  information  on  the 
firft  head  :  I  fhall  therefore  proceed  to  the  fe- 
cond,  wherein  I  will  fhew  you  the  miferable  con- 
fequences  which  that  abominable  rebellion  and 
murder  produced  in  thefe  nations. 

Firft,  The  Irifh  rebellion  was  wholly  owing 
10  that  wicked  Englifti  parliament.  For  the 
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leaders  in  the  Irifh  Popifh  mafliicre  would  never 
have  dared  to  ftir  a  finger,  if  they  had  not  been 
encouraged  by  that  rebellious  fpirit  in  the  Engr 
liih  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  they  very  well 
knew  muft  difable  the  King  from  lending  any 
fupplies  to  his  Proteiiant  fubjects  here  ;  ami, 
therefore,  we  may  truly  fay,  that  the  Englifh 
parliament  held  the  King's  hands,  while  the  IriuV 
Papifts  were  cutting  our  grandfathers  throats. 

Secondly,  That  murderous  Puritan-parliament, 
when  they  had  all  in  their  own  power,  could  not 
agree  upon  any  one  method  of  fettling  a  form,  ei- 
ther of  religion,  or  civil  government,  but  changed 
every  day  from  fchifm  to  fchifm,  from  herefy  to 
herefy,  and  from  one  faction  to  another.  From 
whence  arofe  that  wild  confution  ftill  continuing 
in  our  feveral  ways  of  ferving  God, — and  thofe 
abfurd  notions  of  civil  power,  which  have  fo  of- 
ten torn  i\s  with  factions,  more  than  any  other 
nation  in  Europe. 

Thirdly,  To  this  rebellion  and  murder  have 
been  owing  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  Atheifm 
among  us.  For  men  obferving  what  numberlefs 
villanies  of  all  kinds  were  committed  during 
twenty  years,  under  pretence  of  zeal  and  the  re- 
formation of  God's  church,  were  eafily  tempted 
to  doubt,  that  all  religion  was  a  mere  impofture: 
And  the  fame  fpirit  of  infidelity,  fo  far  fpread 
among  us  at  this  prefent,  is  nothing  but  the  fruit 
of  the  feeds  fo\vn  by  thofe  rebellious  hypocritical 
faints, 
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Fourthly,  The  old  virtue  and  loyalty,  and  ge- 
nerous fpirit  of  the  Englifh  nation,  were  wholly 
corrupted  by  the  power,  the  doctrine,  and  the 
example  of  thofe  wicked  people.  Many  of  the 
ancient  nobility  were  killed,  and  their  families 
extinct,  in  defence  of  their  prince  and  country, 
or  murdered  by  the  mercilefs  courts  of  juftice. 
Some  of  the  worft  among  them  favoured,  or 
complied  with  the  reigning  iniquities  •,  and  not  a 
few  of  the  new  created,  when  the  Martyr's  fon 
was  xeftored,  were  fuch  who  had  drank  too  deep 
of  the  bad  principles  then  prevailing. 

Fifthly,  The  children  of  the  murdered  Prince 
were  forced  to  fly,  for  the  fafety  of  their  lives,  to 
foreign  countries  ;  where  one  -  of  them  at  leaft, 
I  mean  King  James  II.  was  feduced  to  Popery  ; 
which  ended  in  the  lofs  of  his  kingdom,  the  mife- 
ry  and  defolation  of  this  country,  and  a  long 
and  expenfive  war  abroad.  Our  deliverance  was 
owing  to  the  valour  and  conduct  of  the  late 
King  ;  and,  therefore,  we  ought  to.  remember 
him  with  gratitude,  but  not  mingled  with  bla£- 
phemy  or  idolatry.  It  was  happy  that  his  inte- 
refts  and  our's  were  the  fame  :  And  God  gave 
him  greater  fuccefs  than  our  fins  deferved.  But 
as  a  houfe  thrown  down  by  a  ftorm,  is  feldorn 
rebuilt,  without  fome  change  in  the  foundation  ; 
fo  it  hath  happened,  that,  fince  the  late  Revolu- 
tion, men  have  fate  much  loofer  in  the  true  fun- 
damentals both  of  religion  and  government, — and 
factions  have  been  more  violent,  treacherous, 
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and  malicious  than  ever, — men  running  naturally 
from  one  extreme  into  another,  and,  for  private 
ends,  taking  up  thofe  very  opinions  profefled  by 
the  leaders  in  that  rebellion,  which  carried  the 
blefled  Martyr  to  the  fcaffbld. 

Sixthly,  Another  confequence  of  this  horrid  re~ 
bellion  and  murder,  was  the  deftroying  or  defacing 
fuch  vaft  numbers  of  God's  houfes  ;  In  their  felf- 
•will  they  digged  down  a  wall.  If  a  ftranger  fhould 
now  travel  in  England,  and  obferve  the  churches 
in  his  way,  he  could  not  otherwife  conclude,  than 
that  fome  vaft  army  of  Turks  or  Heathens  had 
been  fent  on  purpofe  to  ruin  and  blot  out  all 
marks  of  Chriftianity.  They  fpared  neither  the 
ftatues  of  faints,  or  antient  prelates,  or  kings, 
or  benefactors  ;  broke  down  the  tombs  and  mo- 
numents  of  men  famous  in  their  generations, 
feized  the  veffels  of  filver  fet  apart  for  the  ho- 
lieft  ufe,  tore  down  the  moft  innocent  ornaments 
both  within  and  without,  made  the  houfcs  of 
prayer  dens  of  thieves,  or  ftables  for  cattle. 
Thefe  were  the  mildeft  effects  of  Puritan-zeal, 
and  devotion  for  Chrift  ;  and  this  was  what  them- 
felves  affected  to  call  a  thorough  reformation. 
In  this  kingdom  thofe  ravages  were  not  fo  eafily 
fceu  ;  for  the  people  here  being  too  poor  to  raife 
fuch  noble  temples,  the  mean  ones  we  had  were 
not  defaced,  but  totally  deftroyed. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  certain,  that  although 
God  might  have  found  out  many  other  ways  to 
have  punifhcd  a  Cnful  people,  without  permit- 
ting 
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ting  this  rebellion  and  murder,  yet  as  the  cou-rie 
of  the  world  hath  run  ever  fince,  we  need  feek 
for  no  other  caufes,  of  all  the  public  evils  we 
have  hitherto  fuftered,  or  may  fufter  for  the  fu- 
ture, by  the  mifconduft  of  princes,  or  wicked- 
nefs  of  the  people. 

I  go  on  now  upon  the  third  head,  to  fhew  you 
to  what  good  ufes  this  folemn  day  of  humilia- 
tion may  be  applied. 

Firft,  It  may  be  an  inftruclion  to  princes 
themfelves,  to  be  careful  in  the  choice  of  thofe 
who  are  their  advifers  in  matters  of  law.  AH 
the  judges  of  England,  except  one  or  two,  ad- 
vifed  the  King,  that  he  might  legally  raife  mo- 
ney upon  the  fu  ejects  for  building  of  fliips,  with- 
out confent  of  parliament  ;  which,  as  it  was 
the  greateft  overfight  of  his  reign,  fo  it  proved 
the  principal  foundation  of  all  his  misfortunes. 
Princes  may  likewife  learn  from  hence,  not  to 
iacrifice  a  faithful  fervant  to  the  rage  of  a  fac- 
tion, nor  to  truft  any  body  of  men  with  a  great- 
er fhare  of  power  than  the  laws  of  the  land  have 
appointed  them,  much  lefs  to  depofit  it.  in  their 
hands  until  they  fhall  pleafe  to  reftore  it. 

Secondly,  By  bringing  to  mind  the  tragedy  of 
this  day,  and  the  confcquences  that  have  arifen 
from  it,  \ve  {hall  be  convinced  how  neceffary  it  is 
for  thofe  in  power,  to  curb,  in  feafon,  all  fuch 
unruly  fpirits  as  defire  to  introduce  new  doctrines 
and  difcipline  in  the  church,  or  new  forms  of 
government  in  the  ftate.  Thofe  wicked  Puritans 
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began  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  to  quarrel  only 
with  furplices  and  other  habits,  with  the  ring  in 
matrimony,  the  crofs  in  baptifm,  and  the  like ; 
thence  they  went  on  to  further  matters  of  higher 
importance,  and,  at  laft,  they  muft  needs  have 
the  whole  government  of  the  church  diflblved. 
This  great  work  they  compaiVed  firit,  by  depriv- 
ing the  bifhops  of  their  feats  in  parliament  j  then 
they  abolifhed  the  whole  order  ;  and,  at  laft) 
which  was  their  original  defign,  they  feized  on 
all  the  church-lands,  and  divided  the  fpoil  among 
themfelves  j  and,  like  Jeroboam,  made  priefts 
of  the  very  dregs  of  the  people.  This  was  their 
way  of  reforming  the  church.  As  to  the  civil 
government,  you  have  already  heard  how  they 
modelled  it  upon  the  murder  of  their  King,  and 
difcarding  the  nobility.  Yet,  clearly  to  fhew 
what  a  Babel  they  had  built,  after  twelve  years 
trial,  and  twenty  feveral  forts  of  government,  the 
nation,  grown  weary  of  their  tyranny,  was  forced 
to  call  in  the  fon  of  him  whom  thofe  reformers 
had  facrificed.  And  thus  were  Simeon  and  Levi 
divided  in  Jacob,  and  fcattered  in  Ilrael. 

Thirdly,  Although  the  fucceflbrs  of  thofe  Pu- 
ritans, I  mean  our  prcfcnt  diifenters,  clo  not 
think  fit  to  obferve  this  day  of  humiliation  ;  yet, 
fince  it  would  be  very  proper  in  them,  upon 
fome  occafions,  to  renounce  in  a  public  manner 
thofe  principles  upon  which  their  predeceffbrs 
acted  •,  and  it  will  be  more  prudent  in  them  to 
do  fo,  becaufe  thofe  very  Puritans,  of  whom 
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our's  are  followers,  found  by  experience,  that 
after  they  had  overturned  the  church  and  (late, 
murdered 'their  King,  and  were  projecting  what 
they  called  a  kingdom  of  the  faints,  they  were 
cheated  of  the  power  and  pofieffions  they  only 
panted  after,  by  an  upftart  feet  of  religion  that 
grew  out  of  their  own  bowels,  who  fubjecled 
them  to  one  tyrant,  while  they  were  endeavour- 
ing to  fet  up  a  thoufand. 

Fourthly,  Thofe  who  profefs  to  be  followers 
of  our  church  eftablifhed,  and  yet  prefume  in 
difcourfe  to  juftify  or  excufe  that  rebellion,  and 
murder  of  the  King,  ought  to  conflder,  how 
utterly  contrary  all  fuch  opinions  are  to  the  doc- 
trine of  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  as  well  as  to  the 
articles  of  our  church,  and  to  the  preaching  and 
practice  of  its  true  profeflbrs,  for  above  an 
hundred  years.  Of  late  times,  indeed,  and  I 
fpeak  it  with  grief  of  heart,  we  have  heard  even 
fermons  of  a  ftrange  nature  ;  although  reafon 
would  make  one  think  it  a  very  unaccountable 
way  of  procuring  favour  under  a  monarchy, 
by  palliating  and  leflening  the  guilt  of  thofe  who 
murdered  the  beft  of  Kings  in  cold  blooi,  and, 
for  a  time,  deftroyed  the  very  monarchy  itielf. 
Pray  God  we  maynever  more  hear  fuch  doc- 
trine from  the  pulpit,  nor  have  it  fcattered  a- 
bout  in  print,  to  poifon  the  people  ! 

Fifthly,  Some  general  knowledge  of  this  hor- 
rid rebellion  and  murder,  with  the  confequences 
they  had  upon  thefe  nations,  may  be  a  warning 

to 


to  our  people  not  to  believe  a  lie,  and  to  miflruft 
thofe  deluding  fpirits,  who,  under  pretence  of 
:i  purer  and  more  reformed  religion,  would  lead 
them  from  their  duty  to  God  and  the  laws.  Po- 
liticians may  fay  what  they  pleafe  ;  but  it  is  no 
hard  thing  at  all  for  the  meaneft  perfon,  who 
hath  common  understanding,  to  know  whether 
he  be  well  or  ill  governed.  If  he  be  freely  allow- 
ed to  follow  his  trade  and  calling  ;  if  he  be 
fecure  in  his  property,  and  hath  the  benefit  of 
the  law  to  defend  himfelf  againft  injuftice  and 
oppreffion  ;  if  his  religion  be  different  from  that 
of  his  country,  and  the  government  think  fit  to 
tolerate  it,  (which  he  may  be  very  fecure  of,  let 
it  be  what  it  will) ;  he  ought  to  be  fully  fatisfied, 
and  give  no  offence,  by  writing  or  difcourfe,  to 
the  worihip  eftablifhed,  as  the  diflenting  preach- 
ers are  too  apt  to  do.  But  if  he  hath  any  new 
viiious  of  his  own,  it  is  his  duty  to  be  quiet,  and 
pofiefs  them  in  filence,  without  difturbing  the 
community  by  a  furious  zeal  for  making  profe- 
lytes.  This  was  the  folly  and  madnefs  of  thofe. 
antient  Puritan  fanatics  :  They  muft  needs  over- 
turn heaven  and  earth,  violate  all  the  laws  of 
God  and  man,  make  their  country  a  field  of 
blood,  to  propagate  whatever  wild  or  wicked 
opinions  came  into  their  heads,  declaring  all 
their  abfurdities  and  blafphemies  to  proceed  from 
the  Holy  Ghoft. 

To  conclude  this  head  :  In  anfwer  to  that  ob- 
jection of  keeping  up  auimofity  and  hatred  be- 
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tweeii  Proteftants,  by  the  obfervation  of  this 
day  ;  if  there  be  any  fe<5l  or  fort  of  people  among 
us,  who  profefs  the  fame  principles  in  religion 
and  government  which  thofe  Puritan  rebels  put 
in  practice  ;  I  think  it  is  the  intereft  of  all  thofe 
who  love  the  church  and  king,  to  keep  up  as 
ftrong  a  party  againft  them  as  poffible,  until  they 
{hall,  in  a  body,  renounce  all  thofe  wicked  opi- 
nions upon  which  their  predeceflbrs  acted,  to 
the  difgrace  of  Chriftianity,  and  the  perpetual 
infamy  of  die  Englifti  nation. 

When  we  accufe  the  Papifts  of  the  horrid  doc- 
trine, that  no  faith  ought  to  be  kept  with  He- 
reticks,  they  deny  it  to  a  man ;  and  yet  we  juft- 
ly  think  it  dangerous  to  truft  them,  becaufe  we 
know  their  actions  have  been  fometimes  fuitable 
to  that  opinion  :  But  the  followers  of  thofe  who 
beheaded  the  Martyr,  have  not  yet  renounced 
their  principles  ;  and,  till  they  do,  they  may  be 
juftly  fufpected  :  Neither  will  the  bare  name  of 
Proteftants  fet  them  right.  For,  furely,  Chrift 
requires  more  from  us  than  a  profeffion  of  hating 
Popery,  which  a  Turk  or  an  Atheift  may  do  as 
well  as  a  Proteftant. 

If  an  enflaved  people  fhould  recover  their  li- 
berty, from  a  tyrannical  power  of  any  fort,  who 
could  blame  them  for  commemorating  their  de- 
liverance by  a  day  of  joy  and  thankfgiving  ?  And 
doth  not  the  deftruction  of  a  church,  a  king, 
and  three  kingdoms,  by  the  artifices,  hypocrify, 
and  .cruelty  of  a  wicked  race  of  foldiers  and 
i  preachers, 
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preachers,  and  other  fons  of  Belial,  equally  re- 
quire a  folemn  time  of  humiliation  ?  efpecially- 
iince  the  confequences  of  that  bloody  fcene  ftill 
continue,  as  I  have  already  (hewn,  in  their  ef- 
fects upon  us. 

Thus  I  have  done  with  the  three  heads  I  pro- 
pofed  to  difcourfe  on.  But,  before  I  conclude, 
I  muft  give  a  caution  to  thole  who  hear  me,  that 
they  may  not  think  that  I  am  pleading  for  abfo- 
lute  unlimited  power  in  any  one  man.  It  is  true, 
nil  power  is  from  God,  and,  as  the  Apoftle  fays, 
The  powers  that  bey  are  ordained  of  God.  But  this 
is  in  the  fame  fenfe,  that  all  we  have  is  from 
God,  our  food  and  raiment,  and  whatever  pofie£. 
ilon  we  hold  by  lawful  means.  Nothing  can  be 
meant  in  thofe,  or  any  other  words  of  Scripture, 
to  juftify  tyrannical  power,  or  the  favage  cruel- 
ties of  thofe  Heathen  emperors,  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  the  Apoftles  :  And  fo  St  Paul  concludes, 
The  powers  that  bet  are  ordained  of  God;  For  what  ? 
Why,  for  the  puni/Jjment  of  evil  doers,  and  the 
praife,  the  reward  of  them  that  do  well.  There 
is  no  more  inward  value  in  the  greateft  Emperor, 
than  in  the  meaneft  of  his  fubjects  :  His  body  is 
compofed  of  the  fame  fubftance,  the  fame  parts, 
and  with  the  fame  or  greater  infirmities :  His 
education  is  generally  worfe,  by  flattery,  and 
idlenefs,  and  luxury,  and  thofe  evil  difpofiuons 
that  early  power  is  apt  to  give.  It  is  therefore 
againft  common  fenfe,  that  his  private  perfonal 
intereft,  or  pleafure,  ihould  be  put  in  the  balance 
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with  the  fafety  of  millions,  every  one  of  which 
is  his  equal  by  nature,  equal  in  the  fight  of  God, 
equally  capable  of  falvation ;  and  it  is  for  their 
fakes,  not  his  own,  that  he  is  entrusted  with  the 
government  over  them.  He  hath  as  high  truft 
as  can  fafely  be  repofed  in  one  man  ;  and  if  he 
difcharge  it  as  he  ought,  he  deferves  all  the  ho- 
nour and  duty  that  a  mortal  may  be  allowed  to 
receive.  His  perfonal  failings  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with,  and  errors  in  government  are  to  be 
imputed  to  his  minifters  in  the  iiate.  To  what 
height  thofe  errors  may  be  fufFered  to  proceed, 
is  not  the  bufmefs  of  this  day,  or  this  place,  or 
of  my  function,  to  determine.  When  oppref- 
fions  grow  too  great  and  univerfal  to  be  borne, 
nature  or  necefiity  may  find  a  remedy  :  But  if  a 
private  perfon  reasonably  expects  pardon,  upon 
his  amendment,  for  all  faults  that  are  not  capi- 
tal, .it  would  be  a  hard  condition  indeed,  not  to 
give  the  fame  allowance  to  a  Prince  ;  who  muft 
lee  with  other  mens  eyes,  and  hear  with  other 
naens  ears,  which  are  often  wilfully  blind  and 
deaf.  Such  was  the  condition  of  the  Martyr, 
and  is  fo,  in  fome  degree,  of  all  other  princes. 
Yet,  this  we  may  juftly  fay  in  the  defence  of  the 
common  people,  in  all  civilized  nations,  that  it 
inuft  be  a  very  bud  government  indeed,  where 
the  body  of  the  fubjecls  will  not  rather  choofe 
to  live  in  peace  and  obedience,  than  take  up  arms 
on  pretence  of  faults  in  the  adminiftration,  un- 
kfs  where  the  vulgar  are  deluded  by  falle  preach- 
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crs,  to  grow  fond  of  new  vifions  and  fancies  in 
religion,  which,  managed  by  dextrous  men,  for 
finillcr  ends  of  malice,  envy  or  ambition,  have  of- 
ttn  made  whole  nations  run  mad.  This  was  ex- 
actly the  cafe  in  the  who's  progrefs  of  that  great 
rebellion,  and  the  murder  of  King  Charles  I.  But 
the  late  Revolution  under  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
was  occafioned  by  a  proceeding  directly  contrary, 
the  oppreflion  and  injuftice  there  beginning  from 
the  throne.  For  that  unhappy  prince,  King 
James  II.  did  not  only  invade  our  laws  and  liber- 
tics,  but  would  have  forced  a  falfe  religion  upon 
his  fubjects,  for  which  he  was  defervedly  reject- 
ed, fmce  there  could  be  no  other  remedy  found, 
or  at  leaft  agreed  on.  But,  under  the  bleffed 
Martyr,  the  deluded  people  would  have  forced 
many  falfe  religions,  not  only  on  their  fellow- 
fubjtcts,  but  even  upon  their  Sovereign  himfclf, 
and  at  the  fa;ne  time  invaded  all  his  undoubted 
rights  ;  and,  bijcaufe  he  wouM  not  comply, 
railed  a  horrid  rebellion,  wherein,  by  the  per- 
miffion  of  God,  they  prevailed,  and  put  their  So- 
vereign to  death,  like  a  common  criminal,  in  thj 
£ace  of  the  world. 

Therefore,  thofc  who  feem  to  think  they  can- 
not otherwife  jultify  the  late  Revolution,  and  tht 
change  of  the  fucceffion,  than  by  leflenlng  the 
guilt  of  the  Puritans,  do  certainly  put  the  great- 
eft  affront  imaginable  upon  the  prefent  powers, 
by  fuppofing  any  relation,  or  refemblance,  be- 
tween that  Rebellion  and  the  late  Revolution  ; 
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and,  confequently,  that  the  prefent  eftablifhment 
is  to  be  defended  by  the  fame  arguments  which 
thofe  ufurpers  made  ufe  of,  who,  to  obtain  their 
tyranny,  trampled  under  foot  all  the  laws  both 
of  God  and  man. 

One  great  defign  of  my  difcourfe,  was  to  give 
you  warning  againft  running  into  either  extreme, 
of  two  bad  opinions  with  relation  to  obedience. 
As  Kings  are  called  Gods  upon  earth,  fo  feme 
would  allow  them  an  equal  power  with  God, 
over  all  laws  and  ordinances  ;  and  that  the  liberty 
and  property,  and  life  and  religion  of  the  fub- 
ject,  depended  wholly  upon  the  breath  of  the 
Prince  •,  which,  however,  I  hope,  was  never 
meant  by  thofe  who  pleaded  for  paffive  obedience. 
And  this  opinion  hath  not  been  confined  to  that 
party  which  was  firft  charged  with  it,  but  hath 
fometimes  gone  over  to  the  other,  to  ferve  many 
an  evil  turn  of  intereft  or  ambition,  who  have 
been  as  ready  to  enlarge  prerogative,  where  they 
could  find  their  own  account,  as  the  higheft 
m.iintainers  of  it. 

On  the  other  fide,  fome  look  upon  Kings  as 
anfwerable  for  every  miftake  or  omiffion  in  go- 
vernment, and  bound  to  comply  with  the  moft 
unreafonable  demands  of  an  unquiet  faction, 
which  was  the  cafe  of  thofe  who  perfecuted  the 
blefied  Martyr  of  this  day  from  his  throne  to 
the  fcaffold. 

Between  thefe  two  extremes,  it  is  eafy,  from 
%vliat  hath  been  faid,  to  choofe  a  middle  j  to  be 

good 


good  and  loyal  fubjefts ;  yet,  according  to  your 
power,  faithful  afiertors  of  your  religion  and  li- 
berties :  To  avoid  all  breathers  and  preachers  of 
new-fangled  doctrines  in  the  church  ;  to  be  Uriel 
obfervers  of  the  laws,  which  cannot  juftiy  be 
taken  from  you  without  your  own  confent  :  In 
iliort,  to  obey  God  and  the  King,  and  meddle  ncti 
'with  tbofe  "who  are  given  to  change, 

'Which  that  you  may  all  do,  &e. 
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ACCOUNT 

OF       THE 

COURT  and  EMPIRE  of  JAPAN". 

Written  in   172  8. 


REGOGE  \vas  the  thirty-fourth  Emperor  of 
Japan,  and  began  his  reign  in  the  year  341 
of  the  Chriftian  «ra,  fucceeding  to  Nena,  a 
princefs  who  governed  with  great  felicity. 

There  had  been  a  revolution  in  that  empire 
about  twenty-fix  years  before,  which  made  fome 
breaches  in  the  hereditary  line  ;  and  Regoge,. 
fucceflbr  to  Nena,  although  of  the  royal  family, 
was  a  diftant  relation. 

There  were  two  violent  parties  in  the  empire, 
which  began  in  the  time  of  the  revolution  above 
mentioned  ;  and,  at  the  death  of  the  Emprefs 
Nena,  were  in  the  higheft  degree  of  animofity, 
each  charging  the  other  with  a  defign  of  intro- 
ducing new  Gods,  and  changing  the  civil  confti- 
tution.  The  names  of  thefe  two  parties  were 
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Hufiges  and  Yortes.  The  latter  were  thofe  whom- 
Nena,  the  late  Emprefs,  moft  favoured  towards 
the  end  of  her  reign,  and  by  whofe  advice  fhe 
governed. 

The  Hufige  faction,  enraged  at  their  lofs  of 
power,  made  private  applications  to  Regoge  dur- 
ing the  life  of  the  Emprefs ;  which  prevailed  fo 
far,  that,  upon  her  death,  the  new  Emperor 
wholly  difgraced  the  Yortes,  and  employed  only 
the  Hufiges  in  all  his  affairs.  The  Japanefe  au- 
thor highly  blames  his  Imperial  Majefty's  proceed- 
ing in  this  affair  j  becaufe  it  was  allowed  on  all 
hands,  that  he  had  then  a  happy  opportunity  of 
reconciling  parties  for  ever  by  a  moderating 
fcheme.  But  he,  on  the  contrary,  began  his 
reign,  by  openly  difgracing  the  principal  and 
moft  popular  Yortes,  ibme  of  which  had  been 
chiefly  inftrumental  in  raifing  him  to  the  throne. 
By  this  miftaken  ftep  he  occaiioned  a  rebellion  ; 
which,  although  it  were  foon  quelled  by  fome 
very  furprizing  turns  of  fortune,  yet  the  fear, 
whether  real  or  pretended,  of  new  attempts,  en- 
gaged him  in  fuch  immenfe  charges,  that,  inftead 
of  clearing  any  part  of  that  prodigious  debt  left 
on  his  kingdom  by  the  former  war,  which  might 
have  been  done  by  any  tolerable  management,  in 
twelve  years  of  the  molt  profound  peace,  he  left 
his  empire  loaden  with  a  vaft  addition  to  the  old 
incumbrance. 

This  Prince,  before  he  fucceeded  to  the  empire 
of  Japan,  was  King  of  Tedfu,  a  dominion  feat- 
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cti  oft  the  continent  to  the  weft  fide  of  Japata. 
Tedfu  was  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  more  be- 
loved by  him  than  his  new  empire  ;  for  there  he 
fpent  fome  months  almoft  every  year,  and  thither 
Was  fuppofed  to  have  Conveyed  great  fums  or 
money  faved  out  of  his  imperial  revenues. 

There  were  two  maritime  towns  of  great  im- 
portance bordering  upon  Tedfu :  Of  theft  he 
pure-hated  a  litigated  title  ;  and,  to  fupport  it, 
was  forced  not  only  to  retrench  deeply  on  his  Ja- 
panefe  revenues,  but  to  engage  in  alliances  very 
dangerous  to  the  Japancfe  empire. 

Japan  was  at  that  time  a  limited  monarchy, 
which,  fome  authors  are  of  opinion,  was  intro- 
duced there  by  a  detachment  from  the  numerous 
army  of  Brennus,  who  ravaged  a  great  part  of 
Afia  -,  and  thofe  of  them  who  fixed  in  Japan, 
kft  behind  them  that  kind  of  military  inftitutibh, 
which  the  northern  peopk,  in  enfuing  ages,  car- 
vied  through  rnoft  parts  of  Europe  ;  the  generals 
becoming  kings,  the  great  officers  a  fenate  of 
nobles,  with  a  representative  from  etery  century 
of  private  foldiers ;  and,  in  the  aflent  of  the  ma- 
jority in  thefe  two  bodies,  confirmed  by  the  ge- 
neral, the  legiflature  confifted. 

I  need  not  farther  explain  a  matter  fo  univer- 
fally  known  ;  but  return  to  my  fubjedt. 

The  Hufige  faction,  by  a  grofs  piece  of  negli- 
gence in  the  Yortes,  had  fo  far  infinuated  them- 
fclves  and  their  opinions  into  the  favour  of  Re- 
goge  before  he  came  to  the  empire,  that  this 
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Prince  firmly  believed  them  to  be  his  only  true 
friends,  and  the  others  his  mortal  enemies.  By 
this  opinion  he  governed  all  the  actions  of  his 
reign. 

The  Emperor  died  fuddenly,  in  his  journey- 
to  Tedfu  j  where,  according  to  his  ufual  cuflom, 
he  was  going  to  pafs  the  fummer. 

This  Prince,  during  his  whole  reign,  continu- 
ed an  abfolate  ftranger  to  the  language,  the 
manners,  the  laws,  and  the  religion  of  Japan  ; 
and,  pafling  his  whole  time  among  old  miftreiTes, 
or  a  few.  privacies,  left  the  whole  management 
of  the  empire  in  the  hands  of  a  minifter,  upon 
the  condition  of  being  made  eafy  in  his  perfonal 
revenues,  and  the  management  of  parties  in  the 
fenate.  His  laft  minifter,  who  governed  in  the 
moft  arbitrary  manner  for  feveral  years,  he  was 
thought  to  hate  more  than  he  did  any  other 
perfon  in  Japan,  except  his  only  fon,  the  heis 
to  the  empire.  The  diilike  he  bore  to  the  for- 
mer was,  becaufe  the  minifter,  under  pretence 
that  he  could  not  govern  the  fenate  without  dif- 
pofing  of  employments  among  them,  would  not 
fuffer  his  mafter  to  oblige  one  fingle  perfon,  but 
difpofed  of  all  to  his  own  relations  and  depen- 
dents. But,  as  to  that  continued  and  virulent 
hatred  he  bore  to  the  Prince  his  fon,  from  the 
beginning  of  his  reign  to  his  death,  the  Hiitorian 
hath  not  accounted  for  it,  further  than  by  vari- 
ous conjectures,  which  do  not  deferve  to  be 
related. 

The 


The  minifter  above  mentioned  was  of  a  family 
not  contemptible,  hud  been  ea\-!y  a  fenator,  and 
from  his  youth  a  mortal  enemy  to  the  Yortes. 
He  had  been  formerly  difgraced  in  the  fenate, 
for  fome  frauds  in  the  management  of  a  public 
truft.  He  was  perfectly  {killed,  by  long  practi- 
ces, in  the  fenatorial  forms  ;  and  dextrous  in  the 
purchafing  of  votes,  from  thofe  who  could  find 
their  accounts  better  in  complying  with  his  mea- 
fures,  than  they  could  probably  lofe  by  any  tax 
that  might  be  charged  on  the  kingdom.  He 
feemed  to  fail  in  point  of  policy,  by  not  con- 
cealing his  gettings,  never  fcrupling  openly  to 
lay  out  vaft  fums  of  money  in  paintings,  build- 
ings, and  purchafing  eftates  ;  when  it  was  known, 
that,  upon  his  firft  coming  into  bufinefs,  upon 
the  death  of  the  Emprefs  Nena,  his  fortune  was 
but  inconfiderable.  He  had  the  moft  boldnefs, 
and  the  leaft  magnanimity,  that  ever  any  mortal 
was  endowed  with.  By  enriching  his  relations, 
friends  and  dependents,  in  a  moft  exorbitant 
manner,  he  was  weak  enough  to  imagine  that  he 
had  provided  a  fupport  againft  an  evil  day.  He 
had  the  beft  among  all  falfe  appearances  of  cou- 
rage, which  was  a  moft  unlimited  alTurance, 
whereby  he  would  fwagger  the  boldeft  men  into 
a  dread  of  his  power  j  but  had  not  the  fmalleft 
portion  of  magnanimity,  growing  jealous,  and  dif- 
gracing  every  man  who  was  known  to  bear  the 
leaft  civility  to  thofe  he  difliked.  He  had  fome 
0nall  fmattering  in  books,  but  no  manner  of 

politenefs  j 


(  tip  ) 

politenefs;  nor,  in  his  whole  life,  was  ever  known 
to  advance  any  one  perfon,  upon  the  fcore  of 
wit,  learning,  or  abilities  for  bufincfs.  The  whole 
fyftem  of  his  miniftry  was  corruption  ;  and  he 
never  gave  bribe  or  penfion,  without  frankly 
telling  the  receivers  what  he  expected  from, 
them, — and  threatening  them  to  put  an  end  to 
his  bounty,  if  they  failed  to  comply  in  every  cir- 
cumftance. 

A  few  months  before  the  Emperor's  death, 
there  was  a  defign  concerted  between  fome  emi- 
nent perfons  of  both  parties,  whom  the  defperate 
ftate  of  the  empire  had  united,  to  accufe  the 
minifter  at  the  firft  meeting  of  a  new  chofert 
fenate,  which  was  then  to  afTemble  according  to 
the  laws  of  that  empire.  And  it  was  believed, 
that  the  vaft  expence  he  muft  be  at  in  chulmg  an 
afiembly  proper  for  his  purpofe,  added  to  the 
low  ftate  of  the  treafury,  the  encreafing  number 
of  pensioners,  the  great  tlifcontent  of  the  people, 
and  the  perfonal  hatred  of  the  Emperor  ;  would, 
if  well  laid  open  in  the  fenate,  be  of  weight 
enough  to  fink  the  minifter,  when  it  mould  ap- 
pear to  his  very  penfioners  and  creatures,  that  he 
could  not  fupply  them  much  longer. 

While  this  fcheme  was  in  agitation,  an  ac- 
count came  of  the  Emperor's  death ;  and  the 
Prince  his  fon,  with  univerfal  joy,  mounted  the 
throne  of  Japan. 

The  new  Emperor  had  always  lived  a  private 
life,  during  the  reign  of  his  father ;  who  in  his 
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annual  abfence,  never  trufted  him  more  than 
once  with  the  reins  of  government,  which  he 
held  fo  evenly,  that  he  became  too  popular  to  be 
confided  in  any  more.  He  was  thought  not 
unfavourable  to  the  Yortes,  at  leaft  not  alto- 
gether to  approve  the  virulence  wherewith  his 
father  proceeded  againft  them ;  and  therefore, 
immediately  upon  his  fucceffion,  the  principal 
perfons  of  that  denomination  came,  in  feveral 
bodies,  to  kifs  the  hem  of  his  garment,  whom 
he  received  with  great  courtefy,  and  fome  of 
them  with  particular  marks  of  diftindtion. 

The  Prince,  during  the  reign  of  his  father, 
having  not  been  trufted  with  any  public  charge, 
employed  his  leifure  in  learning  the  language, 
the  religion,  the  euftoms,  and  the  difpofition  of 
the  Japanefe;  wherein  he  received  great  informa- 
tion, among  others,  from  Nomptoc,  mafter  of 
of  his  finances,  and  prefident  of  the  fenate,  who 
fecretly  hated  Lelop- Aw  the  minifter ;  and  like- 
wife  from  Ramneh,  a  moft  eminent  fenator  ; 
who,  defpairing  to  do  any  good  with  the  father, 
had,  with  great  induftry,  ikill,  and  decency, 
ufed  his  endeavour  to  inftill  good  principles  into 
the -young  Prince. 

Upon  the  news  of  the  former  Emperor's 
death,  a  grand  council  was  fummoned  of  courfe, 
where  little  pafTed  befides  directing  the  ceremony 
of  proclaiming  the  fucceifor.  But,  in  fome  days 
after,  the  new  Emperor  having  confulted  with 
thofe  perfons  in  whom  he  could  chiefly  confide, 
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and  maturely' confidered  in  his  own  mind  the 
prefcnt  ftate  of  his  affairs,  as  well  as  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  people,  convoked  another  affembly 
of  his  council ;  wherein,  after  fome  time  fpent 
in  general  bufinefs,  fuitable  to  the  prefent  emer- 
gency, he  directed  Lelop-Aw  to  give  him,  in  as 
Ihort  terms  as  he  conveniently  could,  an  account 
of  the  nation's  debts,  of  his  management  in  the 
ienate,  and  his  negotiations  with  foreign  courts  : 
Which  that  minifter  having  delivered,  according 
to  his  ufual  manner,  with  much  affurance  and 
little  fatisfaction,  the  Emperor  defired  to  be  fully 
fatisfied  in  the  following  particulars. 

Whether  the  vaft  expence  of  chufing  fuch 
members  into  the  fenate,  as  would  be  content  to 
do  the  public  bufinefs,  were  abfolutely  neceffary  ? 

Whether  thofe  members  thus  chofen  in,  would 
crofs  and  impede  the  neceflary  courfe  of  affairs, 
unlefs  they  were  fupplied  with  great  fums  of  mo- 
ney, and  continued  penlions  ? 

Whether  the  fame  corruption  and  perverfenefs 
were  to  be  expected  from  the  Nobles  ? 

Whether  the  empire  of  Japan  were  in  fo  low  a 
condition,  that  the  Imperial  Envoys,  at  foreign 
courts,  muft  be  forced  to  purchafe  alliances  ;  or 
prevent  a  war,  by  hnmenfe  bribes,  given  to  the 
minifters  of  all  the  neighbouring  Princes  ? 

Why  the  debts  of  the  empire  were  fo  prodigi- 
oufly  advanced,  in  a  peace  of  twelve  years  at 
home  and  abroad  ? 
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Whether  the  Yortes  were  univerfally  enemies 
to  the  religion  and  laws  of  the  empire,  and  to 
the  Imperial  Family  now  reigning  ? 

Whether  th'ofe  perfons,  whole  revenues  con- 
fift  in  lands,  do  not  give  furer  pledges  of  fidelity 
to  the  public,  and  are  more  interefted  in  the 
welfare  of  the  empire,  than  others  whole  for- 
tunes confift  only  in  money  ? 

And  becaufe  Lelop-Aw,  for  feveral  years  part, 
had  engrofTed  the  whole  administration,  the  Em- 
peror lignified,  that  from  him  alone  he  expected 
an  anfwer. 

This  minifter,  who  had  fagacity  enough  to 
cultivate  an  inteieft  in  the  young  Prince's  family 
during  the  late  Emperor's  life,  received  tarly 
intelligence  from  one  of  their  emiiiaries,  of  what 
was  intended  at  the  council, — and  had  fufficient 
time  to  frame  as  plaufible  an  anfwer  as  his  caufe 
and  conduct  would  allow.  However,  having  de- 
fired  a  few  minutes  to  put  his  thoughts  in  order, 
he  delivered  them  in  the  following  manner  : 

S  I  R, 

UPON  this  fliort  unexpected  warning,  to  an- 
iVer  your  Imperial  Majefty's  queries,  I  fhould  be 
wholly  at  a  lofs,  in  your  Majefty's  auguft  pre~ 
fence,  and  that  of  this  mo  ft  noble  aflembly,  if 
I  were  armed  with  a  weaker  defence  than  my 
own  loyalty  and  integrity,  and  the  profperous 
fuccefs  of  my  endeavours. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  death  of  the  Emprefs 
Nena 'happened  in  a  moft  miraculous  juncture  ; 
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and  that  if  fhe  had  lived  two*  months  longer, 
your  illuftrious  family  would  have  been  deprived 
of  your  right,  and  we  Ihould  have  feen  an  ulurp- 
er  upon  your  throne,  who  would  have  wholly 
changed  the  constitution  of  this  empire,  both 
civil  and  facred  ;  and  although  that  Emprefs 
died  in  a  moft  opportune  feafon,  yet  the  peace- 
able entrance  of  your  Majefty's  father  was  effect- 
ed by  a  continual  feries  of  miracles.  The  truth 
of  this  appears  by  that  unnatural  rebellion  which 
the  Yortes  railed,  without  the  leaft  provocation, 
in  the  firft  year  of  the  late  Emperor's  reign  ; 
which  may  be  iuflkient  to  convince  your  Maje- 
fty,  that  every  foul  of  that  denomination  was, 
is,  and  will  be  for  ever,  a  favourer  of  the  Pre- 
tender, a  mortal  enemy  to  your  illuftrious  family, 
and  an  introducer  of  new  Gods  into  the  empire. 
Upon  this  foundation  was  built  the  whole  con- 
duct of  our  aftairs  ;  and,  fince  a  great  majority 
of  the  kingdom  was  at  that  time  reckoned  to  fa- 
vour die  Yortes'  faction,  who,  in  the  regular 
courfe  of  elections,  mud  certainly  be  chofcn 
members  of  the  fenate  then  to  be  convoked  ;  it 
was  necefTary,  by  the  force  of  money,  to  in- 
fluence elections  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  your 
Majefty's  father  might  have  a  fufficient  number 
to  weigh  down  the  fcale  on  his  fide,  and  thereby 
carry  on  thofe  meafures  which  would  only  fecure 
him.  and  his  family  in  the  poiTefllon  of  the  em- 
pire. To  fupport  this  original  plan,  I  came  into 
die  fcrvice  :  But  the  members  of  the  fenate, 
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knowing  themfelves  every  day  more  neceflary, 
upon  the  chufing  of  a  new  fenate,  I  found  the 
charges  to  increafe;  and  that  after  they  were 
chofen,  they  infifted  upon  an  increafe  of  their 
penfions ;  becaufe  they  well  knew,  that  the  work 
could  not  be  carried  on  without  them  :  And  I 
was  more  general  in  my  donatives,  becaufe  I 
thought  it  was  more  for  the  honour  of  the 
crown,  that  every  vote  fhould  pafs  without  a  di- 
vifion  ;  and  that  when  a  debate  was  propofed, 
it  mould  immediately  be  quafhed,  by  putting  the 
queftion. 

SIR,  The  date  of  the  prefent  fenate  is  expired, 
and  your  Imperial  Majefty  is  now  to  convoke  a 
new  one ;  which,  I  confefs,  will  be  fomewhat 
more  expenfive  than  the  lad,  becaufe  the  Yor- 
tes,  from  your  favourable  reception,  have  be- 
gun to  re-aflume  a  fpirit  whereof  the  country  had 
feme  intelligence ;  and  we  know  the  majority  of 
the  people,  without  proper  management,  would 
be  ftill  in  that  fatal  intereft.  However,  I  dare 
undertake,  with  the  charge  only  of  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  fprangs  *,  to  return  as  great  a 
majority  of  fenators  of  the  true  flamp,  as  your 
Majefty  can  defire.  As  to  the  fums  of  money 
paid  in  foreign  courts,  I  hope,  in  fome  years,  to 
eafe  the  nation  of  them,  when  we  and  our  neigh- 
bours come  to  a  good  underftanding.  However, 
I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  they  are  cheaper  than  a 
war,  where  your  Majefty  is  to  be  a  principal. 

The 
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The  penfions,  indeed,  to  fenators  amd  other 
peribns,  muft  needs  increafe,  from  the  reftive- 
nefs  of  foaie,  and  fcrupulous  nature  of  others ; 
and  the  new  members,  who  are  unpraclifed, 
muft  have  better  encouragement.  However,  I 
dare  undertake  to  bring  the  eventual  charge 
within  eight  hundred  thoufund  fprangs.  But, 
to  make  this  eafy,  there  ihould  be  new  funds 
raifed,  of  which  I  have  feveral  fchemes  ready, 
without  taxing  bread  or  flelh,  which,  lhall  be  re- 
ferred to  more  prefilng  occafions. 

Your  Majelly  knows  it  is  the  laudable  cuftom 
of  all  Eaftern  1'raices,  to  leave  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  affairs,  both  civil  and  military,  to  their 
Viiirs.  The  appointments  for  your  family,  and 
private  purfe,  lhall  exceed  thole  of  your  prede- 
eefTors :  You  Ihall  be  at  no  trouble,  further 
than  to  appear  fometimes  in  council,  and  leave 
the  reft  to  me  :  You  lhall  hear  no  clamour  or 
complaints  :  Your  fenate  {hall,  upon  occasions, 
declare  you  the  beft  of  princes,  the  father  of 
your  country,  the  arbiter  of  Alia,  the  defender 
of  the  opprefled,  and  the  delight  of  mankind. 

SIR,  Hear  not  thofe  who  would  moft  falfely, 
impiotrfly,  and  rnalicioufly  inlinuate,  that  youfr 
government  can  be  carried  on  without  that  wholo 
fome,  neceiTary  expedient,  of  lharing  the  public 
revenue  with  your  faithful  deferving  fenators. 
This,  I  know,  my  enemies  are  pleafed  to  call 
bribery  and  corruption.  Be  it  fo :  But  1  inlirt, 
that,  without  this  bribery  and  corruption,  the 
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wheels  of  government  will  not  turn,  or  at  leaft 
will  be  apt  to  take  fire,  like  other  wheels,  unlefs 
they  be  greafed  at  proper  times.  If  an  angel 
from  heaven  fhould  defcend,  to  govern  this  em- 
pire upon  any  other  fcheme  than  what  our  ene- 
mies call  corruption,  he  muft  return  from 
whence  he  came,  and  leave  the  work  undone. 

SIR,  It  is  well  known  we  are  a  trading  nation, 
and  confequently  cannot  thrive  in  a  bargain 
where  nothing  is  to  be  gained.  The  poor  elec- 
tors, wh6  run  from  their  fhops  or  the  plough, 
for  the  fervice  of  their  country  ;  are  they  not  to 
be  confidered  for  their  labour  and  their  loyalty  ? 
The  candidates,  who,  with  the  hazard  of  their 
perfons,  the  lofs  of  their  characters,  and  the 
ruin  of  their  fortunes,  are  preferred  to  the  fe- 
nate,  in  a  country  where  they  are  ftrangers,  be- 
fore the  very  lords  of  the  foil ;  are  they  not  to 
be  rewarded  for  their  zeal  to  your  Majefty's  fer- 
vice, and  qualified  to  live  in  your  metropolis  as 
becomes  the  luftre  of  their  ftations  ? 

SIR,  If  I  have  given  great  numbers  of  the 
moft  profitable  employments  among  my  own  re- 
lations, and  neareft  allies,  it  was  not  out  of  any 
partiality,  but  becaufe  I  know  them  beft,  and 
can  beft  depend  upon  them.  I  have  been  at  the 
pains  to  mould  and  cultivate  their  opinions. 
Abler  heads  might  probably  have  been  found, 
but  they  would  not  be  equally  under  my  direc- 
tion. A  huntfman,  who  hath  the  abfolute  com- 
mand of  his  dogs,  will  hunt  more  effectually 
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than  with  a  better  pack,  to  whofe  manner  and 
cry  he  is  a  ftranger. 

SIR,  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  appeal  to  all  thofe 
who  beft  knew  your  royal  father,  whether  that 
blefTed  monarch  had  ever  one  anxious  thought 
for  the  public,  or  difappointment  or  uneafkiefs, 
or  want  of  money  for  all  his  occafions,  during 
the  time  of  my  admin iftration  ?  And,  how  hap- 
py the  people  confefled  themfelves  to  be  under 
fuch  a  king,  I  leave  to  their  own  numerous  ad- 
drefles  j  which  all  politicians  will  allow  to  be  the 
mod  infallible  proof,  how  any  nation  ftands  af- 
fected to  their  Sovereign. 

Lelop-Aw  having  ended  his  fpeech,  and  ftruck 
his  forehead  thrice  againft  the  table,  as  the  cuf- 
tom  is  in  Japan,  fat  down  with  great  complacen- 
cy of  mind,  and  much  applaufe  of  his  adherents, 
as  might  be  obferved  by  their  countenances  and 
their  whifpers.  But  the  Emperor's  behaviour 
was  remarkable  ^  for,  during  the  whole  ha- 
rangue, he  appeared  equally  attentive  and  uneafy. 
After  a  fhort  paufe,  his  Majefty  commanded  that 
fome  other  counfellor  fhould  deliver  his  thoughts, 
either  to  confirm  or  object  againft  what  had  been 
fpoken  by  Lelop-Avr. 
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S  I  R, 

ALTHOUGH,  in  one  of  your  Papers,  you 
declare  an  intention  of  turning  them, 
during  the- dead  feafon  of  the  year,  into  accounts 
of  domeftic  and  foreign  intelligence ;  yet  I  think 
we,  your  correfpondents,  fhould  not  unclerftand 
your  meaning  fo  literally,  as  if  you  intended  to 
reject  inferting  any  other  paper,  which  might 
probably  be  ufeful  for  the  public.  Neither,  in- 
deed, am  I  fully  convinced,  thar  this  new  courfc 
you  refolve  to  take,  will  render  you  more  fecure 
than  your  former  laudable  practice,  of  inferting 
fuch  fpeculations  as  were  fent  you  by  feveral  well- 
wifliers  to  the  good  of  the  kingdom  ;  however 
granting  fuch  notices  might  be  to  fome,  who 
wanted  neither  power  nor  inclination  to  refen* 

them 
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them  at  your  coft.  For,  fines  there  is  a  direft 
law  againft  fpreading  falfe  news,  if  you  fhould 
venture  to  tell  us  in  one  of  the  Craftfmen,  that 
the  Dey  of  Algiers  had  got  the  toothach,  or  the 
King  of  Bantam  had  taken  a  purge,  and  the  fa£b> 
fhould  be  contradicted  in  fucceeding  pacquets  ;  I 
do  not  fee  what  plea  you  could  offer  to  avoid 
the  utmoft  penalty  of  the  law,  becaufe  you  are 
not  fuppofed  to  be  very  gracious  among  thofe 
who  are  moft  able  to  hurt  you. 

Belides,  as  I  take  your  intentions  to  be  flncere- 
ly  meant  for  the  public  fervice,  fo  your  original 
method  of  entertaining  and  inftructing  us  will  be 
more  general,  and  more  ufeful  in  this  fcafon  of 
the  year,,  when  people  are  retired  to  amufements 
more  cool,  more  innocent,  and  much  more  rea- 
fonable  than  thofc  they  have  left  j  when  their 
paffions  are  fubfided  or  fufpended  ,  when  they 
have  no  occafions  of  inflaming  themfdves,  or 
each  other  ;  where  they  will  have  opportunities 
of  hearing  common  fenfe,  e?ery  day  in  the  week, 
from  their  tenants  or  neighbouring  farmers,  and 
thereby  be  qualified,  in  hours  of  rain  or  leifure, 
to  read  and  confider  the  advice  or  information 
you  fhall  fend  them. 

Another  weighty  reafon  why  you  (hould  not 
alter  your  manner  of  writing,  by  dwindling  to  a 
news-monger,  is,  becaufe  there  is  no  fufpenlioa 
of  arms  agreed  on  between  you  and  your  adver- 
faries,  who  fight  with  a  fort  of  weapons  which 
have  two  wonderful  qualities,  that  they  are  never 

to 
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to  be  worn  out,  and  are  beft  wielded  by  the  weak- 
eft  hands,  and  which  the  poverty  of  our  language 
forceth  me  to  call  by  the  trite  appellations  of 
fcurrility,  flander,  and  Billingfgate.  I  am  far  from 
thinking  that  thefe  gentlemen,  or  rather  their 
employers,  (for  the  operators  themfelves  are  too 
Obfcure  to  ba  guefled  at),  fhould  be  anfwered 
after  their  own  way,  although  it  were  pofiible  to 
drag  them  out  of  their  obfcurity ;  but  1  wilh  you 
would  enquire  what  real  ufe  fuch  a  conduct  is  to 
the  caufe  they  have  been  fo  largely  paid  to  de- 
fend. The  author  of  the  three  firft  Occasional 
letters,  a  perfon  altogether  unknown,  hath  been 
thought  to  glance  (for  what  reafons  he  bi=ft 
knows)  at  fome  public  proceedings,  as  if  they 
were  not  agreeable  to  his  private  opinions.  In 
anfwer  to  this,  the  pamphleteers  retained  on  the 
other  fide,  are  inftrufted  by  their  fuperiors,  to 
fmgle  out  an  adverfary  whoTe  abilities  they  moft 
have  reafon  to  apprehend,  and  to  foad  himfelf, 
his  family  and  friends,  with  all  the  infamy  that  a 
perpetual  converfation  in  Bridewell,  Newgate,  and 
the  ftews,  could  furnifli  them  ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  fo  very  unluckily,  that  the  moft  diftinguifh- 
ing  parts  of  their  characters  ftrike  directly  in  the 
face  of  their  benefactor,  whofe  idea  prefeming  it- 
felf  along  with  his  guineas  perpetually  to  their 
imagination,  occafioned  this  defperate  blunder. 

But,  allowing  this  heap  of  flander  to  be  truth, 
and  applied  to  the  proper  perfon  ;  what  is  to  be 
the  conference  ?  Arc  our  public  debts  to  be 

the 


the  fooncr  paid  •,  the  corruptions  that  author 
complains  of,  to  be  the  fooner  cured  ;  an  honour- 
able peace,  or  a  glorious  war,  the  more  likely  to 
enfue  •,  trade  to  flouriih  ;  the  Oftend  company 
to  be  dcmolifhed ;  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon. 
left  entire  in  our  poffcffion  ;  the  balance  of 
Europe  to  be  preferved  ;  the  malignity  of  parties 
co  be  for  ever  at  an  end  ;  none  but  perfons  of 
merit,  virtue,  genius,  and  learning,  to  be  encou- 
raged ?  I  afk  whether  any  of  thefe  effects  will 
follow  upon  the  publication  of  this  author's  libel, 
even  fuppofing  he  could  prove  every  fyllable  of 
it  to  be  true  ? 

At  the  fame  time,  I  am  well  afTured,  that  the 
only  reafon  of  afcribing  thofe  papers  to  a  parti- 
cular perfon,  is  built  upon  the  information  of  a 
certain  pragmatical  fpy  of  quality,  well  known  to 
act  in  that  capacity  by  thofe  into  whofe  company- 
he  infinuates  himfelf ;  a  fort  of  perfons  who, 
although  without  much  love,  efteem,  or  dread 
of  people  in  prefent  power,  yet  have  too  much 
common  prudence  to  fpeak  their  thoughts  with 
freedom  before  fuch  an  intruder  ;  who,  there- 
fore, impofes  grofsly  upon  his  mailers,  if  he 
makes  them  pay  for  any  thing  but  his  own  con- 
jectures. 

It  is  a  grievous  miftake  in  a  great  minifter,  to 
neglect  or  defpife,  much  more  to  irritate,  men  of 
genius  and  learning.  I  have  heard  one  of  the 
wifeft  perfons  in  my  time  obferve,  that  an  admi- 
niftration  was  to  be  known  and  judged  by  the 
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talents  of  thofe  who  appeared  their,advocates  in 
print.  This  I  muft  never  allow  to  be  a  general 
rule ;  yet  I  cannot  but  think  it  prodigioufly  un- 
fortunate, that,  among  the  anfwerers,  defenders, 
repliers,  and  panegyrifts,  ftarted  up  in  defence 
of  prefent  perfons  and  proceedings,  there  hath 
not  yet  arifen  one  whofe  labours  we  can  read 
with  patience,  however  we  may  applaud  their 
loyalty  and  good-will.  And  all  this  with  the 
advantages  of  conftant  ready  pay,  of  natural  and 
acquired  venom,  and  a  grant  of  the  whole  fund 
of  flander,  to  range  over  and  riot  in  as  they 
pi  cafe, 

On  the  other  fide,  a  turbulent  writer  of  Oc- 
cafional  Letters,  and  other  vexatious  papers,  io 
conjunction  perhaps  with  one  or  two  friends  as 
bad  as  himfelf,  is  able  to  difconcert,  teaze,  and 
four  us  whenever  he  thinks  fit,  merely  by  the 
flrength  of  genius  and  truth ;  and  after  fo  dex- 
trous a  manner,  that,  when  we  are  vexed  to  the 
foul,,  and  well  know  the  reafons  why  we  are  fo, 
we  are  aihamed  to  own  the  firft,  and  cannot  tell 
how  to  exprefs  the  other.  In  a  word,  it  feems 
to  me,  that  all  the  writers  are  on  one  fide,  and  all 
the  railers  on  the  other. 

However,  I  do  not  pretend  to  aflert,  that  it  is 
iinpoffible  for  an  ill  minifter  to  find  men  of  wit, 
who  may  be  drawn,  by  a  very  valuable  confidera- 
tion,  to  undertake  his  defence  :  But  the  misfor- 
tune is,  that  the  heads  of  fuch  writers  rebel  a- 
gainft  their  hearts  j  their  genius  forfakes  them, 
i  when 


•when  they  would  offer  to  proftitute  it  to  the 
fervice  of  injuftice,  conniption,  party-rage,  and 
falfe  reprefentations  of  things  and  perfons. 

And  this  is  the  beft  argument  I  can  offer  la 
defence  of  great  men,  who  have  been  of  late  fo 
very  unhappy  in  the  choice  of  their  paper-cham- 
pions ;  although  I  cannot  much  commend  their 
good  hufbandry,  in.  thofe  exorbitant  payments 
,of  twenty  and  iixty  guineas  at  a  time  for  a  fcurvy 
pamphlet ;  fince  the  fort  of  work  they  require, 
is  what  will  all  come  within  the  talents  of  any 
one  who  hath  enjoyed  the  happinefs  of  a  very 
bad  education,  hath  kept  the  vileft  company,  is 
endowed  with  a  fervile  fpirit,  is  mafter  of  an 
empty  purfe,  and  a  heart  full  malice. 

But,  to  fpeak  the  truth  in  fobernefs  ;  it  fhould 
feem  a  little  hard,  fince  the  old  Whiggifh  prin- 
ciple hath  been  recalled,  of  (landing  up  for  the 
•liberty  of  the  prefs,  to  a  degree  that  no  man, 
for  feveral  years  paft,  durft  venture  out  a 
thought  which  did  not  fquare  to  a  point  with  the 
maxims  and  practices  that  then  prevailed  :  I  fay, 
it  is  a  little  hard  that  the  vileft  mercenaries 
fhould  be  countenanced,  preferred,  rewarded, 
for  difcharging  their  brutalities  againft  men  of 
honour,  only  upon  a  bare  conjecture. 

If  it  fhould  happen  that  thefe  profligates  have 
attacked  an  innocent  perfon,  I  afk  what  fads- 
faction  can  their  hirers  give  in  return  ?  Not  all 
the  wealth  raked  together  by  the  moft  corrupt 
rapacious  minifters,  in  the  longeft  courfe  of  un- 
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limited  power,  would  be  fufficient  to  atone  for 
the  hundredth  part  of  fuch  an  injury. 

In  the  common  way  of  thinking,  it  is  a  fitua- 
tion  fufficient  in  all  confcience  to  fatisfy  a  reafon- 
able  ambition,  for  a  private  perfon,  to  command 
the  laws,  the  forces,  the  revenues  of  a  great 
kingdom,  to  reward  and  advance  his  followers 
and  flatterers  as  he  pleafes,  and  to  keep  his 
enemies  (real  or  imaginary)  in  the  duft.  In  fuch 
an  exaltation,  why  fhotild  he  be  at  the  trouble 
to  make  ufe  of  fools  to  found  his  praifes,  (be- 
caufe  I  always  thought  the  lion  was  hard  fet, 
when  he  chofe  the  afs  for  his  trumpeter)  or 
knaves  to  revenge  his  quarrels,  at  the  expence  of 
innocent  men's  reputations  ? 

With  all  thofe  advantages,  I  cannot  fee  why 
perfons  in  the  height  of  power,  ihould  be  under 
the  leaft  concern  on  account  of  their  reputation, 
for  which  they  have  no  manner  of  ufe  ;  or  to 
ruin  that  of  others,  which  may  perhaps  be  the 
only  pofleffion  their  enemies  have  left  them. 
Suppofing  times  of  corruption,  which  I  am  very 
far  from  doing,  if  a  writer  «lifplays  them  in 
their  proper  colours,  does  he  do  any  thing  worfe 
than  fending  cuftomers  to  the  fhop  ?  Here  only, 
at  the  fign  of  the  Brazen  Head,  are  to  be  fold 
places  and  penfions :  Beware  of  counterfeits,  and 
take  care  of  miflaking  the  door. 

For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  very  unneceiTary 
to  give  the  character  of  a  great  minifter  in  the 
fulnefs  of  his  power,  becaufe  it  is  a  thing  that  na- 
turally 
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turally  does  itfelf,  and  is  obvious  to  the  eyes  o£ 
all  mankind  ;  for  his  perfonal  qualities  are  all 
derived  into  the  mod  minute  parts  of  his  admini- 
ftration.  If  this  be  juft,  prudent,  regular,  im- 
partial, intent  upon  the  public  good,  prepared 
for  prefent  exigencies,  and  provident  of  the 
future  ;  fuch  is  the  director  himfelf  in  his  pri- 
vate capacity  :  If  it  be  rapacious,  infolent,  par- 
tial, palliating  long  and  deep  difeafes  of  the 
public  with  empirical  remedies,  falfe,  difguifed, 
impudent,  malicious,  revengeful,  you  fhall  in- 
fallibly find  the  private  life  of  the  conductor  to 
anfwer  in  every  point ;  nay,  what  is  more,  every 
twinge  of  the  gout  or  gravel  will  be  felt  in  their 
confequences  by  the  community:  As  the  thief- 
catcher,  upon  viewing  a  houfe  broke  open, 
could  immediately  diftinguifh,  from  the  manner 
of  the  workmanmip,  by  what  hand  it  was  done. 
It  is  hard  to  form  a  maxim  againft  wnich  an 
exception  is  not  ready  to  ftart  up :  So,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  where  the  minifter  grows  enor- 
moufly  rich,  the  public  is  proportionably  poor  : 
As  in  a  private  family,  the  fteward  always  thrives 
the  fafteft,  when  his  Lord  is  running  out. 


Ma  OF 


O    F 

PUBLIC    ABSURDITIES 
IN     ENGLAND, 


IT  is  a  common  topic  of  fatire,  which  you 
will  hear  not  only  from  the  mouths  of  mi- 
nifters  of  ftate,  but  of  every  whiffler  in  office, 
that  half  a  dozen  obfcure  fellows,  over  a  bottle 
of  wine,  or  a  difh  of  coffee,  (hall  prefume  to  cen- 
fure  the  actions  of  parliaments  and  councils,  to 
form  fchemes  of  government,  and  new-model  the 
common-wealth  ;  and  this  ufually  ridiculed  as 
a  pragmatical  difpofition  to  politics,  in  the  very 
nature  and  genius  of  the  people.  It  may  poffibly 
be  true  :  And  yet  I  am  grofsly  deceived  if  any 
fober  man,  of  very  moderate  talents,  when  he 
reflects  upon  the  many  ridiculous  hurtful  maxims, 
cuftoms,  and  general  rules  of  life,  which  pre- 
vail in  this  kingdom,  would  not  with  great  rea- 
fon  be  tempted,  according  to  the  prefent  turn 
of  his  humour,  either  to  laugh,  lament,  or  be 
angry ;  or,  if  he  were  fanguine  enough,  per- 
haps to  dream  of  a  remedy.  It  is  the  miftake  of 
wife  and  good  men,  that  they  expeft  more  rea- 
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fon  and  virtue  from  human  nature,  than,  tak- 
ing it  in  the  bulk,  it  is  in  any  fort  capable  of. 
Whoever  hath  been  prefent  at  councils  or  af- 
femblies  of  any  fort,  if  he  be  a  man  of  common 
prudence,  cannot  but  have  obferved  fuch  refults 
and  opinions  to  have  frequently  pafled  a  majori- 
ty, as  he  would  be  afhamed  to  advance  in  pri- 
vate converfation.  I  fay  nothing  of  cruelty, 
opprellion,  injuftice,  and  the  like,  bccaufe  theie 
are  fairly  to  be  accounted  for  in  all  aflemblies,  as 
beft  gratifying  the  paflions  and  intercfts  of  lead- 
ers ;  which  is  a  point  of  fuch  high  confederation, 
that  all  others  mull  give  place  to  it.  But  I 
would  be  underftood  here  to  fpeak  only  of  opi- 
nions, ridiculous,  foolifh,  and  abfurd  ;  with  con- 
cluiions  and  actions  fuitable  to  them,  at  the  fame 
time  when  the  moft  reafonable  proportions  are 
often  unanimoufly  rejected. 

And,  as  all  afiemblies  of  men  are  liable  to  this 
accufation,  fo  likewife  there  are  natural  abfurdi- 
ties  from  which  the  wifeft  ftates  are  not  exempt, 
which  proceed  lefs  from  the  nature  of  their  cli- 
mate, than  that  of  their  government ;  the  Gauls, 
the  Britons,  the  Spaniards,  and  Italians,  hav- 
ing retained  very  little  of  the  characters  given 
them  in  ancient  hiftory. 

By  thefe  and  the  like  reflections,  I  have  been 
often  led  to  confider  fome  public  abfurdities  in 
our  own  country ;  moft  of  which  are,  in  my  opi- 
nion, directly  againft  the  rules  of  right  reafon, 
and  are  attended  with  great  inconveniencies  to 
M  3  the 
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the  ftate.  I  fliall  mention  fuch  of  them  as  come 
into  memory,  without  obferving  any  method  ; 
and  I  fhall  give  my  reafon  why  I  take  them 
to  be  abfurd  in  their  nature,  and  pernicious  in 
their  confequence. 

It  is  abfurd  that  any  perfon,  who  profeffeth  a 
different  form  of  worfhip  from  that  which  is  na- 
tional, fhould  be  trufted  with  a  vote  for  electing 
members  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Becaufe 
every  man  is  full  of  zeal  for  his  own  religion,  al- 
though he  regards  not  morality  j  and,  therefore, 
will  endeavour  to  his  utmoft  to  bring  in  a  repre- 
fentative  of  his  own  principles,  which,  if  they  be 
popular,  may  endanger  the  religion  eftablifhed; 
which,  as  it  hath  formerly  happened,  may  alter 
the  whole  frame  of  government. 

A  ftanding  army  in  England,  whether  in, 
time  of  peace  or  war,  is  a  direct  abfurd ity.  For, 
it  is  no  part  of  our  bufinefs  to  be  a  warlike  na- 
lion,  otherwife  than  by  our  fleets.  In  foreign 
wars  we  have  no  concern,  further  than  in  con- 
junction with  allies,  whom  we  may  either  aflift 
by  fca,  or  by  foreign  troops  paid  with  our  mo- 
ney. But  mercenary  troops  in  England  can 
be  of  no  ufe,  except  to  awe  fenates,  and  there- 
by promote  arbitrary  power  in  a  monarchy  or 
oligarchy. 

That  the  election  of  fenators  fiiould  be  of  any 
charge  to  the  candidates,  is  an  abfurdity  ;  but, 
that  it  fliould  be  fo  to  a  miniftry,  is  a  manifeft 
acknowledgment  of  the  word  defigns.  If  a  mi- 
niftry 
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niftry  intended  the  fervice  of  their  prince  and 
country,  or  well  underftood  wherein  their  own 
fecurity  beft  confifted,  (as  it  is  impoffible  that  a 
parliament  freely  elected,  according  to  the  ori- 
ginal inftitution,  can  do  any  hurt  to  a  tolerable 
prince,  or  a  tolerable  miuiftry) ;  they  would  ufe 
the  ftrongeft  methods  to  leave  the  people  to 
their  own  free  choice  :  The  members  would  then 
confift  of  perfons  who  had  beft  eftates  in  the 
neighbourhood  or  county,  or  at  leaft  never  of 
ftrangers.  And  furely  this  is  at  leaft  full  as  re- 
quifite  a  circumftance  to  a  legiflature,  as  to  a 
juryman,  who  ought  to  be,  if  poffible,  ex  •vic't- 
nw ;  fince  fuch  perfons  muft  be  fuppofed  the 
beft  judges  of  the  wants  and  defires  of  their  fe- 
verai  boroughs  and  counties.  To  choofe  a  re- 
prefentative  for  Berwick,  whofe  eftate  is  at  the 
Land's-End,  would  have  been  thought  in  former 
times  a  very  great  folecifm  ;  how  much  more  as 
it  is  at  prefent,  where  fo  many  perfons  are  re- 
turned for  boroughs,  who  do  not  poflefs  a  foot 
of  land  in  the  kingdom  ? 

By  the  old  conftitution,  whoever  poffefled  a 
freehold  m  land,  by  which  he  was  a  gainer  of 
forty  {hillings  a  year,  had  the  privilege  to  vote 
for  a  knight  of  the  {hire.  The  good  effects  of 
this  law  are  wholly  eluded,  partly  by  the  courfe 
of  time,  and  partly  by  corruption.  Forty  ihil- 
lings  in  thofe  ages  were  equal  to  twenty  pounds 
in  our's  ;  and  therefore  it  was  then  a  want  of 
iagacity  to  fix  that  privilege  to  a  determinate 
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fum,  rather  than  to  a  certain  quantity  of 
arable  or  pafture,  able  to  produce  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  corn  or  hay.  And  therefore  it  is  highly 
abfurd,  and  againft  the  intent  of  the  law,  that 
this  defect  is  not  regulated. 

But  the  matter  is  ftill  worfe  :  For  any  gentle- 
matt  can,  upon  occafion,  make  as  many  free- 
holders as  his  eftate  or  fettlement  will  allow,  by 
making  leafes  for  life  of  land  at  a  rack  rent  of 
forty  {hillings,  where  a  tenant,  who  is  not  worth 
one  farthing  a-year,  when  his  rent  is  paid,  {hall, 
be  held  a  legal  voter  for  a  perfon  to  i-eprefent 
his  county.  Neither  do  I  enter  into  half  the 
frauds  that  are  praclifed  upon  this  occafion. 

It  is  likewife  abfurd,  that  boroughs-  decayed 
are  not  abfolutely  extinguifhed,  becaufe  the  re- 
turned members  do  in  reality  reprefent  nobody 
at  all  v  and  that  feveral  large  towns  are  not  repre- 
fented,  though  full  of  induftrious  townfmen, 
who  much  advance  the  trade  of  the  kingdom. 

The  claim  of  fenators,  to  have  themfclves  and 
fervants  exempted  from  law-fuits  and  arrefts,  is 
manifeftly  abfurd.  The  proceedings  at  law  are 
already  fo  fcandalous  a  grievance,  upon  account 
of  the  delays,  that  they  little  need  any  addition. 
Whoever  is  either  not  able,  or  not  willing  to  pay 
his  juft  debts,  or,  to-  keep  other  men  out  of 
their  lands,  would  evade  the  decifion  of  the  law, 
is  fuirely  but  ill  qualified  to  be  a  legiflator.  A 
criminal,  with  as  good  reafon,  might  fit  on  the 
bench,  with  a  power  of  condemning  men  to  be 

hanged 
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hanged  for  their  honefty.  By  the  annual  fitting 
of  parliaments,  and  the  days  of  privilege  preced- 
ing and  fubfequent,  a  fenator  is  one  half  of  the 
year  beyond  the  reach  of  common  juftice. 

That  the  facred  perfon  of  a  fenator's  footman 
fhould  be  free  from  arreft,  although  he  undoes 
the  poor  ale-wife  by  running  on  fcore,  is  a  cir- 
cumftance  of  equal  wifdom  and  juftice,  to  avoid 
the  great  evil  of  his  mafter's  lady  wanting  her 
compliment  of  liveries  behind  the  coach. 


SHORT 
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SHORT 


REMARKS 


BISHOP   BURNET's   HISTORY. 


THIS  author  is  in  moft  particulars  the  worft 
qualified  for  an  hiftorian,  that  ever  I  met 
with.  His  ftyle  is  rough,  full  of  improprieties, 
in  expreflions  often  Scotch,  and  often  fuch  as 
are  ufed  by  the  meaneft  people.  He  difcovers  a 
great  fcarcity  of  words  and  phrafes,  by  repeating 
the  fame  feveral  hundred  times,  for  want  of  ca- 
pacity to  vary  them.  His  obfervations  are  mean 
and  trite,  and  very  often  falfe.  His  Secret  Hif- 
tory  is  generally  made  up  of  coffee-houfe  fcan- 
dals,  or  at  beft  from  reports  at  the  third,  fourth, 
or  fifth  hand.  The  account  of  the  Pretender's 
birth,  would  only  become  an  old  woman  in  a 
chimney-corner.  His  vanity  runs  intolerably 
through  the  whole  book,  affecting  to  have  been 
of  confequence  at  nineteen  years  old,  and  while 
he  was  a  little  Scotch  parfon  of  40!.  a-year.  He 
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was  a  gentleman  born  ;  and,  in  the  time  of  his 
youth  and  vigour,  drew  in  an  old  maiden  daugh- 
ter of  a  Scotch  Earl  to  marry  him.  His  dia- 
meters are  miferably  wrought,  in  many  things 
miftaken,  and  all  of  them  detracting,  except  of* 
thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  Prefbyterians. 
That  early  love  of  liberty  he  boafts  of,  is  abfolute- 
ly  falfe ;  for  the  firft  book  that  I  believe  he  ever 
publifhed,  is  an  entire  treatife  in  favour  of  paf- 
ilve  obedience  and  abfolute  power  ;  fo  that  his 
reflections  on  the  clergy,  for  averting,  and  thea 
changing  thofe  principles,  come  very  improperly 
from  him.  He  is  the  moft  partial  of  all  writers 
that  ever  pretended  fo  much  to  impartiality  ;  and 
yet  I,  who  knew  him  well,  am  convinced  that  he  is 
as  impartial  as  he  could  poffibly  find  in  his  heart  j 
I  am  fure  more  than  I  ever  expected  from  him  ; 
particularly  in  his  accounts  of  the  Papift  and  Fa- 
natic plots.  This  work  may  be  more  properly 
called,  A  Hijlory  of  Scotland  during  the  author's 
t'nnet  ivhh  feme  digrejjions  relating  to  England, 
rather  than  deferve  the  title  he  gives  it.  For  I 
believe  two-thirds  of  it  relate  only  to  that  beggar- 
ly nation,  and  their  infignificant  brangles  and  fac- 
tions. "What  he  fuccecds  beft  in  is,  in  giving  ex- 
tracts of  arguments,  and  debates  in  council  or 
parliament.  Nothing  recommends  his  book  but 
the  recency  of  the  facts  he  mentions,  moft  of 
them  being  ftill  in  memory,  efpecially  the  ftory 
of  the  Revolution  ;  which,  however,  is  not  fo 
well  told  as  might  be  expected,  from  one  who 

affefts 
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affects  to  have  had  fo  confiderable  a  (hare  in  it. 
After  all,  he  was  a  man  of  generofity  and  good 
•nature,  and  very  communicative ;  but,  in  his  ten 
laft  years,  was  abfolute  party-mad,  and  fancied 
he  faw  Popery  under  every  bufh.  He  hath  told 
me  many  paflages  not  mentioned  in  his  hiftory, 
and  many  that  are,  but  with  feveral  circumftan- 
ces,  fupprefled  or  altered.  He  never  gives  a 
good  character  without  one  eflential  point,  that 
the  perfon  was  tender  to  diflenters,  and  thought 
many  things  In  the  church  ought  to  be  amended. 

Setting  up  far  a  maxim.  Laying  down  for  a 
maxim,  Clapt  up,  Decency,  and  fome  other  words 
and  phrafes,  he  tifes  many  hundred  times. 

Cut  out  for  a  Court,  A  pardoning  planet  ;  Clapt 
tip,  Left  in  the  lurch,  The  Mob,  Outed,  A  great 
ieauty,  Went  roundly  to  'work :  All  thefe  phrafes 
ufed  by  the  vulgar,  fhe\v  him  to  have  kept  mean 
•or  illiterate  company  in  his  youth. 
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HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND, 


The  Invaflon  of  it  by  JULIUS  CJESARS 


WILLIAM  THE  CONQJJEROR. 

THE  moft  antient  account  we  have 
of  Britain,  is,  that  the  ifland  was 
full  of  inhabitants,  divided  into  feveral 
petty  kingdoms,  as  moft  nations  of  the 
world  appear  to  have  been  at  firft.  The 
bodies  of  the  Britons  were  painted  with  Britons. 
a  Iky- coloured  blue,  either  as  an  orna- 
ment, or  elfe  for  terror  to  their  enemies. 
In  their  religion  they  were  Heathens,  as  Heathens, 
all  the  world  was  before  CHRIST,  ex- 
cept the  Jews. 

VOL.  XI.  N  Their 


Druids.  Their   priefts    were    called    Druids : 

Thefe  lived  in  hollow  trees,  and  com- 
mitted not  their  myfteries  to  writing, 
but  delivered  them  down  by  tradition, 
whereby  they  were  in  time  wholly  loft. 

The  Britons  had  wives  in  common, 
fo  many  to  a  particular  tribe  or  foeiety, 
and  the  children  were  in  common  to 
that  foeiety. 

About  fifty  years  before  Chrift,  Julius 
Oefar,  the  firft  Roman  Emperor,  hav- 
ing conquered  Gaul  or  France,  invaded 
Britain,  rather  to  increafe  his  glory  than 
conquefts  ;  for  having  overcome  the  na- 
tives in  one  or  two  battles,  he  returned. 

The  next  invafion  of  Britain  by  the 
Romans  (then  matters  of  moft  of  the 
known  world)  was  in  the  reign  of  the 
Claudius.      Emperor  Claudius  ;  but  it  was  not  whol- 
Ncro.  ly  fubJued  till  that  of  Nero.     It  was  go- 

verned by  lieutenants,  or  deputies,  fent 
from  Rome,  as  Ireland  is  now  by  depu- 
ties from  England,  and  continued  thus 
under  the  Romans  for  about 
years  ;  till  that  empire  being  invaded  by 
the  Goths  and  Vandals,  "the  Romans 
were  forced  not  only  to  recal  their  own 
ai-mies,  but  alfo  to  draw  from  hence  the 
braveft  of  the  Britons,  for  their  affift- 
»  ance  againft  thofe  Barbarians. 

The 
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The  Roman  conqucfts  in  this  ifland 
reached  no  further  northward,  than  to 
that  part  of  Scotland  where  Stirling  and 
Glafgow  are  feated  :  The  region  beyond 
was  held  not  worth  the  conquering :  It 
was  inhabited  by  a  barbarous  people, 
called  Caledonians  and  Piffs ;  who,  be-  Ptts. 
ing  a  rough  fierce  nation,  daily  infefted 
the  Britifh  borders.  Therefore  the  Em- 
peror Sevcrus  built  a  wall,  from  Stir-  Pitts  wall, 
ling  to  Glafgow,  to  prevent  the  hrvafions 
of  the  Pidls :  It  is  commonly  called  the 
Pitts  wall. 

Thefe  Pidls  and  Caledonians,  or  Scots, 
encouraged  by  the  departure  of  the  Ro- 
mans, do  now  cruelly  infeft  and  invade  A.  D.  45;. 
the  Britons  by  fea  and  land  :  The  Bri- 
tons chufe  Vortigern  for  their  king,  who 
was  forced  to  invite  the  Saxons,  (a  fierce  Saxons, 
northern  people)  to  afflft  him  againfl 
thofe  Barbarians.  The  Saxons  came  o- 
ver,  and  beat  the  Picls  in  feveral  battles; 
but,  at  lafl,  pick  quarrels  with  the  Bri- 
tons themfelves ;  and,  after  a  long  war, 
drive  them  into  the  mountains  of  Wales 
and  Cornwall,  and  eftablifh  themfelves 
in  feven  kingdoms  in  Britain,  (by  them 
now  called  England.)  Thefe  feven  king- 
doms are  ufually  ftiled  the  Saxon  Hep- 
tarchy. 

N  2  About 
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A.  D.  460.       About  this  time  lived  King  Arthur, 

Arthur.  (if  the  whole  ftory  be  not  a  fable)  who 
was  fo  famous  for  beating  the  Saxons 
in  feveral  battles. 

The  Britons  received  Christianity  very 
early,  and,  as.  is  reported,  from  fome  of 
the  difciples  themfelves  :  So  that  when 

A.  D.  600.  the  Romans  left  Britain,  the  Britons 
were  generally  Chriftians.  But  the  Saxons 
were  Heathens ;  till  Pope  Gregory  the 

A-ufKn.  Great  fent  over  hither  Auflin  the  Monk, 
by  whom  Ethelbert  King  of  the  South 
Saxons,  and  his  fubjefts,  were  convert- 
ed to  Chriftianity ;  and  the  whole  ifland 
foon  followed  the  example. 

After  many  various  revolutions  in 
this  ifland  among  the  kingdoms  of  the 

Egbert.        Saxons,    Egbert,    defcended   from    the 

A.  D.  819.  Weft  Saxon  kings,  became  fole  monarch 
of  England. 

The  language  in  Britain  was  Britifh, 
(now  called  Welch)  or  Latin;  but,  with 
the  Saxons,  Engliih  came  in,  (although 
extremely  different  from  what  it  is  now). 
The  prefent  names  of  towns,  {hires,  &c. 
were  given  by  them  ;  and  the  whole 
kingdom  was  called  England,  from  the 

Angle*.  Angles,  who-  were  a  branch  of  the  Sax- 
ons. 

As  foon  as  the  Saxons  were  fettled, 

Eanej.         tn£  Danes  began  to  trouble  and  invade 

them, 


(     M9     ) 

them,  as  they  (the  Saxons)  had  before 
done  the  Britons. 

Thefe  Danes  came  out  of  Germany, 
Denmark,  and  Norway ;  a  rough  war- 
like people,  little  different  from  the 
Saxons,  to  whom  they  were  nigh  neigh- 
bours. 

After  many  invasions  from  the  Danes, 
Edgar  king  of  England  fets  forth  the  Edgar. 
firft  navy.  He  was  intitled  King  of  all 
Albion,  (an  old  name  of  this  ifland)  and 
was  the  firft  abfolute  monarch.  He 
made  peace  with  the  Danes,  and  allowed 
them  to  live  in  his  dominions  mixt  with 
the  Englifh. 

In  this  Prince's  time,  there  were 'five 
kings  in  Wales,  who  all  did  him  homage 
for  their  country. 

Thefe  Danes  began  firft  to  make  their 
invafions  here  about  the  year  800,  which, 
they  after  renewed  at  feveral  times,  and 
under  feveral  leaders,  and  were  as  often 
repulfed.  They  ufed  to  come  with  vaft 
numbers  of  (hips,  burn  and  ravage  be- 
fore them,  as  the  cities  of  London, 
"Winchefter,  &c.  Encouraged  by  fuc- 
cefs  and  prey,  they  often  wintered  in 
England,  fortifying  themfelves  in  the 
northern  parts,  from  whence  they  cruel- 
ly infefted  the  Saxon  kings.  In  procefs 
of  time,  they  mixed  with  the  Englifh  (as 
N  3  was 


was  faid  before)  and  lived  under  the 

A.  D.  978.  Saxon  government :  But  Ethelred,   then 

king  of  England,  weary  of  the  Danifh 

Danes  maf-  infolence,  a   confpiracy  is  formed,    and 

fecred.          the  Danes  are  maffacred  in  one  day  all 

over  England. 

Swaine,  Four  years  after,  Swaine  king  of  Den- 

mark, to  revenge  the  death  of  his  fub- 
je&s,  invades  England  ;  and,  after,  bat- 
tles fought,  and  much  cruelty  exercifed, 
he  fubdues  the  whole  kingdom,  forcing 
Ethelred  to  fly  into  Normandy. 
Canutus.  Swaine  dying,  his  fon  Canutus  fuc- 

ceeds  in  the  kingdom  ;  but  Ethelred 
returning  with  an  army,  Canutus  is 
forced  to  withdraw  to  Denmark  for 
fuccour. 

Ethelred  dies,  and  his  fon  Edmond 
Ironfide  fucceeds  ;  but  Canutus  return- 
ing with  frefh  forces  from  Denmark, 
after  feveral  battles,  the  kingdom  is 
parted  between  them  both.  Edmond 
dying,  his  fons  are  fent  beyond  fea  by 
Canutus,  who  now  is  fole  king  of  Eng- 
land. 

Haixlicanute,  the  laft  Danifh  King, 
dying  without  uTue,  Edward  fon  of 
Ethelred,  is  chofen  king.  For  his  great 
holinefs,  he  was  firnamed  the  Confeflbr, 
and  fainted  after  his  death.  He  was  the 
firft  of  our  princes  that  attempted  to 


cure  the  king's  evil  by  touching.  He  King's  Evil, 
firft  introduced  what  is  now  called  the 
Common  Law.  In  his  time  began  the 
mode  and  humour  among  the  Englifh. 
gentry,  of  ufing  the  French  tongue  and 
fafhions,  in  compliance  with  the  King, 
who  had  been  bred  up  in  Normandy. 

The  Danitli  government  in  England 
lafted  but  twenty-fix  years,  under  three 
kings. 

Edward  the  Confeflbr  married  the 
daughter  of  Earl  Godwin,  an  Englifh 
nobleman  of  great  power,  but  of  Danifh 
extraction  ;  but  wanting  iflue,  he  ap- 
pointed Edgar  Atheling,  grandfon  to 
his  brother,  to  fucceed  him,  and  Harold,  Harold. 
fon  of  Earl  Godwin,  to  be  governor  of 
the  young  prince.  But,  upon  Edward's 
'  death,  Harold  neglected  Edgar  Atheling, 
and  ufurped  the  crown  for  himfelf. 

Edward,  while  he  was  in  Normandy, 
met  fo  good  reception,  that  it  was  faid 
he  made  a  promife  to  that  Duke,  that 
hi  cafe  he  recovered  his  kingdom,  and 
died  without  iflue,  he  would  leave  it  to 
him.  Edward  dying,  William  Duke  of 
Normandy  fends  to  Harold  to  claim  the 
crown  ;  but  Harold,  now  in  pofleflion, 
refolves  to  keep  it.  Upon  which  Duke 
William  having  prepared  a  mighty  fleet 
and  army,  invades  England,  lands  at 
Hayings, 
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Haftings,  and  fets  fire  to  his  fleet,  to  cut 
off  all  hope  from  his  men,  of  returning, 
To  Harold  he  fent  his  meffenger,  de- 
manding the  kingdom,  and  his  fubjec- 
tion  :  But  Harold  returned  him  this 
anfwer,  That  unlefs  he  departed  his 
land,  he  would  make  him  fenfibk  of  his 
juft  difpleafure.  'So  Harold  advanced 
his  forces  into  SufTex,  within  feven  miles 
of  his  enemy.  The  Norman  Duke,  to 
fave  the  effufion  of  blood,  fent  thefe 
offers  to  Harold;  either  wholly  to  refign 
the  kingdom  to  him,  or  to  try  the  quar- 
rel with  him  in  fingle  combat.  To  this 
Harold  did  not  agree. 

Then  the  battle  joined.  The  Nor- 
mans had  gotten  the  worft,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  a  flratagem  they  invented, 
A.  D.  1066.  which  got  them  the  day.  In  this  en- 
gagement Harold  was  killed,  and  Wil- 
liam Duke  of  Normandy  became  king 
of  England,  under  the  name  of  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror. 


A 
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LETTER 

T    O 

A  MEMBER,  of  PARLIAMENT  in  Ireland, 

Upon  the  chufing  a  new  SPEAKER  there. 

Written  in  the  year  1 708^ 

S  I  R, 

YO  U  may  eafily  believe  I  am  not  at  all  fur- 
prifed  at  what  you  tell  me,  fince  it  is  but  a 
confirmation  of  my  own  conjecture  that  I  fent 
you  laft  week,  and  made  you  my  reproaches  up- 
on it  at  a  venture.  It  looks  exceeding  ftrange,  yet 
I  believe  it  to  be  a  great  truth,  that  in  order  to 
carry  a  point  in  your  Houfe,  the  two  following 
circumftances  are  of  great  advantage  :  Firft,  to 
have  an  ill  caufe  ;  and,  fecondly,  to  be  a  mino- 
rity. For  both  thefe  circumftances  are  extreme- 
ly apt  to  invite  men,  to  make  them  affiduous  in 

their 


their  attendance,  watchful  of  opportunities,  zea- 
lous for  gaining  over  profelytes,  and  often  fuc- 
cefsful  ;  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when 
favour  and  intereft  are  on  the  fide  of  their  opi- 
nion. Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  a  majority 
with  a  good  caufe  are  negligent  andfupine.  They 
think  it  fufficient  to  declare  themfelves  upon  opi- 
nion in  favour  of  their  party  ;  but,  failing  againfk 
the  tide  of  favour  and  preferment,  they  are  ea- 
fily  fcattered  and  driven  back.  In  fhort,  they 
want  a  common  principle  to  cement,  and  mo- 
tive to  fpirit  them.  For  the  bare  acting  upon  a 
principle,  from  the  dictates  of  a  good  confcience, 
or  profpect  of  ferving  the  public,  will  not  go  ve- 
ry far  under  the  prefent  difpofitions  of  mankind. 
This  was  amply  verified  laft  feflions  of  parlia- 
ment, upon  -occafion  of  the  money-bill,  the  me- 
rits of  which  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  examine.  It 
is  enough  that,  upon  the  firft  news  of  its  tranf- 
miffion  hither,  in  the  form  it  afterwards  appear- 
ed, the  members,  upon  difcourfe  with  their 
friends,  feemed  unanimous  againft  it.  I  mean 
thofe  of  both  parties,  except  a  few,  who  were 
looked  upon  as  perfons  ready  to  go  any  lengths 
prefcribed  them  by  the  court.  Yet  with  only  a 
weak  canvaffing  among  a  very  few  hands,  the 
bill  pafled  after  a  full  debate,  by  a  very  great  ma- 
jority. Yet,  I  believe,  you  will  hardly  attempt 
perfuading  me,  or  any  body  elfe,  that  one  man 
in  ten,  of  thofe  who  changed  their  language, 
were  moved  by  reafons  any  way  affecting  the  me- 
rits 
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rits  of  the  cnufe,  but  merely  through  hope,  fears, 
indolence,  or  good  manners.  Nay,  I  have  been 
afiured  from  good  hands,  that  there  was  ftill  a 
number  fufficient  to  make  a  majority  againft  the 
bill,  if  they  had  not  apprehended  the  other  fide 
to  be  fecure,  and  therefore  thought  it  impru- 
dence, by  declaring  themfelves,  to  difoblige  the 
government  to  no  purpofe. 

Reflecting  upon  this,  and  forty  other  paflages, 
in  the  feveral  Houfes  of  Commons  fince  the  Re- 
volution, makes  me  apt  to  think  there  is  nothing 
a  Chief  Governor  can  be  commanded  to  attempt 
here,  wherein  he  may  not  fucceed,  with  a  very 
competent  fhare  of  addrefs,  and  with  fuch  affift- 
ance  as  he  will  always  find  ready  at  his  devotion. 
And  therefore  I  repeat  what  I  faid  at  fir  ft,  that 
I  am  not  at  all  furprifed  at  what  you  tell  me. 
For  if  there  had  been  the  leaft  fpark  of  public 
fpirit  left,  thofe  who  wiflied  well  to  their  coun- 
try and  its  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate, 
fhould,  upon  the  firft  news  of  the  late  Speaker's 
promotion,  (and  you  and  I  know  it  might  have 
been  done  a  great  deal  fooner)  have  immediately 
gone  together,  and  confulted  about  the  fitteft 
perfon  to  fucceed  him.  But,  by  all  I  can  com- 
prehend, you  have  been  fo  far  from  proceed- 
ing thus,  that  it  hardly  ever  came  into  any  of 
your  heads.  And  the  reafon  you  give,  is  the 
worft  in  the  world  :  That  none  offered  them- 
felves, and  you  knew  not  whom  to  pitch  upon. 
It  feems,  however,  the  other  party  was  more  re- 
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folved,  or  at  leaft  not  fo  modeft :  For  you  fay 
your  vote  is  engaged  againft  your  opinion,  and 
feveral  gentlemen  in  my  neighbourhood  tell  me 
the  fame  ftory  of  themfelves.  This,  I  confefs, 
is  of  an  unufual  ftrain,  and  a  good  many  fteps 
below  any  condefcenlions,  a  court  will,  I  hope, 
ever  require  from  you.  I  fliall  not  trouble  my- 
felf  to  enquire  who  is  the  perfon  for  whom  you 
and  others  are  engaged,  or  whether  there  be 
more  candidates  from  that  fide  than  one.  You 
tell  me  nothing  of  either,  and  I  never  thought  it 
worth  the  queftion  to  any  body  elfe.  But  in  fo 
weighty  an  affair,  and  againft  your  judgment,  I 
cannot  look  upon  you  as  irrevocably  determined. 
Therefore,  I  defire  you  will  give  me  leave  to  rea- 
fon  with  you  a  little  upon  the  fubject,  left  your 
compliance  or  inadvertency  fhould  put  you  up- 
on what  you  may  have  caufe  to  repent  of  as  long 
as  you  live. 

You  know  very  well,  the  great  bufinefs  of  the 
high-flying  Whigs  at  this  juncture,  is  to  endea- 
vour a  repeal  of  the  Teft-claufe.  You  know 
likewife,  that  the  moderate  men,  both  of  High 
and  Low-church,  profefs  to  be  wholly  averfe 
from  this  defign,  as  thinking  it  beneath  the  po- 
licy of  common  gardeners  to  cut  down  the  only 
.hedge  that  fhelters  from  the  North.  Now,  I 
will  put  the  cafe  :  If  the  perfon  to  whom  you 
have  promifed  your  vote,  be  one  of  whom  you 
have  the  leaft  apprehenfion  that  he  will  promote 
or  affent  to  the  repealing  of  that  claufe,  whether 
i  it 
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it  be  decent  or  proper  he  ihould  be  the  mouth  of 
an  aflembly,  whereof  a  very  great  majority  pre- 
tend to  abhor  his  opinion  ?  Can  a  body,  whofe 
mouth  and  heart  muft  go  fo  contrary  ways, 
ever  act  with  fincerity,  or  hardly  with  confift- 
encc  ?  Such  a  man  is  no  proper  vehicle  to  retain 
or  convey  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfc,  which,  in  fo 
many  points  of  the  greateft  moment,  will  be  di- 
rectly contrary  to  his.  It  is  full  as  abfurd,  as  to 
prefer  a  man  to  a  bifhoprick,  who  denies  revealed 
religion.  But  it  may  poflibly  be  a  great  deal 
worfe.  What  if  the  perfori  you  defign  to  vote 
into  that  important  poft,  fhould  not  only  "be  a 
declared  enemy  of  the  Sacramental  Teft,  but 
fliould  prove  to  be  a  folicitor,  an  encourager,  or 
even  a  penner  of  addrefles  to  complain  of  it  ? 
Do  you  think  it  fo  indifferent  a  thing,  that  a 
promife  of  courfe,  the  effect  of  compliance,  im- 
portunity, fliame  of  refufmg,  or  any  the  like 
motive,  {hall  oblige  you  paft  the  power  of  retract- 
ing. 

Perhaps  you  will  tell  me,  as  fome  have  already 
had  the  weaknefs,  that  it  is  of  little  importance 
to  either  party  to  have  a  Speaker  of  their  fide, 
his  bufmefs  being  only  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe,  and  report  it ;  that  you  often,  at  com- 
mittees, put  an  able  Speaker  into  the  chair,  on 
purpofe  to  prevent  him  from  flopping  a  bill. 
Why,  if  it  were  no  more  than  this ;  I  believe  I 
fliould  hardly  chufe,  even  among  my  footmen, 
fuch  a  one  to  deliver  a  meflage,  whofe  intereft 
and  opinion  led  him  to  wifli  it  might  mifcarry. 
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But  I  remember  to  have  heard  Colonel  Birch  of 
Herefordfhire  fay,  that  he  was  a  very  lorry 
Speaker,  whofe  fmgle  vote  was  not  better  than 
fifty  common  ones.  I  am  fare  it  is  reckoned  in 
England  the  firft  great  teft  of  the  prevalency  of 
either  party  in  the  Houfe.  Sir  Thomas  Lyttleton 
thought,  that  a  Houfe  of  Commons  with  a  ftink- 
xng  breath  (fuppoung  the  Speaker  to  be  the 
mouth)  would  go  near  to  infect  every  thing  with- 
in the  walls,  and  a  great  deal  without.  It  is  the 
imalleft  part  of  an  able  Speaker's  bufinefs,  what 
he  performs  in  the  Houfe,  at  leaft  if  he  be  in 
with  the  Court,  when  it  is  hard  to  fay  how  many 
converts  may  be  made  in  a  circle  of  dinner  or 
private  cabals.  And  you  and  I  ealily  call  to  mind 
a  gentleman  in  that  ftation  in  England,  who,  by 
his  own  arts,  and  perfonal  credit,  was  able  to 
draw  over  a  majority,  and  change  the  whole 
power  of  a  prevailing  fide  in  a  nice  juncture  of 
affairs,  and  made  a  parliament  expire  in  one  par- 
ty, who  had  lived  in  another. 

I  am  far  from  an  inclination  to  multiply  party- 
caufes  ;  but  furely  the  beft  of  us  can  with  very  ill 
{jrace  make  that  an  objection,  who  have  not  been 
lo  nice  ia  matters  of  much  lefs  importance.  Yet 
I  have  heard  fome  perfons  of  both  fides,  gravely 
deliver  theuiicives  in  this  manner,  Why  fhould 
\\»e  ;make  the  chufing  a  Speaker  a  party-caufe  ? 
Let  us  fix  upon  one  who  is  well  verfed  in  the 
practices  and  methods  of  parliament.  And  I  be- 
lieve there  are  too  many  who  would  talk  at  the 
&me  rate,  if  the  qiieftion  were  not  only  about 
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abollfhing  the  Sacramental  Teft,  but  the  Sacra- 
ment i'tfelf. 

But  fuppofe  the  principles  of  the  moft  artful 
Speaker  would  have  no  influence  either  to  obtain 
or  obftrucl:  any  point  in  parliament,  who  can  an- 
f\vcr  what  effects  fuch  a  choice  may  product: 
without  doors  ?  It  is  obvious  how  fuch  a  matter 
ferves  to  raife  the  fpirits  and  hopes  of  the  Dif- 
fentcrs,  and  their  high-flying  advocates  ;  what 
lengths  they  run,  what  conclufions  they  form, 
and  what  hopes  they  entertain.  Do  they  hear  of 
a  new  friend  in  office  ?  That  is  encouragement 
enough  to  prejudice  the  city  againft  the  opinion 
•of  a  majority,  into  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen  for 
repealing  the  Sacramental  Teft  ;  or  iiTue  out  their 
orders  to  the  next  fanatic  parfon,  to  furbiflx  up 
his  old  fermons,  and  preach  and  print  new  ones 
dire£lly  againft  Epifcopacy.  I  would  lay  a  good 
wager,  that,  if  the  choice  of  a  new  Speaker  fuc- 
ceeds  exactly  to  their  liking,  we  {hall  fee  it  foon 
followed  by  many  new  attempts,  either  in  the 
form  of  pamphlet,  fermon,  or  addrefs,  to  the 
fame,  or  perhaps  more  dangerous  purpofes. 

Suppofmg  the  Speaker's  office  to  be  only  an 
employment  of  profit  and  honour,  and  a  Hep  to 
a  better;  fince  it  is  in  your  own  gift,  will  you 
not  chufe  to  beftow  it  upon  fome  perfon  whofc 
principles  the  majority  of  you  pretends  to  ap- 
prove, if  it  were  only  to  be  Cure  of  a  worthy 
man  hereafter,  in  a  high  ftation,  on  the  bench, 
or  at  the  bar  ? 
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I  confefs,  if  it  were  a  thing  poffible  to  be  com- 
pafied,  it  would  feem  mo  ft  reafonable  to  fill  the 
chair  with  fome  perfon  who  would  be  entirely 
devoted  to  neither  party  :  But,  fince  there  are  fo 
few  of  that  chara&er,  and  thofe  either  unquali- 
fied or  unfriended,  I  cannot  fee  how  a  majority 
will  anfwer  it  to  their  reputation,  to  be  fo  ill  pro- 
vided of  able  perfons,  that  they  muft  have  re> 
courfe  for  a.  leader  to  their  adverfaries ;  a  pro?- 
ceeding  of  which  I  never  met  with  above  one 
example,  and  even  that  fucceeded  but  ill,  though 
it  was  recommended  by  an  oracle,  which  advifed 
fome  city  in  Greece  to  beg  a  General  from  their 
enemies,  who,  in  fcorn,  fent  them  either  a  fid- 
ler  or  a  poet,  I  have  forgotten  which  ;  but  fo 
much  I  remember,  that  his  conduft  was  fuch, 
as  they  foon  grew  weary  of  him. 

You  pretend  to  be  heartily  refolved  againft  re- 
pealing the  Sacramental  Teft,  yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  give  the  only  great  employment  you  have 
to  difpofe  of,  to  a  perfoa  who  will  take  that  Teft 
againft  his  ftomach,  (by  which  word  I  underftancl 
many  a  man's  conscience)  who  earneftly  wifhed  It 
repealed,  and  will  endeavour  it  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  power  j  fo  that  the  firft  afrion,  after  you  meet, 
will  be  a  fort  of  contravention  to  that  Teft  :  And 
will  any  body  go  further  than  your  practice,  to 
judge  of  your  principles  ? 

And  now  I  am  upon  this  fubjec"V,  I  cannot 
conclude  without  faying  fomething  to  a  very 
popular  argument  againft  that  Sacramental  Teft, 
which  may  be  apt  to  ihake  many  of  thofe  who 
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would  otherwife  wifli  well  enough  to  it.  They 
fay,  it  was  a  new  hardlhip  put  upon  the  Diflen- 
ters,  without  any  provocation  ;  and,  it  is  plain, 
could  be  no  way  neceffitry,  becaufe  we  had  pcnce- 
ably  lived  together  fo  long  without  it.  They  add 
fome  other  circumftances  of  the  arts  by  which 
it  was  obtained,  and  the  perfon  by  whom  it  was 
inferted.  Surely  fuch  people  do  not  confider, 
that  the  penal  laws  againft  DuTemers  were  made 
ineffectual  by  the  connivance  and  mercy  of  the 
government ;  fo  that  all  employments  of  the  ftate, 
lay  as  open  to  them,  as  they  did  to  the  beft  and 
moft  legal  fubjects.  And  what  progrefs  they 
\\ould  have  made  by  the  advantages  of  a  late 
conjuncture,  is  obvious  to  imagine ;  which  I 
take  to  be  a  full  anfwer  to  that  objection. 

I  remember,  upon  the  tranfmiflion  of  that  bill 
with  the  Teft-claufe  inferted,  the  DiiTenters  and 
their  partizans,  among  other  topics,  fpoke  much 
of  the  good  effects  produced  by  the  lenity  of  the 
government :  That  the  prefbyterians  were  grown 
very  incorulderable  in  their  number  and  quality, 
and  would  daily  come  in  to  the  church,  if  we 
did  not  fright  them  from  it  by  new  feverities. 
When  the  act  was  parted,  they  prefently  changed 
their  ftyle,  and  raifed  a  clamour,  through  both 
kingdoms,  of  the  great  numbers  of  confiderable 
gentry  who  were  laid  afide,  and  could  no  longer 
ferve  their  Queen  and  country  :  "Which  hyper- 
bolical way  of  reckoning,  when  it  came  to  be 
melted  clown  into  truth,  amounted  to  about  fif- 
teen country  juftices,  moft  of  them  of  the  lowed 
O  3 


(       162      ) 

fize,  for  eftate,  quality,  or  underftanding.  How- 
ever, this  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  paflage  told  me 
by  a  great  man,  although  I  know  not  whether 
it  be  any  where  recorded :  That  a  complaint  was 
made  to  the  King  and  Council  of  Sweden,  of  a 
prodigious  fwarm  of  Scots,  who,  under  the 
condition  of  Pedlars,  infefted  that  kingdom  to 
fuch  a  degree,  as,  if  not  fuddenly  prevented, 
might  in  time  prove  dangerous  to  the  ftate,  by 
joining  with  any  difcontented  party  :  Mean-while 
the  Scots,  by  their  agents,  placed  a  good  fum  of 
money  to  engage  the  offices  of  the  prime  mi- 
nifter  in  their  behalf ;  who,  in  order  to  their  de- 
fence, told  the  Council,  he  was  allured  they  were 
but  a  few  inconfiderable  people,  that  lived  honeft- 
ly  and  poorly,  and  were  not  of  any  confequence. 
Their  enemies  offered  to  prove  the  contrary : 
Whereupon  an  order  was  made  to  take  their 
numbers,  which  was  found  to  amount,  as  I  re- 
member, to  about  thirty  thoufand.  The  affair 
was  again  brought  before  the  Council,  and  great 
reproaches  made  the  firft  minifter,  for  his  ill 
computation  ;  who,  prefently  taking  the  other 
handle,  faid,  he  had  reafon  to  believe  the  num- 
ber yet  greater  than  what  was  returned ;  and  then 
gravely  offered  to  the  King's  consideration,  whe- 
ther it  were  fafe  to  render  defperate  fo  great  a 
body  of  able  men,  who  had  little  to  lofe,  and 
whom  any  hard  treatment  would  only  ferve  to 
unite  into  a  power  capable  of  difturbing,  if  not 
deftroying,  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  And  fo 
they  were  fuffcred  to  continue. 

SOME 
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THOUGHTS 

CONCERNING 

THE  REPEAL   OF  THE  TEST. 


THOSE  of  either  fide  who  have  written 
upon  this  fubjeft  of  the  Teft,  in  making 
or  anfwering  objections,  feem  to  fail,  by  not 
preffing  fufficiently  the  chief  point  upon  which 
the  controverfy  turns.  The  arguments  ufed  by 
thofe  who  write  for  the  church,  are  very  good 
in  their  kind  ;  but  will  have  little  force  under  the 
prefent  corruptions  of  mankind,  becaufe  the 
authors  treat  this  fubjeft  tanqnam  in  republica 
Platcnis,  et  non  in  face  Romidi. 

It  muft  be  confefled,  that,  confidering  how 
few  employments  of  any  confequence  fall  to  the 
fhare  of  thofe  Englifh  who  are  born  in  this  king- 
dom, and  thofe  few  very  dearly  purchafed,  at 
the  expence  of  confcience,  liberty,  and  all  re- 
gard for  the  public  good,  they  are  not  worth 
contending  for  :  And,  if  nothing  but  profit  were 
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in  the  cafe,  it  would  hardly  coft  me  one  figh, 
when  I  fhould  fee  thofe  few  fcraps  thrown  a- 
mong  every  fpecies  of  Fanatics,  to  fcuffle  for 
among  themfelves. 

And  this  will  infallibly  be  the  cafe  after  re- 
pealing the  Teft :  For  every  fubdivifion  of  feft 
will,  with  equal  juftice,  pretend  to  have  a  fhare  ; 
and,  as  it  is  ulual  with  fharers,  will  never  think 
they  have  enough,  while  any  pretender  is  left 
unprovided.  I  {hall  not  except  the  Quakers  ; 
becaufe,  when  the  paflage  is  once  let  open  for 
all  fefts  to  partake  in  public  emoluments,  it  is 
very  probable  the  lawfulnefs  of  taking  oaths, 
and  wearing  carnal  weapons,  may  be  revealed  to 
the  brotherhood  ;  which  thought,  I  confefs,  was 
firft  put  into  my  head  by  one  of  the  fhrewdeft 
Quakers  in  this  kingdom  *. 

MAXIMS 


*  Undoubtedly  the  Quaker  hinted  at  by  Dr  Swift,  was  the 
late  Mr  Rooke;  a  man  who  had  a  very  good  tafte  for  wit,  had 
read  abundance  of  hiftory,  and  was  perhaps  the  moft  learned 
Quaker,  one  of  them,  in  the  world.  To  the  beft  of  roy  recol- 
lection, he  was  the  author  of  a  good  humorous  paftonl  in  th* 
Quaker-ftyle. 


MAXIMS  controlled  in  IRELAND. 


The  Truth  of  fane  Alaxints  in  State  and  Govern*, 
menty  examined  -with  reference  to  Ireland* 


THERE  are  certain  Maxims  of  State,  found- 
ed upon  long  obfervation  and  experience, 
drawn  from  the  conftant  practice  of  the  wifeft 
nations,  and  from  the  very  principles  of  govern- 
ment, nor  ever  controlled  by  any  writer  upon 
politics.  Yet  all  thefe  maxims  do  necefiarily 
prefuppofe  a  kingdom,  or  commonwealth,  to 
have  the  fame  natural  rights  common  to  the  reft 
of  mankind  who  have  entered  into  civil  fociety. 
For,  if  we  could  conceive  a  nation  where  each 
of  the  inhabitants  had  but  one  eye,  one  leg,  and 
one  hand,  it  is  plain,  that  before  you  could  in- 
ftitute  them  into  a  republic,  an  allowance  muft 
be  made  for  thofe  material  defects,  wherein  they 
differed  from  other  mortals.  Ur,  imagine  a 
legislator  forming  a  fyftem  for  the  government 
of  Bedlam,  and,  proceeding  upon  the  maxim 
that  man  is  a  fociable  animal,  ihould  draw  them 
out  of  their  cells,  and  form  them  into  corpora- 
tions or  general  aflemblies  ;  the  confequence 
might  probably  be,  that  they  would  fall  foul  on 
each  other,  or  burn  the  houfe  over  their  own 
heads. 

Of 


Of  the  like  nature  are  innumerable  ^errors, 
committed  by  crude  and  fhort  thinkers,  who 
reafon  upon  general  topics,  without  the  leaft 
allowance  for  the  moft  important  circumftances, 
which  quite  alter  the  nature  of  the  cafe. 

This  hath  been  the  fate  of  thofe  fmall  dealers, 
who  are  every  day  publifhing  their  thoughts,  ei- 
ther on  paper,  or  in  their  uflemblies,  for  improv- 
ing the  trade  of  Ireland,  and  referring  us  to  the 
practice  and  example  of  England,  Holland, 
France,  or  other  nations. 

I  fhall  therefore  examine  certain  maxims  of 
government,  which  generally  pafs  for  uncontrol- 
led in  the  world,  and  confider  how  far  they  will 
fuit  with  the  prefent  condition  of  this  kingdom. 

Firft,  It  is  affirmed  by  wife  men,  that  the 
dearnefs  of  things  necefTary  for  life  in  a  fruitful 
country,  is  a  certain  fign  of  wealth  and  great 
commerce :  For,  when  fuch  necefiaries  are  dear, 
it  muft  abfolutely  follow,  that  money  is  cheap  and 
plentiful. 

But  tills  is  manifeftly  falfe  in  Ireland,  for  the 
following  reafon  :  Some  years  ago,  the  Ipecies 
of  money  here  did  probably  amount  to  fix  or 
feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  1  have 
good  caufe  to  believe,  that  our  remittances  then 
did  not  much  exceed  the  ca(h  brought  in  to  us. 
But  the  prodigious  difcouragements  we  have  fince 
received  in  every  branch  of  our  trade,  by  the 
frequent  enforcements,  and  rigorous  execution 
of  the  navigation-ait,  the  tyranny  of  under  cu» 
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rtom-houfe  officers,  the  yearly  addition  of  afo- 
fentees,  the  payments  to  regiments  abroad,  to 
civil  and  military  officers  redding  in  England,  the 
unexpected  fudden  demands  of  great  fums  from 
the  Treafury,  and  fome  other  drains  of  perhaps 
as  great  confequence,  we  now  fee  ourlelves  re- 
duced to  a  ftate  (lince  we  have  no  friends)  of  be- 
ing pitied  by  our  enemies,  at  leaft,  if  our  ene- 
mies were  of  fuch  a  kind  as  to  be  capable  of  any 
regards  towards  us,  except  of  hatred  and  con- 
tempt. 

Forty  years  are  now  pafled  fince  the  Revolu- 
tion, when  the  contention  of  the  Britiih  empire 
was,  moft  unfortunately  for  us,  and  altogether 
againft  the  ufual  courfe  of  fuch  mighty  changes 
in  government,  decided  in  the  leaft  important 
nation  ;  but  with  fuch  ravages  and  ruin  executed 
on  both  fides,  as  to  leave  the  kingdom  a  delatf, 
which,  in  fome  fort,  it  ftill  continues.  Neither 
did  the  long  rebellions  in  1641,  make  half  fuch  a 
deftruction  of  houfes,  plantations,  and  perfunal 
wealth,  in  both  kingdoms,  as  two  years  cam- 
paigns did  in  our's,  by  fighting  England's  battles. 
By  flow  degrees,  and  by  the  gentle  treatment 
we  received  under  two  aufpicious  reigns,  we 
grew  able  to  live  without  running  in  debt.  Our 
abfentees  were  but  few,  we  had  great  indulgence 
in  trade,  a  considerable  (hare  in  employments  of 
church  and  ftate  ;  and,  while  the  fhort  leafes 
continued,  which  were  left  fome  years  after  the 
war  ended,  tenants  paid  their  rents  with  eafe  and 
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rfiearfulnefs,  to  the  great  regret  of  their  land- 
lords, who  had  taken  up  a  fpirit  of  oppreffion 
that  is  not  eafily  removed.  And  although,  in 
thefe  fhort  leafes,  the  rent  was  gradually  to  en- 
creafe  after  fhort  periods  ;  yet  as  foon  as  the 
term  elapfed,  the  land  was  let  to  the  higheft 
bidder,  moft  commonly  without  the  leaft  effec- 
tual claufe  for  building  or  planting.  Yet,  by  ma- 
ny advantages,  which  this  ifland  then  poflefied, 
and  hath  iince  utterly  loft,  the  rents  of  lands 
ftill  grew  higher  upon  every  leafe  that  expired, 
till  they  have  arrived  at  the  prefent  exorbitance  j 
when  the  frog,  overfwelling  himfelf,  burft  at 
laft. 

With  the  price  of  land,  of  neceffity  rofe  that 
of  corn  and  cattle,  and  all  other  commodities  that 
farmers  deal  in  :  Hence  likewife,  obvioufly,  the 
rates  of  all  goods  and  manufactures  among  {hop- 
keepers,  the  wages  of  fervants,  and  hire  of  la- 
bourers. But,  although  our  miferies  came  on 
faft,  with  neither  trade  nor  money  left,  yet  nei- 
ther will  the  landlord  abate  in  his  rent,  nor  can 
the  tenant  abate  in  the  price  of  what  that  rent 
muft  be  paid  with,  nor  any  fhop-keeper,  tradef- 
man  or  labourer  live,  at  lower  expence,  for 
food  and  cloathing,  than  he  did  before. 

I  have  been  the  larger  upon  this  firft  head,  be- 
caufe  the  fame  obfervations  will  clear  up  and 
ftrengthen  a  good  deal  of  what  I  (hall  affirm  up- 
on the  reft. 

The  fecond  maxim  of  thofe  who  reafon  upon 

trade  and  government,  is  to  aflert,  That  low  in- 

i  tereft 


tcreft  is  a  certain  fign  of  great  plenty  of  money 
in*a  nation,  for  which,  as  in  many  other  articles, 
they  produce  the  examples  of  Holland  and  Eng- 
land. But,  with  relation  to  Ireland,  this  maxim 
is  likewife  entirely  falfe. 

There  are  two  reafons  for  the  lownefs  of  in- 
tereft  in  any  country.-  Firft,  that  which  is  ufu- 
ally  alledged,  the  great  plenty  of  fpecies :  and 
this  is  obvious.  The  fecond  is  the  want  of  trade, 
which  feldom  falls  under  common  obfervation, 
although  it  be  equally  true.  For,  where  trade 
is  altogether  difcouraged,  there  are  few  borrow- 
ers. In  thofe  countries  where  men  can  employ 
a  large  flock,  the  young  merchant,  whofe  for- 
tune may  be  four  or  five  hundred  pounds,  will 
venture  to  borrow  as  much  more,  and  can  af- 
ford a  reafonable  intereft.  Neither  is  it  eafy  at 
this  day  to  find  many  of  thofe,  whole  bufinefs 
reaches  to  employ  even  fo  inconfiderable  a  fum, 
except  among  the  importers  of  wine,  who,  as 
they  have  mod  part  of  their  prefent  trade  in  thefe 
parts  of  Ireland  in  their  hands,  fo  they  are  the 
moft  exorbitant,  exacting,  fraudulent  dealers, 
•that  ever  trafficked  in  any  nation,  and  are  mak- 
ing all  poffible  fpeed  to  ruin  both  themfelves  and 
the  nation. 

From  this  defect  of  gentlemen's  not  knowing 
how  to  difpofe  of  their  ready  money,  arifeth  the 
high  purchafe  of  lands,  which  in  all  other  coun- 
tries is  reckoned  a  fign  of  wealth.  For,  the 
frugal  fquires,  who  live  below  their  incomes, 
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have  no  other  way  to  difpofe  of  their  favings  but 
by  mortgage  or  purchafe,  by  which  the  rares  of 
land  muft  naturally  enereafe  ;  and,  if  this  trade 
«ontinues  long  under  the  uncertainty  of  rents, 
the  landed  men  of  ready  money  will  find  it  more 
for  their  advantage  to  fend  their  cafh  to  Eng- 
land, and  place  it  in  the  funds  ;  which  I  myfelf 
;im  determined  to  do,  the  firft  confiderable  furti 
I  fhall  be  mafter  of. 

It  hath  lilcewife  been  a  maxim  among  politi- 
cians, that  the  great  increafe  of  buildings  in  the 
metropolis  argues  a  flouriming  ftate.  But  this, 
I  confels,  hath  been  controlled  from  the  exam- 
ple of  London  ;  where,  by  the  long  and  annual 
parliamentary  feffions,  fuch  a  number  of  fena- 
tors,  with  their  families,  friends,  adherents,  and 
expectants,  draw  fuch  prodigious  numbers  to 
that  city,  that  the  old  hofpitable  cuftom  of  lords 
and  gentlemen  living  in  their  antient  feats,  among 
their  tenants,  is  almofl  loft  in  England ;  is  laugh- 
ed out  of  doors  j  in  fo  much  that,  in  the  middle 
of  Summer,  a  legal  Hemfe  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons might  be  brought  in  a  few  hours  to  Lon- 
don, from  their  country  villas  within  twelve 
Tniles  round. 

The  cafe  in  Ireland  is  yet  fomewhat  worfe  * 
For  the  abfentees  of  great  cftates,  who,  if  they 
lived  at  home,  would  have  many  rich  retainers 
in  their  neighbourhoods,  having  learned  to  rack 
their  lands,  tind  fhorten  their  leafes,  as  much  as 
nny  reiiding  fquire ;  and  the  few  remaining  of 
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theft'  latter,  having  fome  vain  hope  of  employ- 
ments for  themieives  or  their  children,  and  dil- 
couraged  by  the  beggarlinefs  and  thievery  of 
their  own  miferable  farmers  and  cottagers,  or 
fedueed  by  the  vanity  of  their  wives,  on  pre- 
tence of  their  children's  education,  (whereof  the 
fruits  are  fo  apparent)  together  with  that  moft 
wonderful  and  yet  more  unaccountable  zeal  for 
3  feat  in  their  aflembly,  though  at  fome  years 
purchafe  of  their  whole  eftates.  Thefe,  and 
fome  other  motives  better  let  pafs,  have  drawn 
fuch  a  concourfe  to  this  beggarly  city,  that 
the  dealers  of  the  feveral  branches  of  building 
have  found  out  all  the  commodious  and  inviting 
places  fo,r  erecting  new  houfes,  while  fifteen 
hundred  of  the  old  ones,  which  is  a  feventh 
part  of  the  whole  city,  are  faid  to  be  left  unin- 
habited, and  falling  to  ruin.  Their  method  is  the 
fame  with  that  which  was  firft  introduced  by  Doer 
tor  Barebone  at  London,  who  died  a  bankrupt. 
The  mafon,  the  bricklayer,  the  carpenter,  the 
(later,  and  the  glazier,  take  a  lot  of  ground,  club 
to  build  one  or  more  houfes,  unite  their  credit, 
their  ftock,  and  their  money,  and,  when  their 
work  is  finifhed,  fell  it  to  the  beft  advantage 
they  can.  But,  as  it  often  happens,  and  more 
every  day,  that  their  fund  will  not  anfwer  half 
their  defign,  they  are  forced  to  underfell  it  at 
the  iirft  ftory,  and  are  all  reduced  to  beggary  : 
In  fo  much  that  I  knew  a  certain  fanatic  brewer  *, 
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who  is  reported  to  have  fome  hundreds  of  hou- 
fes  in  this  town,  is  faid  to  have  purchafed  the 
greater  part  of  them  at  half  value  from  ruined 
undertakers,  hath  intelligence  of  all  new  houfes 
where  the  finifhing  is  at  a  ftand,  takes  advantage 
of  the  builder's  diftrefs,  and,  by  the  advantage 
of  ready  money,  gets  fifty  per  cent,  at  leaft  for 
his  bargain. 

It  is  another  undifputed  maxim  in  government, 
that  people  are  the  riches  of  a  nation  ;  which  is 
fo  univerfally  granted,  that  it  will  be  hardly  par- 
donable to  bring  it  in  doubt.  And  I  will  grant 
it  to  be  fo  far  true,  even  in  this  ifland,  that,  if 
we  had  the  African  cuftom  or  privilege,  of  felling 
our  ufelefs  bodies  for  flaves  to  foreigners,  it  would 
be  the  mod  ufeful  branch  of  our  trade,  by  rid- 
ding us  of  a  moft  unfupportable  burthen,  and 
bringing  us  money  in  the  ftead.  But,  in  our 
prefent  fituation,  at  leaft  five  children  in  fix  who 
#re  born,  lie  a  dead  weight  upon  us  for  want  of 
employment.  And  a  very  Ikilful  computer  af- 
fured  me,  that  above  one-half  of  the  fouls  in 
this  kingdom  fupported  themfelves  by  begging 
and  thievery,  whereof  two-thirds  would  be  able 
to  get  their  bread  in  any  other  country  upon 
earth.  Trade  is  the  only  incitement  to  labour  : 
"Where  that  fails,  the  poorer  native  muft  either 
beg,  fteal,  or  ftarve,  or  be  forced  to  quit  his 
country.  This  hath  made  me  often  wifh,  for 
fome  years  paft,  that,  inftead  of  difcouraging 
our  people  from  feeking  foreign  foil,  that  the 
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public  would  rather  pay  for  tranfporting  all  our 
unnecefTary  mortals,  whether  Papifts  or  Prote- 
ftants,  to  America,  as  draw-backs  are  fometlmes 
allowed  for  exporting  commodities  where  a  na- 
tion is  overftocked.  I  confefs  rnyfelf  to  be  touch- 
ed with  a  very  fenfible  pleafure,  when  I  hear  of 
a  mortality  in  any  country- parilh  or  village, 
where  the  wretches  are  forced  to  pay  for  a  filthy 
cabin  and  two  ridges  of  potatoes  treble  the  worth, 
brought  up  to  fteal  or  beg  for  want  of  work,  to 
whom  death  would  be  the  beft  thing  to  be  wifhed 
for,  on  account  both  of  themftlves  and  the  pu- 
blic. 

Among  all  taxes  impofcd  by  the  legiflature, 
thofe  upon  luxury  are  univerfally  allowed  to  be 
the  moft  equitable  and  beneficial  to  the  fubject ; 
and  the  commoneft  reafoner  on  government, 
might  fill  a  volume  with  arguments  on  the  fub~ 
jeft.  Yet  here  again,  by  the  fingular  fate  of 
Ireland,  this  maxim  is  utterly  falfe ;  and  the  put- 
ting it  in  practice  may  have  fuch  a  pernicious 
confequence,  as  I  certainly  believe  the  thoughts 
of  the  propofers  were  not  able  to  reach. 

The  miferies  we  fuffer  by  our  abfentees,  are  of 
a  far  more  extenfive  nature  than  feems  to  be 
commonly  underftood.  I  muft  vindicate  myfelf 
to  the  reader  fo  far,  as  to  declare  folemnly,  that 
what  I  fliall  fay  of  thofe  lords  and  fquires,  doth 
rot  arife  from  the  Icaft  regard  I  have  for  their 
underftandings,  their  virtues,  or  their  perfons. 
For,  although  1  have  not  the  honour  of  the  leaft 
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acquaintance  with  any  one  among  them,  (my 
ambition  not  fearing  fo  high),  yet  I  am  too  good 
a  witnefs  of  the  fituation  they  have  been  in  for 
thirty  years  paft,  the  veneration  paid  them  by 
the  people,  the  high  efteem  they  are  in  among 
the  prime  nobility  and  gentry,  the  particular 
marks  of  favour  and  diftinction  they  receive  from 
the  court,  the  weight  and  confequence  of  their 
intereft,  added  to  their  great  zeal  and  application 
for  preventing  any  hardships  their  country  might 
fuffer  from  England,  wifely  confidering  that  their 
own  fortunes  and  honours  were  embarked  in  the 
fame  bottom. 
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SENT    TO 
DOCTOR      SWIFT, 

B       Y 

A     (QUAKER, 

When  THREE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  were  bid 
for  taking  up  the  DRAPIER. 

i  SAM.  Chap.  xiv.  ver.  45. 


"  A  ND  the  pe°ple  faid  unto  Saul»  Sha11 

"  .XlL  Jonathan  die,  who  hath  wrought  this 
"  great  ialvation  in  Ifrael  ?  God  forbid  :  As  the 
"  LORD  liveth,  there  ihall  not  one  hair  of  his 
"  head  fall  to  the  ground  ;  for  he  wrought  with 
"  GOD  this  day.  So  the  people  refcued  Jona* 
"  than,  that  he  died  not." 
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SIR  JOHN  BROWNE  to  DOCTOR  SWIFT. 


REV.  SIR,  Dawfon-Srett,  April 4.  1728. 

BY  a  ftrange  fatality,  though  you  were  the 
only  perfon  in  the  world  from  whom  I 
would  conceal  my  being  an  author,  yet  you  were 
unaccountably  the  only  one  let  into  the  fecret  of 
it :  The  ignorant  poor  man,  who  was  entrufted 
by  me  to  deliver  out  the  little  books,  though, 
he  kept  the  fecret  from  all  others,  yet,  from  the 
nature  of  the  fubjccl:,  he  concluded,  that  I  could 
have  no  intercft  in  concealing  it  from  you,  who 
were  fo  univerfally  known  to  be  an  indefatigable 
promoter  of  the  general  welfare  of  Ireland.  But, 
though  the  accident  gave  me  fome  uneafinefs  at 
firft  ;  yet,  when  I  confider  your  character,  I  can- 
not doubt  (however  {lender  the  foundation  of 
fuch  a  hope  may  be  from  any  merits  of  my  own) 
but  your  generofity  will  oblige  you  to  conceal 
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what  chance  has  revealed  to  you,  and  Incline  you 
to  judge  of  me,  not  from  the  report  of  my  ene- 
mies, but  from  what  I  appear  in  the  little  tracts 
which  have  waited  on  you. 

I  fhall  not  prefume,  Sir,  to  detain  you  with 
the  narrative  of  the  original,  and  progrefs  of  the 
parliamentary  accufations  and  votes  againft  me  j 
although,  would  you  do  me  the  honour  to  en- 
quire, I  could  eafily  convince  you  from  my  own 
particular  cafe,  that -men  have  two  characters, 
one  which  is  either  good  or  bad,  according  to 
the  prevailing  number  of  their  friends  or  enemies, 
and  one  which  never  varies  for  either :  One 
which  has  little  or  no  regard  to  the  virtue'  or 
vice  of  the  fubject,  and  one  which  regards 
that  alone,  is  inherent  (if  I  may  fay  fo)  in  the 
fubjedl:,  and  defcribes  it  what  it  really  is,  without 
regard  either  to  friends  or  enemies. 

All  I  (hall  beg  of  you,  is  to  fufpend  your 
judgment  upon  it,  fince  all  parties  allow,  that 
although  I  had  feveral  fummons  from  the  com- 
mittee for  Monday,  and  many  evidences  on  the 
road  in  obedience  to  their  fummons,  yet  I  was 
tied  down  by  the  committee  the  preceding  Sa- 
turday, and  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  all  my 
evidences,  notwithftanding  any  thing  I  could 
urge  to  the  contrary.  This  I  hope  I  may  fay 
without  injury  to  Mr  Bingham :  For  fare  he  may 
be  entirely  innocent,  and  yet  a  magiftrate  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  Lord  Chief- Juftice, 
who  takes  examinations  againft  him  :  Examina- 
tions 


tions  that  do  not  even  contain  matter  to  form  an 
indictment  upon,  may  ba  innocent  alfo. 

It  ihall  fuffice  therefore  to  fry,  I  went  from 
Ireland  loaded  with  the  fevereft  eenfures  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  •,  injured,  as  I  thought,  and 
oppreffed  to  the  greateft  degree  imaginable,  rob- 
bed of  that  character  which  was  dearer  to  me 
than  life  itfelf ;  and  all  that  by  an  overbearing, 
overpowering  intereft. 

I  fought,  in  England,  for  that  peace  and  pro* 
te&ion  which  was  denied  me  at  home  :  My  public 
character  followed  me  :  My  countrymen  avoided 
ma.  The  nature  of  man  is  ibciable  :  I  was  for* 
ccd  to  herd  with  ftrangers.  A  Prime  Minifter, 
engaged  in  the  fuccefs  of  a  fcheme,  wants  no 
cmuTaries  to  fpy  out  all  that  makes  for  him, 
and  to  fly  with  what  they  have  found  to  their 
employer.  I  was  unfortunately  fet  by  thofe  fort 
of  creatures  :  My  fentiments  on  the  ftate  of  our 
money-matters  were  induftrioufly  fifted  through 
me  ;  a*d  when  that  was  done,  before  I  knew 
any  thing  of  the  matter,  I  was  ferved  with  his 
Majefty's  fummons.  In  a  hurry  I  ran  out  of 
town,  and  ftaid  in  the  country  a  while  :  But, 
on  my  return  again,  found  another  fummons 
at  my  lodgings;  and,  terrified  by  the  difmal 
effects  of  power  at  home,  from  vifking  a  fecond 
ihipwreck  abroad,  I  yielded  to  it,  and  appeared 
at  the  Cock-pit. 

It  is  true  my  appearance  at  the  Cock-pit,  to 
thofc  who  knew  me  only  by  the  votes  of  the 
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Houfe  of  Commons,  muft  have  looked  like  * 
deligo  of  revenge  ;  and  I  had  many  and  power- 
ful enemies,  who  gave  all  my  actions  the  worft 
colour.  But,  to  take  the  matter  impartially, 
Sir,  is  there  no  allowance  to  be  made  for  a  mind 
already  broken  by  the  diuml  effects  of  prevailing 
power,  and  filled  with  the  appreheniions  of 
fecond  dangers  ?  Is  there  no  allowance  for  a  man 
young  in  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  under  all 
thefe  fears  and  misfortunes,  if  he  has  yielded  to 
the  repeated  fummons  of  the  council  of  England, 
in  which  his  Majefty  was  prefent  ;  and  if  he  was 
there,  after  a  long  and  ftrenuous  opposition, 
forced  to  tell  his  ientiments  ?  Forced,  Sir,  to 
tell  his  fentiments,  not  in  the  manner  represented 
to  the  world,  but  in  a  manner  the  moll  cautious 
of  giving  room  for  a  pretence  to  oppofe  the  in- 
clinations of  our  parliament. 

But,  alas,  the  confequence  !  You,  Sir,  the 
defender  of  Ireland,  were  foon  engaged  againft 
me  on  that  account :  And  that  fatal  genius  of 
your's,  in  an  inftant,  ruined  my  character  ;  but, 
even  ruin-bearing  as  it  was,  I  WeiTed  it.  The 
caufe  which  you  undertook  was  dear  to  me ;  and 
though  fame  is  the  laft  thing  which  one  would 
lacrifice  even  for  his  country,  yet  I  parted  with 
that  pleafure,  whilft  you  thought  it  neceiTary  for 
the  public  good  fo  to  do  :  But,  now  the  end  is 
ierved,  Dear  Sir,  may  not  the  man  have  his 
mare  again  ? 

Plato  being  told  that  certain  perfons  afperfed 
tis  character,  and  represented  him  abroad  as  a 
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very  ill  man ;  inftead  of  expoftulating  with  his 
enemies,  and  returning  reproach  for  reproach, 
concealed  himfelf,  faying,  No  matter^  my  friends ', 
the  whole  life  of 'Plato Jhall give  his  accufers  the  lie. 

Could  1  fet  before  me  a  greater  example  ? 
Under  the  general  difpleafure  of  my  country, 
under  all  the  cerrfures  which  thie  reftlefs  malice 
of  my  enemies  could  devife,  and  under  the  keen 
edge  of  the  Drapier's  wit ;  the  only  revenge  I 
indulged  myfelf  in,  was,  by  a  fteady  love  for  my 
country,  and  by  manifeft  acts  of  affection  thereto, 
to  be  a  filent  reproach  to  the  foul  tongues  of  my 
enemies. 

Permit  then,  Sir,  permit  me  in  peace  to  take 
his  great  example  ;  and  no  longer  giveaway  to  the 
power  of  my  enemies,  by  continuing  to  opprefs 
me.  They  have  already  gained  their  caufe  by 
you  :  But  I  muft  fay,  it  was  not  the  fword  of 
Ajax,  but  the  armour  of  Achilles,  which  he  put 
on,  that  won  the  day. 

The  caufe  for  which  you  undertook  my  ruin, 
was  the  caufe  of  my  country  :  It  was  a  good 
caufe,  and  you  fhall  ever  find  me  of  that  fide. 
You :  have  carried  it,  and  I  know  you  will  no 
longer  be  my  enemy.  But  alas  !  Sir,  as  long  as 
your  works  fubfift,  where-ever  they  be  read, 
even  unto  the  end  of  time,  muft  I  be  branded 
as  a  villain.  It  is  a  hard  fentence ;  and  yet,  un- 
lefs  the  fpear  of  Achilles,  the  fame  inftrument 
which  gave  the  wound,  adminifter  the  remedy, 
it  muft  be  fo. 

j  In 


In  fhort,  Sir,  you  muft  be  a  man  of  honour  : 
It  is  not  poffible  that  honour  fliould  be  wanting 
where  all  the  diitinguirtied  characterises  of  it 
are  found  :  I  cannot  doubt  it ;  and  therefore 
I  will  let  you  fully  into  a  fecret  which  accident 
has  given  you  a  part  of,  and  I  am  fure  yo'a  will 
keep  it. 

The  fource  of  all  my  misfortunes,  was  the 
vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  But  I  have 
laboured,  however,  as  I  always  fliall,  to  ferve 
my  country,  and  make  myfelf  agreeable  to  them  : 
And  though  the  misfortune  of  a  bad  public  cha- 
racter deprived  me  of  the  private  converfation  of 
my  countrymen,  which  is  the  fureft  and  be  ft 
way  to  know  our  true  intereft,  yet  I  flutter  my- 
felf, that  my  little  ElTays  may  be  ufeful  ;  at  lead 
they  may  be  no  bad  beginning,  and  you  know  it 
is  cafy  to  add  to  a  work  once  begun.  But  if  the 
work  is  known  to  be  mine,  the  very  name  will 
condemn  it,  and  render  it  ufelefs  to  my  country. 

Whatever  the  faults  may  be,  I  have  publicly 
applied  to  you  to  amend  them,  before  the  bear- 
er's miftake  made  me  determine  this  private  aps- 
plication  to  you  :  And  I  muft  fay,  that  I  fhall 
reckon  it  no  fmall  degree  of  honour,  if  you  take 
that  trouble  upon  you. 

In  the  mean-time,  I  fhall  beg  the  favour  of  you, 
to  keep  a  fecret,  which  no  other  pcrfon  but  my 
printer,  my  bookfeller,  and  the  bearer,  knows. 

I  am,  R.ev,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
JOHN  BROWNE. 

VOL.  XI.  A 
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Mr   M'CULLA'S   Projea  about  HALF- 
PENCE,  and  a  new  one  propofed. 


Written 


1729. 


Y 


SIR, 

OU  defire  to  know  my  opinion  concerning 


Mr  M'Culla's  project,  of  circulating  notes 
ftamped  on  copper,  that  fliall  pafs  for  the  value 
of  Halfpence  and  Pence.  1  have  fome  know- 
ledge of  the  man  j  and,  about  a  month  ago,  he 
brought  me  his  book,  with  a  couple  of  his  half- 
penny notes  :  But  I  was  then  out  of  order,  and 
he  could  not  be  admitted.  Since  that  time  I 
called  at  his  houfe,  where  1  difcourfed  the  whole 
affair  with  him  as  thoroughly  as  I  could.  I  am 
altogether  a  ftranger  to  his  character.  He  talked 
to  me  in  the  ufual  ftyle,  with  a  great  profeffion 
of  zeal  for  the  public  good ;  which  is  the  com- 
mon cant  of  all  projectors  in  their  bills,  from  a 
firft  minifter  of  (late,  down  to  a  corn-cutter.  But 
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1  flopped  him  fhorr,  as  I  would  have  done  a 
better  man :  Becaufe  it  is  too  grofs  a  practice  to 
pafs  at  any  time,  and  efpccially  in  this  age,  where 
we  all  know  one  another  fo  well.  Yet,  whoever 
propofeth  any  fcheme,  which  may  prove  to  be  a 
public  benefit,  I  fhall  not  quarrel,  if  it  prove 
likewife  very  beneficial  to  himfelf.  It  is  certain, 
that,  next  to  the  want  of  filver,  our  greateft 
diftrefs  in  point  of  coin,  is  the  want  of  fmall 
change,  which  may  be  fome  poor  relief  for  the 
defect  of  the  former  •,  fince  the  Crown  will  not 
pleafe  to  take  that  work  upon  them  here,  as  they 
do  in  England.  One  thing  in  Mr  M'Culla's 
book  is  certainly  right,  that  no  law  hinders  me 
from  giving  a  payable  note  upon  leather,  wood, 
copper,  brafs,  iron,  or  any  other  material  (ex- 
cept gold  and  filver)  as  well  as  upon  piper. 
The  queftion  is,  Whether  I  can  fue  him  on  a 
copper  bond,  where  there  is  neither  hand  or  foal, 
nor  witnefs  to  prove  it  ?  To  fupply  this,  he  hatlx 
propofed,  that  the  materials  upon  which  his  note 
is  written,  fhuU  be  in  fome  degree  of  value  equal 
to  the  debt.  But  that  is  one  principal  matter  to 
be  enquired  into.  Hi?»/cheme  is  this: 

He  gives  you  a  piece  or'copper  for  a  halfpenny 
or  penny,  ftampt  with  a  promii!bry  note  to  pay 
you  twenty-pence  for  every  pound  of  copper 
notes,  whenever  you  fhall  return  them.  Eight 
and  forty  of  thefe  halfpenny  pieces  are  to  weigh. 
a  pound  ;  and  he  fells  you  that  pound,  coined 
and  ftamped,  for  two  Shillings :  By  which  he 
Q_2  clearly 
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clearly  gains  a  little  more  than  16  per  cent,  that 
is  to  fay,  two-pence  in  every  {hilling. 

This  will  certainly  a  rife  to  a  great  fum,  if  he 
Should  circulate  as  large  a  quantity  of  his  notes 
as  the  kingdom,  under  the  great  dearth  of  filver, 
may  very  probably  require  :  Enough  indeed  to 
make  any  Irim  tradefman's  fortune  ;  which, 
however,  I  fhould  not  repine  at  in  the  leaft,  if 
we  could  be  fure  of  his  fair  dealing.  It  was  ob- 
\icus  for  me  to  raife  the  common  objection, 
why  Mr  M'CulIa  would  not  give  fecurity  to  pay 
the  whole  fum  to  any  man  who  returned  him 
his  copper  notes,  as  my  Lord  Dartmouth  and 
Colonel  Moor  were  by  their  patents  obliged  to 
do-  To  which  he  gave  me  fome  anfwers  plau- 
fible  enough.  Firft,  he  conceived  that  his  coins 
were  much  nearer  to  the  intrinfic  value  than  any 
of  thofe  coined  by  patents>  the  bulk  and  good- 
nefs  of  the  metal  equalling  the  beft  Englilh  half- 
pence made  by  the  Crown  :  That  he  apprehended 
the  ill-will  of  envious  and  defigning  people,  who, 
if  they  found  him  to  have  a  great  vent  for  his 
notes,  (ince  he  wanted  the  protedYion  of  a  patent, 
might  make  a  run  upon  him  which  he  could  not 
be  able  to  fupport  :  AntfJ  laftly,  that  his  copper, 
as  is  already  faid,  being  equal  in  value  and  bulk 
to  the  Englifli  halfpence,  he  did  not  apprehend 
they  fliould  ever  be  returned,  unlefs  a  combina- 
tion, proceeding  from  fpite  and  envy,  might  be 
formed  againft  him. 

But  there  are  fome  points  in  this  propofal  which 
I  cannot  well  anfwer  for,  nor  do  I  know  whether 
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be  will  be  able  to  do  it  himfelf.  The  firft  is, 
Whether  the  copper  he  gives  us  will  be  as  good 
as  what  the  Crown  provided  for  the  Englifh  half- 
pence and  farthings  ?  And,  fecondly,  Whether 
he  will  always  continue  to  give  us  as  good  ?  And, 
thirdly,  When  he  will  think  fit  to  flop  his  hand, 
and  give  us  no  more  ?  For  I  fhould  be  as  forry 
to  be  at  the  mercy  of  Mr  M'Culla,  as  of  Mr 
Wood. 

There  is  another  difficulty  of  the  lafl  import- 
ance. It  is  known  enough,  that  the  Crown  is 
fuppofcd  to  be  neither  gainer  nor  lofer  by  the 
coinage  of  any  metal :  For  they  fubtradt,  or  ought 
to  fubtraft,  no  more  from  the  intrinfic  value,  than 
what  willjult  pay  the  charges-  of  the  mint;  and 
how  much  that  will  amount  to,  is  the  queilion. 
By  what  I  could  gather  from  Mr  M'Culla,  good 
copper  is  worth  fourteen-pence  per  pound.  By 
this  computation,  if  he  fells  his  copper  notes  for 
two  {hillings  the  pound,  and  will  pay  twenty- 
pence  back,  then  the  expence  of  coinage  for  one 
pound  of  copper  muft  be  llxpence,  which  is  30 
per  cent.  The  world  fhould  be  particularly  fatif- 
fied  on  this  article,  before  he  vends  his  notes  : 
For  the  difcount  of  30  per  cent,  is  prodigious, 
r.nd  vaftly  more  than  I  can  conceive  it  ought  to 
be.  For,  if  we  add  to  that  proportion  the  16 
per  cent,  which  he  avows  to  keep  for  his  own 
profit,  there  will  be  a  difcount  of  about  46  ptr 
cent.  Or,  to  reckon  I  think  a  fairer  way ;  who- 
ever buys  a  pound  of  Mr  M'Culla's  coin,  at  two 
Q^3  ihillings 
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fliillings  pet-  pound,  carries  home  only  the  real 
value  of  fourteen-pence,  which  is  a  pound  of 
copper;  and  thus  he  is  a  lofer  of  41!.  133.  4d. 
per  cent.  But,  however,  this  high  difcount  of  30 
per  cent,  will  be  no  objection  against  Mr  M'Culla's 
propofal ;  becaufe,  if  the  charge  of  coinage  will 
hone/tly  amount  to  fo  much,  and  we  fuppofe  his 
copper  notes  may  be  returned  upon  him,  he  will 
be  the  greater  fufferer  of  the  two  ;  becaufe  the 
buyer  can  lofe  but  fourpence  in  a  pound,  and 
Mr  M'Culla  muft  lofe  fixpence,  which  was  the 
charge  of  the  coinage. 

Upon  the  whole,  there  rare  fome  points  which 
muft  be  faded  to  the  general  fatisfaction,  before 
we  can  fafely  take  Mr  M'Culia's  copper  notes 
for  value  received ;  and  how  lie  will  give  that 
fatisfacYion,  is  not  within  my  knowledge  or  con- 
jecture. The  firft  point  is,  That  we  fhall  be  al- 
ways fure  of  receiving  good  copper,  equal  in  bulk 
and  linenefs  to  the  beft  Englifh  halfpence. 

The  fecond  point  is,  To  know  what  allowance 
lie  makes  to  hirafelf,  either  out  of  the  weight  or 
mixture  of  his  copper,  or  both,  for  the  charge 
of  coinage.  As  to  the  weight,  the  matter  is 
eafy,  by  his  own  fcheme  ;  for,  as  I  have  faid  be- 
fore, he  propofes  forty-eight  to  weigh  a  pound, 
which  he  gives  you  for  two  (hillings,  and  receives 
it  by  the  pound  at  twenty-pence  :  So  that,  fup- 
pofing  pure  copper  to  be  fourteen-pence  a-pound, 
he  makes  you  pay  30  ptr  cent,  for  the  labour  of 
Coining,  as  I  have  already  obfervcd,  befides  16 
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per  cent,  when  he  fells  it.  But  if  to  this  he  adds 
any  alloy,  to  debafc  the  metal,  although  it  be  not 
above  10  per  cent,  then  Mr  M'Culla's  promiflbry 
notes  will,  to  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  metal,  be 
above  47  per  cent,  difcount. 

For,  fubtra/ting  10  per  cent,  off  6ol.  worth  of 
copper,  it  will  (to  avoid  fractions)  be  about  five 
and  a  half  per  cent,  in  the  whole  lool.  which 
added  to  41  13  4 
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will  be  per  cent.  47        34 

That  we  are  under  great  diftrefs  for  change, 
and  that  Mr  M'Culla's  copper  notes,  on  fuppo- 
iition  of  the  metal  being  pure,  is  lefs  liable  to 
objection  than  the  project  of  Wood,  may  be 
granted  ;  but  fuch  a  difcount,  where  we  are  not 
fure  even  of  our  twenty-pence  a-pound,  appears 
hitherto  a  dead  weight  on  his  fcheme. 

Since  I  writ  this,  calling  to  mind  that  I  had 
fome  copper  halfpence  by  me,  I  weighed  them 
with  thofe  of  Mr  M'Culla,  and  obferved  as  fol- 
lows : 

Firft,  I  weighed  Mr  M'Culla's  halfpenny  againft 
an  Englifli  one  of  K.  Charles  II.  which  outweigh- 
ed Mr  M'Culla's  a  fourth  part,  or  25  per  cent. 

I  likewife  weighed  an  Iri(h  Patrick  and  David 
halfpenny,  which  outweighed  Mr  M'Culla's  i  2r 
ptr  cent.  It  had  a  very  fair  and  deep  impreffion, 
and  milled  very  Ikillfully  round. 
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I  found,  that  even  a  common  hafp  halfpenny, 
well  preferved,  weighed  equal  to  Mr  M'Culla's. 
And  even  fome  of  Wood's  halfpence  were  near 
equal  in  weight  to  his.  Therefore,  if  it  be  true 
that  he  does  not  think  Wood's  copper  to  have 
been  faulty,  he  may  probably  give  us  no  better. 

I  have  laid  thefe  loofe  thoughts  together  with 
little  order,  to  give  you,  and  others  who  may 
read  them,  an  opportunity  of  digefting  them 
better.  I  am  no  enemy  to  Mr  M'Culla's  pro- 
ject, but  I  would  have  it  put  upon  a  better  foot. 
I  own  that  this  halfpenny  of  King  Charles  II. 
which  I  weighed  againft  Mr  M'Culla's,  was  of 
the  faired  kind  I  had  feen  :  However,  it  is 
plain  the  Crown  could  afford  it  without  being  a 
lofer.  But  it  is  probable,  that  the  officers  of  the 
mint  were  then  more  honeft  than  they  have 
fince  thought  fit  to  be ;  for  I  confefs  not  to  have 
met  thofe  of  any  other  year  fo  weighty,  or  in 
appearance  of  fo  good  metal,  among  all  the  cop- 
per coins  of  the  three  laft  reigns  :  Yet  thefe, 
however,  did  much  outweigh  thofe  of  Mr  Mac- 
Culla  ;  for  I  have  tried  the  experiment  on  an 
hundred  of  them.  I  have  indeed  fecn  accident- 
ally one  or  two  very  light  -,  but  it  muft  certainly 
have  been  done  by  chance,  or  rather  I  fuppofe 
them  to  be  counterfeits.  Be  that  as  it  will,  it  is 
allowed  on  all  hands,  that  good  copper  was  ne- 
ver known  to  be  cheaper  than  it  is  at  prefent. 
I  am  ignorant  of  the  price,  further  than  by  his 
informing  me,  that  it  is  only  fourteen-pence  a- 
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pound  ;  by  which  I  obferve  he  charges  the  coin- 
age at  30  per  cent. — and  therefore  I  cannot  but 
think  his  demands  arc  exorbitant.  But,  to  fay 
the  truth,  the  dearnefs  or  cheapnefs  of  the  me- 
tal do  not  properly  enter  into  the  queftion. 
What  we  deilre  is,  that  it  fliould  be  of  the  beft 
kind,  and  as  weighty  as  can  be  afforded  ;  that 
the  profit  of  the  contriver  fhould  be  reduced 
from  1 6  to  8  per  cent,  and  the  charge  of  coinage, 
if  poflible,  from  30  to  10,  or  15  at  moft. 

Mr  M'Culla  muft  alfo  give  good  fecurity,  that 
he  will  coin  only  a  determinate  fum,  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  thoufand  pounds  ;  by  which,  alrho' 
he  fliould  deal  with  all  uprightnefs  imaginable, 
and  make  his  coin  as  good  as  that  I  weighed  of 
King  Charles  II.  he  will,  at  i<5  per  cent,  gain  three 
thoufand  two  hundred  pounds  : — a  very  good 
additional  job  to  a  private  tradefman's  fortune. 

I  muft  advife  him  alfo,  to  employ  better  work- 
men, and  make  his  impreffions  deeper  and  plain- 
er, by  which  a  fifing  rim  may  be  left  about  the 
edge  of  his  coin,  to  preferve  the  letter  from 
wearing  out  too  foon.  He  hath  no  wardens  nor 
mafters,  or  other  officers  of  the  mint,  to  fuck  up 
his  profit ;  and,  therefore,  can  afford  to  coin 
cheaper  than  the  Crown,  if  he  will  but  find 
good  materials,  proper  implements,  and  fkilful 
workmen. 

Whether  this  project  will  fucceed  in  Mr  Mac- 
Culla's  hands,  (which,  if  it  be  honeftly  executed, 
I  fliould  be  glad  to  fee)  ;  one  thing  I  am  confident 
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of,  that  it  might  be  eafily  brought  to  perfection, 
by  a  fociety  of  nine  or  ten  honeft  gentlemen  of* 
fortune,  who  wifh  well  to  their  country,  and 
would  be  content  to  be  neither  gainers  nor  lofers, 
further  than  the  bare  intereft  of  their  money. 
And  Mr  M'Culla,  as  being  the  firft  ftart^r  of 
the  fcheme,  might  be  confidered  and  rewarded 
by  fuch  a  fociety  ;  whereof,  although  I  am  not 
a  man  of  fortune,  I  fhould  think  it  an  honour 
and  happinefs  to  be  one,  even  with  borrowed 
money  upon  the  beft  fecurity  I  could  give. 
And,  firft,  I  am  confident,  without  any  flcill, 
but  by  general  reafon,  that  the  charge  of  coin- 
ing copper  would  be  very  much  lefs  than  30  per 
cent.  Secondly,  I  believe  ten  thoufand  pounds 
in  halfpence  and  farthings,  would  be  fufficient 
for  the  whole  kingdom,  even  under  our  great 
and  moft  unneceffctry  dijlrefs  for  the  want  of  filver  ; 
aad  that,  without  fuch  a  diftrefs,  half  the  fum 
would  fuffice. 

For  I  compute,  and  reafon  thus  :  The  city  of 
Dublin,  by  a  grofs  computation,  contains  ten 
thoufand  families  ;  and,  I  am  told  by  fhop- 
keepers,  that  if  filver  were  as  plenty  as  ufual, 
two  Ihillings  in  copper  would  be  fufficient,  in 
the  courfe  of  bufinefs,  for  each  family  ;  but,  in 
confederation  of  the  wan<  of  filver,  I  would  al- 
low five  fhillings  to  each  family,  which  would 
amount  to  2,500!.  and  to  help  this,  I  would  re- 
commend a  currency  of  all  the  genuine  unde- 
faced  harp  halfpence,  which  are  left  of  Lord 
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Dartmouth's  and  Moor's  patents  under  King 
Charles  II. ;  and  the  fmall  Patrick  and  David  for 
farthings.  To  the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  I  would 
aflign  the  7,500!.  remaining  ;  reckoning  Du- 
blin to  an  Aver  one  fourth  of  the  kingdom,  as 
London  is  judged  to  anfwer  (if  I  miftake  not) 
one  third  of  England ;  I  mean  in  the  view  of 
money  only. 

To  compute  our  want  of  fmall  change  by  the 
number  of  fouls  in  the  kingdom,  belides  being 
perplexed,  is,  I  think,  by  no  means  juft.  They 
have  been  reckoned  at  a  million  and  a  half, 
whereof  a  million  at  leaft  are  beggars,  in  all  cir- 
cumftances  except  that  of  wandering  about  for 
alms ;  and  that  circumftance  may  arrive  foon 
enough,  when  it  will  be  time  to  add  another 
ten  thoufand  pounds  in  copper.  But,  without 
doubt,  the  families  of  Ireland,  who  lie  chiefly 
under  the  difficulties  of  wanting  fmall  change, 
cannot  be  above  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  ;  which 
the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  faireft  old  halfpence,  would  tole- 
rably fupply.  For,  if  we  give  too  great  a  loofe 
to  any  projector  to  pour  in  upon  us  what  he 
pleafes,  the  kingdom  will  be  (how  fhall  I  ex> 
prefs  it  under  our  prefent  circumftances  ?)  more 
than  undone. 

And  hence  appears,  in  a  very  ftrong  light, 
the  villany  of  Wood,  who  propofed  the  coinage 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  in 
-copper,  for  the  ufc  of  Ireland  ;  whereby  every 

family 
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family  in  the  kingdom  would  be  loaden  with  ten 
or  a  dozen  {hillings,  although  Wood  might  not 
tranfgrefs  the  bounds  of  his  patent, — and  altho' 
no  counterfeits,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  were 
added  to  the  number  ;  the  contrary  to  both 
which  would  indubitably  have  arrived.  So  ill- 
informed  are  great  men  on  the  other  fide,  who 
talk  of  a  million  with  as  little  ceremony  as  we 
do  of  half-a-crown. 

But,  to  return  to  the  propofal  I  have  made : 
Suppofe  ten  gentlemen,  lovers  of  their  country, 
ihould  raife  200!.  a-piece  ;  and,  from  the  time 
the  money  is  depofited  as  they  {hall  agree,  fliould 
begin  to  charge  it  with  feven  per  cent,  for  their 
own  ufe:  That  they  {hould  as  foon  as  pofiible 
provide  a  mint  and  good  workmen,  and  buy 
copper  fufficient  for  coining  two  thoufand  pounds, 
fubtrac~ling  a  fifth  part  of  the  intereft  of  ten 
thoufand  pounds  for  the  charges  of  the  tools, 
and  fitting  up  a  place  for  the  mint ;  the  other 
four  parts  of  the  fame  intereft  to  be  fubtradted 
equally  out  of  the  four  remaining  coinages  of 
2oool.  each,  with  a  juft  allowance  for  other  ne- 
cefiary  incidents.  Let  the  charge  of  coinage  be 
fairly  reckoned,  and  the  kingdom  informed  of 
it,  as  well  as  of  the  price  of  copper.  Let  the 
coin  be  as  well  and  deeply  ftamped  as  it  ought. 
Let  the  metal  be  as  pure  as  can  confift  to  have 
it  rightly  coined,  (wherein  I  am  wholly  ignorant) 
and  the  bulk  as  large  as  that  of  King  Charles  II. 
And  let  this  club  of  ten  gentlemen  give  their 
i  joint 
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joint  fecurity  to  receive  all  the  coins  they  uTue 
out  for  feven  or  ten  years,  and  return  gold  and 
filver  without  any  defalcation. 

Let  the  fame  club  or  company,  when  they 
have  iiTued  out  the  firft  two  thoufand  pounds, 
go  on  the  fecond  year,  if  they  find  a  demand,  and 
that  their  fcheme  hath  anfwered  to  their  own 
intention,  as  well  as  to  the  fatisfaction  of  the  pu- 
blic. And,  if  they  find  7  per  cent,  not  fufficient, 
let  them  fubtraft  8,  beyond  which  I  would  not 
have  them  go.  And,  when  they  have,  in  two 
years,  coined  ten  thoufand  pounds,  let  them 
give  public  notice,  that  they  will  proceed  no  far- 
ther, but  fliut  up  their  mint,  and  difmifs  their 
workmen  ;  unlefs  the  real,  univerfal,  unfolicit- 
ed  declaration  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the 
kingdom,  (hall  fignify  a  defire  that  they  fhould 
go  on  for  a  certain  fum  farther. 

This  company  may  enter  into  certain  regula- 
tions among  themfelves,  one  of  which  fhould  be, 
to  keep  nothing  concealed ;  and  duly  to  give  an 
account  to  the  world  of  their  whole  methods  of 
acYing. 

Give  me  leave  to  compute,  wholly  at  random, 
what  charge  the  kingdom  will  be  at,  by  the  lols 
of  intrinfic  value  in  the  coinage  of  io,oool.  in 
copper,  under  the  management  of  fuch  a  fociety 
of  gentlemen. 

Firft,  It  is  plain,  that,  inftead  of  fomewhat 
more  than  16  per  cent,  as  demanded  by  Mr 
M'Culla,  this  fociety  defires  but  8  per  cent. 

VOL.  XI.  R  Secondly, 
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Secondly,  Whereas  Mr  M'Culla  charges  tha 
expence  of  coinage  at  30  per  cent,  I  hope  and 
believe  this  fociety  will  be  able  to  perform  it  at  10. 

Thirdly,  Whereas  it  doth  not  appear  that  Mr 
M'CulIa  can  give  any  fecurity  for  the  goodnefs 
of  his  copper,  becaufe  not  one  in  ten  thoufand 
hare  the  ikill  to  diftinguifh  ;  the  fociety  will  be 
;*I1  engaged  that  their's  {hall  be  of  the  beft  ftan- 
tlard. 

Fourthly,  That  whereas  Mr  M'Culla's  half- 
pence are  one  fourth  part  lighter  than  that  kind 
coined  in  the  time  of  King  Charles  II.  thefe  gen- 
tlemen will  oblige  themfelves  to  the  public,  to 
give  the  coin  of  the  fame  weight  and  goodnefs 
with  thofe  halfpence,  unlefs  they  fliall  find  they 
cannot  afford  it  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  they  fhall 
beforehand  inform  the  public,  fhew  their  rea- 
fons,  and  iignify  how  large  they  can  make  them 
without  being  lofers  ;  and  fo  give  over  or  purfue 
their  fcheme,  as  they  find  the  opinion  of  the 
world  to  be.  However,  I  do  not  doubt  but 
they  can  afford  them  as  large,  and  of  as  good 
metal,  as  the  beft  Englifh  halfpence  that  have 
been  coined  in  the  three  laft  reigns,  which  very 
much  outweigh  thofe  of  Mr  M'Culla.  And 
this  advantage  will  arife  in  proportion,  by  leflen- 
ing  the  charge  of  coinage  from  30  per  cent,  to  10 
or  15,  or  20  at  moft.  But  I  confefs  myfelf  in 
the  dark  on  that  article  ;  only  I  think  it  impof- 
fible  it  fhould  amount  to  any  proportion  near 
30  per  cent,  otherwife  the  coiners  of  thofe  coun- 
terfeit 
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terfeit  halfpence  called  Raps,  would  have  little 
encouragement  to  follow  their  trade. 

But  the  indubitable  advantages  by  having  the 
management  in  fuch  a  fociety  would  be,  the  pay- 
ing 8  per  cent,  inftead  of  1 6,  the  being  fure  of 
the  goodnefs  and  juft  weight  of  the  coin,  and 
the  period  to  be  put  to  any  further  coinage  than 
what  was  absolutely  neceflary  to  fupply  the  wants 
and  defines  of  the  kingdom  :  And  all  this  under 
the  fecurity  of  ten  gentlemen  of  credit  and  for- 
tune, who  would  be  ready  to  give  the  beft  fecuri- 
ty and  fatisfaction,  that  they  had  no  defign  to 
turn  the  fcheme  into  a  job. 

As  to  any  miftakes  I  have  made  in  computa- 
tion, they  are  of  little  moment;  and  I  fhall  not  de- 
fcend  fo  low  as  to  juftify  them  againft  any  caviller. 

The  ftrongeft  objection  againft  what  I  offer, 
and  which  perhaps  may  make  it  appear  vifionary, 
is  the  difficulty  to  find  half  a  fcore  gentlemen, 
who,  out  of  a  public  fpirit,  will  be  at  the  trouble, 
for  no  more  profit  than  one  per  cent,  above  the 
legal  intereft,  to  be  ovevfeers  of  a  mint  for  five 
years  ;  and  perhaps,  without  any  juftice,  raife 
the  clamour  of  the  people  againft  them.  Be- 
fides,  it  is  moft  certain,  that  many  a  fquire  is  as 
fond  of  a  job,  and  as  dextrous  to  make  the  beft 
of  it,  as  Mr  M'Culla  himfelf,  or  any  of  his  level. 
However,  I  do  not  doubt  but  there  may  be  ten 
fuch  perfons  in  this  town,  if  they  had  only  fome 
vifible  mark  to  know  them  at  fight.  Yet  I  juft 
forefee  another  inconveniency  :  That  knavilh 
R  2  men 


men  arc  fitter  to  deal  with  others  of  their  own 
denomination  ;  while  thofe  who  are  honeft  and 
beft  intentioned,  may  be  the  inftrument  of  as 
much  mifchief  to  the  public,  for  want  of  cun- 
ning, as  the  greateft  knaves  •,  and  more,  becaufc 
of  the  charitable  opinion  which  they  are  apt  to 
have  of  others.  Therefore,  how  to  join  the 
prudence  of  the  ferpent  with  the  innocency  of 
the  dove  in  this  affair,  is  the  moft  difficult  point. 
It  is  not  fo  hard  to  find  an  honeft  man,  as  to 
make  this  honeft  man  active,  and  vigilant,  and 
fkilful  j  which  I  doubt  will  require  a  fpur  of  pro- 
fit greater  than  my  fcheme  will  afford  him,  un- 
lefs  he  will  be  contented  with  the  honour  of  ferv- 
ing  his  country,  and  the  reward  of  a  good  con- 
fcience. 

After  reviewing  what  I  had  written,  I  fee  very 
well,  that  I  have  not  given  any  allowance  for  the 
firft  charge  of  preparing  all  things  neceffary  for 
coining,  which,  I  am  told,  will  amount  to  about 
2ool.  befides  20!.  per  annum  for  five  years  rent  of 
a  houfe  to  work  in.  I  can  only  fay,  that  this 
making  in  all  300!.  it  will  be  an  addition  of  no 
more  than  3  per  cent,  out  of  io,oooL 

But  the  great  advantages  to  the  public,  by  hav- 
ing the  coinage  placed  in  the  hands  of  ten  gentle- 
men, fuch  as  I  have  already  defcribed,  (if  fucli 
are  to  be  found)  are  thefe  : 

Firft,  They  propofe  no  other  gain  to  themfelves 
than  one  per  cent,  above  the  legal  imereft,  for 
the  money  they  advance ;  which  will  hardly  af- 
ford 
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ford  them  coffee  when  they  meet  at  their  mint- 
houfe. 

Secondly,  They  bind  themfelves  to  make  their 
coins  of  as  good  copper  as  the  beft  Englilh  half- 
pence, and  as  well  coined,  and  of  equal  weight  : 
And  do  likewife  bind  themfclves,  to  charge  the 
public  with  not  one  farthing  for  the  expence  of 
coinage,  more  than  it  (hall  really  ftand  them  in. 

Thirdly,  They  will,  for  a  limited  term  of  feven 
or  ten  years,  as  ihall  be  thought  proper  uport 
mature  confideration,  pay  gold  and  illver,  with- 
out any  defalcation,  for  all  their  own  coin  that 
(hall  be  returned  upon  their  hands. 

Fourthly,  They  will  take  care  that  the  coins 
{hall  have  a  deep  impreflion,  leaving  a  rifing  rim 
on  both  fides,  to  prevent  their  being  defaced  in 
a  long  time  ;  and  the  edges  fhall  be  milled. 

I  fuppoie  they  need  not  be  very  apprehensive 
of  counterfeits,  which  will  be  difficult  to  make, 
fo  as  not  to  be  difcovered  :  For  it  is  plain,  that 
thofe  bad  halfpence,  called  Raps,  are  fo  eafily 
diftinguifhed,  even  from  the  moft  worn  genuine 
halfpenny,  that  nobody  will  now  take  them  for 
a  farthing,  although  under  the  great  prefent  want 
of  change. 

I  fhall  here  fubjoin  fome  computations  relating 
to  Mr  M'Culla's  copper  notes.  They  were  fent 
to  me  by  a  perfon  well  fkilled  in  fuch  calcula-. 
tions,  and  therefore  I  refer  them  to  the  reader. 

Mr  M'Culla  charges  good  copper  at  fourteen- 
pence  per  pound,  but  I  know  not  whether  he 
means  Avoirdupois  or  Troy  weight. 

R  3       •  Avoirdupois 
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Avoirdupois  is  16  oz.  to  a  Ib.  6960  grains* 

A  pound  Troy  weight     -    -     5760  grains. 

Mr  M'Culla's   copper   is    fourteen-pence  per 
pound  Avoirdupois. 
Two  of   Mr  M*Culla's  penny-notes,    one  with 

another,  weigh          -  524  grains. 

By  which  computation,    2s.  of  hra 

notes,  which  he  fells  for  one  Ib. 

weight,  will  weigh         -        -         6288  grains, 
But  one  Ib.  Avoirdupois  weighs,  as 

above,         ....         6960  grains. 


This  difference  makes  10  per  cent,  to  Mr 
M'Culla's  profit,  in  point  of  weight. 

The  oW  Patrick  and  David  halfpen- 
ny weighs         -         -  -  149  grains, 
Mr  M'Culla's  halfpenny  weighs     -     131  grains. 

The  difference  is  18 

Which  is  equal  to  lo^per  cent. 
The    Englifh    halfpenny    of    King 

Charles  II.  weighs  -  -  167  grains-. 
Mr  M'Culla's  halfpenny  weighs  -  131  grains. 

The  difference         36 

Which  difference  allowed  a  fifth  part  is  20  per 
sent. 

Another  Computation. 

Mr  M'Culla  allows  his  pound  of  copper  (coin- 
age included)  to  be  worth  twenty-pence,  for 
which  he  demands  two  fhillings. 

His 
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His  coinage  he  computes  at  fixpence  per 
pound  weight ;  therefore,  he  laying  out  only 
twenty-pence,  and  gaining  four-pence,  he  makes 
per  cent,  profit,  -  aa 

The  fixpence  per  pound  weight,  allowed  for 

coinage,  makes  per  cent.  -  -  30 

The  want  of  weight  in  his  halfpenny,  com- 
pared as  above,  is  per  cent.         -  10 

By  all  which,  (viz.  coinage,  profit,  and  want 
of  weight)  the  public  lofes  per  cent.       -         60 

If  Mr  M'Culla's  coins  will  not  pafs,  and  he  re- 
fufes  to  receive  them  back,  the  owner  cannot 
fell  them  at  above  twelve-pence  per  pound  weight ; 
whereby,  with  the  defect  of  weight  of  10  per 
cent,  he  will  lofe  60  per  cent. 

The  fcheme  of  the  fociety,  raifed  as  high  as  it 
can  poffibly  be,  will  be  only  thus  : 
For  intereft  of  their  money,  per  cent.         -         8 
For  coinage,  inflead  of  10,  fuppofe,  at  moft, 

per  cent.  2O 

For   300!.  laid  out  for  tools,  a  mint,  and 

houfe-rent,  charge  3  per  cent,  upon  the 

coinage  of  io,oool.         ...  3 

Charges  in  all,  upon  intereft,  coinage,  &c. 
per  cent.  -  -  -  31 

Which,  with  all  the  advantages  above  men- 
tioned, of  the  goodnefs  of  the  metal,  the  large- 

nefs 
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nefs  of  the  coin,  the  deepnefs  and  fairnefs  of  the 
impreffion,  the  aflurance  of  the  fociety  confining 
itfelf  to  fuch  a  fum  as  they  undertake,  or  as  the 
kingdom  fhall  approve ;  and  laftly,  their  paying 
in  gold  and  filver  for  all  their  coin  returned  up- 
on their  hands  without  any  defalcation,  would  be 
of  mighty  benefit  to  the  kingdom ;  and,  with  a 
little  fteadinefs  and  activity,  could,  I  doubt  not, 
be  eafily  compafled. 

I  would  not,  in  this  fcheme,  recommend  the 
method  of  promifibry  notes  after  Mr  M'Culla's 
manner ;  but,  as  I  have  feen  in  old  Irilh  coins, 
the  words  Civitas  Dublin  on  one  fide ;  with  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  and  the  Irifh  Harp,  on  the 
reverfe. 


DOING 
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DOING      GOOD: 

A 

SERMON, 

On  the  Occafion  of  WOOD's  PROJECT, 

Written  in  the  year   1724. 


GAL  AT.  vi.  10. 

As  "we  have  therefore  opportunity,  let  us  do  good  unt* 
all  men. 


NATURE  directs  every  one  of  us,  and  God 
permits  us,  to  confult  our  own  private 
good,  before  the  private  good  of  any  other  perfon 
whatfoever.  We  are,  indeed,  commanded  to 
love  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves,  but  not  as  well 
as  ourfelves.  The  love  we  have  for  ourfelves  is 
to  be  the  pattern  of  that  love  we  ought  to  have 
towards  our  neighbour  :  But,  as  the  copy  doth 
not  equal  the  original,  fo  my  neighbour  cannot 
think  it  hard,  if  I  prefer  myfelf,  who  am  the 
original,  before  him,  who  is  only  the  copy. 

Thus, 
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Thus,  if  any  matter  equally  concern  the  life, 
the  reputation,  the  profit  of  my  neighbour,  and 
my  own  ;  the  law  of  nature,  which  is  the  law  of 
God,  obligeth  me  to  take  care  of  myfelf  firft, 
and  afterwards  of  him.  And  this  I  need  not  be 
at  much  pains  in  perfuading  you  to;  for  the  want 
of  felf-love,  with  regard  to  things  of  this  world, 
is  not  among  the  faults  of  mankind.  But  then, 
on  the  other  fide,  if,  by  a  fmall  hurt  and  lofs  to 
myfelf,  I  can  procure  a  great  good  to  my  neigh- 
bour, in  that  cafe  his  intereft  is  to  be  preferred  : 
For  example,  if  I  can  be  fure  of  faving  his  life, 
without  great  danger  to  my  own  j  if  I  can  pre- 
ferve  him  from  being  undone,  without  ruining 
myfelf ;  or  recover  his  reputation,  without  blaft- 
ing  mine.  All  this  I  am  obliged  to  do  :  And,  if 
I  fincerely  perform  it,  I  do  then  obey  the  com- 
mand of  God,  in  loving  my  neighbour  as  myfelf. 
But,  befide  this  love  we  owe  to  every  man  in 
his  particular  capacity  under  the  title  of  our 
neighbour,  there  is  yet  a  duty  of  a  more  large 
extenfive  nature  incumbent  on  us  ;  which  is, 
our  love  to  our  neighbour  in  his  public  capacity, 
as  he  is  a  member  of  that  great  body  the  com- 
mon-wealth, under  the  fame  government  with 
ourfclves  :  And  this  is  ufually  called  love  of  the 
public,  and  is  a  duty  to  which  we  are  more 
ftri&ly  obliged,  than  even  that  of  loving  ourfelves  i 
becaufe  therein  ourfelves  are  alfo  contained,  as 
well  as  all  our  neighbours,  in  one  great  body. 
This  love  of  the  public,  or  of  the  common- 
wealth, 
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wealth,  or  love  of  our  country,  was  in  ancient 
times  properly  known  by  the  name  of  Virtuet 
becaufe  it  was  the  greateft  of  all  virtues,  and 
was  fuppofed  to  contain  all  virtues  in  it :  And 
many  great  examples  of  this  virtue  are  left  us  on 
record,  fcarcely  to  be  believed,  or  even  con- 
ceived, in  fuch  a  bafe,  corrupted,  wicked  age  as 
this  we  live  in.  In  thofe  times  it  was  common 
for  men  to  facrifice  their  lives  for  the  good  of 
their  country,  although  they  had  neither  hope 
or  belief  of  future  rewards ;  whereas,  in  our 
days,  very  few  make  the  leaft  fcruple  of  facrifi- 
cing  a  whole  nation,  as  well  as  their  own  fouls, 
for  a  little  prefent  gain  ;  which  often  hath  been 
known  to  end  in  their  own  ruin  in  this  world, 
as  it  certainly  muft  in  that  to  come. 

Have  we  not  feen  men,  for  the  fake  of  fome 
petty  employment,  give  up  the  very  natural 
rights  and  liberties  of  their  country,  and  of 
mankind,  in  the  ruin  of  which  themfelves  muft 
at  lail  be  involved  ?  Are  not  thefe  corruptions 
gotten  among  the  meaneft  of  our  people,  who, 
for  a  piece  of  money,  will  give  their  votes  at  a 
venture,  for  the  difpofal  of  their  own  lives  and 
fortunes,  without  confidering  whether  it  be  to 
thofe  who  are  moft  likely  to  betray  or  defend 
them  ? 

But,  if  I  were  to  produce  only  one  inftance  of 
a  hundred  wherein  we  fail  in  this  duty  of  loving 
our  country,  it  would  be  an  endlcfs  labour  ;  and 
therefore  I  fhall  not  attempt  it. 

But 


But  here  I  would  not  be  mifunderftood  :  By 
ihe  love  of  our  country,  I  do  not  mean  loyalty 
to  our  King ;  for  that  is  a  duty  of  another  na- 
ture, and  a  man  may  be  very  loyal  in  the  com- 
mon fenfe  of  the  word,  without  one  grain  of 
public  good  at  his  heart.  Witnefs  this  very 
kingdom  we  live  in.  I  verily  believe,  that,  iince 
the  beginning  of  the  world,  no  nation  upon 
earth  ever  fhewed  (all  circumftances  confidered) 
fuch  high  conftant  marks  of  loyalty  in  all  their 
actions  and  behaviour,  as  we  have  done  :  And, 
at  the  fame  time,  no  people  ever  appeared  more 
utterly  void  of  what  is  called  a  Public  Spirit. 
When  I  fay  the  people,  1  mean  the  bulk  or  mafs 
of  the  people,  for  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
thofe  in  power. 

Therefore  I  (hall  think  my  time  not  ill  fpent, 
if  I  can  perfuade  moft  or  all  of  you  who  hear 
me,  to  {hew  the  love  you  have  for  your  country, 
by  endeavouring,  in  your  feveral  ftations,  to  do 
all  the  public  good  you  are  able.  For  I  am 
certainly  perfuaded,  that  all  our  misfortunes  arife 
from  no  other  original  caufe,  than  that  general 
difregard  among  us  to  the  public  welfare. 

I  therefore  undertake  to  (hew  you  three  things. 

Firft,  That  there  are  few  people  fo  weak  or 
mean,  who  have  it  not  fometiraes  in  their  power 
to  be  ufeful  to  the  public. 

Secondly,  That  it  is  often  in  the  power  of  the 
meaneft  amongjmankind,  to  do  mifchief  to  the 
public. 

i  And, 


And,  laftly,  That  all  wilful  injuries  done  to 
the  public,  are  very  great  and  aggravated  fins  in 
the  fight  of  God. 

Firft,  There  are  few  people  fo  weak  or  mean, 
who  have  it  not  fometimes  in  their  power  to  be 
uleful  to  the  public. 

Solomon  tells  us  of  a  poor  wife  man,  who 
faved  a  city  by  his  counfel.  It  hath  often  hap- 
pened, that  a  private  foldier,  by  fome  unexpected 
brave  attempt,  hath  been  inftrumental  in  obtain- 
ing a  great  victory.  How  many  obfciire  men 
have  been  authors  of  very  ufeful  inventions, 
whereof  the  world  now  reaps  the  benefit  ?  The 
very  example  of  honefty  and  induftry  in  a  poor 
tradefman,  will  fometimes  fpread  through  a  neigh- 
bourhood, when  others  fee  how  fuccefsful  he 
is ;  and  thus  fo  many  ufeful  members  are  gained, 
for  which  the  whole  body  of  the  public  is  the 
better.  Whoever  is  blefled  with  a  true  public 
fpirit,  God  will  certainly  put  it  into  his  way  to 
make  ufe  of  that  blefiing,  for  the  ends  it  was 
given  him,  by  fome  means  or  other  :  And  there- 
fore it  hath  been  obferved  in  mod  ages,  that  the 
greateft  actions,  for  the  benefit  of  the  common- 
wealth, have  been  performed  by  the  wifdom  or 
courage,  the  contrivance  or  induftry,  of  parti- 
cular men,  and  not  of  numbers  ;  and  that  the 
fafety  of  a  kingdom  hath  often  been  owing  to 
thofe  hands,  from  whence  it  was  leaft  expected. 

But,  fecondly,  it  is  often  in  the  power  of  the 

meaneft  among  mankind,  to  do  miifchief  to  the 
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public  :  And  hence  arife  moft  of  thofc  miferies, 
with  which  the  ftates  and  kingdoms  of  the  earth 
are  infefted.  How  many  great  princes  have  been 
murdered  by  the  meanefl  ruffians  ?  The  weakeft 
hand  can  open  a  flood-gate  to  drown  a  country, 
<#hich  a  thoufand  of  the  ftrongeft  cannot  ftop. 
Thofe  who  have  thrown  off  all  regard  for  the 
public  good,  will  often  have  it  in  their  way  to 
!o  public  evil,  and  will  not  fail  to  exercife  that 
power  whenever  they  can.  The  greateft  blow 
given  of  late  to  this  kingdom,  was  by  the  dif- 
honefty  of  a  few  manufacturers  ;  who,  by  im- 
pofing  bad  ware  at  foreign  markets,  in  almoft 
the  only  traffic  permitted  to  us,  did  half  ruin 
that  trade ;  by  which  this  poor  unhappy  king- 
dom now  fuftcrs,  in  the  midft  of  fufferings.  1 
fpeak  not  here  of  perfons  in  high  ftations,  who 
ought  to  be  free  from  all  reflection,  and  are 
fuppofed  always  to  intend  the  welfare  of  the 
community:  But  we  now  find  by  experience,  that 
the  meaneft  inftrument  may,  by  the  concurrence 
of  accidents,  have  it  in  his  power  to  bring  a  whole 
kingdom  to  the  very  brink  of  deftruflion,  and  is, 
at  this  prcfent,  endeavouring  to  finifh  his  work  ; 
and  hath  agents  among  ourfelves,  who  are  con- 
tented to  fee  their  own  country  undone,  to  be 
fmall  fharers  in  that  iniquitous  gain,  which  at 
L\ft  muft  end  in  their  own  ruin  as  well  as  our's. 
I  confefs  it  was  chiefly  the  confideration  of  that 
great  danger  we  are  in,  which  engaged  me  to  dif- 
courfe  to  you  on  this  fubjecl ;  to  exhort  you  to  a 

Jove 


love  of  your  country,  and  a  public  fpirit,  -when 
all  you  have  is  at  ftake  ;  to  prefer  the  intereft  of 
your  prince,  and  your  fellow-fubjecls,  before  that 
of  one  deuructive  import  or,  and  a  few  of  his 
p.dherents. 

i  •-•Mpr,  it  may  be  thought  by  fome,  that  this 
way  of  difcourflng  is  not  fo  proper  from  the 
pulpit.  But  furely,  when  an  open  attempt  is 
made,  and  far  carried  on,  to  make  a  great  king- 
dom one  large  poor-houfe,  to  deprive  us  of  all 
means  to  exercife  hofpitality  Or  charity,  to  turn 
our  cities  and  churches  into  ruins,  to  make  the 
country  a  defart  for  wild  beafts  and  robbers,  to 
cleftroy  all  arts  and  fciences,  all  trades  and  ma- 
nufactures, and  the  very  tillage  of  the  ground, 
only  to  enrich  one.  obfcure  ilUdeilgning  projec- 
tor, and  his  followers  ;  it  is  time  for  the  paftor 
to  cry  out,  that  the  wolf  is  getting  into  his  flock, 
to  warn  them  to  ftand  together,  and  all  to  con- 
fult  the  common  fnfety.  And  God  be  praifcd 
for  his  infinite  goodnefs,  in  raffing  fuch  a  fpiiit 
of  union  among  us,  at  leaft  in  this  point,  in  the 
midft  of  all  our  former  divifions  ;  which  union, 
if  it  continue,  will,  in  all  probability,  defeat  the 
pernicious  defign  of  this  peftilent  enemy  to  the 
nation. 

But  from  hence  it  clearly  follows,  how  necef- 
iary  the  love  of  our  country,  or  a  public  fpirit, 
is  in  every  particular  man,  fince  the  wicked  have 
fo  many  opportunities  of  doing  public  mifchief. 
Every  man  is  upon  his  own  guard  for  his  private 
S  2  advantage  ; 
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advantage;  but  where  the  public  is  concerned, 
he  is  apt  to  be  negligent,  confidering  himfelf  only 
as  one  among  two  or  three  millions,  among 
whom  the  lofs  is  equally  fhared, — and  thus,  he 
thinks,  he  can  be  no  great  fufferer.  Mean-while 
the  trader,  the  farmer,  and  the  fhop-keeper, 
complain  of  the  hardnefs  and  deadnefs  of  the 
times,  and  wonder  whence  it  comes  ;  while  it 
is,  in  a  great  meafure,  owing  to  their  own  folly, 
for  want  of  that  love  of  their  country,  and 
public  fpirit  and  firm  union  among  themfelves, 
which  are  fo  necefiary  to  the  profperity  of  every 
nation. 

Another  method  by  which  the  meaneft  wicked 
man  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  injure  the  pu- 
blic, is  falfe  accufation,  whereof  this  kingdom 
hath  afforded  too  many  examples :  Neither  is  k 
long  fince  no  man,  whofe  opinions  were  thought 
to  differ  from  thofe  in  fafhion,  could  fafely  con- 
verfe  beyond  his  neareft  friends,  for  fear  of  be- 
ing fworn  again  ft,  as  a  traitor,  by  thofe  who 
made  a  traffic  of  perjury  and  fubornation  ;  by 
which  the  very  peace  of  the  nation  was  difturbed, 
and  men  fled  from  each  other  as  they  would 
from,  a  lion  or  a  bear  got  loofe.  And  it  is  very 
remarkable,  that  the  pernicious  project  now  iu 
hand  to  reduce  us  to  beggary,  was  forwarded  by 
one  of  thefe  falfe  accufers,  who  had  been  con- 
victed of  endeavouring,  by  perjury  and  fuborn- 
ation, to  take  away  the  lives  of  feveral  innocent 
perfons  here  among  us  ;  and,  indeed,  there 

could 
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could  not  be  a  more  proper  inftrument  for  fuch. 
a  work. 

Another  method  by  which  the  meaneft  peo- 
ple may  do  injury  to  the  public,  is  the  fpread- 
ing  of  lies  and  falfe  rumours  5  thus  railing  a. 
cliih-uft  among  the  people  of  a  nation,  craifmg 
them  to  miftake  their  true  intereft,  and  their 
enemies  for  their  friends  :  And  this  hath  been, 
likcu'ifc  too  fuccefsfula  practice  among  us, -where 
we  have  known  the  whole  kingdom  milled  by 
the  grofieft  lies,  raifed  upon  occafion  to  ferve 
fome  particular  turn.  As  it  hath  alfo  happened 
in  the  cafe  I  lately  mentioned,  where  one  ob- 
fcure  man,  by  reprefentiiig  our  wants  where 
they  were  leaft,  and  concealing  them  where 
they  were  greateft,  had  almofl  fucceeded  in  a 
project  of  utterly  I'uining  this  whole  kingdom  j 
and  may  flill  fuccced,  if  God  doth  not  continue 
that  public  fpirit,  which  he  hath  almoft  mira- 
culouily  kindled  in  us  upon  this  occafion. 

Thus  '.ve  ice  the  public  is  many  times,  as  it 
were,  at  the  mercy  of  the  meaneft  inftmment, 
who  can  be  wicked  enough  to  watch  opportu- 
nities of  doing  it  mifchief,  upon  the  principles 
nf  a-^-arice  or  malice ;  which,  I  am  afraid,  are 
deeply  rooted  in  too  many  breafts ;  and  againft 
which  there  can  be  no  defence,  but  a  firm  refo- 
hition  in  all  honeft  men,  to  be  clofely  united, 
and  active  in  fhewing  their  love  to  their  country, 
by  preferring  the  public  intereft  to  their  prefent 
private  advantage.  If  a  paiTenger  La  a  great 
S  3  liorni 


ftorm  at  fea,  fhould  hide  his  goods  that  they 
might  not  be  thrown  overboard  to  lighten  the 
fliip,  what  would  be  the  eonfequence  ?  The  fhip 
is  caft  away,  and  he  lofes  his  life  and  goods  to- 
gether. 

We  have  heard  of  men,  who,  thro'  greedi- 
nefs  of  gain,  have  brought  infe£ted  goods  into 
a  nation,  which  bred  a  plague,  whereof  the 
owners  and  their  families  perifhed  firft.  Let 
thofe  among  us  confider  this  and  tremble,  whofe 
houfes  are  privately  ftored  with  thofe  materials 
of  beggary  and  defolation,  lately  brought  over  to 
be  fcattered  like  a  peftilence  among  their  coun- 
trymen, which  may  probably  firft  feize  upon 
themfelves  and  their  families,  until  their  houfes 
ih all  be  made  a  dunghilL 

I  fhall  mention  one  practice  more,  by  which 
the  meaneft  inftruments  often  fucceed  in  doing 
public  mifchief  j  and  this  is  by  deceiving  us  with 
plaufible  arguments,  to  make  us  believe  that  the 
moft  ruinous  project  they  can  offer,  is  intended 
for  our  good,  as  it  happened  in  the  cafe  fo  of- 
ten mentioned.  For  the  poor  ignorant  people, 
allured  by  the  appearing  convenience  in  their 
fmall  dealings,  did  not  difcover  the  ferpent  in 
the  brafs,  but  were  ready,  like  the  Ifraelites,  to 
offer  incenfe  to  it ;  neither  could  the  wifdom 
of  the  nation  convince  them,  until  fome  of  good 
intentions  made  the  cheat  fo  plain  to  their  light, 
that  thofe  who  run  may  read.  And  thus  the 
defign  was  to  treat  us,  in  every  point,  as  the 
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Phfliftines  treated  Samfon,  (I  mean  when  he  wa* 
betrayed  by  Dalilah)  firft  to  put  out  our  eyes, 
and  then  bind  us  with  fetters  of  brafe. 

I  proceed  to  the  laft  tiling.  I  propofed,  which 
was  to  ihew  you  that  all  wilful  injuries  done  to 
the  public,  are  very  great  and  aggravated  fins  in 
the  fight  of  God. 

Firft,  It  is  apparent  from  Scripture,  and  moft 
agreeable  to  reafon,  that  the  fafety  and  welfare 
of  nations  are  under  the  moft  peculiar  care  of 
God's  providence.  Thus  he  promifed  Abra- 
ham to  fave  Sodom,  if  only  ten  righteous  men 
could  be  found  in  it.  Thus  the  reaibn> which 
God  gave  to  Jonas  for  not  deftroying  Nineveh, 
was,  becaufe  there  were  fix-fcore  thoufand  men 
inihat  city. 

All  government  is  from  God,  who  is  the  God 
of  order  ;  and  therefore  whoever  attempts  to 
breed  confufion  or  difturbance  among  a  people, 
doth  his  utmoft  to  take  the  government  of  the 
world  out  of  God's  hands,  and  to  put  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  devil,  who  is  the  author  of  confu- 
fion. By  which  it  is  plain,  that  no  crime,  how 
heinous  foever,  committed  againft  particular  per- 
fons,  can  equal  the  guilt  of  him  who  does  in- 
jury to  the  public. 

Secondly,  All  offenders  againft  their  country 
lye  under  this  grievous  difficulty,  that  it  is  next 
to  impofllble  to  obtain  a  pardon,  or  make  refti- 
tution.  The  bulk  of  mankind  are  very  quick  at 
refenting  injuries,  and  very  flow  in  forgiving 
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them  :  And  how  fliall  one  man  be  able  to  obt.iia 
the  pardon  of  millions,  or  repair  the  injuries  he 
hath  done  to  millions  ?  How  fliall  thofe,  who, 
by  a  nioft  deftructive  fraud,  got  the  whole  wealth 
of  our  neighbouring  kingdom  into  their  hands, 
be  ever  able  to  make  a  rccompence  ?  How  will 
the  authors  and  promoters  of  that  villainous  pro- 
ject, for  the  ruin  of  this  poor  country,  be  able 
to  account  with  us  for  the  injuries  they  have  al- 
ready done,  although  they  fhould  no  farther 
fucceed  ?  The  deplorable  cafe  of  fuch  wretches, 
muft  entirely  be  left  to  the  unfathomable  mercies 
of  God.  For  thole  who  know  the  leaft  in  reli- 
gion, are  not  ignorant,  that  without  our  utmoft 
endeavours  to  make  reftitution  to  the  psrfon  in- 
jured, and  to  obtain  his  pardon,  added  to  a  fin- 
cere  repentance,  there  is  no  hope  of  falvation 
given  in  the  gofpel. 

Laftly,  All  offences  againft  our  own  country, 
have  this  aggravation,  that  they  are  ungrateful 
and  unnatural.  It  is  to  our  country  we  owe 
Ihofe  laws,  which  protect  us  in  our  lives,  cur  li- 
berties, our  properties,  and  our  religion.  Our 
country  produced  us  into  the  world>  and  conti- 
nues to  nourifh  us,  fo  that  it  is  ufually  called 
our  mother  ;  and  there  have  been  examples  of 
great  magiftrates,  who  have  put  their  own  chil- 
dren to  death,  for  endeavouring  to  betray  their 
country,  as  if  they  had  attempted  the  life  of  their 
natural  parent. 

Thus 


Thus  I  have  briefly  fhewn  you,  how  terrible  a 
fin  it  is  to  be  an  enemy  to  our  country,  in  order 
to  incite  you  to  the  contrary  virtue,  which  at  this 
juncture  is  fo  highly  neceflary,  when  every  man's 
endeavour  will  be  of  ufe.  We  have  hitherto 
been  juft  able  to  fupport  ourfelves  under  many 
hardfhips  ;  but  now  the  axe  is  laid  to  the  root  of 
the  tree,  and  nothing  but  a  firm  union  among 
us  can  prevent  our  utter  undoing.  This  we  are 
obliged  to,  in  duty  to  our  Gracious  King,  as  well 
as  ourfelves.  Let  us  therefore  preferve  that  pu- 
blic fpirit  which  God  hath  raifed  in  us,  for  our 
own  temporal  interefo.  For,  if  this  wicked  pro- 
ject fhould  fucceed,  which  it  cannot  do  but  by 
our  own  folly ;  if  we  fell  ourfelves  for  nought, 
the  merchant,  the  (hopkeeper,  the  artificer,  muft 
fly  to  the  defart  with  their  miferable  families,, 
there  to  ftarve,  or  live  upon  rapine,  or  at  leaft 
exchange  their  country  for  one  more  hofpitable 
than  that  where  they  were  born. 

Thus  much  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  fay  to  you, 
who  are  under  my  care,  to  warn  you  againft 
thofe  temporal  evils,  which  may  draw  the  worffc 
of  fpiritual  evils  after  them  ;  fuch  as  heart-burn- 
ings, murmurings,  difcontents,  and  all  manner 
of  wickednefs  which  a  defperate  condition  of  life 
may  tempt  men  to. 

I  am  fcnfible  that  what  I  have  now  faid  will 
not  go  very  far,  being  confined  to  this  affembly  ; 
but  I  hope  it  may  ftir  up  others  of  my  brethren 
to  exhort  their  feveral  congregations,  after  a 


more  effectual  manner,  to  fhew  their  love  for 
their  country  upon  this  important  occafion.  And 
this,  I  am  fure,  cannot  be  called  meddling  in  af- 
fairs of  ftate. 

I  pray  God  protect  his  moft  gracious  Majefty, 
and  this  kingdom,  long  under  his  government, 
and  defend  us  from  all  ruinous  projectors,  de- 
ceivers, fuborners,  perjurers,  falfe  accufers,  and 
opprcflbrs  }  from  the  virulence  of  party  and  fac- 
tion $  and  unite  us  in  loyalty  to  our  king,  love 
to  our  country^  and  charity  to  each  other.  And 
this  we  beg  for  Jefus  Chrift  his  fake  :  To  whom, 


R      O      P      O      S      A      L, 


All  the  LADIES  and  WOMEN  of  IRELAND 
Ihould  appear  conftantly  in  IRISH  MA- 
NUFACTURES. 

Written  in  the  year  1729. 

*~T~^  HERE  wns  a  Trcatife  written  about  nine 
JL  years  ago,  to  perfuade  the  people  of  Ire- 
land to  wear  their  own  manufactures  *.  This 
Treatife  was  allowed  to  have  not  one  fyllable  in 
it  of  party  or  difafte&ion,  but  was  wholly  found- 
ed upon  the  growing  poverty  of  the  nation,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  utter  want  of  trade  in  every 
branch,  except  that  ruinous  importation  of  all 
foreign  extravagances  from  other  countries.  This 
Treatife  was  prefented,  by  the  Grand  Jury  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Dublin,  as  a  fcandalous, 
fedhious,  and  factious  pamphlet.  I  forget  who 

was 
*  See  vol.  iii.  p.  327. 


was  the  foreman  of  the  City  Grand  Jury ;  but  the 
foreman  for  the  county,  was  one  Dr  Seal,  regifter 
to  the  Archbimop  of  Dublin,  wherein  he  differ- 
ed much  from  the  fentiments  of  his  Lord.  The 
Printer  was  tried  before  the  late  Mr  Whitfhed, 
that  famous  Lord  Chief  Juftice ;  who,  on  the 
bench,  laying  his  hand  on  his  heart,  declared  up- 
on his  falvation,  that  the  author  was  a  Jacobite, 
and  had  a  defign  to  beget  a  quarrel  between  the 
two  nations.  In  the  midft  of  this  profecution, 
about  1500  weavers  were  forced  to  beg  their 
bread,  and  had  a  general  contribution  made  for 
their  relief,  which  juft  ferved  to  make  them 
drunk  for  a  week  ;  and  then  they  were  forced  to 
turn  rogues,  or  ftrolling  beggars,  or  to  leave  the 
kingdom. 

The  Duke  of  Graft-on,  who  was  then  Lieute- 
nant, being  perfectly  afhamed  of  fo  infamous  and 
unpopular  a  proceeding,  obtained  from  England 
a  noli  profequi  for  the  Printer.  Yet  the  Grand 
Jury  had  folemn  thanks  given  them  from  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

I  mention  this  paffage  (perhaps  too  much  for- 
gotten) to  fhew  how  dangerous  it  hath  been  -for 
the  beft  meaning  perfon  to  write  one  fyllable  in. 
the  defence  of  his  country,  or  difcover  the  mife- 
rable  condition  it  is  in. 

And,  to  prove  this  truth,  I  will  produce  one 

inftance  more,  wholly  omitting  the  famous  cafe 

of  the   Drapier,    and   the   proclamation   againll 

him,  as  well  as  the  perverfenefs  of  another  jury 
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againft  the  fame  Mr  Whitfhed,  who  was  violent- 
ly bent  to  aft  the  fecond  part  in  another  fcene. 

About  two  years  ago,  there  was  a  fmall  paper 
printed,  which  was  called  A  Short  Vieiu  of  the 
State  of  Ireland  *  ;  relating  the  feveral  caufes 
whereby  any  country  may  grow  rich,  and  apply- 
ing them  to  Ireland.  Whitfhed  was  dead,  and 
confequently  the  printer  was  not  troubled.  Mift, 
the  famous  journalift,  happened  to  reprint  this 
paper  in  London,  for  which  his  prefs-folks  were 
profecuted  for  almoft  a  twelvemonth  ;  and,  for 
ought  I  know,  are  not  yet  difcharged. 

This  is  our  cafe  ;  infomuch  that  although  I 
am  often  without  money  in  my  pocket,  I  dare 
not  own  it  in  fome  company,  for  fear  of  being 
thought  difaffe&ed. 

But  fince  I  am  determined  to  take  care  that 
the  author  of  this  paper  (hall  not  be  difcovered, 
(following  herein  the  moft  prudent  practice  of 
the  Drapier)  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  the 
three  feafons  wherein  our  corn  hath  mifcarried, 
did  no  more  contribute  to  our  prefent  mifery, 
than  one  fpoonful  of  water  thrown  upon  a  rat, 
already  drowned,  would  contribute  to  his  death  ; 
and  that  the  prefent  plentiful  harveft,  although 
it  Ihould  be  followed  by  a  dozen  enfuing,  would 
HO  more  reftore  us,  than  it  would  the  rat  afore- 
f.iicl  to  put  him  near  the  fire,  which  might  in- 
deed warm  his  fur- coat,  but  never  bring  him 
back  to  life. 
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The  iliort  of  the  matter  is  this  :  The  diftrefles 
of  the  kingdom  are  operating  more  and  more 
every  day,  by  very  large  degrees,  and  fo  have 
been  doing  for  above  a  dozen  years  paft. 

If  you  demand  from  whence  thefe  diftreiTes 
have  arifen,  1  defire  to  afk  the  following  queftion : 

If  two-thirds  of  any  kingdom's  revenue  be 
exported  to  another  country,  without  one  far- 
thing of  value  in  rerurn ;  and  if  the  faid  kingdom 
be  forbidden  the  moft  profitable  branches  of 
trade  wherein  to  employ  the  other  third,  and 
only  allowed  to  traffic  in  importing  thofe  commo- 
dities which  are  moft  ruinous  to  itfelf  j  how  fhall 
that  kingdom  ftand  ? 

If  this  queftion  were  formed  into  the  firft  pro- 
pofition  of  an  hypothetical  fyllogifm,  I  defy  the 
the  man  born  i-n  Ireland,  who  is  now  in  the 
faireft  way  of  getting  a  colleelorfhip,  or  a  cor- 
net's poft,  to  give  a  good  reafon  for  denying  it. 

Let  me  put  another  cafe.  Suppofe  a  gentle- 
man's eftate  of  200!.  a  year,  fhould  fink  to  one 
hundred,  by  fome  accident,  whether  by  an  earth- 
quake or  inundation  it  matters  not ;  and  fuppofe 
the  laid  gentleman  utterly  hopelefs  and  unquali- 
fied ever  to  retrieve  the  lofs ;  how  is  he  other- 
wife  to  proceed  in  his  future  ceconomy,  than  by 
reducing  it  on  every  article  to  one  half  lefs,  un- 
lefs  he  will  be  content  to  fly  his  country,  or  rot 
hi  jail  ?  This  is  a  reprefentation  of  Ireland's  con- 
dition ;  only  with  one  fault,  that  it  is  a  little  too 
favourable.  Neither  am  I  able  to  propofe  a  full 
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remedy  for  this,  that  ft  i  all  ever  be  granted  ;  but 
only  a  fmall  prolongation  of  lifc,  until  God  fhall 
miiaculoufly  difpofe  the  hearts  or  our  neigh- 
bours, our  kinfmen,  our  feliow-proteihnts,  fel- 
low fubjedts,  and  fellow  rational  creatures,  to 
permit  us  to  ftarve  without  running  farther  in 
debt.  I  arn  informed,  that  our  national  debt  (and 
God  knows  how  we  wretches  came  by  that  fafhi- 
onable  thing  a  national  debt)  is  about  250,000!.  ; 
which  is,  at  leaft,  one  third  of  the  whole  king- 
dom's rents,  after  our  abfentees  and  other  fo- 
reign drains  are  paid, — and  about  50,000!.  more 
than  all  the  calh. 

It  feerns  there  are  feveral  fchemes  for  railing  a 
fund  to  pay  the  intereft  of  this  formidable  furn, 
(not  the  principal,  for  this  is  allowed  impoflible). 
The  neceffity  of  railing  fuch  a  fund,  is  ftrongly 
and  regularly  pleaded  from  the  late  deficiencies 
in  the  duties  and  cuftoms.  And  is  it  the  fault 
of  Ireland  that  tliefe  funds  are  deficient  ?  If  they 
depend  on  trade,  can  it  poflibly  be  otherwife, 
while  vre  have  neither  liberty  to  trade,  nor 
money  to  trade  with ;  neither  hands  to  work, 
nor  bufinefs  to  employ  them,  if  we  had  ?  Our 
difeafes  are  vifible  enough,  both  in  their  caufes 
and  effects  ;  and  the  cures  are  well  known,  but 
impoffible  to  be  applied. 

If  my  fteward  comes  and  tells  me,   that  my 

rents  are  funk  fo  low  that  they  are  very  little 

more   than   fufficient   to    pay  my  fervants    their 

wages,    have   I   any  other  courfe  left,   than  to 
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eafhier  four  in  fix  of  my  rafcally  footmen,  and  a 
number  of  other  varlets  in  my  family,  of  whofe 
infolence  the  whole  neighbourhood  complains. 
And  I  fhould  think  it  extremely  fevere  in  any 
law,  to  force  me  to  maintain  a  houlhold  of  fifty 
fervants,  and  fix  their  wages,  before  I  had  of- 
fered my  rent-roll  upon  oath  to  the  legislators. 

To  return  from  digreffing :  I  am  told,  one 
fcheme  for  raifing  a  fund  to  pay  the  intereft  of 
our  national  debt,  is  by  a  further  duty,  of  forty 
fhillings  a  ton  upon  wine.  Some  gentlemen 
would  carry  this  matter  much  further,  by  raifing 
it  to  twelve  pounds  ;  which,  in  a  manner,  would 
amount  to  a  prohibition :  Thus  weakly  arguing 
from  the  practice  of  England. 

I  have  often  taken  notice,  both  in  print  and 
in  difcourfe,  that  there  is  no  topic  fo  fallacious, 
either  in  talk  or  in  writing,  as  to  argue  how  we 
ought  to  aft  in  Ireland,  from  the  example  of 
England,  Holland ,  France, .  or  any  other  coun- 
try, whofe  inhabitants  are  allowed  the  commoa 
rights  and  liberties  of  human-kind.  I  could  un- 
dertake to  name  fix  or  feven  of  the  moft  uncon- 
trolled maxims  in  government,  which  are  utter- 
ly falfe  in  this  kingdom. 

As  to  the  additional  duty  on  wine,  I  think 
any  perfon  may  deliver  his  opinion  upon  it,  un- 
til! it  (hall  have  pafied  into  a  law »  and,  till 
then,  I  declare  mine  to  be  pofitively  againft  it. 

Firft,  Becaufe  there  is  no  nation  yet  known, 
in  either  hemifphere,  where  the  people  of  all 
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conditions  are  more  in  want  of  feme  cordial,  to 
keep  up  their  fpirits,  than  in  this  of  our's.  I 
am  not  in  jeft  ;  and,  if  the  facl:  will  not  be  allow- 
ed me,  I  ihall  not  argue  it. 

.Secondly,  It  is  too  well  and  generally  known, 
that  this  tax  of  foity  (hillings  additional  on  eve- 
ry ton  of  wine  (which  will  be  double  at  lean:  to 
the  home-confumcr)  will  increafe  equally  every 
new  feffion  of  parliament,  until  perhaps  it  comes 
to  twelve  pounds. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe,  as  the  merchants  inform 
me,  and  as  I  have  known  many  of  the  like 
in  fiances  in  England,  this  addition.il  tax  will 
more  prob.ibly  leiTen  this  branch  of  the  revenue, 
than  increafe  it  r  And  therefore  Sir  John  Stan- 
ley, a  commiffioner  of  the  cdftoms  in  England, 
ufed  to  (ay,  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were 
generally  miftaken  in  matters  of  trade,  by  an 
erroneous  opinion  that  two  and  two  make  four. 
Thus,  if  you  (hould  lay  an  additional  duty  of 
one  penny  a-pound  on  raiiins,  or  fugar,  the  re- 
venue, inftead  of  riling,  would  certainly  fink  ; 
and  the  confequence  would  only  be,  to  lefien. 
the  number  of  plum-puddings,  and  ruin  the 
confectioner. 

Fourthly,  I  am  likewife  aflurecl  by  merchants, 
that,  upon  this  additional  forty  {hillings,  the 
French  will  at  leaft  equally  raife  their  duties  up- 
on all  commodities  we  export  thither. 

Fifthly,  If  an  original   extraft  of  the  exports 

and  imports  be  true,  we  have  been  gainers  upon: 
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the  balance,  by  our  trade  with  France,  for  feveral 
years  paft  j  and  although  our  gain  amounts  to 
no  great  fum,  we  ought  to  be  fatisfied,  fince  we 
are  no  lofers,  with  the  only  confolation  we  are 
capable  of  receiving. 

Laftly,  The  worft  confequence  is  behind.  If 
we  raife  the  duty  on  wine  to  a  confiderable  height, 
we  lofe  the  only  hold  we*  have  of  keeping  among 
us  the  few  gentlemen  of  any  tolerable  eftates. 
I  am  confident,  there  is  hardly  a  gentleman  of 
eight  hundred  pounds  a-year  and  upwards,  in 
this  kingdom,  who  would  balance  half  an  hour 
to  confider  whether  he  ihould  live  here  or  in 
England,  if  a  family  could  be  as  cheaply  main- 
tained in  the  one  as  die  other.  As  to  eatables, 
they  are  as  cheap  in  many  fine  counties  of  Eng- 
land, as  in  fome  very  indifferent  ones  here  ;  or, 
if  there  be  any  difference,  that  vein  of  thrift,  and 
prudence  in  ceconomy,  which  paffes  there  with- 
out reproach,  (and  chiefly  in  London  itfelf) 
would  amply  make  up  the  difference.  But  the 
article  of  French  wine  is  hardly  tolerable,  in 
any  degree  of  plenty,  to  a  middling  fortune  : 
And  this  it  is,  which,  by  growing  habitual,  wholr 
ly  turns  the  fcale  with  thofe  few  landed  men  di£- 
engaged  from  employments,  who  content  them- 
felves  to  live  hofpitabiy  with  plenty  of  good  wine 
in  their  own  country,  rather  than  in  penury 
and  obfcurity  in  another,  with  bad,  or  with 
none  at  all. 

Having  therefore,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  abo- 
liflied  this  additional  duty  upon  wine  ;  for  I  am 
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not  under  the  leafl  concern  about  paying  the 
intereft  of  the  national  debt,  but  leave  it,  as  in 
loyalty  bound,  wholly  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Houfe  of  Commons;  I  come  now  to 
confider,  by  what  methods  we  may  be  able  to 
put  off  and  delay  our  utter  undoing  as  long 
as  it  is  poffible. 

I  never  have  difcourfed  any  reafonable  man 
upon  this  fubject,  who  did  not  allow  that  there 
was  no  remedy  left  us,  but  to  leflen  the  import- 
ation of  all  unnecefiary  commodities,  as  much 
as  it  was  poffible  ;  and  likewife,  eidier  to  per- 
fuade  our  abfentees  to  fpend  their  money  at 
home,  which  is  impoffible,  or  tax  them  at  five 
ihillings  in  the  pound  during  their  abfence,  with 
fuch  allowances,  upon  neceiFary  occafions,  as  it 
(hall  be  thought  convenient  ;  or,  by  permitting 
us  a  free  trade,  which  is  denied  to  no  other  na- 
tion upon  earth.  The  three  laft  methods  are 
treated  by  Mr  Prior,  in  his  moft  ufeful  treatife, 
added  to  his  lift  of  abfentees. 

It  is  to  gratify  the  vanity  and  pride,  and  luxu* 
ry  of  the  women,  and  of  the  young  fops  who 
admire  them,  that  we  owe  this  iniupportable 
grievance  of  bringing  in  the  inftruments  of  ou* 
ruin.  There  is  annually  brought  over  to  this 
kingdom,  near  ninety  thoufand  pounds  worth  of 
ftlk,  whereof  the  greater  part  is  manufactured  : 
Thirty  thoufand  pounds  more  is  expended  in 
muflin,  holland,  cambrick,  and  callico.  What 
the  price  of  lace  amounts  to,  is  not  eafyto.be 
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collected  from  the  cuftom-houfe  book,  being  a 
kind  of  goods  that  take  up  little  room,  and  is 
eafily  run  ;  but,  considering  the  prodigious  price 
of  a  woman's  head-drefs,  at  ten,  twelve,  twenty 
pounds  a-yard,  muft  be  very  great.  The  tea, 
rated  at  feven  {hillings /w  pound,  comes  to  near 
twelve  thoufand  pounds ;  but,  confidering  it  as 
the  common  luxury  of  every  chambermaid,  femp- 
ftrefs,  and  tradefman's  wife,,  both  in  town  and 
country,  however  they  come  by  it,  mult  needs 
coft  the  kingdom  double  that  fum.  Coffee  is 
fomew-hat  above  7000!.  I  have  feen  no  account 
of  chocolate,  and  fome  other  Indian  or  Ame- 
rican goods.  The  drapery  imported  is  about 
24,000!.  The  whole  amounts  (with  one  or  two 
other  particulars)  to  150,0001  The  laviihing  of 
ail  which  money  is  j«ft  as  prudent  and  ncceflary, 
as  to  Tee  a  man  in  an  embroidered  coat  begging 
out  of  Newgate  in  an  old  fhoe. 

I  allow  that  the  thrown  and  raw  filk  is  lefs 
pernicious  ;  becaufe  we  have  fome  {hare  in  the 
manufafture  •,  but  we  are  not  now  in  circum- 
ftances  to  trifle.  It  cofts  us  above  40,000!.  a- 
year:  And  if  the  ladies,  till  better  times,  will 
not  be  content  to  go  in  their  own  country  fhifts, 
I  wilh  they  may  go  in  rags.  Let  them  vie  with 
each  other  in  the  finenefs  of  their  native  linen  : 
Their  beauty  and  gentlenefs  will  as  well  appear, 
as  if  they  were  covered  over  with  diamonds  and. 
brocade. 

I  believe  no  man  is  fo  weak,  as  to  hope  or 
expect  that  fuch  a  reformation  can  be  brought! 
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about  by  a  law.  But  a  thorough,  hearty,  un- 
animous vote,  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
might  perhaps  anfwer  as  well :  Every  fenator, 
noble,  or  plebeian,  giving  his  honour,  that  nei- 
ther iiimfelf,  nor  any  of  his  family,  would,  in, 
their  drefs,  or  furniture  of  their  houfes,  make 
ufe  of  any  thing  except  what  was  of  the  growth 
and  manufacture  of  this  kingdom  ;  and  that 
they  would  ufe  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  in- 
fluence and  credit,  to  prevail  on  their  tenants, 
dependents,  and  friends,  to  follow  their  example. 
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ARCHBISHOP  OF   DUBLIN, 
concerning  the  WEAVERS. 


MY  LORD, 

THE  Corporation  of  Weavers  in  the  woollen 
manufacture,  who  have  fo  often  attended 
your  Grace,  and  called  upon  me  with  their 
fchemes  and  propofals,  were  with  me  on  Thurf- 
day  laft ;  when  he  who  fpoke  for  the  reft,  and 
in  the  name  of  his  abfent  brethren,  faid  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  whole  body,  That  if  fomewhat 
were  written  at  this  time  by  an  able  hand,  to 
perfuade  the  people  of  this  kingdom  to  wear 
their  own  woollen  manufactures,  it  might  be  of 
good  ufe  to  the  nation  in  general,  and  preferve 
many  hundreds  of  their  trade  from  ftarving. 
To  which  I  anfwered,  That  it  was  hard  for  any 
man  of  common  fpirit,  to  turn  his  thoughts 
to  fuch  fpeculations,  without  difcovering  a  re- 
fentment  which  people  are  too  delicate  to  bear. 
For  I  will  not  deny  to  your  Grace,  that  I  cannot 
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reflect  on  the  fingular  condition  of  this  xrountry, 
different  from  all  others  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  without  fome  emotion,  and  without  often 
examining,  as  I  pafs  the  ftreets,  whether  thofe 
animals  which  come  in  «ny  way,  with  two  legs 
and  human  faces,  clad  and  erect,  be  of  the  fame 
fpecies  with  wirat  I  have  feen  very  like  them  in 
England,  as  to  the  outward  ihape,  but  differing 
in  their  notions,  nature,  and  intellectuals,  more 
than  any  two  kinds  of  brutes  in  a  foreft ;  which 
any  man  of  common  prudence  would  immediate- 
ly difcover,  by  perfuading  them  to  define 'what 
they  mean  by  law,  liberty,  property,  courage, 
reafon,  loyalty,  or  religion. 

One  thing,  my  Lord,  I  am  very  confident  of; 
That  if  God  Almighty,  for  our  fins,  would  moft 
juftly  fend  us  a  peitilence,  whoever  fhould  dare 
to  difcover  his  grief  in  public  for  fuch  a  vifita- 
tion,  would  certainly  be  cenfured  for  difaffection 
to  the  government.  For  I  folcmnly  profefs,  that 
I  do  not  know  one  calamity  we  have  under- 
gone thefe  many  years,  whereof  any  man,  whofc 
opinions  were  not  in  faihion,  dared  to  lament, 
without  being  openly  charged  with  that  imputa- 
tion. And  this  is  the  harder,  becaufe  although 
a  mother,  when  fhe  hath  corrected  her  child, 
may  fometimes  force  it  to  kifs  the  rod,  yet  Ine 
will  never  give  that  power  to  the  foot-boy,  or 
the  fcullion. 

My  Lord,  There  are  two  things  for  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  to  confider :  Firft,  Their  prc- 
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fent  evil  condition  ;  and,  fecondly,  What  can  te 
done  in  fome  degree  to  remedy  it. 

I  fhall  not  enter  into  a  particular  defcription 
of  our  prefent  mifery  :  It  hath  been  already  done 
in  feveral  papers,  and  very  fully  in  one  intitled 
A  Jhsrt  view  of  the  State  of  Ireland.  It  will  be 
enough  to  mention  the  entire  want  of  trade,  the 
navigation-act  executed  with  the  utmoft  rigour, 
the  remiffion  of  a  million  every  year  to  England, 
the  ruinous  importation  of  foreign  luxury  and 
vanity,  the  oppreffion  of  landlords,  ana  difcour- 
agemeat  of  agriculture. 

.  NOY.T  all  thofe  evils  are  without  the  poffibility 
of  a  cure,  except  that  of  importations  ;  and  to 
fence  againft  ruinous  folly,  will  be  always  in  our 
power,  in  fpite  of  the  difcouragements,  morti- 
fications, contempt,  hatred,  and  oppreffion,  we 
labour  under  :  But  our  trade  will  never  mend, 
the  navigation-act  never  be  foftened,  our  ab- 
fentees  never  return,  our  endlefs  foreign  pay- 
ments never  be  leflened,  our  own  landlords 
,  never  be  lefs  exacting. 

All  other  fchemes  for  preferving  this  kingdom 
from  utter  ruin,  are  idle  and  vifionary, — confe- 
quently  drawn  from  wrong  reafbning,  and  from 
general  topics,  which,  for  the  fame  caufes  that 
they  may  be  true  in  all  nations,  are  certainly  falfe 
in  our's;  as.  I  have  told  the  public  often  enough, 
but  with  as  little  effect  as  what  I  fliall  fay  at  pre- 
fent is  likely  to  produce. 
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I  am  weary  of  fo  many  abortive  projects,  for 
the  advancement  of  trade  •,  of  fo  many  ci-ude 
propofals,  in  letters  fent  me  from  unknown 
hands  ;  of  fo  many  contradictory  Speculations, 
about  railing  or  finking  the  value  of  gold  and 
filver :  I  am  not  in  the  leaft:  forry  to  hear  of  the 
great  numbers  going  to  America,  although  very 
much  for  the  caufes  that  drive  them  from  us, 
fince  the  uncontrolled  maxim,  "  That  people  are 
"  the  riches  of  a  nation,"  is  no  maxim  here  un- 
der our  circumftances.  We  have  neither  manu- 
factures to  employ  them  about,  nor  food  to  fup- 
port  them. 

If  a  private  gentleman's  income  be  funk  irre- 
trievably forever  from  a  hundred  pounds  to  fifty, 
and  that  he  hath  no  other  method  to  fupply  the 
deficiency,  I  defire  to  know,  my  Lord,  whether 
fuch  a  perfon  hath  any  other  courfe  to  take,  than 
to  fink  half  his  expences  in  every  article  of  ceco- 
nomy,  to  fave  himlelf  from  ruin  and  a  jail.  Is  not 
this  more  than  doubly  the  cafe  of  Ireland,  where 
the  want  of  money,  the  irretrievable  ruin  of 
trade,  with  the  other  evils  above  mentioned,  and 
many  more  too  well  known  and  felt,  and  teo  nu- 
merous or  invidious  to  relate,  have  been  gradual- 
ly finking  us  for  above  a  dozen  years  paft,  to  a 
degree  that  we  are  at  leaft  by  two-thirds  in  a 
worle  condition  than  was  ever  known  fince  the 
Revolution.  Therefore,  inftead  of  dreams  and 
projects  for  advancing  of  trade,  we  have  nothing 
left  but  to  find  out  fome  expedient  whereby  we 
may  reduce  our  expences  to  our  incomes. 
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Yet  this  procedure,  allowed  fo  neceflary  in  all 
private  families,  and  in  its  own  nature  fo  eafy  to 
be  put  in  practice,  may  meet  with  ftrong  oppofi- 
tion  by  the  cowardly  flavifh  indulgence  of  the 
men,  to  the  intolerable  pride,  arrogance,  vanity, 
and  luxury  of  the  women  ;  who,  ftrictly  adher- 
ing to  the  rules  of  modern  education,  feem  to 
employ  their  whole  ftock  of  invention  in  contriv- 
ing new  arts  of  profufion,  fafter  than  the  moft 
parfimonious  hufband  can  afford  :  And,  to  com- 
pafs  this  work  the  more  effectually,  their  univer- 
fal  maxim  is  to  defpife  and  deteft  every  thing  of 
the  growth  and  manufacture  of  their  own  coun- 
try, and  moft  to  value  whatever  comes  from  the 
very  remoteft  parts  of  the  globe.  And  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  if  the  virtuofi  could  once  find  out  a 
world  in  the  moon,  with  a  paflage  to  it,  our  wo- 
men would  wear  nothing  but  what  came  directly 
from  thence. 

The  prime  coft  of  wine  yearly  imported  to 
Ireland,  is  valued  at  30,000!. ;  and  the  tea  (in- 
cluding coffee  and  chocolate)  at  five  times  that 
fum.  The  lace,  filks,  callicoes,  and  all  other  un- 
iiecefTary  ornaments  for  women,  including  Eng- 
li{h  cloths  and  ftuffs,  added  to  the  former  articles, 
make  up  (to  compute  grofsly)  about  400,000!. 

Now,  if  we  mould  allow  the  30,000!.  wherein 
the  women  have  their  {hare,  and  which  is  all  we 
have  to  comfort  us,  and  deduct  70,000!.  more  for 
over-reaching,  there  would  ftill  remain  300,000!. 
annually  fpent,  for  unwholefome  drugs  and  un- 
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necdTary  finery.  Which  prodigious  fum  would 
be  wholly  faved,  and  many  thoufands  of  our  mi- 
ferable  (hop-keepers  and  manufacturers  comfort- 
ably fupported. 

Let  fpeculative  people  bufy  their  brains  as 
much  as  they  pleafe,  there  is  no  other  way  to 
prevent  this  kingdom  from  finking  for  ever,  than 
by  utterly  renouncing  all  foreign  clrefs  and  luxury. 

It  is  abfolutely  fo  in  fact,  that  every  hufband, 
of  any  fortune  in  the  kingdom,  is  nourifhing  a 
poifonous  devouring  lerpent  in  his  bofom,  with 
all  the  mifchief,  but  with  none  of  its  wifdom. 

If  all  the  women  were  clad  with  the  growth  of 
their  own  country,  they  might  ftill  vie  with  each 
other  in  the  coxirfe  of  foppery,  and  ftill  have 
room  left  to  vie  with  each  other,  and  equally 
fhow  their  wit  and  judgment  in  deciding  upon 
the  variety  of  Irifh  (luffs.  And,  if  they  could 
be  contented  with  their  native  wholefome  flops 
for  breakialt,  we  would  hear  no  more  of  their 
fpleen,  hyftdrics,cholics,  palpitations,  andafthmas. 
They  might  ftill  be  allowed  to  ruin  each  other, 
and  their  huibands  at  play,  becaufe  the  money 
loft  would  only  circulate  among  ourfeives. 

My  Lord,  I  freely  own  it  a  wild  imagination, 
that  any  words  will  cure  the  fottilhnefs  of  men, 
or  the  vanity  of  women  ;  but  the  kingdom  is  in 
a  fair  way  of  producing  the  moft  effectual  reme- 
dy, when  there  will  not  be  money  left  for  the 
common  courfe  of  buying  and  felling  the  very 
neceffaries  of  life  in  our  markets,  unleS  we  abfo- 
U  2  lutely 


(      232      ) 

lutely  change  the  whole  method  of  our  proceed- 
ings. 

The  corporation  of  weavers  in  woollen  and 
filk,  who  have  fo  frequently  offered  propofals 
both  to  your  Grace,  and  to  me,  are  the  hotted 
and  coldeft  generation  of  men  that  I  have  known. 
About  a  month  ago  they  attended  your  Grace, 
xvhen  I  had  the  honour  to  be  with  you,  and  de- 
igned me  the  fame  favour.  They  defired  you 
would  recommend  to  your  clergy,  to  wear  gowns 
of  Irifh  fluffs,  which  might  probably  fpread  the 
example  among  all  their  brethren  in  the  kingdom  j 
and,  perhaps,  among  the  lawyers  and  gentlemen 
of  the  univerfity,  and  among  the  citizens  of  thofe 
corporations  who  appear  in  gowns  on  folemn  oc- 
cailons.  I  then  mentioned  a  kind  of  ftuff,  not 
above  eight-pence  a-yard,  which  I  heard  had  been 
contrived  by  fome  of  the  trade,  and  was  very 
convenient.  I  defired  they  would  prepare  fome 
of  that,  or  any  fort  of  black  ftuff  on  a  certain 
clay,  when  your  Grace  would  appoint  as  many 
clergymen,  as  could  readily  be  found  to  meet  at 
your  palace,  and  there  give  their  opinions ;  and 
that,  your  Grace's  vifitation  approaching,  you 
could  then  have  the  beft  opportunity  of  feeing 
what  could  be  done  in  a  matter  of  fuch  confe- 
quence,  as  they  feemed  to  think,  to  the  woollen 
manufacture.  But  inftead  of  attending,  as  was 
expected,  they  came  to  me  a  fortnight  after  with 
a  new  propofal,  that  fomething  fliould  be  written 
by  an  acceptable  and  able  hand,  to  promote  in 
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general  the  wearing  of  home  manufactures,  and 
their  civilities  would  fix  that  work  upon  me.  I 
aiked  if  they  had  prepared  the  fluffs,  as  they  had 
promifed,  and  your  Grace  expected;  but  they 
had  not  made  the  lead  ftep  in  the  matter,  nor,  as 
it  appears,  thought  of  it  more. 

I  did,  fonie  years  ago,  propofe  to  the  matters 
and  principal  dealers  in  the  home  manufactures 
of  filk  and  wool,  that  they  fliould  meet  together, 
and,  after  mature  confideration,  publilh  adver- 
tifements  to  the.  following  purpofe  : 
.  That,  in  order  to  encourage  the  wearing  of 
Irifli  manufactures  in  filk  and  woollen,  they  gave 
notice  to  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  kingdom, 
That  they,  the  under-flgned,  would  enter  into 
bonds  for  themfelves,  and  for  each  other,  to  fell 
the  feveral  forts  of  fluffs,  cloths,  and  filks,  made 
to  the  beft  perfection  they  were  able,  for  certain 
fixed  prices  ;  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  if  a 
child  were  fent  to  any  of  their  fhops,  the  buyer 
might  be  fecure  of  the  value  and  goodnefs,  and. 
meafure  of  the  ware  :  And  left  this  might  be 
thought  to  look  like  a  monopoly,  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  trade  might  be  admitted,  upon  fuch 
conditions  as  Ihould  be  agreed  on.  Ami  if  any 
perfon  whatever  fliould  complain  that  he  was  ill- 
ufed  in  the  value  and  goodnefs  of  what  he  bought, 
the  matter  Ihould  be  examined  ;  the  perfon  in- 
jured be  fully  fatisfied  by  the  whole  corporation, 
without  delay ;  and  the  difhoneft  feller  be  ftruck 
out  of  the  fociety,  unlefs  it  appeared  evidently 
that  the  failure  proceeded  only  from  miftakc. 

U3  The 


The  mortal  danger  is,  that  if  thefe  dealers 
could  prevail,  by  the  goodnefs  and  cheapnefs  of 
their  cloths  and  fluffs,  to  give  a  turn  to  the 
principal  people  of  Ireland  in  favour  of  their 
goods,  they  would  relapfe  into  the  knavifh  prac- 
tice peculiar  to  this  kingdom,  which  is  apt  to 
run  through  all  trades,  even  fo  low  as  a  common 
ale-feller  j  who,  as  foon  as  he  gets  a  vogue  for 
his  liquor,  and  outfells  his  neighbours,  thinks 
his  credit  will  put  off  the  word  he  can  buy,  till 
his  cuftomers  will  come  no  more.  Thus  I  have 
known  at  London,  in  a  general  mourning,  the 
drapers  dye  black,  all  their  old  damaged  goods, 
and  fell  them  at  double  rates;  then  complain 
and  petition  the  court,  that  they  are  ready  to 
ftarve  by  the  continuance  of  the  mourning. 

Therefore,  I  fay,  thofe  principal  weavers, 
who  would  enter  into  fuch.  a  compact  as  I  have 
mentioned,  muft  give  fufficient  fecurity  againft 
all  fuch  practices  :  For,  if  once  die  women  can 
perfuade  their  hufbands,  that  foreign  goods,  be- 
tides the  finery,  will  be  as  cheap,  and  do  more 
fervice,  our  laft  ftate  will  be  worfe  than  the  firft. 

I  do  not  here  pretend  to  digeft  perfectly  the 
method  by  which  thefe  principal  {hop-keepers 
fliall  proceed  in  fuch  a  propofal ;  but  my  mean- 
ing is  clear  enough,  and  cannot  reafonably  be 
objected  againft* 

We  have  feen  what  a  deft  ructive  lofs  the  king- 
dom received,  by  the  deteftable  fraud  of  the 
merchants,  or  northern  linens-weavers,  or  both  ; 


notwithstanding  all  the  care  of  the  governors 
at  that  board,  when  we  had  an  offer  of  com- 
merce with  the  Spaniards  for  our  linen,  to  the 
value,  as  I  am  told,  of  300,000!.  a-year.  But, 
while  we  deal  like  pedlars,  we  (hall  praclife  like 
pedlars,  and  facrifice  all  honefty  to  the  prefeut 
urging  advantage. 

What  I  have  faid  may  ferve  as  an  anfwer  to 
the  defire  made  me  by  the  corporation  of  wea- 
vers, that  I  would  offer  my  notions  to  the  pu- 
blic. As  to  any  thing  further,  let  them  apply 
themfelves  to  the  parliament  in  their  next  feffion. 
Let  them  prevail  on  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to 
grant  one  very  reafonable  requeft ;  and  I  {hall 
think  there  is  ftill  fome  fpirit  left  in  the  nation, 
when  I  read  a  vote  to  this  purpofe  :  Refolved, 
nemine  contradicentet  That  this  Houfe  will,  for 
the  future,  wear  no  cloths  but  fuch  as  are  made 
of  Irifh  growth,  or  of  Irifh  manufacture,  nor 
will  permit  their  wives  or  children  to  wear  any 
other  :  And  that  they  will,  to  the  utmoft,  en- 
deavour to  prevail  with  their  friends,  relations, 
dependents,  and  tenants  to  follow  their  example. 
And  if,  at  the  fame  time,  they  could  banifli 
tea,  arid  coffee,  and  china-ware  out  of  their  fa- 
milies, and  force  their  wives  to  chat  their  fcan- 
dal  over  an  infufion  of  fage,  or  other  wholefome 
domeftic  vegetables,  we  might  poffibly  be  able 
to  fubfift,  and  pay  our  abfentees,  penfioners, 
generals,  civil  officers,  appeals,  colliers,  tempo- 
rary travellers,  ftudents,  fchool-boys,  fplenetic 
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Tifitors  of  Bath,  Tunbridge,  and  Epfotn,  with 
all  other  fmaller  drains,  by  fending  our  crude 
unwrought  goods  to  England,  and  receiving 
from  thence,  and  all  other  countries,  nothing 
but  what  is  fully  manufactured,  and  keep  a 
few  potatoes  and  oat-meal  for  our  own  fubfift- 
ence. 

I  have  been,  for  a  dozen  years  paft,  wifely 
•prognosticating  the  prefent  condition  of  this 
kingdom  •,  which  any  human  creature,  of  com- 
mon fenfe,  would  foretell,  with  as  little  fagacity 
as  myfelf.  My  meaning  is,  that  a  consumptive 
body  muft  needs  die,  which  hath  fpent  all  its 
fpirits,  and  received  no  nourifhmenr.  Yet  I  am 
often  tempted  to  pity,  when  I  hear  the  poor 
farmer  and  cottager  lamenting  the  hardnefs  of 
the  times,  and  imputing  them  either  to  one  or 
two  ill  feafons,  which  better  climates  than  our's 
are  more  expofed  to  •,  or  to  fcarcity  of  filyer, 
which  to  a  nation  of  liberty,  would  only  be  a 
flight  and  temporary  inconvenience,  to  be  re- 
moved at  a  month's  warning. 
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TO      SEVERAL 

LETTERS  from  unknown  PERSONS. 

Written  in  the  year  1729. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  AM  inclined  to  think,  that  I  received  a  letter 
from  you  two  *  laft  Summer,  directed  to 
Dublin,  while  I  was  in  the  country,  whither  it 
was  fent  me,  and  I  ordered  an  anfwer  to  it  to 
be  printed  ;  but  it  feems  it  had  little  effect, 
and  I  fuppofe  this  will  not  have  much  more. 
But  the  heart  of  this  people  is  waxed  grofs,  and 
their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  eyes 
they  have  clofed.  And,  Gentlemen,  I  am  to 
tell  you  another  thing  :  That  the  world  is  too 
regardlefs  of  what  we  write  for  the  public  good  : 
That,  after  we  have  delivered  our  thoughts,  with- 
out any  profpect  of  advantage  or  of  reputation, 
which  letter  is  not  to  be  had  but  by  fubfcribing 
our  names,  we  cannot  prevail  upon  a  printer  to 
be  at  the  charge  of  fending  it  into  the  world, 
unlefs  we  will  be  at  all,  or  half  the  expence  : 

And 
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And  although  we  are  willing  enough  to  beftow 
our  labours,  we  think  it  unreafonable  to  be  out 
of  pocket ;  becaufe  it  probably  may  not  coa- 
fift  with  the  fituation  of  our  affairs. 

I  do  very  much  approve  your  good  intentions, 
and,  in  a  great  meafure,  your  manner  of  declar- 
ing them  ;  and  I  do  imagine  you  intended,  that 
the  world  fliould  not  only  know  your  fentiments, 
but  my  anfwer,  which  I  mall  impartially  give. 

That  great  Prelate,  in  whofe  cover  you  direct- 
ed your  letter,  fent  it  to  me  this  morning ;  and 
I  begin  my  anfwer  to-night,  not  knowing  what 
interruption  I  may  meet  with. 

I  have  ordered  your  letter  to  be  printed,  as  it 
ought  to  be  along  with  my  an  Aver ;  becaufe,  I 
•conceive,  it  will  be  more  acceptable  and  inform- 
ing to  the  kingdom. 

I  fhall  therefore  now  go  on  to  anfwer  your  let- 
ter, in  all  manner  of  fincerity. 

Although  your  letter  be  directed  to  me,  yet  I 
take  myfelf  to  be  only  an  imaginary  perfon.  For 
although  I  conjecture  I  had  formerly  one  from 
you,  yet  I  never  anfwered  it  otherwife  than  in 
print ;  neither  was  I  at  a  lofs  to  know  the  rea- 
ibns  why  fo  many  people  of  this  kingdom  were 
tranfporting  themfelves  to  America.  And  if 
this  encouragement  were  owing  to  a  pamphlet 
written,  giving  an  account  of  the  country  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  tempt  people  to  go  thither  j  I  do 
declare,  that  thofe  who  were  tempted,  by  fuch 
a  narrative,  to  fuch  a  journey,  were  fools,  and 
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the  author  a  raoft  impudent  knave  ;  at  leaft,  if  it 
be  the  fame  pamphlet  I  law  when  it  firft  came 
out,  which  is  above  twenty-five  years  ago,  dedi- 
cated to  William  Penn,  (whom,  by  a  miftake, 
you  call  Sir  William  Penn),  and  ftyling  him,  by 
authority  of  the  Scripture,  Mod  Noble  Gover- 
nor. For  I  was  very  well  acquainted  with  Penn, 
and  did,  fome  years  after,  talk  with  him  upon 
that  pamphlet,  and  the  impudence  of  the  author, 
who  fpoke  fo  many  things  in  praife  of  the  foil 
and  climate,  which  Penn  himfelf  did  abfolutely 
contradict.  For  he  did  aflure  me,  that  this 
country  wanted  the  fhelter  of  mountains,  which 
left  it  open  to  the  northern  winds  from  Hud- 
fon's  Bay  and  the  Frozen  Sea,  which  deftroyed 
all  plantations  of  trees,  and  was  even  pernicious 
to  all  common  vegetables.  But,  indeed,  New- 
York,  Virginia,  and  other  parts  lefs  northward, 
or  more  defended  by  mountains,  are  defcribed 
as  excellent  countries  :  But  upon  what  condi- 
tions of  advantage  foreigners  go  thither,  I  am, 
yet  to  feck. 

What  evils  our"  people  avoid  by  running  from 
hence,  is  eafier  to  be  determined.  They  con- 
ceive themfelves  to  live  under  the  tyranny  of 
moft  cruel  exacting  landlords,  who  have  no  view 
further  than  encreafing  their  rent-rolls.  Second- 
ly, You  complain  of  the  want  of  trade,  whereof 
you  feem  not  to  know  the  reafon.  Thirdly, 
You  lament  moft  juftly  the  money  fpent  by  ab- 
fentces  in  England.  Fourthly,  You  complain 
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that  your  linen  manufacture  declines.  Fifthly, 
That  your  tythe-collectors  opprefs  you.  Sixthly, 
That  your  children  have  no  hopes  of  perferment 
in  the  church,  the  revenue,  or  the  army  j  to 
which  you  might  have  added  the  law,  and  all 
civil  employments  whatfoever.  Seventhly,  You 
are  undone  for  want  of  illver,  and  want  all  other 
money. 

I  could  eafily  add  fome  other  motives,  which 
to  men  of  fpirit,  who  defire  and  expect,  and 
think  they  deferve  the  common  privileges  of 
human  nature,  would  be  of  more  force  than  any 
you  have  yet  named,  to  drive  them  out  of  this 
kingdom.  But  as  thefe  fpeculations  may  proba- 
bly not  much  affect  the  brains  of  your  'people, 
I  {hall  chufe  to  let  them  pafs  unmentioned.  Yet 
I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  my  very  good  and 
virtuous  friend,  his  excellency  Burnet,  (0  JHjt 
nee  tali  indigne  parente  ! )  hath  not  hitherto  been 
able  to  perfuade  his  vafials,  by  his  oratory  in  the 
ftyle  of  a  command,  to  fettle  a  revenue  on  his 
Vice-Royal  perfon.  I  have  been  likewife  aflured, 
that  in  one  of  thofe  colonies  on  the  Continent, 
which  nature  hath  fo  far  favoured,  as  (by  the 
induftry  of  the  inhabitants)  to  produce  a  great 
quantity  of  excellent  rice  ;  the  ftubbornnefs  of 
the  people,  who  having  been  told  that  the  world 
was  wide,  took  it  into  their  heads  that  they 
might  fell  their  own  rice  at  whatever  foreign 
market  they  pleafed,  and  feem  by  their  practice 
very  unwilling  to  quit  that  opinion. 

i  But 


But  to  return  to  my  fubjeft  :  I  muft  cdnfefs  to 
you  both,  that,  if  one  reafon  of  your  people's 
deferring  us,  be  the  defpair  of  things  growing 
better  in  their  own  country,  I  have  not  one  fyl- 
lable  to  anfwer  5  becaufe  that  would  be  to  hope 
for  what  is  impoffible  ;  and  fo  I  have  been  tell- 
ing the  public  thefe  ten  years.  For  there  are 
three  erents  which  muft  precede  any  fuch  blef- 
fing :  Firft,  A  liberty  of  trade ;  fecondly,  A 
ihare  of  preferments  in  all  kinds,  equal  to  the 
Britifli  natives ;  and,  thirdly,  A  return  of  thofe 
abfentees,  who  take  away  almoft  one  half  of  the 
kingdom's  revenue.  As  to  the  firft  and  fecond, 
there  is  nothing  left  us  but  defpair  ;  and,  for  the 
third,  ir  will  never  happen  till  the  kingdom  hath 
no  money  to  fend  them,  for  which,  in  my  own 
'particular,  I  fhould  not  be  forry. 

The  exaction  of  landlords  hath  indeed  been  a 
grievance  of  above  twenty  years  ftanding.  But, 
as  to  what  you  objeft  about  the  fevere  claufes 
relating  to  improvement,  the  fault  lies  wholly  on 
•the  other  fide  :  For  the  landlords,  either  by  their 
ignorance  or  greed inefs  of  making  large  rent- 
rolls,  have  performed  this  matter  fo  ill,  as  we 
fee,  by  experience,  that  there  5s  not  one  tenant 
in  five  hundred  who  hath  made  any  improvement 
worth  mentioning.  For  which  I  appeal  to  any 
man  who  rides  through  the  kingdom,  where 
little  is  to  be  found  among  the  tenants  but  beg- 
gary and  defolation  ;  the  cabbins  of  the  Scotch 
themfelves,  in  Ulftcr,  being  as  dirty  and  mifer- 
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able  as  thofe  of  the  wildeft  Irifh.  Whereas 
good  firm  penal  claufes  for  improvement,  with 
a  tolerable  eafy  rent,  and  a  reafonable  period  of 
time,  would,  in  twenty  years,  have  encreafed 
the  rents  of  Ireland  at  leaft  a  third  part  in  the 
intriniic  value. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  fpeak  with  fome  decency 
of  the  clergy,  and  to  impute  the  exactions  you 
lament  to  the  managers  or  farmers  of  the  tythes. 
But  you  entirely  miftake  the  faft  :  For  I  defy  the 
moft  wicked  and  moll  powerful  clergyman  in  the 
kingdom,  to  opprefs  the  meaneft  farmer  in  the 
parifh  ;  and  I  defy  the  fame  clergyman  to  prevent 
himfelf  from  being  cheated  by  the  fame  farmer, 
whenever  the  farmer  ihall  be  difpofed  to  be 
knavifh  or  peevifh.  For  although  the  Ulfter 
tything-teller  is  more  advantageous  to  the  clergy 
than  any  other  in  the  kingdom,  yet  the  minifter 
can  demand  no  more  than  his  tenth  ;  and  where 
the  corn  much  exceeds  the  final  1  tythes,  as,  ex- 
cept in  fome  diftri&s,  I  am  told  it  always  doth, 
he  is  at  the  mercy  of  every  ftubborn  farmer, 
especially  of  thofe  whofe  feet  as  well  as  intereft 
incline  them  to  oppofition.  However,  I  take 
it  that  your  people,  bent  for  America,  do  not 
fhew  the  beft  part  of  their  prudence  in  making 
this  one  part  of  their  complaint :  Yet  they  are  fo 
far  wife  as'  not  to  make  the  payment  of  tythes  a 
fcruple  of  confcience,  which  is  too  grofs  for  any 
Proteftant  diflenter,  except  a  Quaker,  to  pretend. 
.But,  do. your  people  indeed  think,  that  if  tythes 
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were  iboliihsd,  or  delivered  into  the  hands  o£ 
the  landlord  after  the  blefled  manner  in  the 
Scotch  fpiritual  osconomy,  that  the  tenant  would 
ih  eafier  in  his  rent  under  the  fame  perfon,  who 
muft  be  lord  of  the  foil  and  of  the  tythe  toge- 
ther ? 

I  am  ready  enough  to  grant,  that  the  oppref- 
lion  of  landlords,  the  utter  ruin  of  trade,  with  its 
necefiary  confequence — the  want  of  money,  half 
the  revenues  of  the  kingdom  fpent  abroad, 
the  continued  dearth  of  three  years,  and  the 
ftrong  delufion  in  your  people  by  falfe  allure- 
ment from  America,  may  be  the  chief  motives 
of  their  eagcrnefs  after  fuch  an  expedition.  But 
there  is  likewile  another  temptation,  which  is  not 
of  inconfiderable  weight ;  which  is,  their  itch  of 
Hving  in  a  country  where  their  fe<ft  is  predomi- 
nant, and  where  their  eyes  and  confciences  will 
not  be  offended  by  the  ftumbUng-block  of  cere- 
monies, habits,  and  fuiritual  titles. 

But  I  was  furprized  to  find,  that  thofe  calami- 
ties, whereof  we  are  innocent,  have  been  fufficient 
to  drive  many  families  out  of  their  country,  who 
had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  oppreilive  land- 
lords. For,  while  I  was  laft  year  in  the  northern 
parts,  a  perfon  of  quality,  whofe  eltate  was  let 
above  twenty  years  ago,  and  then  at  a  very  rea- 
fonable  renr,  fome  for  leafes  of  Ihres,  and  fome 
perpetuities,  did,  in  a  few  months,  purchafe  ele- 
ven of  thofe  leafes  at  a  very  inconiiderable  price, 
although  they  were  two  years  ago  reckoned  to 
pay  but  half  value.  From  whence  it  is  manifefr, 
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that  our  prefent  miferable  condition,  and  the  dif- 
mal  profpect  of  worfe,  with  other  reafons  above 
affigned,  are  fufficient  to  put  men  upon  trying 
this  defperate  experiment  of  changing  the  fcene 
they  are  in,  although  landlords  fhould,  by  a  mi- 
racle, become  lefs  inhuman. 

There  is  hardly  a  fcheme  propofed  for  improv- 
ing the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  which  doth  not 
manifeftly  fhew  the  fhipidity  and  ignorance  of 
the  propofer :  And  I  laugh  with  contempt  at 
thofe  weak  wife  heads,  who  proceed  upon  gene- 
ral maxims,  or  advife  us  to  follow  the  examples 
of  Holland  and  England.  Thefe  empirics  talk 
by  rote,  without  underftanding  the  conftitution 
of  the  kingdom  ;  as  if  a  phyfician,  knowing  that 
exercife  contributed  much  to  health,  fhould  pre- 
fer"^ to  his  patient  under  a  fevere  fit  of  the 
gout,  to  walk  ten  miles  every  morning.  The  di- 
rections for  Ireland  are  very  fhort  and  plain  :  To 
encourage  agriculture  and  home  confumption, 
and  utterly  difcard  all  importations  which  are  not 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  health  or  life.  And  how 
few  neceiTaries,  conveniencies,  or  even  comforts 
of  life,  are  denied  us  by  nature,  or  not  to  be  at- 
tained by  labour  and  induftry  ?  Are  thofe  deteft- 
able  extravagancies  of  Flanders  lace,  Englifh 
cloths  made  of  our  own  wool,  and  other  goods, 
Italian  or  Indian  filks,  tea,  coffee,  chocolate, 
China  ware,  and  that  profufion  of  wines,  by  the 
knavery  of  merchants  growing  dearer  every  fea- 
fon,  with  a  hundred  unneceiTary  fopperies,  bet- 
ter known  to  others  than  me  :  Are  thefe,  I  fay, 
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fit,  for  us,  any  more  than  for  the  beggar  who  • 
could  riot  eat  his  veal  without  oranges  ?  Is  it  not 
the  higheft  indignity  to  human  nature,  that  men 
ihould  be  fuch  poltrons  as  to  fuffer  the  kingdom 
and  themfelves  to  be  undone,  by  the  vanity,  the 
folly,  the  pride,  and  wantonnefs  of  their  wives  ; 
who,  under  their  prefent  corruptions,  feem  to  be 
a  kind  of  animal,  fuffered,  for  our  fins,  to  be 
fcnt  into  the  world  for 'the  deftruction  of  fami- 
lies, focieties>  and  kingdoms,  and  whofe  whole 
ftucly  feems  directed  to  be  as  expenfive  as  they 
poffibly  can  in  every  ufelefs  article  of  living  ;  who, 
by  long  practice,  can  reconcile  the  moft  perni- 
cious foreign  drugs  to  their  health  and  pleafure, 
provided  they  are  but  expenfive,  as  darlings 
grow  fat  with  henbane  ;  who  contract  a  robuil- 
nefs,  by  mere  practice  of  floth  and  luxury  ;  who 
can  play  deep  feveral  hours  after  midnight,  fleep 
beyond  noon, .  revel  upon  Indian  poifons,  and 
fpend  the  revenue  of  a  moderate  family,  to  adorn. 
ft  naufeous,  unwholcfome  living  carcafe  ?  Let 
thole  fevsr,  who  are  not  concerned  in  any  part  of 
this  accufation,  fuppofe  it  unfaid  ;  let  the  reft 
take  it  among  them.  Gracious  God  !  in  his 
mercy,  look  down  upon  a  nation  fo  fhamtnilly 
befotted. 

If  I  am  pdfiened  of  an  hundred  pounds  a-year, 
and  by  fome  misfortune  it  finks  to  fi-fty,  without 
a  poffibility  of  ever  being  retrieved,  Does  it  re- 
main a  queftion,  in  fuch  an  exigency,  what  I  am 
to  do  ?  Muft  not  I  retrench  one  half  in  every 
article  of  expence  ?  or  retire  to  fome  cheap, 
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diftant  part  of  the  country,  where  neccffaries  arc 
at  half  value  ? 

Is  there  any  mortal  who  can  {hew  me,  under 
the  circumflances  we  (land  with  our  neighbours, 
under  their  inclinations  towards  us,  under  ^aws 
never  to  be  repealed,  under  the  defolation  caufed 
by  abfentees,  under  many  other  circumftances 
not  to  be  mentioned,  that  this  kingdom  can  ever 
be  a  nation  of  trade,  or  fubfift  by  any  other  me- 
thod, than  that  of  a  reduced  family,  by  the  ut- 
moft  parfimony,  in  the  manner  I  have  already 
prefcribed  ? 

I  am  tired  with  letters  from  many  unreafon- 
able  well-meaning  people,  who  are  daily  preffing 
me  to  deliver  my  thoughts  in  this  deplorable 
juncture  ;  which,  upon  many  others,  I  have  fo 
often  done  in  vain.  What  will  it  import,  that 
half  a  fcore  people,  in  a  coffee -houfe,  may  hap- 
pen to  read  this  paper,  and  even  the  majority  of 
thofe  few  differ  in  every  fentiment  from  me  ?  If 
the  farmer  be  not  allowed  to  fow  his  corn  ;  if 
half  the  little  money  among  us  be  fent  to  pay 
rents  to  Irifh  abfentees,  and  the  reft  for  foreign 
luxury,  and  drefs  for  the  women  ;  What  will  our 
charitable  difpofitions  avail,  when  there  is  no- 
thing left  to  be  given  ?  when,  contrary  to  all 
cuftom  and  example,  all  neceifaries  ef  life  are  fo 
exorbitant, — when  money  of  all  kinds  was  neve? 
known  to  be  fo  fcarce  ?  So  that  gentlemen  of  no 
contemptible  eftates,  are  forced  to  retrench  in  eve- 
ry article  (except  what  relates  to  their  wives)  with- 
out being  able  to  £hew  any  bounty  to  the  poor. 
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SEVERAL     LETTERS, 
SENT  ME  FROM  UNKNOWN  HANDS. 

Written  in   1729. 


I  AM  very  well  pleafed  with  the  good  opinion 
you  exprefs  of  me,  and  wifh  it  were  any 
way  in  my  power  to  anfwer  your  expectations, 
for  the  fervice  of  my  country.  I  have  carefully 
read  your  feveral  fchemes  and  propofals,  which 
you  think  fhould  be  offered  to  the  parliament. 
I  anfwer,  I  will  afTure  you,  that,  in  another 
place,  I  have  known  very  good  propofals  reject- 
ed with  contempt  by  public  afiembiies,  merely 
becaufe  they  were  offered  from  without  doors  ; 
and  your's  perhaps  might  have  the  fame  fate,  ek 
pecially  if  handed  into  the  public  by.  me,  who 
am  not  acquainted-  with  three  members,  nor 
have  the  leaft  intereft  with  one.  My  printers 
have  been  twice  profecuted,  to  my  great  expence, 
on  account  of  difcourfes  I  writ  for  the  public 
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fervice,  without  the  leaffc  reflection  on  parries  orr 
perfons  ;  and  the  fuccefs  I  had  in  thofe  of  the 
Drapier,  was  not  owing  to  my  abilities,  but  to  a 
lucky  juncture,  when  the  fuel  was  ready  for 
the  firft  hand  that  would  be  at  the  pains  of  kind- 
ling it.  It  is  true,  both  thofe  envenomed  perfe- 
cutions  were  the  workmanfhip  of  a  judge,  who 
is  now  gone  to  his  own  place  *.  But,  let  that 
be  as  it  will,  I  am  determined  henceforth  never 
to  be  the  inftrument  of  leaving  an  innocent  man- 
at  the  mercy  of  that  bench. 

It  is  certain,  there  are  feveral  particulars  re- 
lating to  this  kingdom,  (I  have  mentioned  a  few 
of  them  in  one  of  my  Drapier's  letters)  which  i,t 
were  heartily  to  be  wiflhed  that  the  Parliament 
would  take  under  their  confideration,  fuch  as 
trill  noways  interfere  with  England,  otherwife. 
than  to  its  advantage. 

The  firft  I  (hall  mention,  is  touched  at  in  a 
letter  which  I- received  from  one  of  you,  Gentle- 
toen,  about  the  highways  ;  which,  indeed,  are 
almoft  everywhere  fcandalouily  neglected.  I 
know  a  very  rich  man  in  this  city,  a  true  lover 
and  faver  of  his  money,  who  being  pofTefled  of 
fome  adjacent  lands,  hath  been  at  great  charge 
in  repairing  effectuaily  the  roads  that  lead  to 
them;  ami  hath  afiured  m.e,  that  his  lands  are 
thereby  advanced  four  or  'five  {hillings  an  acre, 
by  which  he  gets  treble  intereft.  But,  generally 
fpeakiug,  all  over  the  kingdom,  the  roads  are 
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deplorable  ;  and,  what  is  more  particularly  bar- 
barous, there  is  no  ibrt  of  provifion  made  for 
travellers  on  foot ;  no,  not  near  this  city,  ex- 
cept  in  a  very  few  places,  and  in  a  moft  wretched 
manner  :  Whereas  the  Englifh  are  fo  particular- 
ly careful  in  this  point,  that  you  may  travel 
there  an  hundred  miles,  with  lefs  inconvenience 
than  one  mile  here.  But,  fince  this  may  be 
thought  too  great  a  reformation,  I  fhall  only 
fpeak  of  roads  for  horfes,  carnages,  and  cattle. 

Ireland  is,  I  think,  computed  to  be  one  third 
fmaller  than  England  j  yet  by  fome  natural  dif- 
advantages,  it  would  not  bear  quite  the  fame 
proportion  in  value,  with  the  fame  encourage- 
ment. However,  it  hath  fo  happened  for  ma- 
ny years  paft,  that  it  never  arrived  to  above  one- 
eleventh  part  in  point  of  riches ;  and,  of  late, 
by  the  continual  decreafe  of  trade,  and  increafe 
of  abfentees,  with  other  circumftances  not  here 
to  be  mentioned,  hardly  to  a  fifteenth  part  ;  at 
leaft,  if  my  calculations  be  right,  which  I  doubt 
are  a  little  too  favourable  on  our  fide. 

Now,  fuppofing  day-labour  to  be  cheaper  by 
one-half  here  than  in  England,  and  our  roads, 
by  the  nature  of  our  carriages,  and  the  defla- 
tion of  our  country,  to  be  not  worn  and  beaten 
above  one-eighth  part  fo  much  as  thofe  of  Eng- 
land, which  is  a  very  moderate  computation  ;  I 
do  not  fee  why  the  mending  of  them  would  be  a 
greater  burthen  to  this  kingdom  than  to  that. 

There  have  been,  I  believe,  twenty  acts  of 
parliament,  in  fix  or  feven  years  of  the  late 
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King  *,  for  mending  long  trails  of  impaiTablc 
ways  in  ieveral  counties  of  England,  by  erecting 
turnpikes,  and  receiving  pafiage-money  in  a 
manner  that  every  body  knows.  If  what  I  have 
advanced  be  true,  it  would  be  hard  to  give  a 
reafon  againft  the  fame  practice  here,  fince  the 
neceffity  is  as  great,  the  advantage  in  proportion 
perhaps  much  greater,  the  materials  of  ftone 
and  gravel  as  eafy  to  be  found,  and  the  work- 
manfhip  at  leaft  twice  as  cheap.  Befides,  the 
work  may  be  done  gradually,  with  allowances 
for  the  poverty  of  the  nation,  by  fo  many  perch 
a-year  ;  but  with  a  fpecial  care  to  encourage  fkiil 
and  diligence,  and  to  prevent  fraud  in  the  un- 
dertakers, to  which  we  are  too  liable,  and  which, 
are  not  always  confined  to  thofe  of  the  meaner 
fort :  But  againft  thefe,  no  doubt,  the  wifdora, 
of  the  nation  may  and  will  provide. 

Another  evil,  which,  in  my  opinion,  deferves 
the  public  care,  is  the  ill  management  of  the 
bogs,  the  neglect  whereof  is  a  much  greater  mif- 
chief  to  this  kingdom,  than  moft  people  feem  to 
be  aware  of. 

It  is  allowed,  indeed,  by  thofe  who  are  efteem- 
ed  moft  ikilful  in  fuch  matters,  that  the  red 
fwelling  tnoffy  bog,  whereof  we  have  fo  many 
large  tracts  in  this  ifland,  is  not  by  any  means  to 
be  fully  reduced  ;  but  the  fkirts,  which  are  co- 
hered with  a  green  coat,  ealily  may,  being  not 
an  accretion,  or  annual  growth  of  mofs,  like 
the  other. 
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Now  the  landlords  are  generally  Ib  carelefs, 
that  they  fuffer  their  tenants  to  cut  their  turf  in 
thefe  fkirts,  as  well  as  the  bog  adjoined,  whereby 
there  is  yearly  loft  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
land  throughout  the  kingdom,  never  to  be  re- 
covered. 

J3ut  this  is  not  the  greateft  part  of  the  mif- 
chief :  For  the  main  bog,  although  perhaps  not 
reducible  to  natural  foil,  yet,  by  continuing  large, 
deep,  ftraight  canals  through  the  middle,  clean- 
fed  at  proper  times,  as  low  as  the  channel  or 
gravel,  would  become  a  fecure  fummer  pafture  ; 
the  margins  might,  with  great  profit  and  orna- 
ment, be  filled  with  quickens,  birch,  and  other 
trees  proper  for  fuch  a  foil,  and  the  canals  be 
convenient  for  water-carriage,  of  the  turf,  which 
is  now  drawn  upon  fled-cars,  with  great  expence, 
difficulty,  and  lofs  of  time,  by  reafon  of  the  ma- 
ny turf-pits  fcattered  irregularly  through  the  bog, 
wherein  great  numbers  of  cattle  are  yearly  drown- 
ed. And  it  hath  been,  I  confefs,  to  me  a  mat- 
ter of  the  greateft  vexation  as  well  as  wonder,  to 
think  how  any  landlord  could  be  fo  abfurd  as  to 
fuffer  fuch  havock  to  be  made. 

All  the  acts  for  encouraging  plantations  of  fo- 
reft-trees,  are,  I  am  told,  extremely  defective  ; 
which,  with  great  fubmifilon,  muft  have  been 
owing  to  a  defect  of  (kill  in  the  contrivers  of 
them.  In  this  climate,  by  the  continual  blow- 
ing of  the  "Weft-fouth-weft  wind,  hardly  any 
tree  of  value  will  come  to  perfection  that  is  not 
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planted  in  groves,  except  very  rarely,  and  where 
there  is  much  land-lhelter.  I  have  not,  indeed, 
read  all  the  acts ;  but,  from  enquiry,  I  cannot 
learn  that  the  planting  in  groves  is  enjoined. 
And,  as  to  the  effects  of  thefe  laws,  I  have  not 
feen  the  leaft,  in  many  hundred  miles  riding,  ex- 
cept about  a  very  few  gentlemen's  houfes,  and 
even  thofe  with  very  little  fkill  or  fuccefs.  In  all 
the  reft,  the  hedges  generally  mifcarry,  as  well 
as  the  larger  flender  twigs,  planted  upon  the 
tops  of  ditches,  merely  for  want  of  common 
ikill  and  care. 

1  do  not  believe  that  a  greater  and  quicker 
profit  could  be  made,  than  by  planting  large 
groves  of  afli,  within  a  few  feet  afunder,  which 
in  feven  years  would  make  the  beft  kind  of  hop- 
poles,  and  .grow  in  the  fame,  or  lefs-times  to  a 
fecond  crop  from  their  roots. 

It  would  likewife  be  of  great  ufe  and  beauty  in 
our  defart  fcenes,  to  oblige  all  tenants  and  cot- 
tagers to  plant  afli  or  elm  before  their  cabbins, 
and  round  their  potatoe-gardens,  where  c;ittle 
•either  do  not,  or  ought  not  to  come  to  deftroy 
them. 

The  common  objections  againft  all  this,  drawn 
from  the  lazinefs,  the  perverfenefs,  or  thievifla 
difpofition  of  the  poor  native  Irifh,  might  be 
eafily  anfvrered,  by  Shewing  the  true  reafom  for 
fuch  accufations,  and  how  eafily  thofe  people 
.may  be  brought  to  a  lefs  favage  manner  of  life: 
But  my  printers  have  already  fuffered  too  much 
i  for 


fer  my  fpeculations.  However,  fuppofing  th€ 
fize  of  a  native's  underftanding  juft  equal  to  that 
of  a  dog  or  horfe,  I  have  often  feen  thofe  two 
animals  to  be  civilized  by  rewards,  at  leaft  as 
much  as  by  punHhments. 

It  would  be  a  noble  achievement  to  abolifh 
the  Irifti  language  in  this  kingdom,  fo  far  at 
leaft  as  to  oblige  all  the  natives  to  fpeak  only 
Englifh  on  every  occafion  of  bufinefs,  in  {hops, 
markets,  fairs,  and  other  places  of  dealing  :  Yet 
I  am  wholly  deceived,  if  this  might  not  be  effec- 
tually done  in  lefs  than  half  an  age,  and  at  a 
ry  trifling  expence  ;  for  fuch  I  look  upon  a  tax 
to  be,  of  only  fix  thoufand  pounds  a-year,  to 
accomplifh  fo  great  a  work.  This  would,  in  a 
great  meafure,  civilize  the  moft  barbarous  among 
them,  reconcile  them  to  our  cuftoms  and  man- 
ner of  living,  and  reduce  great  numbers  to  the 
national  religion,  whatever  kind  may  then  hap- 
pen to  be  eftablifhed.  The  method  is  plain  and 
fimple  ;  and  although  I  am  too  defponding  to 
produce  it,  yet  I  could  heartily  wifh  fome  pu- 
blic thoughts  were  employed  to  reduce  this  un- 
cultivated people,  from  that  idle,  favage,  beaftly, 
-thievifh  manner  of  life,  in  which  they  continue 
funk  to  a  degree,  that  it  is  almoft  impoflible  for 
a  country  gentleman  to  find  a  fervant  of  human 
capacity,  or  the  leaft  tincture  of  natural  honefty  ; 
or  who  does  not  livd  among  his  own  tenants,  in 
continual  fear  of  having  his  plantation  deftroyed, 
his  cattle  ftolen,  and  his  goods  pilfered. 

VOL.  XI.  Y  The 


The  love,  aftedlion,  or  vanity  of  living  in 
England,  continuing  to  carry  thither  fo  many 
wealthy  families ;  the  confequences  thereof,  toge- 
ther with  the  utter  iofs  of  all  trade,  except  what 
is  detrimental,  which  hath,  forced  fuch  great 
numbers  of  weavers  and  others  to  feek  their 
bread  in  foreign  countries ;  the  unhappy  prac- 
tice cf  flocking  fuch  vaft  quantities  of  land  with 
llieep  and  other  cattle,  which  reduccth  twenty- 
families  to  one  :  Thefe  events,  I  fay,  have  ex- 
ceedingly depopulated  this  kingdom  for  feveral 
years  paft.  I  iliouid  heartily  wifh,  therefore, 
under  this  miferable  dearth  of  money,  that  thofe 
who  are  mofl  concerned  would  think  it  advife- 
able  to  lave  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a-year, 
•which  is  now  fent  out  of  this  kingdom  to  feed 
us  v/ith  corn.  There  is  not  an  older  or  more 
uncontroverted  maxim  in  politics  of  all  wife  na- 
tions, than  that  of  encouraging  agriculture. 
And,  therefore,  to  what  kind  of  wifdom  a  prac- 
tice fo  dire&ly  contrary  among  us  may  be  redu- 
ced, 1  am  by  no  means  a  judge.  If  hbour  and 
people  make  the  true  riches  of  a  nation,  what 
muft  be  the  illlie  where  one  part  of  the  people 
are  forced  away,  and  the  other  part  have  no- 
thing to  do  ? 

If  it  fliould  be  thought  proper  by  wifer  heads, 
that  his  Majefty  might  be  applied  to  in  a  national 
way,  for  giving  the  kingdom  leave  to  coin  half- 
pence for  its  own  ufe  ;  I  believe  no  good  fubjeft 
will  be  under  the  leaft  apprehenfion,  that  fuch  a 
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requeft  could  meet  with  refufal,  or  the  leaft  de- 
lay. Perhaps  we  are  the  only  kingdom  upon 
earth,  or  that  ever  was  or  will  be  upon  earth, 
tvhich  did  not  enjoy  that  common  right  of  civil 
Society,  under  the  proper  infpeftion  of  its  prince, 
or  legiflature,  to  coin  money  of  all  ufual  metals 
for  its  own  occafions.  Every  petty  prince  in 
Germany,  vaflal  to  th'e  Emperor,  enjoys  this 
privilege.  And  I  have  feen  in  this  kingdom,  fe- 
veral  Giver  pieces,  with  the  infcription  of  Civitas 
i  tfrogbeetagk,  and  Dth^r  towns. 


Yc  SUB- 
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SUBSTANCE  of  what  was  laid  by  the 
DEAN  of  St  PATRICK'S,  to  the  LORD 
MAYOR,  and  forae  of  the  ALDERMEN, 
when  his  Lordfhip  came  to  prefent  the 
faid  DEAN  with  his  Freedom  in  a  gold 
box. 


WHEN  his  Lordfhip  had  faid  a  few  words, 
and  prefented  the  inftrument,  the  Dean 
gently  put  it  back,  and  deflred  firft  to  be  heard. 
He  faid,  He  was  much  obliged  to  his  Lordfhip 
and  the  city  for  the  honour  they  were  going  to 
do  him,  and  which,  as  he  was  informed,  they  had 
long  intended  him  :  That  it  was  true  this  honour 
was  mingled  with  a  little  mortification,  by  the 
delay  which  attended  it ;  but  which,  however, 
he  did  not  impute  to  his  Lordfhip,  or  the  city  :. 
And  that  the  mortification  was  the  lefs,  becaufe 
he  would  willingly  hope  the  delay  was  founded 
on  a  miftake  ;  for  which  opinion  he  would  tell 
his  reafon.  He  faid  it  was  well  known,  that, 
fome  time  ago,  a  perfon  with  a  title  was  pleafed, 
io  two  great  afTemblies,  to  rattle  bitterly  fome 
body  without  a  name,  under  the  injurious  ap- 
pellations of  a  Tory,  a  Jacobite,  an  enemy  tcf 
King  George,  and  a  libeller  of  the  government ; 
which  character,  the  Dean  faid  that  many  people 
thought,  was  applied  to  him :  But  he  was  un- 
willing 


willing  to  be  of  that  opinion,  bccaufe  the  perfoa 
who  had  delivered  thofe  abuflve  words,  had  for 
feveral  years  careffed,  and  courted  and  folicited 
his  friend  (hip,  more  than  any  man  in  either  king- 
dom had  ever  done  :  By  inviting  him  to  his 
houfe  in  town  and  country,  by  coming  to  the 
Deanry  often,  and  calling  or  fending  almoft 
every  day  when  the  Dean  was  fick,  with  many 
other  particulars  of  the  fame  nature,  which  con- 
tinued even  to  a  clay  or  two  of  the  time  when 
the  faid  perfon  made  thofe  invectives  in  the 
Council  and  Houfe  of  Lords.  Therefore,  that 
the  Dean  would  by  no  means  think  that  thofe 
fcurrilous  words  could  be  intended  againft  him  j 
becaufe  fuch  a  proceeding  would  overthrow  all 
the  principles  of  honour,  juftice,  religion,  truth, 
and  even  common  humanity.  Therefore  the 
Dean  will  endeavour  to  believe,  th?.t  the  faid 
perfon  had  fome  other  objecl  iu  his  thoughts ; 
and  it  was  only  the  uncharitable  cuftotn  of  the 
world  that  applied  this  character  to  him.  How- 
ever, that  he  would  in  lift  on  this  argument  no 
longer  :  But  one  thing  he  would  affirm  and  de- 
clare, without  afligning  any  name,  or  making 
any  exception,  That  whoever  cither  did  or 
does,  or  fhall  hereafter,  at  any  time,  charge  him 
with  the  character  of  a  Jacobite,  an  enemy  to 
"King  George,  or  a  libeller  of  the  government, 
the  faid  accufation  was,  is,  and  will  be  falfe> 
malicious,  flanderous,  and  altogether  groundlefs. 
Jli>d  he  would  take  the  freedom  to  tell  his 
Y  3  Lordfliip, 


Lordfliip,  and  the  reft  that  flood  by,  that  he  had 
done  more  fervice  to  the  Hanover  title,  and 
more  diflervice  to  the  Pretender's  caufe,  than 
forty  thoufand  of  thofe  noify,  railing,  malicious, 
empty  zealots,  to  whom  nature  hath  denied  any 
talent  that  could  be  of  ufe  to  God  or  their  coun- 
try, and  left  them  only  the  gift  of  reviling,  and 
fpitting  their  venom,  againft  all  who  differ  from 
them  in  their  definitive  principles  both  in  church 
and  ftate.  That  he  confefied  it  was  fometimes 
lais  misfortune  to  diflike  fome  things  in  public  pro- 
ceedings in  both  kingdoms,  wherein  he  had  often 
the  honour  to  agree  with  wife  and  good  men  ; 
but  this  did  by  no  means  affect  either  his  loyalty 
to  his  prince,  or  love  to  his  country.  But,  on 
the  contrary,  he  protefted,  that  fuch  diflikes  ne- 
ver arofe  in  him  from  any  other  principles,  than 
the  duty  he  owed  to  the  King,  and  his  affection 
to  the  kingdom.  That  he  had  been  acquainted 
with  courts  and  mir.iiiers  long  enough,  and  knew 
too  well,  that  the  beft  minifters  might  miftake  in 
points  of  great  importance  ;  and  that  he  had 
the  honour  to  know  many  more  able,  and  at 
Jeaft  full  as  honeft  as  any  can  be  at  prefent.  The 
Dean  further  faid,  That  fince  he  had  been  fo 
falfely  reprefented,  he  thought  it  became  him  to 
give  fome  account  of  himfelf  for  above  twenty 
years,  if  it  were  only  to  juftify  his  Lordfliip  and 
the  city  for  the  honour  they  were  going  to  do 
him.  He  related  briefly,  how,  merely  by  his  own 
perfonal  credit,  without  other  afiifUnce,  and  in 
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two  journeys  at  his  own  expence,  he  had  pro 
cured  a  grant  of  the  fir  ft  fruits  to  the  clergy,  i» 
the  late  Queen's  time  ;  for  which  he  thought  he 
deferved  Ibme  gentle  treatment  from  his  bre- 
thren. That  during  all  the  adminiftration  of  the 
iaid  miniftry,  he  had  been  a  conftant  advocate 
for  thofe  who  are  called  die  Whigs  ;  had  kept 
many  of  them  in  their  employments,  both  in 
England  and  here,  and  fome  who  were  afterwards 
the  firft  to-  lift  up  their  heels  againft  him.  He 
reflected  a  little  upon  the  fevere  treatment  he  had 
met  with  upon  his  return  to  Ireland  after  her 
Majcfty's  death,  and  for  fome  years  after.  That, 
being  forced  to  live  retired,,  he  could  think  of  no 
better  way  to  do  public  fervice,  than  by  employ- 
ing all  the  little  money  he  could  fave,  and  lend- 
ing it,  without  intereft,  in  fmall  fums,  to  poor 
induftrious  tradefmen,  without  examining  their 
party  or  their  faith.  And  God  had  fo  far  pleaf- 
ed  to  blefs  his  endeavours,  that  his  managers  tell 
him  he  hath  recovered  above  two  hundred  fami- 
lies in  this  city  from  ruin,  and  placed  moft  of 
them  in  a  comfortable  way  of  life.  The  Deaa 
related  how  much  he  had  fuffered  in  his  purfe, 
•and  with  what  hazard  to  his  liberty,  by  a  moft 
iniquitous  judge  *  ;  who,  to  gratify  his  ambition 
and  rage  of  party,  had  condemned  an  innocent 
book,  written  with  no-  worfe  a  defign,  than  to 
perfuade  the  people  of  this  kingdom  to  wear  their 
own  manufactures  :  How  the  fuiu  judge  had  en- 
deavoured 
*  See  the  note  vol.  III.  p.  327. 
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•dcavoured  to  get  a  jury  to  his  mind  •,  bnt  they 
proved  fo  honeft,  that  he  was  forced  to  keep 
them  eleven  hours,  and  fend  them  back  nine 
times,  until,  at  laft,  they  were  compelled  to  leave 
the  printer  *  to  the  mercy  of  the  court.  And 
the  Dean  was  forced  to  procure  a  noli  profequi 
from  a  Noble  Perfon,  then  fecretary  of  ftate, 
<irho  had  been  his  old  friend.  The  Dean  then 
freely  confefTed  himfelf  to  be  author  of  thofe 
called  the  Drapier's  Letters,  fpoke  gently  of  the 
proclamation,  offering  300!.  to  difcover  the  wri- 
ter. He  faid,  That  although  a  certain  perfon  was 
pleafed  to  mention  thofe  books  in  a  flight  manner 
at  a  public  aflembly,  yet  he  (the  Dean)  had  learn- 
ed to  believe,  that  there  were  ten  thoufand  to  one 
in  the  kingdom  who  differed  from  that  perfon  ; 
and  the  people  of  England,  who  had  ever  heard 
of  the  matter,  as  well  as  in  France,  were  all  of 
the  fame  opinion.  The  Dean  mentioned  feveral 
other  particulars  ;  fome  of  which,  thofe  from 
whom  I  had  the  account  could  not  recollect,  and 
others,  although  of  great  confequence,  perhaps 
his  enemies  would  not  allow  him.  The  Dean 
concluded  with  acknowledging  to  have  exprefied 
his  wifhes,  that  an  infcription  might  have  been 
engraven  on  the  box,  fhewing  fome  reafon  why 
the  city  thought  fit  to  do  him  that  honour,  which, 
was  much  out  of  the  common  forms  to  a  perfon 
in  a  private  ftation  ;  thofe  diftinctions  being  ufu- 
ally  made,  only  to  chief  governors,  or  perfons  in 
very  high  employments. 

THOUGHTS 

•  Harding. 


THOUGHTS  ON  RELIGION. 


I  AM  in  all  opinions,  to  believe  according  to 
my  own  impartial  reafon  ;  which  I  am 
bound  to  inform  and  improve,  as  far  as  my  ca- 
pacity and  opportunities  will  permit. 

It  may  be  prudent  in  me  to  act  fometimcs  by 
other  men's  reafon,  but  I  can  think  only  by  my 
Own. 

If  another  man's  reafon  fully  convinced!  ms, 
it  becomes  my  own  reafon. 

To  fay  a  man  is  bound  to  believe,  is  neither 
truth  nor  fenfe. 

You  may  force  men,  by  intereft  or  punifh- 
ment,  to  fay  or  fwear  they  believe,  and  to  aft  as 
if  they  believed  :  You  can  go  no  further. 

Every  man,  as  a  member  of  the  commonwealth, 
ought  to  be  content  with  the  pofleflion  of  his 
own  opinion  in  private,  without  perplexing  has 
neighbour,  or  difturbing  the  public. 

Violent  zeal  for  truth,  hath  an  hundred  to  one 
odds,  to  be  either  petulancy,  ambition,  or  pride. 

There  is  a  degree  of  corruption,  wherein  fome 
nations,  as  bad  as  the  world  is,  will  proceed  to 
an  amendment ;  till  which  time  particular  men 
fhould  be  quiet. 

To  remove  opinions  fundamental  in  religion  is 
impoffible,  and  the  attempt  wicked,  whether  thofe 
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opinions  be  true  or  falfe  ;  unlefs  your  avowed 
defign  be  to  abolifh  that  religion  altogether.  So 
for  inftauce,  in  the  famous  doc~lrine  of  Chrift's 
tlivinity,  which  hath  been  nniverfally  received  by 
all  bodies  of  Chriftians,  fince  the  condemnation 
of  Arianifm  under  Conftantine  and  his  fucceflbrs : 
Wherefore,  the  proceedings  of  the  Socinians  are 
both  vain  and  unwarrantable  ;  becaufe  they  will 
be  never  able  to  advance  their  own  opinion,  or 
meet  any  other  fuccefs  than  breeding  doubts  and 
<Iifturbances  in  the  world,  ^ui  rationefu*  diftur- 
bant  mxnia  mundi. 

The  want  of  belief  is  a  defect  that  ought  to  be 
concealed,  when  it  cannot  be  overcome. 

The  Chriftian  religion,  in  the  moft  early  times, 
was  propofed  to  the  Jews  and  Heathens,  without 
the  article  of  Chrift's  divinity  ;  which,  I  remem- 
ber, Erafmus  accounts  for,  by  its  being  too  ftrong 
a  meat  for  babes.  Perhaps  if  it  were  now  foften- 
ed  by  the  Chinefe  miffionaries,  the  converfion  of 
thofe  infidels  would  be  lefs  difficult :  And  we 
find  by  the  Alcoran,  it  is  the  great  ftumbling- 
block  of  the  Mahometans.  But  in  a  country  al- 
ready Chriftian,  to  bring  fo  fundamental  a  point 
of  faith  into  debate,  can  have  no  confequences 
that  are  not  pernicious  to  morals  and  public 
peace. 

I  have  been  often  offended  to  find  St  Paul's  al- 
legories, and  other  figures  of  Grecian  eloquence, 
converted  by  divines  into  articles  of  faith. 

God's  mercy  is  over  all  his  works,  but  divines 
of  all  forts  leflen  that  mercy  too  mu<?h. 
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I  look  upon  myfelf  in  the  capacity  of  a  clergy- 
man, to  be  one  appointed  by  providence  for  de- 
feadiag  a  poft  affigned  me,  and  for  gaining  over 
as  many  enemies  as  I  cau.  Although  I  think  my 
caufe  is  ju/l>  yet  one  great  motion,  is,  my  fubmii- 
ting  to  the  plcafure  of  providence,  and  to  the 
laws  of  my  country. 

I  am  not  anfwerable  to  God  for  the  doubts 
that  arife  in  my  ow,n  breail,  fince  they  are  the 
confequence  of  that  reafon  which  he  hath  plant- 
ed in  me,  i£  I  take  care  to  conceal  thofe  doubts, 
from.' others,  if  I  ufe  my  beft  endeavours  to  iub- 
due  them,  and  if  they  have  no  influence  on  the 
conduit  of  my  life. 

I  believe  that  thoufands  of  men  would  be  or- 
thodox enough  in  certain  points,  if  divines  had 
not  been  too  curious,  or  too  narrow,  in  reducing 
orthodox  within  the  compafs  of  fubtleties,  nice- 
ties, and  diftmclions,  with  little  warrant  from 
Scripture,  and  Icfs  from  reafon  and  good  policy. 

I  never  faw,  heard,  or  read,  that  the  clergy 
were  beloved  in  any  nation  where  Chriftianity 
was  the  religion  of  the  country.  Nothing  can 
render  them  popular,  but  fome  degree  of  perfe- 
cution. 

Thofe  fine  gentlemen  who  affect  the  humour 
of  railing  at  the  clergy,  arc,  I  think,  bound  in 
honour  to  turn  paribns  themfelves,  and  fhew 
us  better  examples. 

Miferable  mortals  !  Can  we  contribute  to  the 
honour  and  glory  of  God  ?  I  could  wifli  that  ex- 
preflion  were  ftruck  out  of  our  prayer-books. 

Liberty 


Liberty  of  confcience,  properly  fpeaking,  is 
no  more  than  the  liberty  of  pofleffing  our  own 
thoughts  and  opinions,  which  every  man  enjoys 
without  fear  of  the  rnagiftrate  :  But  how  far  he 
{hall  publicly  aft  in  purfuance  of  thofe  opinions, 
is  to  be  regulated  by  the  laws  of  the  country. 
Perhaps,  in  my  own  thoughts,  I  prefer  a  well- 
inftituted  commonwealth  before  a  monarchy ; 
and  I  know  feveral  others  of  the  fame  opinion. 
Now,  if,  upon  this  pretence,  I  fhould  infift  up- 
on liberty  of  confcience,  form  conventicles  of 
republicans,  and  print  books  preferring  that  go- 
vernment, and  condemning  what  is  eftablilhed, 
the  magiftrate  would,  with  great  juftice,  hang 
me,  and  my  difciples.  It  is  the  fame  cafe  in 
religion,  altho*  not  fo  avowed,  where  liberty 
of  confcience,  under  the  prefent  acceptation, 
equally  produces  revolutions,  or  at  leaft  convul- 
fions  and  difturbances  in  a  ftate  ;  which  politi- 
cians would  fee  well  enough,  if  their  eyes  were 
not  blinded  by  faftion  ;  and  of  which  thefe  king- 
doms, as  well  as  France,  Sweden,  and  other 
countries,  arq  flaming  inftances.  Cromwell's  no- 
tion upon  this  article  was  natural  .and  right : 
When,  upon  the  furrender  of  a  town  in  Ireland, 
the  Popifh  governor  inlifted  upon  an  article  for 
liberty  of  confcience,  Cromwell  faid,  he  med-  « 
died  with  no  man's  confcience ;  but  if,  by  liber- 
ty of  confcience,  the  governor  meant  the  liberty 
of  the  mafs,  he  had  exprefs  orders  from  the  par- 
liament of  England  againft  admitting  any  fuch 
liberty  at  all. 

i  It 


It  is  impofllble  that  any  thing  fo  natural,  fo 
neceflary,  and  fo  univerfal  as  death,  fhould  ever 
have  been  defigned  by  providence  as  an  evil  to 
mankind. 

Although  reafon  were  intended  by  providence 
to  govern  our  paffions,  yet  it  feems,  that,  in  two 
points  of  the  greateft  moment  to  the  being  and 
continuance  of  the  woi'ld,  God  hath  intended 
our  paffions  to  prevail  over  reafon.  The  firft  is, 
the  propagation  of  our  fpecies,  fince  no  wife  man 
ever  married  from  the  dictates  of  reafon.  The 
other  is,  the  love  of  life,  which,  from  the  dic- 
tates of  reafon,  every  man  would  defpife,  and 
with  it  at  an  end,  or  that  it  never  had  a  begin- 
ning. 


VOL.  XI,  Z  FURTHER 
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FURTHER 

THOUGHTS  ON  RELIGION. 


THE  Scripture- fyftem  of  man's  creation,  is 
what  Chriftians  are  bound  to  believe,  and 
feems  mod  agreeable  of  all  others  to  probability 
and  reafon.  Adam  was  formed  from  a  piece  of 
cby,  and  Eve  from  one  of  his  ribs.  The  text 
mentioneth  nothing  of  his  Maker's  intending 
him  for,  except  to  rule  over  the  beafts  of  the 
field,  and  birds  of  the  air.  As  to  Eve,  it  doth 
not  appear  that  her  hufband  was  her  monarch  ; 
only  {he  was  to  be  his  help-meet,  and  placed  in 
fome  degree  of  fubjedYion.  However,  before  his 
fall,  the  beafts  were  his  moft  obedient  fabjefts, 
whom  he  governed  by  abfolute  power.  After 
his  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  the  courfe  of  na- 
ture was  changed,  the  animals  began  to  reject  his 
government  ;  fome  were  able  to  efcape  by  flight, 
and  others  were  too  fierce  to  be  attacked.  The 
Scripture  mentioneth  no  particular  acts  of  royal- 
ty in  Adam  over  his  pofterity  who  were  cotem- 
porary  with  him,  or  of  any  monarch  until  after 
the  flood  ;  whereof  the  firft  was  Nimrod,  the 
mighty  hunter,  who,  as  Milton  exprcfleth  it, 
made  men,  and  not  beafts,  his  prey.  For  men 
were  eafier  caught  by  promifes,  and  fubdued  by 
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the  folly  or  treachery  of  their  own  fpecies  : 
Whereas  the  brutes  prevailed  only  by  their  cou- 
rage or  ftrength,  which,  among  them,  are  pe- 
culiar to  certain  kinds.  Lions,  bears,  elephants, 
and  fome  other  animals  are  ftrong  or  valiant, 
and  their  fpecies  never  degenerates  iu  their  na- 
tive foil,  except  they  happen  to  be  enflaved  or 
deftroyed  by  human  fraud  :  But  men  degenerate 
«rery  day,  merely  by  the  folly,  the  peryerfenefs, 
the  avarice,  the  tyranny,  the  pride,  the  treache- 
ry, or  inhumanity  of  their  own  kind. 


Z   2 


PRAYER    FOR    STELLA, 


ALMIGHTY  and  moft  gracious  Lord  God! 
Extend,  we  befeech  thee,  thy  pity  and 
compaffion  towards  this  thy  languifhing  fervant : 
Teach  her  to  place  her  hope  and  confidence  en- 
tirely in  thee  ;  give  her  a  true  fenfe  of  the  empti- 
nefs  and  vanity  of  all  earthly  things  ;  make  her 
truly  fenfible  of  all  the  infirmities  of  her  life  paft, 
and  grant  to  her  fuch  a  true  fincere  repentance  as 
is  not  to  be  repented  of.  Preferve  her,  O  Lord !  in 
a  found  mind  and  underftanding,  during  this  thy 
vifitation  ;  keep  her  from  both  the  fad  extremes 
pf  prefumption  and  defpoir.  If  thou  {halt  pleafe 
co  reftore  her  to  her  former  health,  give  her 
grace  to  be  ever  mindful  of  that  mercy,  and  to 
keep  thofe  good  refolutions  fhe  now  makes  in  her 
flcknefs,  fo  that  no  length  of  time,  nor  profpe- 
rity,  may  entice  her  to  forget  them.  Let  no 
thought  of  her  misfortunes  diffract  her  mind, 
and  prevent  the  means  towards  her  recovery,  or 
difturb  her  in  her  preparations  for  a  better  life. 
We  befeech  thee  alfo,  O  Lord  !  of  thy  infinite 
goodnefs,  to  remember  the  good  actions  of  this 
thy  fervant ;  that  the  naked  (he  hath  clothed,  the 
hungry  {he  hath  fed,  the  fick  and  the  fatherlefs 
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whom  fhe  hath  relieved,  may  be  reckoned  ac- 
cording to  thy  gracious  promife,  as  if  they  had 
been  done  unto  thee.  Hearken,  O  Lord!  to  the 
prayers  offered  up  by  the  friends  of  this  thy  fer- 
vant  in  her  behalf,  and  efpeci.Uly  thofe  now  made 
by  us  unto  thee.  Give  thy  bleifing  to  thofe  en- 
deavours ufed  for  her  recovery ;  but  take  from 
her  all  violent  defire,  either  of  life  or  death,  fur- 
ther than  with  refignation  to  thy  holy  will.  And 
now,  O  Lord  !  we  implore  thy  gracious  favour 
towards  us  here  met  together  ;  grant  that  the 
fcnfe  of  this  thy  fervant's  weaknefs  may  add 
ftrength  to  our  faith  ;  that  we,  confidering  the 
infirmities  of  our  nature,  and  the  uncertainty  of 
life,  may,  by  this  example,  be  drawn  to  repent- 
ance, before  it  fhall  pleafe  thee  to  viik  us  in  the 
like  manner.  Accept  thefe  prayers,  we  befeech 
Thee,  for  the  fake  of  thy  dear  Son  Jefus  Chrift, 
our  Lord  ;  who,  with  Thee,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  liveth  and  reigneth  ever  one  God,  world 
•without  end.  Amen. 


Z  3  A 
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I  COR.   iii.    19. 
*The  ivifdom  of  this  world  is  foolijhnefs  ivifh  Go  D» 

IT  is  remarkable,  that  about  the  time  of  ou» 
Saviour's  coming  into  the  world,  all  kinds 
of  learning  fiourifhed  to  a  very  great  degree, 
infomuch  that  nothing  is  more  frequent  in  the 
mouths  of  many  men,  even  fuch  who  pretend  to 
read  and  to  know,  than  an  extravagant  praife  and 
opinion  of  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  the  Gentile 
fages  of  thofe  days,  and  likewife  of  thofe  antient 
philofophers  who  went  before  them,  whofe  doc- 
trines are  left  upon  record,  either  by  themfelves, 
QT  other  writers.  As  far  as  this  may  be  taken  for 
granted,  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  providence  of 
God  brought  this  about  for  feveral  very  wife  ends 
and  purpofes.  For  it  is  certain,  that  thefe  phi- 
lofophers had  been  a  long  time  before  fearching 
out  whei  e  to  fix  the  true  happinefs  of  man  ;  and 
pot  being  able  to  agree  upon  any  certainty  about 
it,  they  could  not  poffibly  but  conclude,  if  they 
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judged  but  impartially,  that  all  their  enquiries 
were,  in  the  end,  but  vain  and  fruitlefs  j  the 
confequence  of  which  muft  be  not  only  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  weaknefs  of  all  human 
wifdom,  but  likewile  an  open  pafiage  hereby 
made,  for  the  letting  in  thofe  beams  of  lighs, 
which  the  glorious  fun-fliine  of  the  gofpel  then 
brought  into  the  world,  by  revealing  thofe  hid- 
den truths,  which  they  had  fo  long  before  beea 
labouring  to  diicover,  and  fixing  the  ge»eral 
happinefs  of  mankind  beyond  all  controverfy  and 
difpute.  And  therefore  the  providence  of  God 
wifely  fuffered  men  of  deep  genius  and  learning 
then  ta  arife,  who  fliould  iearch  into  the  trutk 
of  the  gofpel  now  made  known,  and  canvafs  its 
doctrines  with  all  the  fubtilty  and  knowledge 
they  vrere  matters  of,  and  in  the  end  freely  ac- 
knowledge that  to  be  the  true  wifdom  only  which 
cometh  from  above-  James  Hi.  15,  16,,  17. 

However,  to  make  a  further  enquiry  into  the 
truth  of  this  obfervation,  I  doubt  not  but  there 
is  reafon  to  think  that  a  great  many  of  thofe  en- 
comiums given  to  antient  philofophers,  are  taken 
upon  truft,  and  by  a  fort  of  men  who.  are  not 
very  likely  to  be  at  the  pains  of  an  enquiry  that 
would  employ  fo  much  time  and  thinking.  For 
the  ufual  ends  why  men  affect  this  kind  of  dif- 
courfe,  appear  generally  to  be  either  out  of 
oftentation.  that  they  may  pafs  upon  the  world  for 
perfons  of  great  knowledge  and  obfervation  ;  or, 
what  is  worfe,  there  are  fome  who  highly  exalt 
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the  wifdom  of  thofe  Gentile  fages,  thereby  ob- 
liquely to  glance  at  and  traduce  Divine  Revela- 
tion, and  more  efpecially  that  of  the  Gofpel ;  for 
the  confequence  they  would  have  us  draw,  is  this  : 
That,  fince  thofe  antient  philofophers  rofe  to  a 
greater  pitch  of  wifdom  and  virtue  than  was  ever 
known  among  Chriftians,  and  all  this  purely 
upon  the  ftrength  of  their  own  reafbn  and  liberty 
of  thinking,  therefore  it  muft  follow,  that  cither 
all  Revelation  is  falfe,  or,  what  is  worfe,  that  it 
has  depraved  the  nature  of  man,  and  left  him 
worfe  than  it  found  him. 

But  this  high  opinion  of  Heathen  wifdom  is 
not  very  antient  in  the  world,  nor  at  all  coun- 
tenanced from  primitive  times :  Our  Saviour  had 
but  a  low  efteem  of  it,  as  appears  by  his  treat- 
ment of  the  Pharifees  and  Sadducees,  who  fol- 
lowed the  doctrines  of  Plato  and  Epicurus.  St 
Paul  likewife,  who  was  well  verfed  in  all  the 
Grecian  literature,  feems  very  much  to  defpife 
their  philofophy,  as  we  find  in  his  writings', 
cautioning  the  Coloffians  to  beware  left  any  man 
fpoil  them  through  philofophy  and  vain  deceit. 
And,  in  another  place,  he  advifes  Timothy  to 
avoid  prophanc  and  vain  babblings,  and  oppofi- 
'tions  of  fcience,  falfely  fo  called  ;  that  is,  not  to 
introduce  into  the  Chriftian  doctrine  the  Jang- 
lings  of  thofe  vain  philofophers)  which  they 
would  pafs  upon  the  world  for  fcience.  And 
the  reafons  he  gives  are,  firft,  That  thofe  who 
profefled  them,  did  err  concerning  the  faith  : 

Secondly, 


Secondly,  Becaufe  the  knowledge  of  them  did 
encreafe  ungodlinefs,  vain  babblings  being  other- 
ways  expounded  vanities,  or  empty  founds  ;  that 
is,  tedious  difputes  about  words,  which  the  phi- 
lofophers  were  always  fo  full  of,  and  which  were 
the  natural  product  of  difputes  and  ctificDtioas 
between  feveral  feels. 

Neither  had  the  primitive  fathers  any  great  or 
good  opinion  of  the  Heathen  philofophy,  as  it  is 
manifeft  from  feveral  pafiages  in  their  writings-: 
So  that  this  vein  of  affecting  to  raife  the  reputa- 
tion of  tliofe  fages  fo  high,  is  a  mode  and  a  vice 
but  of  yefterday,  aflumed  chiefly,  as  I  have  fa  id, 
to  difparage  revealed  knowledge,  and  the  confe- 
quences  of  it  among  us. 

Now,  becaufe  this  is  a  prejudice  which  may 
prevail  with  fome  perfons,  fo  far  as  to  leffen  the 
influence  of  the  gofpel  ;  and  whereas  therefore 
this  is  an  opinion  which  men  of  education  are 
like  to  be  encountered  with,  when  they  have 
produced  themfelves  into  the  world  :  1  fhall  en- 
deavour to  fhew  that  their  preference  of  Heathen 
wifdom  and  virtue,  before  that  of  the  Chriftian, 
is  every  way  unjufl,  and  grounded  upon  igno- 
rance or  miftake  :  In  order  to  which  I  fhall  con~ 
fider  four  things. 

Firft,  I  fhall  produce  certain  points,  wherein 
the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  all  unrevealed  philofo- 
phy in  general,  fell  fhort,  and  was  very  imper- 
fect. 

Secondly,  I  fhall  fhew,  in  feveral  inftances, 
where  fome  of  the  mpft  renowned  philofophers 
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have  been  grofsly  defective  in  their  lefibns  of  mo- 
rality. 

Thirdly,  I  {hall  prove  the  perfection  of  Chri- 
ftian  wifdom,  from  the  proper  characters  and 
marks  of  it. 

Laftly,  I  fhall  {hew  that  the  great  examples  of 
wifdom  and  virtue  among  the  Heathen  wife  men, 
were  produced  by  perfonal  merit,  and  not  in- 
fluenced by  the  doctrine  of  any  feet }  whereas, 
in  Chriftianity,  it  is  quite  the  contrary. 

FIRST,  I  {hall  produce  certain  points  wherein 
the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  all  unrevealed  philolb- 
phy  in  general  fell  {hort,  and  was  very  imperfect. 

My  defign  is  to  perfuade  men,  that  Chriftian 
philofophy  is  in  all  things  preferable  to  Heathen 
wifdom  ;  from  which,  or  its  profeflbrs,  I  {hall 
however  have  no  occafion  to  detract.  They 
were  as  wife  and  as  good  as  it  was  poffible  for 
them  under  fuch  difadvantages,  and  would  have 
probably  been  infinitely  more  with  fuch  aids  as 
we  enjoy :  But  our  leflbns  are  certainly  much 
better,  however  our  practices  may  fall  {hort. 

The  firft  point  I  {hall  mention,  was  that  uni- 
verfal  defect  which  was  in  all  their  fchemes,  that 
they  could  not  agree  about  their  chief  good,  or 
wherein  to  place  the  happinefs  of  mankind  j  nor 
had  any  of  them  a  tolerable  anfwer  upon  this 
difficulty,  to  fatisfy  a  reafonable  perfon.  For, 
to  fay,  as  the  moft  plaufible  of  them  did,  that 
happinefs  coufifted  in  virtue,  was  but  vain  bab- 
bling, 
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bling,  and  a  mere  found  of  words,  to  amufe 
others  and  themfelves  :  Becaufe  they  were  not 
agreed  what  this  virtue  was,  or  wherein  it  did 
conllft  ;  and  likewife,  becaufe  feveral  among  the 
beft  of  them  taught  quite  different  things,  pla- 
cing happinefs  in  health  or  good  fortune,  in 
riches  or  in  honour,  where  all  were  agreed  that 
virtue  was  not,  as  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  {hew 
when  I  fpeak  of  their  particular  tenets. 

The  fecond  great  defect  in  the  Gentile  philofo- 
phy  was,  that  it  wanted  fome  fuitable  reward 
proportioned  to  the  better  part  of  man,  his 
mind,  as  an  encouragement  for  his  progrefs  in 
virtue.  The  difficulties  they  met  with  upon  the 
fcorc  of  this  default  were  great,  and  not  to  be 
accounted  for  :  Bodily  goods  being  only  fuitable 
to  bodily  wants,  are  no  reft  at  all  for  the  mind  ; 
and,  if  they  were,  yet  are  they  not  the  proper 
fruits  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  being  equally  at- 
tainable by  the  ignorant  and  wicked.  Now,  hu- 
man nature  is  fo  conftituted,  that  we  can  never 
purfue  any  thing  heartily,  but  upon  hopes  of  a 
reward.  If  we  run  a  race,  it  is  in  expectation 
of  a  prize,  and  the  greater  the  prize  the  fafter 
we  run ;  for  an  incorruptible  crown,  if  we  un- 
der (land  it,  and  believe  it  to  be  fuch,  more  than 
a  corruptible  one.  But  fome  of  the  philofophers 
gave  all  this  quite  another  turn,  and  pretended 
to  refine  fo  far,  as  to  call  virtue  its  own  reward, 
and* worthy  to  be  followed  only  for  itfelf :  Where- 
as, if  there  be  any  thing  in  this  more  than  the 
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found  o£  the  words,  it  is  at  leaft  too  abftracted 
to  become  an  univerfal  influencing  principle  in 
die  world,  and  therefore  could  not  be  of  general 
ufe. 

It  was  the  want  of  afllgning  fome  happinefs, 
proportioned  to  the  foul  of  man,  that  caufed 
many  of  them,  either  on  one  hand,  to  be  four 
and  morofe,  fupercilious  and  untreatable ;  or, 
on  the  other,  to  fell  into  the  vulgar  purfuits  of 
common  men,  to  hunt  after  greatnefs  and  riches, 
to  make  their  court,  and  to  ferve  occafions  ;  as 
Plato  did  to  the  younger  Dionyfius,  and  Arifto- 
tle  to  Alexander  the  Great.  So  impoffible  is  k 
for  a  man,  who  looks  no  further  than  the  pre- 
fent  world,  to  fix  himfelf  long  in  a  contempla- 
tion where  the  prefent  world  has  no  part :  He 
has  no  fure  hold,  no  firm  footing  ;  he  can  never 
expect  to  remove  the  earth  he  refts  upon,  while 
he  has  no  fupport  befide  for  his  feet,  but  wants, 
like  Archimedes,  fome  other  place  whereon  to 
ftand.  To  talk  of  bearing  pain  and  grief,  with- 
out any  fort  of  prefent  or  future  hope,  cannot 
"be  purely  greatnefs  of  fpirit  -t  there  muft  be  a  mix- 
ture in  it  of  affectation,  and  an  allay  of  pride, 
or  perhaps  is  wholly  .counterfeit. 

It  is  true  there  has  been  all  along  in  the  world, 
a  notion  of  rewards  and  punifhments  in  another 
life  ;  but  it  feems  to  have  rather  fervcd  as  an  en- 
tertainment to  poets,  or  as  a  terror  of  children, 
than  a  fettled  principle,  by  which  men  pretended 
to  govern  any  of  their  actions.  The  laft  cele- 
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Crated  words  of  Socrates,  a  little  before  his 
death,  do  not  feem  to  reckon  or  build  much  up- 
on any  fuch  opinion  ;  and  Caefar  made  no  fcru- 
ple  to  difown  it,  and  ridicule  it  in  open  fenate. 

Thirdly,  The  greateft  and  wifeft  of  all  their 
philofophers,  were  never  able  to^ive  any  fatif- 
faction,  to  others  and  themfelves,  in  their  no- 
tions of  a  Deity.  They  were  often  extremely 
grofs  and  abfurd  in  their  conceptions  $  and  thofe 
who  made  the  faireft  conjectures,  are  fuch  as 
were  generally  allowed  by  the  learned  to  have 
Teen  the  fyftem  of  Mofes,  if  I  may  fo  call  it,  who 
was  in  great  reputation  at  that  time  in  the  Hea- 
then world,  as  we  find  by  Diodorus,  Juftin, 
Longinus,  and  other  authors  :  For  the  reft,  the 
wifeft  among  them  laid  afide  all  notions  after  % 
Deity,  as  a  difquifition  vain  and  fruitlefs,  which 
indeed  it  was,  upon  unrevealed  principles ;  and 
thofe  who  ventured  to  engage  too  far,  fell  into 
incoherence  and  confufion. 

Fourthly,  Thofe  among  them  who  had  the 
jufteft  conceptions  of  a  Divine  power,  and  did 
alfo  admit  a  Pvovidence,  had  no  notion  at  all  of 
entirely  relying  and  depending  upon  either  :  they 
trufted  in  themfelves  for  all  things  :  But,  as  for 
a  truft  or  dependence  upon  God,  they  would 
not  have  underftood  the  phrafe  ;  it  made  no 
part  of  the  prophane  ftyle. 

Therefore  it  was,  that,  in  all  iflues  and  events, 

which  they  could  not  reconcile  to  their  own  fen- 

timents  of  reafon  and  juftice,  they  were  quite 
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difconcerted  :  They  had  no  retreat ;  but,  upon 
every  blow  of  adverfe  fortune,  either  affected  to 
be  indifferent,  or  grow  fullen  and  fevere,  or  elfe 
yielded  and  funk  like  other  men. 

HAVING  now  produced  certain  points,  where- 
in the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  all  tinrevealed  phi- 
lofophy  fell  fhort,  and  was  very  imperfect ;  I  go 
on,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  fhew,  in  feveral  inftan- 
ces,  where  fome  of  the  moft  renowned  philofo- 
phers  have  been  grofsly  defective  in  their  leflbns 
of  morality. 

Thales,  the  founder  of  the  Ionic  feel,  fo  cele- 
brated for  morality,  being  afked  how  a  man 
might  bear  ill  fortune  with  greateft  eafe,  anfwer- 
ed,  "  By  feeing  his  enemies  in  a  worfe  condi- 
*'  tion."  An  anfwer  truly  barbarous,  unworthy 
of  human  nature,  and  which  included  fuch  con- 
fequcnces  as  muft  deftroy  all  fociety  from  the 
world. 

Solon  lamenting  the  death  of  a  fon,  one  told 
him,  "  You  lament  in  vain  :"  "  Therefore  (faid 
he)  I  lament,  becaufe  it  is  in  vain."  This  was  a 
plain  confeffion  how  imperfect  all  his  philofophy 
was,  and  that  fomething  was  ftill  wanting.  He 
owned,  that  all  his  wifdom  and  morals  were  ufe- 
lefs,  and  this  upon  one  of  the  moft  frequent  ac- 
cidents in  life.  How  much  better  could  he  have 
learned  to  fupport  himfelf  even  from  David,  by 
his  entire  dependence  upon  God  ;  and  that  be- 
fore our  Saviour  had  advanced  the  notions  of 
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religion  to  the  height  and  perfection  wherewith 
he  hath  inftru&ed  his  difciples  ?  Plato  himfclf, 
with  all  his  refinements,  placed  happinefs  in  wif- 
dom,  health,  good  fortune,  honour,  and  riches  ; 
and  held,  that  they  who  enjoy  all  thefe,  were 
perfectly  happy  :  Which  opinion  was  indeed  un- 
worthy its  owner,  leaving  the  wife  and  the  good 
man  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  uncertain  chance, 
and  to  be  miferable  without  refource. 

His  fcholar,  Ariftotle,  fell  more  grofsly  into 
the  fame  notion  ;  and  plainly  affirmed,  That  vir- 
tue, without  the  goods  of  fortune,  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  happinefs ;  but  that  a  wife  man  muft  be 
miferable  in  poverty  and  ficknefs.  Nay,  Dioge- 
nes himfelf,  from  whofe  pride  and  fingularity 
one  would  have  looked  for  other  notions,  deli- 
vered it  as  his  opinion,  That  a  poor  old  man  was 
the  moft  miferable  thing  in  life. 

Zeno  alfo,  and  his  followers,  fell  into  many 
abfurdities  ;  among  which  nothin*  could  be  great- 
er, than  that  of  maintaining  all  crimes  to  be  equal, 
which)  inftead  of  making  vice  hateful,  rendered. 
it  as  a  thing  indifferent  and  familiar  to  all  men. 

Laftly,  Epicurus  had  no  notion  of  juftice,  but 
as  it  was  profitable  ;  and  his  placing  happinefs  in 
pleafure,  with  all  the  advantages  he  could  ex- 
pound it  by,  was  liable  to  very  great  exception  : 
For,  although  he  taught  that  pleafure  did  con- 
fift  in  virtue,  yet  he  did  not  any  way  fix  or  afcer- 
tain  the  boundaries  of  virtue,  as  he  ought  to 
have  done  ;  by  which  means  he  mifled  his  follow- 
A  a.  2  crs 
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crs  into  the  greateft  vices,  making  their  names 
to  become  odious  and  fcandalous,  even  in  the 
Heathen  world. 

I  have  produced  thefe  few  inftancea  from  a 
great  many  others,  to  (hew  the  imperfection  of 
Heathen  philofophy,  wherein  I  have  confined 
myfelf  wholly  to  their  morality.  And  furety  we 
may  pronounce  upon  it,  in  the  words  of  St  James, 
That  this  iv'ifdom  descended  not  from  above,  but  ivas 
earthly  andfetifual.  What  if  I  had  produced  their 
abfurd  notions  about  God  and  the  foul  ?  It  would 
then  have  completed  the  character  given  it  by  that 
Apoftle,  and  appeared  to  have  been  devililh  too. 
But  it  is  eafy  to  obferve,  from  the  nature  of  thefe 
few  particulars,  that  their  defects  in  morals  were 
purely  the  flagging  and  fainting  of  the  mind,  for 
want  of  a  fupport  by  revelation  from  God. 

I  proceed,  therefore,  in  the  third  place,  to 
fhew  the  perfection  of  Chriftian  wifdom  from 
above  ;  and  I  fhall  endeavour  to  make  it  appear, 
from  thofe  proper  characters  and  marks  of  it  by 
'the  Apoftle  before  mentioned,  in  the  third  chap- 
ter, and  1 5th,  i6th,  and  i7thverfes. 

The  words  run  thus  : 

^This  "Wifdom  defcendeth  not  from  above ;  but  is 
earthly,  fenfual,  devili/h. 

For  ivhere  envying  and  Jlrife  is,  there  is  confu- 
Jion,  and  every  evil  work. 

But  the  ivifdom  that  is  from  above,  is  fir  ft  pure  ; 
then  peaceable,  gentle ,  and  eafy  to  be  entreated  /  full 
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of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and 
•without  hypocrify. 

The  luifdsm  from  above  is  firjl  pure.  This  pu- 
rity of  the  mind  and  fpirit  is  peculiar  to  the 
Gofpel.  Our  Saviour  fays,  Blejfed  are  the  pure  in 
heart,  for  they  fiall  fee  God.  A  mind  free  from 
all  pollution  of  lufts,  (hall  have  a  daily  vifion  of 
God,  whereof  unrevealed  religion  can  form  no 
notion*  This  is  it  which  keeps  us  urifpotted  from 
the  world ;  and  hereby  many  have  been  prevailed- 
upon  to  live  in  the  practice  of  all  purity,  holinefs, 
and  rightcoufnefs,  far  beyond  the  examples  of 
the  moft  celebrated  philofophers. 

It  is  peaceable,  gentle,  and  e^tfy  to  be  entreated. 
The  Chriftian  doctrine  te.tcheth  us  all  thofe  dif- 
polltions  that  make  us  affable  and  courteous, 
gentle  and  kind,  without  any  morofe  leaven  of 
pride  or  vanity,  which  entered  into  the  compe- 
tition of  moft  Heathen  fchemes :  So  we  arc 
taught  to  be  meek  and  lowly.  Our  Saviour's 
laft  legacy,  was  peace  ;  and  he  commands  us  to- 
forgive  our  offending  brother  unto  feventy  times 
feven.  Chriftian  wifdom  is  full  of  mercy  and, 
good  works,  teaching  the  height  of  all  moral, 
virtues,  of  which  the  Heathens  fall  infinitely 
{hort.  Plato  indeed  (and  it  is  worth  obferving) 
has  fomewhere  a  dialogue,  or  part  of  one,  about, 
forgiving  our  enemies,  which  was  perhaps  the 
liigheft  ftrain  ever  reached  by  man,  without  Di- 
vine affiftance;  yet  how  little  is  that  to  what  our 
Saviour  commands  us  ?  To  love  them  that  hate  us;- 
A  3  ten. 
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to  blefs  them  that  curfe  us  ;  and  do  good  to  them  that 
defpitefully  ufe  us. 

Chriftian  wifdom  is  •without  partiality.  It  is 
BOt  calculated  for  this  or  that  nation  or  people, 
but  the  whole  race  of  mankind  :  Not  to  the 
philofophical  fchemes,  which  were  narrow  and 
confined,  adapted  to  their  peculiar  towns,  go- 
vernments, or  fects  ;  but,  in  every  nation,  he 
that  feareth  God,  and  worketh  right eoufnefs,  i» 
accepted  with  him. 

Laftly,  It  is  without  hypocrify.  It  appears  to  be 
what  it  really  is  j  it  is  all  of  a  piece.  By  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Gofpel  we  are  fo  far  from  being  al- 
lowed to  publifh  to  the  world  thofe  virtues  we 
have  not,  that  we  are  commanded  to  hide,  even 
from  ourfelves,  thole  we  really  have,  and  not 
to  let  our  right  hand  know  what  our  left  hand 
does  :  unlike  feveral  branches  of  the  Heathen 
wifdom,  which  pretended  to  teach  infenfibility 
and  indifference,  magnanimity  and  contempt  of 
life,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  in  other  parts  it 
belied  its  own  doctrines.. 

I  come  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to-  fhew  that 
the  great  examples  of  wifdom  and  virtue  among 
the  Grecian  fages,  were  produced  by  perfonal 
merit,  and  not  influenced  by  the  doclrine  of  any 
particular  feet;  whereas,  in  Christianity,  it  is 
quite  the  contrary. 

The  two  virtues  rooft  celebrated  by  antient 
moraliib,  were  fortitude  and  temperance,  as  re^- 
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lating  to  the  government  of  man  in  his  private 
capacity,  to  which  their  fchemes  were  generally 
addrefled  and  confined;  and  the  two  inftances 
wherein  thofe  virtues  arrived  at  the  greateft 
height,  were  Socrates  and  Cato.  But  neither 
thofe,  nor  any  other  virtues  poflefled  by  thefe 
two,  were  at  all  owing  to  any  leflbns  or  doctrines 
of  a  feel:.  For  Socrates  himfelf  was  of  none  at 
all;  and  although  Caro  was  called  a  Stoick,  it 
was  more  from  a  refemblance  of  manners  in  his 
worft  qualities,  than  that  he  avowed  himfelf  one 
of  their  difciples.  The  fame  may  be  affirmed  of 
many  other  great  men  of  antiquity.  From, 
whence  I  infer,  that  thofe  who  were  renowned 
for  virtue  among  them,  were  more  obliged  to 
ihe  good  natural  difpofitions  of  their  own  minds, 
than  to  the  doctrines  of  any  feet  they  pretended 
to  follow. 

On  the  other  fide,  As  the  examples  of  for- 
titude and  patience  among  the  primitive  Chri- 
ftians,  have  been  infinitely  greater  and  more 
numerous,  fo  they  were  altogether  the  product 
of  their  principles  and.  doctrine  ;  and  were  fuch 
as  the  fame  perfons,  without  thofe  aids,  would 
never  have  arrived  to.  Of  this  truth  moft  of 
the  Apoftles,  with  many  thoufand  martyrs,  are 
a  cloud  of  witnefles  beyond  exception.  Having 
therefore  fpoken  fo  largely  upon  the  former 
heads,  I  il»all  dwell  no  longer  upon  this. 

And,  if  it  fliould  here  be  objected,  Why  does 
aot  Chriflianity  ftill  produce  the  fame  effects  ?  it 


(     284     ) 

is  eafy  to  anfwer,  firft,  That  although  the  num- 
ber of  pretended  Chriftians  be  great,  yet  that  of 
true  believers,  in  proportion  to  the  other,  was 
never  fo  fmall ;  and  it  is  a  true  lively  faith  alone, 
that,  by  the  afliftance  of  God's  grace,  can  influ- 
ence our  practice. 

Secondly,  we  may  anfwer,  That  Chriftianity 
itfelf  has  very  much  fuffered,  by  being  blended  up 
with  Gentile  philcrfophy.  The  Platonic  fyftem, 
firft  taken  into  religion,  was  thought  to  have  given 
matter  for  fome  early  herefies  in  the  church. 
When  difputes  began-  to  arife,  the  Peripatetic 
forms  were  introduced  by  Scotus,  as  beft  fitted 
for  controverfy.  And  however  this  may  now 
have  become  neceflary,  it  was  furely  the  author 
of  a  litigious  vein,  which  has  fince  occafioned: 
very  pernicious  ccmfequences,  ftopt  the  progrefs 
of  Chriftianity,  and  been  a  great  promoter  of 
fice,  verifying  that  fentence  given  by  St  James, 
and  mentioned  before,  Where  envying  and  J} rife 
;>,  there  is  confufton  and  every  evil  work.  This 
was  the  fatal  ftop  to  the  Grecians,  in  their  pro- 
grefs both  of  arts  and  arms :  Their  wife  men 
were  divided  under  feveral  feels,  and  their  go- 
vernments under  feveral  commonwealths,  all  in, 
oppofition  to  each  other  ;  which  engaged  them 
in  eternal  quarrels  among  themfelves,  while  they 
fhould  have  been  armed  againft  the  common 
enemy.  And  I  wifh  we  had  no  other  examples 
from  the  like  caufes,  lefs  foreign  or  antient  than 
that.  Diogenes,  faid  Socrates,  was  a  madman  ; 
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the  difciples  of  Zeno  and  Epicurus,  nay  of  Plato 
and  Ariftotle,,  were  engaged  in  fierce  difputes 
about  the  moft  infignificant  trifles.  And,  if  this 
be  the  prefent  language  apd  practice  among  us, 
Chriftians,  no  wonder  th4t  Chriftianity  does  not 
ftill  produce  the  fame  effects  which  it  did  at  firft, 
when  it  was  received  and  embraced  in  its  utmoft 
purity  and  perfection.  For  fuch  a  wifdom  as 
this  cannot  defcend  from  above,  but  muft  be  earth" 
ly,  fenfual,  devilijh  ;  full  of  confufion,  and  every  evil 
ivork  :  Whereas  ihe  luifdom  from  above,  is  frft 
pure;  then  peaceable y  gentle,  and  eafy  to  be  entreated ; 
full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  'without  partiality, 
and  without  hypocrify.  This  is  the  true  heavenly 
wifdom,  which  Chriftianity  only  can  boaft  of, 
and  which  the  greateft  of  the  Heathen  wife  men 
could  never  arrive  at. 


Now  to  God  the  Father,  CsV. 


TO 


TO    HIS     GRACE 

WILLIAM, 

LORD  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN,  &c. 

The  Humble  REPRESENTATION  of  the 
CLERGY  of  the  City  of  D  u  B  L  i  N. 

MY  LORD,  JAN.  1724. 

YOUR  Grace  having  been  plea  fed  to  com- 
municate to  us  a  certain  brief,  by  letters- 
patents,  for  the  relief  of  one  Charles  McCarthy, 
whofe  houfe  in  College-green,  Dublin,  was  burnt 
by  an  accidental  fire  ;  and  having  defired  us  to 
confider  of  the  faid  brief,  and  give  our  opinion 
thereof  to  your  Grace  : 

We  the  clergy  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  Grace's  defire,  and  with  great 
acknowledgments  for  your  paternal  tendernefs 
towards  us,  having  maturely  confidered  the  faid 
brief  by  letters-patents,  compared  the  feveral 
parts  of  it  with  what  is  enjoined  us  by  the  rubric, 
(which  is  confirmed  by  aft  of  parliament)  and 
confulted  perfons  {killed  in  the  laws  of  the 
church  ;  do,  in'the  names  of  ourfelves,  and  of 
the  reft  of  our  brethren,  the  clergy  of  the  diocefe 
of  Dublin,  mod  humbly  reprefent  to  your  Grace, 


Fir/I,  That,  by  this  brief,  your  Grace  is  re- 
quired and  commanded,  to  recommend  and  com- 
mand all  the  parfons,  vicars,  &c.  to  advance  fo 
great  an  aft  of  charity. 

We  {hall  not  prefume  to  determine  how  far 
your  Grace  may  be  commanded  by  the  faid 
brief:  But  we  humbly  conceive,  that  the  clergy 
of  vour  diocefe  cannot,  by  any  law  now  in  being, 
be  commanded  by  your  Grace  to  advance  the 
faid  aft  of  charity,  any  other  ways  than  by  read- 
ing the  faid  brief  in  our  feveral  churches,  as  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  rubric. 

Secondly,  Whereas  it  is  faid  in  the  faid  brief, 
that  the  parfons,  vicars,  &c.  upon  the  lirft  Lord's 
day,  or  opportunity  after  the  receipt  of  the  co- 
py of  the  faid  brief,  {hall,  deliberately  and  affec- 
tionately, publifli  and  declare  the  tenor  thereof 
to  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  j  and  earneftly  perfuade, 
exhort,  and  ftir  them  up  to  contribute  freely 
and  chearfully  towards  the  relief  of  the  faid  fuf- 
ferer. 

We  do  not  comprehend  what  is  meant  by  the 
word  opportunity.  We  never  do  preach  upon 
any  day  except  the  Lord's  day,  or  fome  folemn 
days  legally  appointed  ;  neither  is  it  poffible  for 
the  ftrongeft  conftitution  among  us,  to  obey  this 
command  (which  includes  no  lefs  than  a  whole 
fermon)  upon  any  other  opportunity,  than  when 
our  people  are  met  together  in  the  church  ;  and 
to  perform  this  work  in  every  houfe  where  the 
parifhes  are  very  populous,  confifting  fometirnes 
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here  in  town  of  900  or  1000  houfes,  would  take 
up  the  fpace  of  a  year,  although  we  mould 
preach  in  two  families  every  day ;  and  almofl  as 
much  time  in  the  country,  where  the  pariflhes 
are  of  large  extent,  the  roads  bad,  and  the  peo- 
ple too  poor  to  receive  us,  and  give  charity  at 
once. 

But,  if  it  be  meant  that  thefe  exhortations  are 
commanded  to  be  made  in  the  church,  upon 
the  Lord's  day,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  That 
it  is  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  clergy,  to  chufe 
what  fubjefts  they  think  moft  proper  to  preach 
on,  and  at  what  times  ;  and,  if  they  preach  ei- 
ther falfe  doftrine,  or  feditious  principles,  they 
are  liable  to  be  pun i died. 

It  may  poffibly  happen,  that  the  fufferer  recom- 
mended may  be  a  perfon  not  deferving  the  fa- 
vour intended  by  the  brief  j  in  which  cafe  no 
minifter,  who  knows  the  fufferer  to  be  an  un- 
deferving  perfon,  can,  with  a  fafe  confcience, 
deliberately  and  affectionately  publifli  the  brief; 
much  lefs  earneftly  perfuade,  exhort,  and  ftir  up 
the  people  to  contribute  freely  and  chearfully  to- 
wards the  relief  of  fuch  a  fufferer  *. 

Thirdly,  Whereas  in  the  faid  brief  the  mini- 

fters  and  curates  are  required,  on  the  week-days 

next  after    the  Lord's  day   when  the  brief  was 

read,  to  go  from,    houfe  to  houfe,    with   their 

i  church- 

*  This  M'Carthy's  houfe  was  burnt  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
1713;  and  the  univerfal  opinion  of  mankind  was,  that  Mac- 
Curthy  hhnfelf  was  the  peifon  who  had  fet  fire  to  the  houfe. 


church-wardens,  to  afk  and  receive  from  all  per- 
ibns  the  faid  charity.     We  cannot  but  obferve 
here,  that   the  faid  minifters  are  directly  made 
collectors  of  the  faid  charity,  in  conjunction  with 
-the  church- wardens ;  which,  however,  we  pre- 
fume,  was  not  intended,  as  being  againft  all  law 
and  precedent :  And  therefore,  we  apprehend, 
there  may  be  fome  inconfiftency,  which  leaves 
us  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed.     For,  in  the  next 
paragraph,  the  minifters  and  curates  are  only  re- 
quired, where  they  conveniently  can,  to  accom- 
pany the  church-wardens,  or  procure  fome  others 
of  the  chief  inhabitants,  to  do  the  fame.     And, 
in    the   following    paragraph,    the   whole   work 
feems  left  entirely  to  the  church-wardens,  who 
are  required  to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence  to  ga- 
ther and  collect  the  faid  charity,  and  to  pay  the 
fame  in  ten  days  after,  to  the  parfon,  vicar,  C5V. 
In  anfwer  to  this,   we  do  reprefent  to  your 
Grace  our  humble  opinion,  That  neither  we,  nor 
our  church-wardens,  can  be  legally  commanded 
or  required  to  go  from  houfe  to  houfe  to  receive 
the  faid   charity  ;  becaufe  your   Grace  hath  in- 
formed us  in  your  order,  at  your  vifitation  An. 
Don.    1712,  that  neither  we,   nor  our  church- 
wardens, are  bound  to  make  any  collection  for 
the  poor,  fave  in  the  church  j    which  alfo  ap- 
pears plainly  by  the  rubric,  that  appoints  both 
time  and  place,  as  your  Grace  hath  obferved  in 
your  faid  order. 

We  do  likewife  aflure  your  Grace,  that  it  is 

not  in  our  pow-er  to  procure  fome  of  the  chief 
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inhabitants  of  our  parifhes,  to  accompany  the 
church-wardens  from  houfe  to  houfe  in  thefe 
collections  :  And  we  have  reafon  to  believe, 
that  fuch  a  propofal,  made  to  our  chief  inhabi- 
tants (particularly  in  this  city,  where  our  chief 
inhabitants  are  often  Peers  of  the  land)  would  be 
received  in  a  manner  very  little  to  our  own  fa- 
tisfaftion,  or  to  the  advantage  of  the  faid  collec- 
tions. 

Fourthly,  The  brief  doth  will,  require,  and 
command  the  bithops,  and  all  other  dignitaries 
of  the  church,  that  they  make  their  contribu- 
tions diftinctly,  to  be  returned  in  the  feveral  pro- 
vinces to  the  feveral  archbifhops  of  the  fame. 

Upon  which  we  take  leave  to  obferve,  that 
the  terms  of  expreflion  here,  are  of  the  ftrongeft 
kind,  and  in  a  point  that  may  fubject  the  faid 
dignitaries  (for  we  (hall  fay  nothing  of  the  bi- 
lliops)  to  great  inconveniencies. 

The  faid  dignitaries  are  here  willed,  required, 
and  commanded  to  make  their  contributions  di- 
ftinctly  ;  by  which  it  Ihould  feem  that  they  are 
abfolutely  commanded  to  make  contributions  (for 
the  word  dijlinSlly  is  but  a  circumftance),  and 
may  be  underftood  not  very  agreeable  to  a  vo- 
luntary, chearful,  contribution.  And  therefore, 
if  any  bifhop  or  dignitary  fhould  refufe  to  make 
his  contribution,  (perhaps  for  very  good  reafons) 
lie  may  be  thought  to  incur  the  crime  of  difobe- 
dience  to  his  Majefty,  which  all  good  fubjecls 
abhor,  when  fuch  a  command  is  according  to 
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Moll  dignities  of  this  kingdom  confift:  only  of 
parochial  tythes,  and  the  dignitaries  are  mini- 
fters  of  parifhes.  A  doubt  may  therefore  arife, 
whether  the  faid  dignitaries  are  willed,  required, 
and  commanded,  to  make  their  contributions  in 
both  capacities,  distinctly  as  dignitaries,  and  joint- 
ly as  parfons  or  vicars. 

Many  dignities  in  this  kingdom  are  the  pooreft 
kind  of  benefices  ;  and  it  fhould  feem  hard  to 
put  poor  dignitaries  under  the  neceffity,  either  of 
making  greater  contributions  than  they  can  af- 
ford, or  of  expofing  themfelves  to  the  cenfure 
of  wanting  chanty,  by  making  their  contribu- 
tions public. 

Our  Saviour  commands  us,  in  works  of  cha- 
rity, to  let  not  our  left  hand  kncio  what  our  right 
kind  doeth  ,-  which  cannot  well  confift  with  our 
being  willed,  required,  and  commanded  by  any 
earthly  power,  where  no  law  is  prefcribed,  to 
publilh  our  charity  to  the  world,  if  we  have  a 
mind  to  conceal  it. 

Fifthly,  Whereas  it  is  faid  in  the  faid  brief, 
That  the  parfon,  vicar,  &c.  of  every  parifh,  fhall, 
in  fix  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  faid  charity, 
return  it  to  his  refpective  chancellor,  £3V.  This 
may  be  a  great  grievance,  hazard,  and  expence 
to  the  faid  parfon,  in  remote  and  defolate  parts 
of  the  country,  where  often  an  honeft  mefienger 
(if  fuch  a  one  can  be  got)  muft  be  hired  to  travel 
forty  or  fifty  miles  going  and  coming  ;  which  will 
probably  coil  more  than  the  value  of  the  contri- 
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bution  he  carries  with  him.  And  this  charge, 
if  briefs  fhould  happen  to  be  frequent,  would 
be  enough  to  undo  many  a  poor  clergyman  in 
the  kingdom. 

Sixthly,  We  obferve  in  the  faid  brief,  that  the 
provoft  and  fellows  of  the  univerfity,  judges,  of- 
ficers of  the  courts,  and  profefibrs  of  laws  com- 
mon and  civil,  are  neither  willed,  required,  nor 
commanded  to  make  their  contributions ;  but 
that  fo  good  a  work  is  only  recommended  to 
them.  Whereas  we  conceive,  that  all  his  Ma- 
jefty's fubjects  are  equally  obliged,  with  or  with- 
out his  Majefty's  commands,  to  promote  works 
of  charity  according  to  their  power ;  and  that 
the  clergy,  in  their  ecclefiaftical  capacity,  are  on- 
ly liable  to  fuch  commands  as  the  rubric,  or  any 
other  law  fhall  enjoin,  being  born  to  the  fame 
privileges  of  freedom  with  the  reft  of  his  Maje- 
fty's fubjects. 

We  cannot  but  obferve  to  your  Grace,  that  in 
the  Englifh  act  of  the  fourth  year  of  Queen 
Anne,  for  the  better  collecting  charity-money  on 
briefs  by  letters- patent,  t*fc.  the  ministers  are 
obliged  only  to  read  the  briefs  in  their  churches, 
without  any  particular  exhortations  ;  neither  are 
they  commanded  to  go  from  houfe  to  houfe  with 
the  church-wardens,  nor  to  fend  the  money  col- 
lected to  their  refpective  chancellors,  but  to  pay 
it  to  the  undertaker  or  agent  of  the  fufferer  :  So 
that,  we  humbly  hope,  the  clergy  of  this  king- 
dom fhall  not,  without  any  law  in  being,  be  put 
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to  greater  hardfliips  in  this  cafe  than  their  bre- 
thren in  England,  where  the  legiflature,  intending 
to  prevent  the  abufes  in  collecting  charity-money 
on  briefs,  did  not  think  fit  to  put  the  clergy  un- 
der any  of  thofe  difficulties  we  now  complain  of, 
in  the  prefent  brief  by  letters-patent,  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  McCarthy  aforefaid. 

The  collections  upon  the  Lord's  day  are  the 
principal  fupport  of  our  own  numerous  poor  in 
our  feveral  pariflies  ;-and  therefore  every  (ingle 
brief,  with  the  benefit  of  a  full  collection  over 
the  whole  kingdom,  muft  deprive  feveral  thou- 
fands  of  poor  of  their  weekly  maintenance,  for 
the  fake  only  of  ons  perfon,  who  often  becomes 
a  luilerer  by  his  own  folly  or  negligence,  and  is 
fure  to  overvalue  his  loiles  double  or  treble  :  So 
that,  if  this  precedent  be  followed,  as  it  certain- 
ly will  if  the  prefent  brief  fhould  fucceed,  we 
may  probably  have  a  new  brief  every  week  ;  and 
thus,  for  the  advantage  of  fifty-two  perfons, 
whereof  not  one  in  ten  is  deferving,  and  for  the 
intcreft  of  a  dozen  dextrous  clerks  and  fecreta- 
ries,  the  whole  poor  in  the  kingdom  will  be 
likely  to  ftarve. 

We  are  credibly  informed,  that  neither  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Lord  Primate,  in  preparing  the  re- 
port of  his  Grace's  opinion,  nor  thofe  of  the 
great  feal,  in  palling  the*  patent  for  briefs,  will 
remit  any  of  their  fees,  both  which  do  amount 
to  a  conilderable  fum  :  And  thus  the  good  inten- 
tions of  well-difpofed  people  are  in  a  great  mea- 
fiire  difappointed,  a  large  part  of  their  charity 
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being  anticipated,  and  alienated  by  fees  and  gra- 
tuities. 

Laftly,  We  cannot  but  reprefent  to  your  Grace 
our  great  concern  and  grief,  to  fee  the  pains  and 
labour  of  our  church-wardens  fo  much  encreaf- 
ed,  by  the  injunctions  and  commands  put  upon 
them  in  this  brief,  to  the  great  difadvantage  of 
the  clergy  and  the  people,  as  well  as  to  their  own 
trouble,  damage,  and  lofs  of  time  j  to  which 
great  additions  have  been  already  made,  by  laws 
appointing  them  to  collect  the  taxes  for  the  watch 
and  the  poor-houfe,  which  they  bear  with  great 
unwillingnefs  ;  and  if  they  fhall  find  themfelves 
further  laden  with  fuch  briefs  as  this  of  M'Car- 
thy,  it  will  prove  fo  great  a  difcouragement,  that 
we  fhall  never  be  able  to  provide  honeft  and  fuf- 
ficient  perfons  for  that  weighty  office  of  church- 
warden, fo  necefTary  to  the  laity,  as  well  as  the 
clergy,  in  all  things  that  relate  to  the  order  and 
regulations  of  parifhes. 

Upon  all  thefe  confiderations,  we  humbly  hope 
that  your  Grace,  of  whofe  fatherly  care,  vigi- 
lance, and  tendernefs,  we  have  had  fo  many  and 
great  inftances,  will  reprefent  our  cafe  to  his  Moft 
Excellent  Majefty,  or  to  the  Chief  Governor  in 
this  kingdom,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  we  may  be 
neither  under  the  necefiky  of  declining  his  Ma- 
jefty's  command  in  his  letters-patent,  or  of  tak- 
ing new  and  grievous  burthens  upon  ourfelves 
and  our  church-wardens,  to  which  neither  the 
jubric,  nor  any  other  law  in  force,  oblige  us  to 
fubmit. 
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ANSWER  TO   BICKERSTAFF. 

Some  REFLECTIONS  upon  Mr  Bickerftaff's 
Predictions  for  the  year  1708  *, 

By  A  PERSON  OF  QUALITY. 

I  HAVE  not  obferved,  for  fome  years  paft,  any 
infignificant  paper  to  have  made  more  noife, 
or  be  more  greedily  bought,  than  that  of  thefe 
predictions.  They  are  the  wonder  of  the  com- 
mon people,  an  amufement  for  the  better  fort, 
and  a  jefl  only  to  the  wife  ;  yet,  among  thefe 
laft,  I  have  heard  fome  very  much  in  doubt, 
whether  the  author  meant  to  deceive  others,  or  is 
deceived  himfelf.  Whoever  he  was,  he  feems  to 
have  with  great  art  adjufted  his  paper,  both  to 
pleafe  the  rabble,  and  to  entertain  perfons  of  con- 
dition. The  writer  is,  without1  queftion,  a  gen- 
tleman of  wit  and  learning,  although  the  piece 
feems  haftily  written  in  a  fudden  frolic,  with  the 
fcornful  thought  of  the  pleafure  he  will  have,  in 
putting  this  great  town  into  a  wonderment  about 
nothing :  Nor  do  I  doubt,,  but  he,  and  his  friends 
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in  the  fecret,  laugh  often  and  plentifully  in  a 
corner,  to  reflect  how  many  hundred  thoufand 
fools  they  have  already  made.  And  he  has  them 
fiaft  for  fome  time :  For  To  they  are  like  to  con- 
tinue, until  his  prophecies  begin  to  fail  in  the 
events.  Nay  it  is  a  great  queftion,  whether  the 
mifcarriage  of  the  two  or  three  firft  will  fo  en- 
tirely undeceive  people,  as  to  hinder  them  from 
expecting  the  accomplilhing  of  the  reft.  I  doubt 
not  but  fome  thoufands  of  thefe  papers  are  care- 
fully preferved  by  as  many  perfons,  to  confront 
with  the  events,  and  try  whether  the  aftrologer 
exactly  keeps  the  day  and  the  hour.  And  thefe 
I  take  to  be  Mr  Bickerftaff's  choiceft  cullies,  for 
whofe  fake  chiefly  he  writ  his  amufement.  Mean- 
while he  has  feven  weeks  good,  during  which 
time  the  world  is  to  be  kept  in  fufpenfe ;  for  it  is 
fo  long  before  the  almanack-maker  is  to  die, 
which  is  the  firft  prediction  :  And,  if  that  fellow 
happens  to  be  a  fplenetic  viiionary  fop,  or  has 
any  faith  in  his  own  art,  the  prophecy  may 
punctually  come  to  pafs  by  very  natural  means ; 
as  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  who  was 
ill  ufed  by  a  mercer  in  town,  writ  him  a  letter  in 
an  unknown  hand,  to  give  him  notice  that  care 
had  been  taken  to  convey  a  flow  poifon  into  his 
drink,  which  would  infallibly  kill  him  in  a 
month ;  after  which  the  man  began  in  earneft 
to  languifh  and  decay,  by  the  mere  ftrength  of 
imagination,  and  would  certainly  have  dkd,  if 
care  had  not  been  taken  to  undeceive  him  before 
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the  jeft  went  too  far.  The  like  effect  upon  Par- 
tridge would  wonderfully  raife  Mr  Bickeritaff's 
reputation  for  a  fortnight  longer,  until  we  could 
hear  from  France,  whether  the  Cardinal  de  No- 
ailles  were  dead  or  alive  upon  the  fourth  of  April, 
which  is  the  fecond  of  his  predictions. 

For  a  piece  fo  carelefsly  written,  the  obferva- 
tions  upon  aftrology  are  reafonable  and  pertinent, 
the  remarks  juft  ;  and,  as  the  paper  is  partly  de- 
figned,  in  my  opinion,  for  a  fatire  upon  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  vulgar,  and  that  idle  itch  of  peep- 
ing into  futurities,  fo  it  is  no  more  than  what 
we  all  of  us  deferve.  And,  fince  we  mufl  be 
teazed  with  perpetual  hawkers  of  flrange  and 
•wonderful  things,  I  am  glad  to  fee  a  man  of  fenfe 
find  leifure  and  humour  to  take  up  the  trade 
for  his  and  our  diveriion.  To  fpeak  in  the  town 
phrafe,  it  is  a  bite  t  he  has  fully  had  his  'jeft,  and 
imy  be  fatisfied. 

I  very  much  approve  the  ferious  air  he  gives 
himfelf  in  his  introduction  and  conclufion,'  which 
has  gone  far  to  give  fome  people  of  no  mean 
rank  an  opinion  that  the  author  believes  himfelf. 
He  tells  us,  "  He  places  the  whole  credit  of  his 
"  art  on  the  truth  of  thefe  predictions,  and  will 
"  be  content  to  be  hooted  by  Partridge  and  the 
"  reft  for  a  cheat,  if  he  fails  in  any  one  parti- 
"  cular  :"  with  fcveral  other  ftrains  of  the  fame 
kind,  wherein  I  perfectly  believe  him  ;  and  that 
he  is  very  indifferent  whether  Ifaac  Bickerjlnff 
be  a  mark  of  infamy  or  not.  But  it  feems,  altho' 
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he  has  joirted  an  odd  firname  to  no  very  com- 
mon Chriftian  one,  that,  in  this  large  town, 
there  is  a  man  found  to  own  both  the  names, 
although,  I  believe,  not  the  paper. 

I  believe  it  is  no  final  1  mortification  to  this 
gentleman  aftrologer,  as  well  as  his  bookfeller, 
to  find  their  piece,  which  they  fent  out  in  a 
tolerable  print  and  paper,  immediately  feized  on 
by  three  or  four  interloping  printers  of  Grub- 
ftreet,  the  title  fluffed  with  an  abftract  of  the 
whole  matter,  together  with  the  ftandard  epithets 
of  grange  and  wonderful,  the  price  brought  down 
a  full  half,  which  was  but  a  penny  in  its  prime, 
and  bawled  about  by  hawkers  of  the  inferior  clafs, 
with  the  concluding  cadence  of  A  halfpenny  a 
piece.  But,  Sic  cecidit  Phaeton:  And,  to  comfort 
him  a  little,  this  production  of  mine  will  have  the 
fame  fate  :  To-morrow  will  my  ears  be  grated  by 
the  little  boys  and  wenches  in  jlraw  hats,  and  I 
muft  an  hundred  times  undergo  the  mortification 
to  have  my  own  work  offered  me  to  fale  at  an 
under-value.  Then,  which  is  a  great  deal  worfe, 
my  acquaintance  in  the  coffee-houfe  will  alk  me 
whether  I  have  feen  the  anfwer  to  'Squire  Bicker- 
ftaff's  predictions,  and  whether  I  know  the  pup- 
py that  writ  it :  And  how  to  keep  a  man's  coun- 
tenance in  fuch  a  juncture,  is  no  eafy  point  of 
conduct.  When,  in  this  cafe,  you  fee  a  man 
fliy  either  in  [praifing  or  condemning,  ready  to 
turn  off  the  difcourfe  to  another  fubject,  {land- 
ing as  little  in  the  light  as  he  can,  to  hide  his 
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blufhing,  pretending  to  fneeze  or  fake  fnuff,  or 
go  off  as  if  fudden  bufmefs  called  him  ;  then  ply 
him  clofe,  obferve  his  looks  narrowly,  fee  whether 
his  fpeech  be  conftrained  or  affected;  then  charge 
him  fuddenly,  or  whifper  and  fmile,  and  you 
will  foon  difcover  whether  he  be  guilty.  Al- 
though this  feem  not  to  the  purpofe  I  am  dif- 
courfing  on,  yet  I  think  it  to  be  fo ;  for  I  am 
much  deceived  if  I  do  not  know  the  true  author 
of  Bickerftaff's  Predictions,  and  did  not  meet 
with  him  fome  days  ago  in  a  coffee-houfe  at 
Covent-Garden. 

As  to  the  matter  of  the  Predictions  themfelves, 
I  fliall  not  enter  upon  the  examination  of  them  j 
but  think  it  very  incumbent  upon  the  learned 
Mr  Paitridge,  to  take  them  into  his  confideration, 
and  lay  as  many  errors  in  aftrology  as  poffible  to 
Mr  Bickerftaff's  account.  He  may  juftly,  I 
think,  challenge  the  'Squire  to  publifh  the  cal- 
culation he  has  made  of  Partridge's  nativity,  by 
the  credit  of  which  he  fo  determinately  pronoun- 
ces the  time  and  the  manner  of  his  death  ;  and 
Mr  Bickerftaff  can  do  no  lefs  in  honour,  than 
give  Mr  Partridge  the  fame  advantage  of  calcu- 
lating his,  by  fending  him  an  account  of  the 
time  and  place  of  his  birth,  with  other  particu- 
lars neceffary  for  fuch  a  work.  By  which,  no 
doubt,  the  learned  world  will  be  engaged  in  the 
difpute,  and  take  part  on  each  fide  according  as 
they  are  inclined. 

I  fhould  likewife  advife  Mr  Partridge  to  en- 
quire, why  Mr  Bickerftaff  does  not  fo  much  as 
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offer  at  one  prediction  to  be  fulfilled,  until  two 
months  after  the  time  of  publifhing  his  paper  ? 
This  looks  a  little  fufpicious,  as  if  he  were  defir- 
ous  to  keep  the  world  in  play  as  long  as  he  de- 
cently could,  elfe  it  were  hard  he  could  not  af- 
ford us  one  prediction  between  this  and  the  2pth 
of  March  ;  which  is  not  fo  fair  dealing  as  we 
have,  even  from  Mr  Partridge  and  his  brethren, 
who  give  us  their  predictions,  (fuch  as  they  are 
indeed)  for  every  month  in  the  year. 

There  is  one  paflage  in  Mr  Bickerftaff's  pa- 
per, that  feems  to  be  as  high  a  drain  of  aflurance 
as  I  have  any  where  met  with.  It  is  that  pre- 
diction for  the  month  of  June,  which  relates  to 
the  French  Prophets  here  in  town  ;  where  he 
tells  us,  "  They  will  utterly  difperfe,  by  feeing 
"  the  time  come  wherein  their  prophecies  fhould 
*f  be  fulfilled,  and  then  finding  themfelves  de- 
tf  ceived  by  contrary  events."  Upon  which  he 
adds,  with  great  reafon,  "  his  wonder  how  any 
"  deceiver  can  be  fo  weak,  to  foretell  things  near 
"  at  hand,  when  a  very  few  months  muft  difco- 
"  ver  the  impofture  to  all  the  world."  This  is 
fpoken  with  a  great  deal  of  affected  unconcerned- 
nefs,  as  if  he  would  have  us  think  himfelf  to  be 
not  under  the  leaft  apprehenfion,  that  the  fame 
in  two  months  will  be  his  own  cafe.  With  re- 
fpect  to  the  gentleman,  I  do  not  remember  10 
have  heard  of  fo  refined  and  pleafant  a  piece  of 
impudence,  which  I  hope  the  author  will  noJ: 
refent  as  an  uncivil  word,  becaufe  I  am  fure  I 
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enter  into  his  tafte,  and  take  it  as  he  meant  it. 
However,  he  half  deferves  a  reprimand  for  writ- 
ing with  fo  much  fcorn  and  contempt,  for  the 
underftandings  of  the  majority. 

For  the  month  of  July,  he  tells  us  of  "  a  Ge- 
"  neral,  who,  by  a  glorious  action,  will  reco- 
."  ver  the  reputation  he  loft  by  former  misfor- 
"  tunes."  This  is  commonly  underftood  to  be 
Lord  Galloway  ;  who,  if  he  be  already  dead,  as 
fome  News-papers  have  it,  Mr  Bickerftaff  has 
made  a  trip.  But  this  I  do  not  much  inilft  on  ; 
for  it  is  hard  if  another  General  cannot  be  found 
under  the  fame  circumjlances^  to  whom  this  pre- 
diction may  be  as  well  applied. 

The  French  King's  death  is  very  punctually 
related  ;  but  it  was  unfortunate  to  make  him 
die  at  Marli,  where  he  never  goes  at  that  feafon 
of  the  year,  as  I  obferved  myfelf  during  three 
years  I  paffed  in  that  kingdom  :  And,  dilcourf- 
ing  fome  months  ago  with  Monfieur  Tallard, 
about  the  French  court,  I  find  that  the  King  ne- 
ver goes  to  Marli  for  any  time,  but  about  the 
feafon  of  hunting  there,  which  is  not  till  Auguft. 
So  that  here  was  an  unlucky  flip  of  Mr  Bicker- 
ftaff, for  want  of  foreign  education. 

He  concludes  with  refuming  his  promife  of 
publifhing  entire  predictions  for  the  next  year; 
of  which  the  other  aftrologers  need  not  be  in 
very  much  pain.  I  fuppofe  we  ihall  have  them 
much  about  the  fame  time  with  The  general  Hif- 
tory  of  Ears.  I  believe  we  have  done  with  him 
VOL.  XI.  C  c  for 


for  ever  in  this  kind  ;  and,  although  I  am  no 
aftrologer,  may  venture  to  prophecy  that  Ifaac 
Bickerftaff,  Efq;  is  now  dead,  and  died  juft  at 
the  time  his  predictions  were  ready  for  the  prefs  : 
That  he  dropt  out  of  the  clouds  about  nine  days 
ago,  and,  in  about  four  hours  after,  mounted 
tip  thither  again  like  a  vapour  ;  and  will  one 
day  or  other,  perhaps,  defcend  a  fecond  time, 
when  he  has  fome  new,  agreeable,  or  amufing 
whimfy  to  pafs  upon  the  town  -,  wherein  it  is  ve- 
ry probable,  he  will  fucceed  as  often  as  he  is  dif- 
pofed  to  try  the  experiment,  that  is,  as  long  as  he 
can  preferve  a  thorough  contempt  for  his  own 
time  and  other  people's  underftandings,  and  is 
refolved  not  to  laugh  cheaper  than  at  the  expence 
of  a  million  of  people. 


HINTS 
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HINTS  ON  GOOD  MANNERS. 


GOOD  MANNERS  is  the  art  of  making 
every  reafonable  perfon  in  the  company 
eafy,  and  to  be  eafy  ourfelves. 

What  paffeth  for  good  manners  in  the  world, 
generally  produceth  quite  contrary  effects. 

Many  perfons  of  both  fexes,  whom  I  have 
known,  and  who  paffed  for  well-bred  in  their 
own  and  the  world's  opinion,  are  the  moft 
troublefome  in  company  to  others  and  themfelves. 

Nothing  is  fo  great  an  inftance  of  ill  manners, 
as  flattery.  If  you  flatter  all  the  company,  you 
pleafe  none  ;  if  you  flatter  only  one  or  two,  you 
affront  the  reft. 

Flattery  is  the  worft,  and  falfcft  way  of  {hew- 
ing your  efteem. 

Where  company  meets,  I  am  confident,  the 
few  reafonable  perfons  are  every  minute  tempted 
to  curie  the  man  or  woman  among  them,  who 
endeavours  to  be  moft  diftiiiguilhed  for  their 
good  nature. 

A  man  of  fenfe  would  rather  faft  till  night, 
than  dine  at  fome  tables,  where  the  lady  of  the 
houfe  is  poffeffed  with  good  manners  ;  uneafi- 
nefs,  prefling  to  eat,  teazing  with  civility  kfs 
practifed  in  England  than  here. 

C  c  2  Courts 


Courts  are  the  worft  of  all  fchools  to  teach 
good-manners. 

A  courtly  bow,  or  gait,  or  drefs,  are  no  part 
of  good-manners.  And  therefore  every  man  of 
good  underftanding  is  capable  of  being  well-bred 
tipon  any  occaflon. 

To  fpeafc  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  poffibly  of- 
fend any  reafonable  perfon  in  company,  is  the 
higheft  inftance  of  ill-manners. 

Good-manners  chiefly  confift  in  action,  not 
in  words.  Modefty  and  humility  the  chief  ingre- 
dients. 

•  I  have  known  the  court  of  England  under  four 
reigns,  the  two  Ltd  but  for  a  fhort  time  ;  and, 
whatever  good  manners  or  politenefs  I  obferved 
in  any  of  them,  was  not  of  the  court  growth, 
but  imported.  For  a  courtier  by  trade,  as  gentle- 
rnen-ufliers,  bed-chamber-women,  maids  of  ho- 
nour, *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Of  good  manners  as  to  converfation. 

Men  of  wit  and  good  underftanding,  as  well 
as  breeding,  are  fometimes  deceived,  and  give 
offence,  by  conceiving  a  better  opinion  of  thofe 
with  whom  they  converfe  than  they  ought  to  do. 
Thus  I  have  often  known  the  moft  innocent  rail- 
lery, and  even  of  that  kind  which  was  meJint  for 
praife,  to  be  miftaken  for  abufe  and  reflection. 

Of  gibing,  and  how  gibers  ought  to  fufter. 

Of  arguers,  perpetual  contradictors,  long-talk- 
ers, who  are  abfent  in  company,  interrupters, 
not  lifteners,  loud  laughers. 

Of 
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Of  thofe  men  and  women  whofe  face  is  ever 
in  a  fmile,  talk  ever  with  a  fmile,  condole  with  a 
(mile,  &c. 

Argument,  as  ufually  managed,  is  the  worft 
fort  of  converfation,  as  it  is  generally  in  books 
the  worft  fort  of  reading. 

Good  conrerfition  is  not  to  be  expected  in 
much  company,  becaufe  few  liften,  and  there  is 
continual  interruption.  But  good  or  ill  manners, 
are  difcovered,  let  the  company  be  ever  fo  large. 

Perpetual  aiming  at  wit,  a  very  bad  part  of 
converfation.  It  is  done  to  fupport  a  character : 
It  generally  fails :  It  is  a  fort  of  infult  on  the 
company,  and  a  conftraint  upon  the  fpeaker.' 

For  a  man  to  talk  in  his  own  trade,  or  bufinefs, 
or  faculty,  is  a  great  breach  of  good  manners. 
Divines,  phylicians,  lawyers,  foldiers,  particular- 
ly poets,  are  frequently  guilty  of  this  weaknefs. 
A  poet  conceives  that  the  whole  kingdom  *  * 
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RESOLUTIONS, 
WHEN  I  COME   TO  BE  OLD. 


Written  in  the  year  1695. 


N< 


O  T  to  marry  a  young  woman. 

Not  to  keep  young  company,  unlefs  they  reaP- 
ly  defire  it. 

Not  to  be  peevifh,  or  morofe,  or  fufpicious. 

Not  to  fcorn  prefent  ways,  or  wits,  or  fafhions, 
or  men,  or  war,  &c. 

Not  to  be  fond  of  children. 

Not  to  tell  the  fame  ftory  over  and  over  to  the 
fame  people. 

Not  to  be  covetous. 

Not  to  neglect  decency  or  cleanlinefs,  for  fear 
of  falling  into  naftinefs. 

Not  to  be  over  fevere  with  young  people,  but 
give  allowances  for  their  youthful  follies  and 
weaknefles. 

Not  to  be  influenced  by,  or  give  ear  to  knavifh 
tattling  fervants,  or  others. 

Not  to  be  too  free  of  advice,  nor  trouble  any 
but  thofe  who  defire  it. 

To 
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To  defire  fome  good  friends  to  inform  me 
which  of  thefe  refolutions  I  break  or  negleft, 
and  wherein  •,  and  reform  accordingly. 

Not  to  talk  much,  nor  of  myfelf. 

Not  to  boaft  of  my  former  beauty,  or  ftrength, 
or  favour  with  ladies,  &c. 

Not  to  hearken  to  flatteries,  nor  conceive  I  can 
be  beloved  by  a  young  woman  ;  et  eos  qui  haredi- 
tatem  captant^  odijje  ac  vitare. 

Not  to  be  pofitive  or  opinionative. 

Not  to  fet  up  for  obferving  all  thefe  rules,  for 
fear  I  fhould  obferve  none. 


LAWS 


W 


FOR         THE 


DEAN's      SERVANTS. 
DECEMBER  /th,  1733. 

IF  either  of  the  two  men  fervants  be  drunk, 
he  {hall  pay  an  Englifh  crown  out  of  his 
wages  for  the  faid  offence,  by  giving  the  Dean  a 
receipt  for  fo  much  wages  received. 

When  the  Dean  is  at  home,  no  fervant  fhall 
prefume  to  be  abfent,  without  giving  notice  to 
the  Dean,  and  afking  leave,  upon  the  forfeiture 
of  fixpence  for  every  half-hour  that  he  is  abfent, 
to  be  ftopt  out  of  his  or  her  board-wages. 

When  the  Dean  is  abroad,  no  fervant,  ex- 
cept the  woman,  fhall  prefume  to  leave  the  houfe 
for  above  one  half  hour  j  after  which,  for  every 
half-hour's  abfence  he  fhall  forfeit  fixpence  : 
And,  if  the  other  fervant  goes  out  before  the 
firft  returns,  he  fhall  pay  five  Shillings  out  of  his 
wages,  as  above. 

Whatever  fervant  fhall  be  taken  in  a  manifeft 
lie,  fhall  forfeit  one  fhilling  out  of  his  or  her 
board-wages. 

When  the  Dean  goes  about  the  houfe,  or  out- 
houfes,  or  garden,  or  to  Naboth's  Vineyard, 

whatever 
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whatever  things  he  finds  out  of  order,  by  neglect 
of  any  fervant  under  whofe  care  it  was,  that 
fervant  fhall  forfeit  fixpence,  and  fee  to  get  it 
mended  as  foon  as  poffible,  or  fuffer  more  for- 
feitures at  the  Dean's  discretion. 

If  two  fervants  be  abroad  together  when  the 
Dean  is  from  home,  and  the  fact  be  concealed 
from  the  Dean,  the  concealer  {hall  forfeit  two 
crowns  out  of  his  or  her  wages,  as  above. 

If,  in  waiting  at  table,  the  two  fervants  be  out 
of  the  room  together,  without  orders,  the  laft 
who  went  out  fhall  forfeit  three- pence  out  of  his 
board-wages. 

The  woman  may  go  out  when  the  Dean  is 
abroad  for  one  hour,  but  no  longer,  under  the 
fame  penalty  with  the  men :  But  provided  the 
two  men-fervants  keep  the  houfe  until  (he  re- 
turns ;  otherwife  either  of  the  fervants,  who  goes 
out  before  her  return,  (hall  forfeit  a  crown  out 
of  his  wages,  as  above. 

Whatever  other  laws  the  Dean  fhall  think  fit 
to  make,  at  any  time  to  come,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  his  fervants,  and  forfeitures  for  neglect 
or  difobedience,  all  the  fervants  fhall  be  bound 
to  fubmit  to. 

Whatever  other  fervant,  except  the  woman, 
fhall  prefume  to  be  drunk,  the  other  two  fer- 
vants fhall  inform  the  Dean  thereof,  under  pain 
of  forfeiting  two  crowns  out  of  his  or  her  wages, 
befides  the  forfeiture  of  a  crown  from  the  faid 
fervant  who  was  drunk. 

A 


A 

Q^   U     A     K      E      R   '    s  " 
LETTER  FROM  PHILADELPHIA, 

T    O 

JONATHAN  SWIFT  IN  DUBLIN. 

Chilad)  March  29,   1729. 
Friend  Jonathan  Swift, 

HAVING  been  often  agreeably  amufed  by 
thy  Tale,  (sV.  CsV.  and  being  now  loading 
a  fmall  fhip  for  Dublin,  I  have  fent  thee  a  gam- 
mon, the  produft  of  the  wilds  of  America  j 
which  perhaps  may  not  be  unacceptable  at  thy 
table,  fince  it  is  only  defigned  to  let  thee  know, 
that  thy  wit  and  parts  are  in  efteem  at  this  dif- 
tance  from  the  place  of  thy  refidence.  Thou 
need  afk  no  queftions  who  this  comes  from,  fince 
I  am  a  perfect  ftranger  to  thee. 

CH  A- 
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CHARACTER  OF  MRS  H****D. 
WRITTEN  IN  THE  YEAR  1727. 

I  SHALL  fay  nothing  of  her  wit  or  beauty, 
which  are  allowed  by  all  perfons  who  can 
judge  of  either,  when  they  hear  or  fee  her. 
Befides,  beauty  being  tranfient,  and  a  trifle,  can- 
not juftly  make  part  of  a  character.  And  I 
leave  others  to  celebrate  her  wit,  becaufe  it  will  be 
of  no  ufe  in  that  part  of  her  character  which  I 
intend  to  draw.  Neither  fliall  I  relate  any  part 
of  her  hiftory  ;  further  than,  that  {he  went,  in 
the  prime  of  her  youth,  to  the  Court  of  Hanover 
with  her  hufband,  and  became  of  the  Bed-cham- 
ber to  the  prefent  Princefs  of  Wales,  living  in 
expeftation  of  the  Queen's  *  death.  Upon  which 
event  Ihe  came  over  with  her  Miftrefs,  and  hath 
ever  llnce  continued  in  her  fervice ;  where,  from 
the  attendance  daily  paid  her  by  the  minifters, 
and  all  expectants,  (he  is  reckoned  much  the 
greateft  favourite  of  the  court  at  Leicefter-houfe : 
A  fituation  which  (he  hath  long  affected  to  defire 
that  it  might  not  be  believed. 

There  is  no  politician  who  morq  carefully 
watches  the  motions  and  difpofitions  of  things 
and  perfons  at  St  James's,  nor  can  form  his 

language 

Anne. 
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language  with  a  more  imperceptible  dexterity  to 
the  prefent  pofture  of  a  court,  or  more  early 
fbrefee  what  ftyle  may  be  proper  upon  any  ap- 
proaching juncture  of  affairs,  whereof  fhe  can 
gather  early  intelligence  without  afking  it,  and 
often  when  even  thofe  from  whom  fhe  hath  it 
are  not  fenfible  that  they  are  giving  it  to  her,  but 
equally  with  others  admire  her  fagacity.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  and  fhe,  both  think  they  under- 
ftand  each  other,  and  are  both  equally  miftaken. 
With  perfons  where  fhe  is  to  manage,  fhe  is 
very  dextrous  in  that  point  of  fkill  which  the 
French  call  tdter  le  pave ;  with  others  fhe  is  a 
great  vindicator  of  all  prefent  proceedings,  but 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  fhe  were  under  no  con- 
cern further  than  her  own  conviction,  and  won- 
dering how  any  body  can  think  otherwife.  And 
the  danger  is,  that  fhe  may  come  in  time  to  be- 
lieve herfelf ;  which,  under  a  change  of  princes, 
and  a  great  addition  of  credit,  might  have  bad 
confequences.  She  is  a  moft  unconfcionable 
dealer ;  for,  in  return  of  a  few  good  words, 
which  fhe  gives  to  her  lords  and  gentlemen  daily 
waiters  before  their  faces,  fhe  gets  ten  thoufand 
from  them  behind  her  back,  which  are  of  real 
fervice  to  her  character.  The  credit  fhe  hath  is 
managed  with  the  utmoft  thrift ;  and,  whenever 
Ihe  employs  it,  which  is  very  rarely,  it  is  only 
upon  fuch  occafions,  where  fhe  is  fure  to  get 
much  more  than  fhe  fpends.  For  inftance,  fhe 
would  readily  prefs  Sir  Robert  Walpole  to  do 
i  fome 


feme  favour  for  Colonel  Churchill,  or  Dodding*. 
ton  ;  the  Prince,  for  a  mark  of  grace  to  Mr 
Schutz  ;  and  the  Princefs,  to  be  kind  to  Mrs 
Clayton.  She  fometimes  falls  into  the  general 
miftake  of  all  courtiers,  which  is  that  of  not 
fuiting  her  talents  to  the  abilities  of  others  •,  but 
thinking  thofe  (he  deals  with,  to  have  lefs  art 
than  they  really  pofTefs  :  So  that  {he  may  poflibly 
be  deceived,  when  fhe  thinks  (he  deceiveth. 

In  all  offices  of  life,  except  thofe  of  a  courtier, 
ihe  a&s  with  juflice,  generofity,  and  truth.  She 
is  ready  to  do  good  as  a  private  perfon ;  and  I 
•would  almoft  think  in  charity,  that  flie  will  not 
do  harm  as  a  courtier,  unlefs  to  pleafe  thofe  in 
chief  power. 

In  religion,  fhe  is  at  leaft  a  Latitudinarian,  be- 
ing not  an  enemy  to  books  written  by  the  Free- 
thinkers ;  and  herein  fhc  is  the  more- blamcable, 
becaufe  flie  hath  too  much  morality  to  ftand  in 
need  of  them,  requiring  only  a  due  degi^ee  of 
faith  for  putting  her  in  the  road  to  falvation.  I 
fpeak  this  of  her  as  a  private  Lady,  not  as  a 
Court-favourite  ;  for,  in  the  latter  capacity,  fhe 
can  (hew  neither  faith  nor  works. 

If  fhe  had  never  feen  a  court,  it  is  not  impof- 
{ible  that  flie  might  have  been  a  friend. 

She  abounds  in  good  words,  and  expreffions 
of  good  wiflies,  and  will  concert  a  hundred 
fchemes.  for  the  fervice  of  thofe  whom  fhe  would 
be  thought  to  favour  :  Schemes  that  fometimes 
arife  from  them,  and  fometimes  from  herfclf ; 
VOL.  XI.  •  D  d  although, 
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although,  at  the  fame  time,  (he  very  well  kno**s 
them  to  be  without  the  leaft  probability  of  fuc- 
ceeding.  But,  to  do  her  juftice,  fhe  never  feeds 
or  deceives  any  perfon  with  promifes,  where  (he 
doth  not  at  the  fame  time  intend  a  degree  of 
fincerity. 

She  is,  upon  the  whole,  an  excellent  companion 
for  men  of  the  beft  accompliihments,  who  have 
nothing  to  defire  or  expect. 

What  part  fhe  may  acl  hereafter  in  a  large 
fphere,  as  Lady  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  a  great 

Q^- n,  (upon  fuppoling  the  death  of  his  pre- 

fent  Majefty  *,  and  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  to 
•vvhofe  title  her  hufband  fucceeds)  and  in  high 
cileem  with  a  K — g,  neither  fhe  nor  I  can  fore- 
tell. My  own  opinion  is  natural  and  obvious, 
that  her  talents  as  a  courtier  will  fpread,  enlarge, 
and  multiply  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  her  private 
virtues,  for  want  of  room  and  time  to  operate, 
will  be  laid  up  clean,  (like  cloaths  in  a  cheft),  to 
be  ufed  and  put  on,  whenever  fatiety,  or  fome 
reverfe  of  fortune,  or  increafe  of  ill  health,  (to 
which  laft  (he  is  fubjedt)  fhall  difpofe  her  to  re- 
tire. In  the  mean  time,  it  will  be  her  wifdom 
to  take  care,  that  they  may  not  be  tarnifhed  or 
moth-eaten,  for  want  of  airing,  and  turning,  at 
leaft  once  a-year. 

CH  A- 
*  George  the  Firft. 
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CHARACTER  of  DR  SHERIDAN. 

Written  in  the  year  1738. 

DOCTOR  THOMAS  SHERIDAN  died  at 
Rathfarnham,  the  tenth  of  October  1738, 
at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  :  His  dif- 
cafes  were  a  dropfy  and  afthma.     He  was  doubt- 
lefs  the   beft  inftrudtor  of  youth  in  thefe  king- 
doms,   or  perhaps  in  Europe  ;    and  as  great  a 
matter  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  languages.     He 
had  a  very  fruitful  invention,  and  a  talent  for 
poetry.     His   Englifh  verfes  were  full  of  wit  and 
humour,  but  neither  his  profe  nor  verfe  fuffi- 
ciently  correct :  However,  he  would  readily  fub- 
mit  to  any  friend,  who  had  a  true  tafte  in  profe 
or  verfe.     He  hath  left  behind  him  a  very  great 
collection,    in   feveral   volumes,    of  ftories,  hu- 
mourous, witty,  wife,  or  fome  way  ufeful,  ga- 
thered from  a  vaft  number  of  Greek,  Roman, 
Italian,    Spanifh,    French,    and   Engliih   writers. 
1   believe   I    may  have  feen  about    thirty,    large 
enough  to    make    as   many  moderate   books  in 
octavo,     Hut,  among  thofe  extracts,  there  were 
many  not  worth  regard ;  for  five  in  fix,  at  leaft, 
were   of  little   ufe  or   entertainment.      He   was 
(as  it  is  frequently  the  cafe  in  men  of  wit  and 
learning)  xvhat  the  French  call  a  Dupey  and  in  a 
D  d  2  very 
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very  high  degree.  The  greateft  dunce  of  a  tradef- 
man  could  impofe  upon  him,  for  he  was  altoge- 
ther ignorant  in  worldly  management.  His  chief 
fhining  quality,  was  that  of  a  fchool-mafter  ;  here 
he  fhone  in  his  proper  element.  He  had  fo 
much  {kill  and  practice  in  the  phyfiognomy  of 
boys,  that  he  rarely  miftook  at  the  firft  view. 
His  fcholars  loved  and  feared  him.  He  often  ra- 
ther chofe  to  fhame  the  ftupid,  but  punifh  the 
idlej  and  expofed  them  to  all  the  lads,  which 
was  more  fevere  than  lafhing.  Among  the  gen- 
tlemen in  this  kingdom  who  have  any  fhare  of 
education,  the  fcholars  of  Dr  Sheridan  infinitely 
excell,  in  number  and  knowledge,  all  their  bre- 
thren fent  from  other  fchools. 

To  look  on  the  Doctor  in  fome  other  lights, 
he  was  in  many  things  very  indifcreet,  to  fay  no 
worfe.  He  acted  like  too  many  clergymen,  who 
are  in  hafte  to  be  married  when  very  young  ;  and 
from  hence  proceeded  all  the  miferies  of  his  life. 
The  portion  he  got,  proved  to  be  juft  the  reverfe 
of  500!.  for  he  was  poorer  by  a  thoufand  :  So 
many  incumbrances  of  a  mother-in-law,  and 
poor  relations,  whom  he  was  forced  to  fupport 
for  many  years.  Inftead  of  breeding  up  his 
daughters  to  houfewifery  and  plain  cloaths,  he 
got  them,  at  a  great  expence,  to  be  clad  like 
ladies  who  had  plentiful  fortunes  ;  made  them 
only  learn  to  fing  and  dance,  to  draw  and  defign, 
to  give  them  rich  filks,  and  other  fopperies  •,  and 
his  two  eldeft  were  married  without  his  confent, 
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to  young  lads  who  had  nothing  to  fettle  on  them. 
However,  he  h;id  one  (on,  whom  the  Doctor 
fent  to  Wdftminftcr-fchool,  although  he  could 
ill  afford  it.  The  boy  was  there  immediately 
taken  notice  of;  upon  examination,  although  a 
mere  ftranger,'he  was  by  pure  merit  elected  a 
King's  fcholar.  It  is  true,  their  maintenance  falls 
fomething  fhort  :  The  Doctor  was  then  fo  poor, 
that  he  could  not  add  fourteen  pounds  to  enable 
the  boy  to  finifli  the  year;  which  if  he  had  done, 
he  would  have  been  removed  to  a  higher  clafs, 
and,  in  another  year,  would  have  been  fped  oft" 
(that  is  the  phrafe)  to  a  Fellowfhip  in  Oxford  or 
Cambridge  :  But  the  Doctor  was  forced  to  recall 
him  to  Dublin,  and  had  friends  in  our  univerfity 
to  fend  him  there,  where  he  hath  been  chofen  of 
the  foundation,  and,  I  think,  hath  gotten  an  ex- 
hibition, and  defigns  to  {land  for  a  Fellewfliip. 

The  Doctor  had  a  good  church-living  in  the 
fouth  parts  of  Ireland,  given  him  by  Lord  Car- 
terct ;  who,  being  very  learned  himfelf,  encou- 
rageth  it  in  others.  •  A  friend  of  the  Doctor's 
prevailed  on  his  Excellency  to  grant  it.  The  liv- 
ing was  well  worth  150!.  per  annum.  He  chan- 
ged it  very  loon  for  that  of  Dunboyn  ;  which,  by 
the  knavery  of  the  farmers,  and  power  of  the 
gentlemen,  fell  fo  very  low,  that  he  could  never 
get  Sol.  He  then  changed  that  living  for  the 
free-fchool  of  Cavan,  where  lie  might  have  lived 
well,  in  fo  cheap  a  country,  on  Sol.  falary  per 
emnum,  befldes  his  fcholars :  But  the  air,  he  faid,. 
D  d  3  ivas 


was  too  moift  and  unwholefome,  and  he  could 
not  bear  the  company  of  fome  perfons  in  that 
neighbourhood.  Upon  this  he  fold  the  fchool 
for  about  400!. — fpent  the  money,  grew  into  dif- 
eafes,  and  died. 

It  would  be  very  honourable,  as  well  as  juft, 
in  thofe  many  perfons  of  quality  and  fortune, 
who  had  the  advantage  of  being  educated  under 
Doctor  Sheridan,  if  they  would  pleafe  to  erect 
fome  decent  monument  over  his  body,  in  the 
church  where  it  is  depofited. 
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THE 

HISTORY 

OF       THE 

SECOND     SOLOMON*. 

Written  in  the  year  1729. 

HE  became  acquainted  with  a  perfon  diftin- 
guiftied  for  poetical  and  other  writings, 
and  in  an  eminent  ftation,  who  treated  him  with 
great  kindnefs  on  all  occafions  ;  and  he  became 
familiar  in  this  perfon's  houfe  f.  In  three  months 
time,  Solomon,  without  the  leaft  provocation, 
writ  a  long  poem,  defcribing  that  perfon's  mufe 
to  be  dead,  and  making  a  funeral  folemnhy  with 
afles,  owls,  &c.  and  gave  the  copy  among  all 
his  acquaintance. 

Solomon  became  acquainted  with  a  moft  de- 
ferring lady,  an  intimate  friend  of    the   above 
perfon  |,  who  entertained  him  alfo  as  fhe  would 
do  a  brother ;  and,  upon  giving  him  a  little  good 
advice,  in  the  moft  decent  manner,  with  relation 
to  his  wife,  he  told  her,  She  was  like  other  wo- 
men, as  bad  as  fhe  was,  and  that  they  were  all 
alike  j   altho'  his  wife  be,  in  every  regard,  ex- 
cept 
•  Dr  Sheridan.        f  Dean  Swift.        J  Stella. 
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cept  gallantry,  (which  no  creature  would  attempt) 
the  moft  difagreeable  beaft  in  Europe. 

He  lets  his  wife  (whom  he  pretends  to  hate  as 
fhe  deferves)  govern,  infult,  and  ruin  him,  as 
fhe  pleafes.  Her  character  is  this  :  Her  perfon 
is  deteftably  difagreeable  ;  a  moft  filthy  flut ;  lazy, 
and  flothful,  and  luxurious  ;  ill-natured,  envious, 
fufpicious ;  a  fcold,  expenlive  on  herfelf,  cove- 
tous to  others :  She  takes  thieves  and  whores, 
for  cheapnefs,  to  be  her  fervants,  and  turns  them 
off  every  week :  Pofitive,  iniblent,  an  ignorant, 
pratting,  overweening  fool ;  a  lov.er  of  the  dirti- 
eft  meaneft  company  ;  an  abominable  tattler, 
affecting  to  be  jealous  of  her  hulband  with  ladies 
of  the  beft  rank  and  merit,  and  merely  out  of 
affectation  for  perfect  vanity. 

Solomon  has  no  ill  defign  upon  any  perfon 
but  himfelf,  and  he  is  the  greateft  deceiver  of 
himfelf  on  all  occafions. 

His  thoughts  are  fudden,  and  the  moft  unrea- 
fonable  always  comes  uppermoft  ;  and  he  con- 
ftantly  refolves  and  acls  upon  his  firft  thoughts  ; 
and  then  afks  advice,  but  never  once  before. 

The  perfon  above  mentioned,  whom  he  lam- 
pooned in  three  months  after  their  acquaintance, 
procured  him  a  good  preferment  from  the  Lord 
Lieutenant :  Upon  going  down  to  take  polTefiion, 
Solomon  preached,  at  Corke,  a  fermon  on  King 
George's  birth-day,  on  this  text,  Sufficient  to  the 
day  is  tlx  evil  thereof.  Solomon  having  been  fa- 
mous for  a  high  Tory,  and  fufpe&ed  as  a  Jaco- 
bite, it  was  a  moft  difficult  thing  to  get  any 
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thing  for  him :  But  that  perfon  bemg  an  old 
friend  of  Lord  Carteret,  prevailed  againft  all  So- 
lomon's enemies,  and  got  him  made  likewife  one 
of  his  Excellency's  chaplains.  But,  upon  this 
fermon,  he  was  (truck  out  of  the  lift,  and  for- 
bid the  Caftle,  until  that  lame  perfon  brought 
him  again  to  the  Lieutenant,  and  made  them 
friends. 

A  fancy  fprung  in  Solomon's  head,  that  a 
houfe  near  Dublin  would  be  commodious  for  him 
ancrhis  boarders,  to  lodge  in  on  Saturdays  and 
Sundays  :  Immediately,  without  confulting  with 
any  creatui-e,  he  takes  a  leafe  of  a  rotten  houfe 
at  Rathfarnham,  the  worft  air  in  Ireland,  for 
999  years>  flt  twelve  pounds  a  year  ;  the  land, 
which  was  only  a  ftrip  of  ground,  not  being 
worth  twenty  Shillings  a-year.  When  the  fame 
perfon  whom  he  lampooned  heard  the  thing,  he 
begged  Solomon  to  get  a  claufe  of  furrender,  and 
at  laft  prevailed  to  have  it  done  after  twenty-one 
years  ;  becaufe  it  was  a  madnefs  to  pay  eleven 
pounds  a-year,  for  a  thoufand  years,  for  a  houfe 
that  could  not  laft  twenty.  But  Solomon  made 
an  agreement  with  his  landlady,  that  he  fhould 
be  at  liberty  to  furrender  his  leafe  in  feven  years  ; 
and,  if  he  did  not  do  it  at  that  time,  fhould  be 
obliged  to  keep  it  for  999  years.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  expends  about  one  hundred  pounds  on 
the  houfe  and  garden-wall ;  and,  in  lefs  than 
three  yearsv  contracts  fuch  a  hatred  to  the  houfe, 
that  he  lets  it  run  to  ruin :  So  that,  when  the 
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feven  years-  are  expired,  he  muft  either  take  it 
for  the  remainder  of  the  999  years,  or  be  fued 
for  wafte,  and  lofe  all  the  money  he  laid  out : 
And  now  he  pays  twelve  pounds  a-year,  for  a 
place  he  never  fees. 

Solomon  has  an  eftote  of  about  thirty-five 
pounds  per  annum,  in  the  county  of  Cavan  ;  up- 
on which,  inftead  of  ever  receiving  one  penny 
rent,  he  hath  expended  above  thirty  pounds  per 
annum,  in  buildings  and  plantations,  which  are 
all  gone  to  ruin. 

Solomon  is  under-tenant  to  a  Bifhop's  leafe  : 
He  is  bound,  by  articles  to  his  Lord  (hip,  to  re- 
new and  pay  a  fine,  whenever  the  Bifhop  re- 
news with  his  landlord,  and  to  raife  his  rent  as 
the  landlord  fhall  raife  it  to  the  Bifhop.  Seven 
years  expire:  Solomon's  landlord  demands  a  fine, 
which  he  readily  pays ;  then  he  afks  for  a  leafe  : 
The  landlord  fays,  he  may  have  it  at  any  time. 
He  never  gets  it.  Another  feven  years  elapfe : 
Solomon's  landlord  demands  another  fine,  and 
an  additional  rent :  Solomon  pays  both  j  afks 
to  have  his  leafe  renewed  :  The  fteward  anfwers, 
he  will  fpeak  to  his  mafter.  Seventeen  years  are 
elapfed  :  The  landlord  fends  Solomon  word  that 
his  leafe  is  forfeited,  becaufe  he  hath  not  renew- 
ed, and  paid  his  fines  according  to  articles  j  and 
now  they  are  at  law  upon  this  admirable  cafe. 

It  is  Solomon's  great  happinefs,  that  when  he 
afts  in  the  common  concerns  of  life,  againft  com- 
mon fenfe  and  reafon,  he  values  himfelf  there- 
upon, 
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upon,  as  if  it  were  the  mark  of  a  great  genius, 
above  little  regards  of  arts,  and  that  his  thoughts 
are  too  exalted  to  defcend  into  the  knowledge  of 
vulgar  management ;  and  you  cannot  make  him 
a  greater  compliment,  tfean  by  telling  inftances 
to  the  company,  before  his  face,  how  carelefs 
he  was  in  any  affair  that  related  to  his  intereft 
and  fortune. 

He  is  extremely  proud  and  captious,  apt  to 
refent,  as  an  affront  and  indignity,  what  was  ne- 
ver intended  for  either. 

He  is  allured  as  eafily  by  every  new  acquaint- 
ance, efpecially  among  women,  as  a  child  is  by 
a  new  play-thing ;  and  is  led  at  will  by  them 
to  fufpecl  and  quarrel  with  his  beft  friends,  of 
whom  he  hath  loft  the  greareft  part,  for  want  of 
that  indulgence  which  they  ought  to  allow  for 
his  failings. 

He  is  a  generous,  honeft,  good-natured  man  j 
but  his  perpetual  want  of  judgment  and  difcre- 
tion,  makes  him  aft  as  if  he  were  neither  gene- 
rous, honeft,  nor  good-natured. 

The  perfon  above  mentioned,  whom  he  lam- 
pooned, and  to  whom  he  owes  his  preferment, 
being  in  the  country,  and  out  of  order  ^Solomon 
had  appointed  to  come  for  him  with  a  chaife, 
and  bring  him  to  town.  Solomon  fent  him  word, 
that  he  was  to  fet  out  on  Monday,  and  did  ac- 
cordingly,— but  to  another  part  of  the  kingdom 
thirty  miles  wide  of  the  place  appointed,  in  com- 
pliment to  a  lady  who  was  going  that  way  ;  there 
Itaid  with  her  and  her  family,  a  month  j  then 
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fent  the  chaife,  in  the  midfl  of  winter,  to  bring 
the  faid  perfon,  where  Solomon  would  meet  him, 
declaring  he  could  not  venture  himfelf  for  fear 
of  the  froft  :  And  upon  the  faid  perfon  refuting 
to  go  in  the  chaife  alone,  or  to  truft  to  Solo- 
mon's appointment,  and  being  in  ill-health  ;  So- 
lomon fell  into  a  formal  quarrel  with  that  perfon, 
and  foully  mifreprefented  the  whole  affair  to 
juftify  himfelf. 

SolomoR  had  published  a  humorous  ballad, 
called  Balyfpellin,  whither  he  had  gone  to  drink 
the  waters  with  a  new  favourite  lady.  The 
ballad  was  in  the  manner  of  Mr  Gay's  on  Molly 
Moggy  pretending  to  contain  all  the  rhymes  of 
Ballyfpellin.  His  friend,  the  perfon  fo  often 
mentioned,  being  at  a  gentleman's  houfe  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  merry  over  Solomon's  bal- 
lad, they  agreed  to  make  another  in  difpraife  of 
Ballyfpellin-wells,  which  Solomon  had  celebrated, 
and  with  all  new  rhymes  not  made  ufe  of  in 
Solomon's.  The  thing  was  done,  and  all  in  a 
mere  jeft  and  innocent  merriment.  Yet  Solomon 
was  prevailed  upon,  by  the  lady  he  went  with, 
to  refent  this  as  an  affront  on  her  and  himfelf ; 
which  he  did  accordingly,  againft  all  the  rules  of 
reafon,  tafte,  good-nature,  judgment,  gratitude, 
or  common  manners. 

He  will  invite  fix  or  more  people  of  condition 
to  dine  with  him  on  a  certain  day,  fome  of  them 
living  five  or  fix  miles  from  town.  On  the  day 
appointed,  he  will  be  abfent,  and  know  nothing 
of  the  matter,  and  they  all  go  back  difappointed  : 
i  When 


"When  he  is  told  of  this,  he  is  pleafed,  becaufe  it 
ihews  him  to  be  a  genius,  and  a  man  of  learning. 

Having  lain  many  years  under  the  obloquy  of 
a  High  Tory  and  Jacobite,  upon  the  prefent 
Caeca's  birth-day,  he  writ  a  fong,  to  be  per- 
formed before  the  Government,  and  thofe  who 
attended  them,  in  praife  of  the  Queen  and  the 
King,  on  the  common  topics  of  her  beauty,  wit, 
family,  love  of  England,  and  all  other  virtues, 
wherein  the  King  and  the  Royal  Children  were 
fliarers.  It  was  very  hard  to  avoid  the  common 
topics,  which  were  mentioned  in  abundance.  A 
young  collegiaii,  who  had  done  the  fame  job  the 
year  before,  got  fome  reputation  on  the  account 
of  his  wit :  Solomon  would  needs  vie  with  him, 
by  which  he  loft  all  the  efteem  of  his  old  friends 
the  Tories,  and  got  not  the  leaft  intereil  with 
the  Whigs  ;  for  they  are  now  too  ftrong  to  want 
advocates  of  that  kind  :  And  therefore  one  of 
the  Lords  Juftices,  reading  the  verfes  in  fome 
company,  (aid,  "  Ah,  Doctor,  this  fliall  not  do." 
His  name  was  at  length  in  the  title-page  -,  and  he 
did  this  without  the  knowledge  or  advice  of  one 
living  foul,  as  he  himfelf  confcffeth. 

His  full  conviction  of  having  acted  wrong,  in 
a  hundred  inftances,  leaves  him  as  pofitive  in  the 
next  inftance,  as  if  he  had  never  been  miliaken 
ID  his  life :  And  if  you  go  to  him  the  next  day, 
and  find  him  convinced  in  the  laft,  he  harh  ano- 
ther inftance  ready,  wherein  he  is  as  pofitive  as 
he  was  the  day  before. 

VOL,  XI.  £c  r 
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O  N    T  H  E 

DEATH  of  Mrs  JOHNSON, 
[STELLA.] 

THIS  day,  being  Sunday  January  28th 
1727-8,  about  eight  o'clock  at  night,  a 
fervant  brought  rae  a  note,  with  an  account  of 
the  death  of  the  trueft,  raoft  virtuous,  and  va- 
luable friend,  that  I,  or  perhaps  any  other  per- 
fon,  ever  was  blefled  with.  She  expired  about  fix 
in  the  evening  of  this  day  ;  and,  as  foon  as  I  am 
left  alone,  which  is  about  eleven  at  night,  I  re- 
folve,  for  my  own  fatisfaction,  to  fay  fomething 
of  her  life  and  character. 

She  was  born  at  Richmond  in  Surrey,  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1681. 
Her  father  was  a  younger  brother  of  a  good  fa- 
mily in  Nottinghamshire,  her  mother  of  a  lower 
degree  ;  and  indeed  flie  had  little  to  boaft  of  her 
birth.  I  knew  her  from  fix  years  old,  and  had 
fome  fliare  in  her  education,  by  directing  what 
books  lhe  fhould  read,  and  perpetually  in ftruct- 
ing  her  in  the  principles  of  honour  and  virtue  ; 
from  which  (he  never  fwerved  in  any  one  action 
or  moment  of  her  life.  She  was  fickly  from  her 
childhood,  until  about  the  age  of  fifteen  :  But 
then  grew  into  perfect  health,  and  was  looked 
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upon  as  one  of  the  moft  beautiful,  graceful,  and 
agreeable  young  women  in  London, — only  a  little 
too  fat.  Her  hair  was  blacker  than  a  raven,  and 
every  feature  of  her  face  in  perfection.  She  lived 
generally  in  the  country,  with  a  family,  where 
ihe  contracted  an  intimate  friendfhip  with  an- 
other Lady  of  more  advanced  years.  I  was  then 
(to  my  mortification)  fettled  in  Ireland  ;  and, 
about  a  year  after,  going  to  vifit  my  friends  in 
England,  I  found  (lie  was  a  little  uneafy  upon  the 
death  of  a  perfon  on  whom  fhe  had  fome  de- 
pendance.  Her  fortune,  at  that  time,  was  in  all 
not  above  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  the  intereft  of 
which  was  but  a  fcanty  maintenance,  in  fo  dear  a 
country,  for  one  of  her  fpirit.  Upon  this  con- 
fideration,  and  indeed  very  much  for  my  own 
fatisfnftion,  who  had  few  friends  or  acquaint- 
ance in  Ireland,  I  prevailed  with  her,  and  her 
dear  friend  and  companion  the  other  lady  *,  to 
draw  what  money  they  had  into  Ireland,  a  great 
part  of  their  foitune  being  in  annuities  upon 
funds.  Money  was  then  at  ten  per  cent,  in  Ire- 
land, befides  the  advantage  of  returning  it,  and 
ail  neceflarics  of  life  at  half  the  price.  They 
complied  with  my  advice,  and  foon  after  came 
over;  but,  I  happening  to  continue  fome  time 
longer  in  England,  they  were  much  difcouraged 
to  live  in  Dublin,  where  they  were  wholly  Gran- 
gers. She  was  at  that  time  about  nineteen  year> 
old,  and  her  perfon  was  foon  diltinguifhed.  But 
£  e  2  the 
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the  adventure  looked  fo  like  a  frolic,  the  cen- 
fure  held,  for  fome  time,  as  if  there  were  a  fe» 
cret  hiftory  in  fuch  a  removal ;  which,  however, 
foon  blew  off  by  her  excellent  conduct.  She- 
came  over  with  her  friend  on  the  in 
the  year  1 70 —  ;  and  they  both  lived  together 
until  this  day,  when  death  removed  her  from 
us.  For  fome  years  paft,  fhe  had  been  vifitei 
with  continual  ill-health  ;  and  feveral  times,  with- 
in thefe  laft  two  years,  her  life  was  defpaired  of. 
But,  for  this  twelvemonth  paft,  fhe  never  had  a 
day's  health  ;  and,  properly  fpeaking,  fhe  hath 
been  dying  fix  months, — but  kept  alive,  almotl 
againft  nature,  by  the  generous  kindnefs  of  two 
phyficians,  and  the  care  of  her  friends.  Thus  far 
I  writ  the  fame  night  between  eleven  and  twelve. 

NEVER  was  any  of  her  fex  born  with  better 
gifts  of  the  mind,  or  more  improved  them  by 
reading  and  converfation.  Yet  her  memory  was 
not  of  the  beft,  and  was  impaired  in  the  latter 
years  of  her  life.  But  I  cannot  call  to  mind,  that 
I  ever  once  heard  her  make  a  wrong  judgment 
of  perfons,  books,  or  affairs.  Her  advice  was 
always  the  heft,  and  with  the  greateft  freedom, 
mixt  with  the  greateft  decency.  She  had  a  grace- 
fulnefs  fomewhat  more  than  human,  in  every 
motion,  word,  and  action.  Never  was  fo  happy 
a  conjunction  of  civility,  freedom,  eafinefs,  and 
fmcerity.  There  feemed  to  be  a  combination, 
among  all  that  knew  her,  to  treat  her  with  a 
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dignity  much  beyond  her  rank  :  Yet  people  of 
all  forts  were  never  more  eafy  than  in  her  com- 
pany. Mr  Addiibn,  when  he  was  in  Ireland, 
being  introduced  to  her,  immediately  found  her 
out ;  and,  if  he  had  not  foon  after  left  the  king- 
dom, allured  me  he  would  have  ufed  all  endea- 
vours to  cultivate  her  frienclfhip.  A  rude  or 
conceited  coxcomb  parted  his  time  very  ill,  upon- 
the  leaft  breach  of  refpeft;  for,,  in  fuch  a  cafe,, 
fhe  had  no  mercy,  but  was  fure  to  expofe  him  to 
the  contempt  of  the  ftanders-by, — yet  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  he  was  afnamed  to  complain,  and  durft 
not  rcfent.  All  of  us  who  had  the  happinefs  of 
her  friendfhip,  agreed  unanimoufty,  that,  in  an 
afternoon  or  evening's  converfation,  {he  never 
failed,  before  we  parted,  of  delivering  the  befl 
thing  that  was  faid  in  the  company.  Some  of  us 
have  written  down  feveroJ  of  her  layings,  or  what 
the  Frepch  call  Ben  Mots,  wherein  £he  excelled 
almoft  beyond  belief.  She  never  miftook  the 
underftandrng  of  others ;  nor  ever  faid  a  fcvere 
word,  but  where  a  much  feverer  was  deferved. 

Her  fervants  loved,  and  almoft  adored  her, 
at  the  fame  time.  She  would,  upon  occafions, 
treat  them  xvith  freedom ;  yet  her  demeanor  was 
fo  awful,  that  they  durft  not  fail  in  the  kaft  point 
of  reipect.  She  chid  them  felclom,  but  it  was 
with  fcverity,  which  had  an  elTec"l  upon  them  for 
a  long  time  after. 

January  2oth.  My  head  achs,  and  I  can  write 
?*>  more. 

E  e-  3  Jaauary 
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January  3oth,  Tuefday.  This  is  the  night  of 
the  funeral,  which  my  ficknefs  will  not  fuffer  me 
to  attend.  It  is  now  nine  at  night,  and  I  am  re- 
moved into  another  apartment,  that  I  may  not 
fee  the  light  in  the  church,  which  is  juft  over 
againft  the  window  of  my  bed-chamber. 

With  all  the  foftnefs  of  temper  that  became  a 
lady,  fhe  had  the  perfonal  courage  of  a  hero. 
She  and  her  friend  having  removed  their  lodg- 
ings to  a  new  hovife,  which  flood  folitary,  a  par- 
cel of  rogues,  armed,  attempted  the  houfe,  where 
there  was  only  one  boy.  She  was  then  about  four 
and  twenty  :  And,  having  been  warned  to  ap- 
prehend fome  fuch  attempt,  fhe  learned  the  ma- 
nagement of  a  piftol ;  and,  the  other  woman 
and  fervants  being  half-dead  with  fear,  fhe  ftole 
foftly  to  her  dining-room  window,  put  on  a  black 
hoocl  to  prevent  being  feen,  primed  the  piftoi 
frefh,  gently  lifted  up  the  fafli,  and,  taking  her 
aim  with  the  utmoft  prefence  of  mind,  difchar- 
ged  the  piftol,  loaden  with  the  ballets,  into  the 
body  of  one  villain,  who  ftood  the  faireft  mark. 
The  fellow,  mortally  wounded,  was  carried  off 
by  the  reft,  and  died  the  next  morning  ;  but  his 
companions  could  not  be  found.  The  Duke  of 
Ormoad  hath  often  drank  her  health  to  me  t^p- 
on  that  account,  and  had  always  an  high  cfrcern 
of  her.  She  was  indeed  under  fome  appreheu- 
fions  of  going  in  a  boat,  after  fome  danger  fhe 
fhe  had  narrowly  efcaped  by  water  ;  but  fhe  was 
reaibned  thoroughly  out  of  it.  She  was  never 
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known  to  cry  out,  or  difcover  any  fear,  in  a 
coach,  or  on  horfeback, — or  any  uneafinefs  by 
thofe  fudclen  accidents,  with  which  raoft  of  her 
fex,  either  by  weaknefs  or  affectation,  appear  fo 
much  difordered. 

She  never  had  the  leaft  abfence  of  mind  in  con- 
•verfation,  nor  given  to  interruption, — or  appear- 
ed eager  to  put  in  her  word,  by  waiting  impatient- 
ly until  another  had  done.  She  fpoke  in  a  moft 
agreeable  voice,  in  the  plaineft  words,  never  he- 
fitating, — except  out  of  modefty  before  new  faces, 
where  (lie  was  fomewhat  referved ;  nor,  among 
her  neareft  friends,  ever  fpoke  much  at  a  time. 
She  was  but  little  verfed  in  the  common  topics 
of  female  chat  j  fcandal,  cenfure,  and  detraction, 
never  came  out  of  her  mouth  :  Yet,  among  a 
few  friends,  in  private  converfation,  flie  made 
little  ceremony  .in  difcovering  her  contempt  of  a 
coxcomb,  and  dclcribing  all  his  follies  to  the 
life ;  but  die  follies  of  her  own  fex,  {he  was  ra- 
ther inclined  to  extenuate,  or  to  pity. 

When  flie  was  once  convinced  by  open  facts,  of 
any  breach  of  truth  or  honour,  in  a  perfon  of 
high  itation,  efpecially  in  the  church,  fhe  could 
not  conceal  her  indignation,  nor  hear  them  nam- 
ed, without  fhewing  her  difpleafure  in  her  coun- 
tenance ;  particularly  one  or  two  of  the  latter 
fort,  whom  flie  had  known  and  efteemed,  but 
detefted  above  all  mankind,  when  it  was  mani- 
feft,  that  they  had  facrificed  thofe  two  precious 
virtues  to  their  ambition,  and  would  much  fooner 
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have  forgiven   them   the  common  immoralities 
of  the  laity. 

Her  frequent  fits  of  ficknefs,  in  moft  parts  of 
her  life,  had  prevented  her  from  making  that 
progrefs  in  reading,  which  fhe  would  otherwife 
have  done.  She  was  well  verfed  in  the  Greek 
and  Roman  ftory,  and  was  not  unfkilled  in  that 
of  France  and  England.  She  fpoke  French  per- 
fectly, but  forgot  much  of  it  by  neglect  and  fick- 
nefs. She  had  read  carefully  all  the  beft  books 
of  travels,  which  ferve  to  open  and  enlarge  the- 
mind.  She  underftoocl  the  Platonic  and  Epicu- 
rean philofophy,  and  judged  very  well  of  the  de- 
fects of  the  latter.  She  made  very  judicious  ab- 
ftra&s  of  the  beft  books  fl>e  had  read.  She  un- 
derftood  the  nature  of  government,  and  could 
point  out  all  the  errors  of  Hobbes,  both  in  that 
and  religion.  She  had  a  good  infight  into  phy- 
fic,  and  knew  fomewhat  of  anatomy  j  in  both 
which  fhe  was  i»ftruc~kd  m  her  younger  days,  by 
an  eminent  phyfician,  who  had  her  long  under 
his  care,  and  bore  the  higheft  efteem  of  her  per- 
fon  and  underftanding.  She  had  a  true  tafte  for 
wit  and  good  fenfe,  both  in  poetry  and  profe, 
and  was  a  perfect  good  critic  of  fryle  :  Neither 
was  it  eafy  to  lind  a  more  proper  or  impartial 
judge,  whofe  advice  an  author  might  better  rely 
on,  if  he  intended  to  fend  a  thing  into  the  world, 
provided  it  was  on  a  fubjecl:  that  came  within  the 
compafs  of  her  knowledge.  Yet,  perhaps,  fhe 
tvas  fometimcs  too  fevere,  which  is  a  ftfe  and 
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pardonable  error.  She  preferved  her  wit,  judg* 
ment,  and  vivacity,  to  the  laft, — but  often  uted 
to  complain  of  her  memory. 

Her  fortune,  with  fome  accefiion,  could  not, 
as  I  have  heard  fay,  amount  to  much  more  than 
two  thoufand  pounds,  whereof  a  great  part  fell 
with  her  life,  having  been  placed  upon  annuities 
in  England,  and  one  in  Ireland.  In  a  perfon  fo 
extraordinary,  perhaps  it  may  be  pardonable  to 
mention  fome  particulars,  although  of  little  mo- 
ment, further  than  to  fet  forth  her  character. 
Some  prefects  of  gold-pieces  being  often  made  to 
her  while  fhe  was  a  girl,  by  her  mother  and  other 
friends,  on  promife  to  keep  them,  fhe  grew  into 
fuch  a  fpirit  of  thrift,  that,  in  about  three  years, 
they  amounted  to  above  two  hundred  pounds. 
She  ufed  to  fhew  them,  with  boafting ;  but  her 
mother,  apprehending  fhe  would  be  cheated  of 
them,  prevailed,  in.  fome  months,  and  with  great 
importunities,  to  have  them  put  out  to  intereft : 
When  the  girl  loft  the  pleafure  of  feeing  and 
counting  her  gold,  which  (lie  never  failed  of  do- 
ing many  times  in  a  day,  and  defpaired  of  heap- 
ing up  iuch  another  treafure,  her  humour  took 
the  quite  contrary  turn  :  She  grew  carelefs  and 
fquandering  of  every  new  acquiiuion,  ;\nd  fo  con- 
tinued till  about  two  and  twenty  ;  when,  by  ad- 
vice of  fome  friends,  and  the  fright  of  paying 
large  bills  of  tradefmen,  who  enticed  her  into 
their  debt,  fhe  began  to  reflect  upon  her  own 
folly,  and  was  never  at  reft  until  £be  had  difchar* 
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ged  all  her  fhop-bills,  and  refunded  herfelf  a 
confiderable  fum  ihe  had  run  out.  After  which, 
by  the  addition  of  a  few  years,  and  a  fuperior 
underftanding,  fhe  became,  and  continued  all 
her  life,  a  moft  prudent  oeconomift ;  yet  ftill  with 
a  ftrong  bent  to  the  liberal  fide,  wherein  fhe  gra- 
tified herfelf,  by  avoiding  all  expence  in  cloaths, 
(which  fhe  ever  defpifed)  beyond  what  was  mere- 
ly decent.  And,  although  her  frequent  returns 
of  ficknefs  were  very  chargeable,  except  fees  to 
phyficians,  of  which  fhe  met  with  feveral  fo  ge- 
nerous that  fhe  could  force  nothing  on  them, 
(and  indeed  fhe  muft  otherwife  have  been  un- 
done);  yet  fhe  never  was  without  a  confiderable 
fum  of  ready  money  :  Infomuch,  that,  upon  her 
death,  when  her  nearefl  friends  thought  her  very 
bare,  her  executors  found,  in  her  ftrong  box, 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  gold.  She 
lamented  the  narrownefs  of  her  fortune,  in  no- 
thing fo  much  as  that  it  did  not  enable  her  to 
entertain  her  friends  fo  often,  and  in  fo  hofpi- 
table  a  manner,  as  fhe  defired.  Yet  they  were  al- 
ways welcome  ;  and,  while  fhe  was  in  health  to 
direct,  were  treated  with  neatnefs  and  elegance  : 
So  that  the  revenues  of  her  and  her  companion, 
paHed  for  much  more  confiderable  than  they 
really  were.  They  lived  always  in  lodgings,  their 
domeflicks  confifting  of  two  maids  and  one  man. 
She  kept  an  account  of  all  the  family-expences, 
from  her  arrival  in  Ireland,  to  fome  months  be- 
fore her  death  j  and  fhe  would  often  repine, 
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when  looking  back  upon  the  annals  of  her  houfe* 
hold  bills,  that  every  thing  neceflary  for  life  was 
double  the  price,  while  intereft  of  money  was 
funk  almoft  to  one  half;  fo  that  the  addition 
made  to  her  fortune  was  indeed  grown  abfolute- 
ly  neceflary. 

[T  fince  writ  as  I  found  time.1] 

But  her  charity  to  the  poor  was  a  duty  not  to 
be  diminifhed,  and  therefore  became  a  tax  upon 
thofe  tradefmen  who  furnifh  the  fopperies  of 
other  ladies.  She  bought  cloaths  as  feldom  as 
poffible,  and  thofe  as  plain  and  cheap  as  coniifted 
with  the  fituation  {he  was  in ;  and  wore  no  lace 
for  many  years.  Either  her  judgment  or  fortune 
was  extraordinary,  in  the  choice  of  thofe  on 
whom  fhe  beftowed  her  charity ;  for  it  went 
further  in  doing  good,  than  double  the  fum  from 
any  other  hand.  And  I  have  heard  her  fay,  fhe 
always  met  with  gratitude  from  the  poor  ;  which 
muft  be  owing  to  'her  fkill  in  diftinguifhing  pro- 
per objects,  as  well  as  her  gracious  manner  of 
relieving  them. 

But  fhe  had  another  quality  that  much  de- 
lighted her,  altho'»it  may  be  thought  a  kind  of 
check  upon  her  bounty  ;  however  it  was  a  plea- 
fure  fhe  could  not  refift:  I  mean,  that  of  making 
agreeable  prcfents,  wherein  I  never  knew  her 
equal,  although  it  be  an  affair  of  as  delicate  a 
nature  as  moft  in  the  courfe  of  life.  She  ufed 
to  define  a  prefent,  That  it  was  a  gift  to  a  friend 
of  fomething  he  wanted  or  was  fond  of,  and 
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Which  could  not  be  eafily  gotten  for  money.  I 
am  confident,  during  my  acquaintance  with  her, 
flie  hath,  in  thcfe  and  fome  other  kinds  of  libera- 
lity, difpoled  of  to  the  value  of  feveral  hundred 
pounds.  As  to  prefents  made  to  herlelf,  flic 
received  them  with  great  umvillingnefs,  but  ef- 
pecially  from  thofe  to  whom  flic  had  ever  given 
any  ;  being  on  all  occaflons  the  moft  difinterefted 
mortal  I  ever  knew  or  heard  of. 

From  her  own  difpofition,  at  leaft  as  much  as 
from  the  frequent  want  of  health,  fhe  feldom 
made  any  vifits  ;  but  her  own  lodgings,  from  be- 
fore twenty  years  old,  were  frequented  by  many 
perfons  of  the  graver  fort,  who  all  refpected  her 
highly,  upon  her  good  fenfe,  good  manners,  and 
conversation.  Among  thefe  were  the  late  Pri- 
mate Lindfay,  Bifhop  Lloyd,  Bifhop  Afhe,  Bi- 
fhop  Brown,  Bifliop  Stearn,  Bifliop  Pulleyn, 
with  fome  others  of  later  date  -,  and  indeed  the 
gi*eateft  number  of  her  acquaintance  was  amoni* 
the  clergy.  Honour,  truth,  liberality,  good 
nature,  and  modefty,  were  the  virtues  (lie  chiefly 
poflefled,  and  moft  vakied  in  htfr  acquaintance  ; 
and,  where  fhe  found  them,  would  be  ready  to 
allow  for  fome  defects, — nor  valued  them  lefs, 
altho'  they  did  not  fhine  in  learning,  or  in  wit  ; 
but  would  never  give  the  leaft  allowance  for  any 
failures  in  the  former,  even  to  thofe  who  made 
the  greater!  figure  in  either  of  the  two  latter. 
She  had  no  ufe  of  any  perfon's  liberality ;  yet  her 
delegation  of  covetous  people,  made  her  uneafy 
i  if 
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if  fuch  a  one  was  in  her  company ;  upon  which 
occafion,  fhe  would  fay  many  things  very  enter- 
taining and  humorous. 

She  never  interrupted  any  perfon  who  fpoke  ; 
fhe  laught  at  no  miftakes  they  made,  but  helped 
them  out  with  modefty  ;  and  if  a  good  thing 
were  fpoken,  but  neglected,  fhe  would  not  let 
h  fall,  but  fet  it  in  the  beft  light  to  thofe  who 
were  prefent.  She  liftened  to  all  that  was  faid, 
and  had  never  the  leaft  diftraction,  or  abfence 
of  thought. 

It  was  not  fafe  nor  prudent,  in  her  prefence, 
to  offend  in  the  leaft  word  againft  modefty  ;  for 
flie  then  gave  full  employment  to  her  wit,  her 
contempt,  and  refentment,  under  which  even 
ftupidity  and  brutality  were  forced  to  fink  into 
confuflon  ;  and  the  guilty  perfon,  by  her  future 
avoiding  him  like  a  bear  or  a  fatyr,  was  never  in 
a  way  to  tranfgrefs  a  fecond  time. 

It  happened  one  fingle  coxcomb,  of  the  pert 
kind,  was  in  her  company,  among  feveral  other 
ladies  ;  and,  in  his  flippant  way,  began  to  deliver 
fome  double  meanings :  The  reft  flap  their  fans, 
and  ufed  the  other  common  expedients  praclifed 
in  fuch  cafes,  of  appearing  not  to  mind  or  com- 
prehend \rhat  was  faid.  Her  behaviour  was  very 
different,  and  perhaps  may  be  cenfured.  She  faid 
thus  to  the  man  :  "  Sir,  all  thefe  ladies  and  I 
"  underftand  your  meaning  very  well ;  having,  in 
"  fpite  of  our  care,  too  often  met  with  thofe  of 
•*  your  fex  who  wanted  manners  and  good  fenfe. 
VOL.  XI.  F  f  «  But, 
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"  But,  believe  me,  neither  virtuous,  nor  even 
"  vicious  women,  love  fuch  kind  of  converfation. 
"  However,  I  will  leave  you,  and  report  your 
"  behaviour :  And,  whatever  vifit  I  make,  I 
"  fliall  firft  enquire  at  the  door,  whether  you  are 
"  in  the  houfe,  that  I  may  be  fure  to  avoid  you." 
I  know  not  whether  a  majority  of  ladies  would 
approve  of  fuch  a  proceeding  ;  but  I  believe  the 
practice  of  it  would  foon  put  an  end  to  that  cor- 
rupt converfation,  the  worft  effect  of  dulnefs, 
ignorance,  impudence,  and  vulgarity,  and  the 
higheft  affront  to  the  modefty  and  underftanding 
of  the  female  fex. 

By  returning  very  few  vifits,  fhe  had  not  much 
company  of  her  own  fex,  except  thofe  whom  fhe 
moft  loved  for  their  eafinefs,  or  efteemed  for 
their  good  fenfe  ;  and  thofe,  not  infifting  on  cere- 
mony, came  often  to  her.  But  fhe  rather  chofe 
men  for  her  companions ;  the  ufual  topics  of 
ladies  difcourfe  being  fuch  as  fhe  had  little  know- 
ledge of,  and  lefs  relifli.  Yet  no  man  was  upon 
the  rack  to  entertain  her,  for  fhe  eafily  defcend- 
ed  to  any  thing  that  was  innocent  and  diverting. 
News,  politics,  cenfure,  family-management,  or 
town-talk,  fhe  always  diverted  to  fomething  elfe : 
But  thefe  indeed  feldom  happened,  for  ihe  chofe 
her  company  better  ;  and  therefore  many,  who 
miftook  her  and  themfdves,  having  folicited  her 
acquaintance,  and  finding  themfelves  difappointed 
after  a  few  vifits,  dropt  off;  and  fhe  was  never 
known  to  enquire  into  the  reafon,  or  afk  what 
was  become  of  them. 

She 
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She  was  never  pofttive  in  arguing  ;  and  fhe 
ufually  treated  thofe  who  were  fo,  in  a  manner 
which  well  enough  gratified  that  unhappy  dif- 
polition, — yet  in  fuch  a  fort  as  made  it  very  con- 
temptible, and  at  the  fame  time  did  fotne  hurt 
to  the  owners.  "Whether  this  proceeded  from 
her  eafinefs  in  general,  or  from  her  indifference 
to  certain  perfons,  or  from  her  defpair  of  mend- 
ing them,  or  from  the  fame  practice  -which  fhe 
much  liked  in  Mr  Addifon,  I  cannot  determine ; 
but  when  ihe  faw  any  of  the  company  very  warm  in 
a  wrong  opinion,  fhe  was  more  inclined  to  con- 
firm them  in  it,  than  oppofe  them.  The  excufe 
fhe  commonly  gave  when  her  friends  afked  the 
reafon,  was,  that  it  prevented  noife,  and  faved 
time  :  Yet  I  have  known  her  very  angry  with 
fome,  whom  {he  much  efteemed,  for  fometimes 
falling  into  that  infirmity. 

She  loved  Ireland  much  better,  than  the  gene- 
rality of  thofe  who  owe  both  their  birth  and 
and  riches  to  it ;  and  having  brought  over  all  the 
fortune  fhe  had  in  money,  left  the  reverfion  of 
the  beft  part  of  it,  one  thoufand  pounds,  to  Dr 
Stephen's  Hofpital.  She  detefted  the  tyranny  and 
injuftice  of  England,  in  their  treatment  of  this 
kingdom.  She  had  indeed  reafon  to  love  a  coun- 
try, where  fhe  had  the  efteem  and  friendmip  of 
all  who  knew  her,  and  the  univerfal  good  report 
of  all  who  ever  heard  of  her,  without  one  ex- 
ception, if  I  am  told  the  truth  by  thofe  who 
keep  general  converfation.  Which  character  is 
F  f  2  the 
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the  more  extraordinary,  in  falling  to  a  perfon  of 
fo  much  knowledge,  wit,  and  vivacity  ;  qualities 
that  are  ufed  to  create  envy,  and  confequently 
cenfure, — and  muft  be  rather  imputed  to  her  great 
modefty,  gentle  behaviour,  and  inoffennvenefs, 
than  to  her  fuperior  virtues. 

Although  her  knowledge,  from  books  and 
company,  was  more  extenfive  than  ufually  falls  to 
the  fhare  of  her  fex ;  yet  fhe  was  fo  far  from 
making  a  parade  of  it,  that  her  female  vifitants, 
on  their  firft  acquaintance,  who  expected  to  diC- 
cover  it,  by  what  they  call  hard  words  and  deep 
difcourfe,  were  fometimes  difappointed,  and  faid, 
they  found  fhe  was  like  other  women.  But  wife 
men,  through  all  her  modefty,  whatever  they 
difcourfed  on,  could  eafily  obferve  that  fhe  un- 
derftood  them  very  well,  by  the  judgment  fhown 
in  her  obfervations,  as  well  as  in  her  queftions. 


PRAYER,  ufed  by  the  DEAN,  for  MRS 
JOHNSON  *,  in  her  lail  ficknefs. 

Written  in  OAober   17.   1727. 

T  merciful  Father  !  -accept  OUT  hiimbleft 
pv.wers  in  behalf  of  this  thy  languishing 
fervaiit.  Forgive  the  fins,  the  frailties,  and  in- 
firmities of  her  life  pair.  Accept  the  good  deeds 
fhe  hath  done,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  at  what- 
ever time  thou  {halt  pleafe  to  call  her,  ihe  may 
F  f  3  be 

*  Mrs  Johnfon  was  the  daughter  of  Sir  William  Temple's 
toward,  and  the  concealed,  but  undoubted  wife  of  Dr  Swift. 
Sir  William  Temple  bequeathed  her,  hi  his  will,  icool.  as  an 
acknowledgement  of  her  j'ather's  faithful  iervu-es.  1  tvnnot  tell 
how  long  (he  remained  in  England,  or  whether  fhe  made  more 
journeys  than  one  to  Ireland,  after  Sir  William  Temple's  death  ; 
but,  if  my  informations  are  right,  flic  was  married  to  Dr  Swift 
in  the  year  1716,  by  Dr  Afhe,  then  Bi!hop  of  Clogher. 

Stella  wns  a  mod  amiable  woman  in  mind  and  perfbn.  She 
had  an  elevated  underftanding,  with  all  the  delicacy  and  foft- 
ncfs  of  her  fex.  Her  voice,  however  Avett  in  itfelf,  was  (['ill 
rendered  more  harmonious  by  what  fhe  faid.  Her  wit  was  poig- 
nant, without  fcverity.  Her  manners  were  humane,  pontc, 
cafy,  and  unrefervcd.  Wherever  flie  came,  (he  attracted  atten- 
tion and  ertccm.  As  virtue  was  her  guide  in  morality,  fincerity 
was  her  guide  in  religion.  She  was  conftant,  but  not  ofrenta- 
tious,  in  her  devotions.  She  was  remarkably  prudent  in  her 
converfation.  She  .had  great  (kill  in  mufic,  and  was  perftttly 
well  vcrfcd  in  all  the  Idler  arts  that  employ  a  lady's  kiliiie. 

Hd 
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be  received  into  everlafting  habitations.  Give  her 
grace  to  continue'  fincerely  thankful  to  thee,  for 
the  many  favours  thou  haft  beftowed  upon  her  j 
the  ability,  and  inclination,  and  practice,  to  do 
good  j  and  thofe  virtues  which  have  procured  the 
efteem  and  love  of  her  friends,  and  a  moft  un- 
fpotted  name  in  the  world.  O  God  !  thou  dif- 
penfeft  thy  bleffings,  and  thy  punifhments,  as  it 
becometh  infinite  juftice  and  mercy;  and  fince  it 
was  thy  pleafbre  to  afflict  her  with  a  long,  con- 
ftant,  weakly  ftate  of  health,  make  her  truly  fen- 
fible,  that  it  was  for  very  wife  ends,  and  was 
largely  made  up  to  her  in  other  bleffings,  mere 
valuable,  and  lefs  common.  Continue  to  her, 

O 

Her  wit  allowed  her  a  fund  of  perpetual  chearfulncfs  :  her  pru- 
dence kept  that  chearfulnefs  within  proper  limits,  She  exa&ly 
anfwered  the  defcription  of  Penelope  in  Homer  : 

A  woman  lovelieft  of  the  lovely  kind, 
In  body  perfect,  and  complete  in  mind. 

Such  was  Stella  :  Yet,  with  all  thefe  accompli/hments,  ftc 
never  could  prevail  upon  Dr  Swift  to  acknowledge  her  openly  as 
his  wife.  A  great  genius  muft  tread  in  unbeaten  paths,  and 
deviate  from  the  common  road  of  life  ;  otherwife  flirely  a  dia- 
mond of  fo  much  luftre  might  have  been  publicly  produced,  a]* 
though  it  had  been  fixed  within  the  collet  of  matrimony,  Br.t 
the  flaw  which,  in  Dr  S'.vift's  eye,  reduced  the  value  of  iuch  a 
jewel,  was  the  fervile  (late  of  hep  father,  who,  as  has  been 
iaid  before,  was  a-menial  lervant  to  Sir  William  Temple.  Am- 
bition and  pride  will,  at  any  time,  conquer  reafon  and  juftice; 
and  each  larger  degree  of  pride,  like  the  larger  fifties  of  prey, 
TV-ill  devour  all  the  lefs.  Thus  the  vanity  of  boafling  iuch  « 
•vifc,  was  fupprefled  by  the  sreater  va:-ily  of  keeping  free  from 
n  low  alliance. 

Dr 
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O  Lord !  that  firmnefs  and  conftancy  of  mind, 
wherewith  thou  haft  moft  gracloufly  endued  her  } 
together  with  that  contempt  of  worldly  things 
and  vanities,  that  fhe  hath  fhewn  in  the  whole 
conduct  of  her  life.  O  All-powerful  Being,  the 
leaft  motion  of  whofe  will  can  create  or  deftroy 
a  world  !  pity  us,  the  mournful  friends  of  thy 
diftreffed  fervant,  who  fink  under  the  weight  of 
her  prefent  condition,  and  the  fear  of  lofing  tha 
moft  valuable  of  our  friends.  Reftore  her  to  us, 
O  Lord  !  if  it  be  thy  gracious  will ;  or  infpire  us 
with  conftancy  and  refignation,  to  fupport  om> 
felves  under  fo  heavy  an  affliction.  Reftore  her, 

O 

Dr  Swift  and  Mrs  Johnfon  continued  the  fame  ceconomy  of 
life  after  marriage,  which  they  had  purfued  before  it.  They 
lived  in  feparate  houfes  ;  he  remained  at  the  deanry, — flie  in 
lodgings  at  a  distance  from  him,  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river  JLiffey.  Nothing  appeared  in  their  behaviour  inconfiftent 
with  decorum,  or  beyond  the  limits  of  Platonic  love.  They 
converted  like  friends,  but  they  induftrioufly  took  care  to  fum- 
mon  witneflcs  of  their  converfation  :  A  rule  to  which  they  ad- 
hered fo  (tri&ly,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to 
prove  they  had  ever  been  together  without  fome  third  perfon.- 

A  conduct  fo  extraordinary  in  itlelf,  always  gives  room  for 
various  comments  and  reflections.  But  however  unaccountable 
this  renunciation  of  marriage-rights  might  appear  to  the  world, 
it  certainly  rofe  not  from  any  confcioufnefs  of  too  near  a  con- 
fanguinity  between  him  and  Mrs  Johnfon,  although  the  geneiaJ 
voice  of  fame  was  willing  to  make  them  both  the  natural  chil- 
dren of  Sir  William  Temple.  I  am  perfuaded,  that  Dr  Swift 
was  not  of  that  opinion  ;  becaufe  the  fame  falfe  pride  that  in- 
duced him  to  deny  the  legitimate  daughter  of  an  obfcure  fervant, 
might  have  prompted  him  to  own  the  uatunil  danghter  of  fo 
eminent  a  man  as  Sir  William  Temple. 

There 
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O  Lord  !  for  the  fake  of  thofe  poor,  who,  by 
lofing  her,  will  be  defolare  ;  and  thofe  fick,  who 
will  not  only  want  her  bounty,  but  her  care  and 
tending  j  or  elfe,  in  thy  mercy,  raife  up  fome 
other  in  her  place,  with  equal  difpofition,  and 
better  abilities.  Leflen,  O  Lord  !  we  befeech  thee, 
her  bodily  pains,  or  give  her  a  double  ftrength  of 
mind  to  fupport  them.  And  if  thou  wilt  foon 
take  her  to  thyfelf,  turn  our  thoughts  rather  up- 
on that  felicity  which  we  hope  flie  {hall  enjoy, 
than  upon  that  unfpeakable  lofs  we  ihall  endure. 
Let  her  memory  be  ever  dear  unto  us ;  and  the 

example 

There  arc  aftions  of  which  the  true  fources  will  never  be  dif- 
covered.  This  perhaps  is  one.  I  have  told  you  the  fail,  in 
the  manner  I  have  received  it  from  fevcral  cf  Swift's  frirnds  and 
relations  ;  and  I  muft  leave  you  to  make  your  own  observations 
upon  it. 

Tou  may  imagine,  that  a  woman  of  Stella's  delicacy  muft 
repine  at  fuch  an  extraordinary  fituation.  The  outward  ho- 
nours which  (he  received,  are  as  frequently  beftowed  upon  a 
miftrefs,  as  upon  a  wife.  She  was  abfolutely  virtuous  ;  and  yet 
was  obliged  to  fnbmit  to  all  the  appearances  of  vice,  except  in 
the  prefence  of  thofe- few  people  who  were  witnefles  of  the  cau- 
tious manner  in  which  ihe  lived  with  her  hufband,  who  fcorned 
even  to  be  married  like  any  other  man. 

Inward  anxiety  affected,  by  degrees,  thecalmnefs  of  her  mind, 
and  the  ftrength  of  her  body.  She  began  to  decline  in  her 
health,  in  the  year  1724;  and  from  the  firft  fymptoms  of  de- 
cay, fhe  rather  haftened  than  fhrunk  back  in  the  defcent ;  ta- 
citly pteafed  to  find  her  footfteps  tending  to  that  place  where 
they  neither  marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage.  She  died  towards 
the  end  of  January  1727-8,  abfolutely  deftroyed  "by  the  pe- 
culiarity of  her  fate  ;  a  fate  which  perhaps  fhe  could  not  have 
incurred  by  an  alliance  with  any  other  perfon  in  the  world.  Oner*. 
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example  of  her  many  virtues,  as  far  as  human 
infirmity  will  admit,  our  conftant  imitation.  Ac- 
cept, O  Lord  !  thefe  prayers,  poured  from  the 
very  bottom  of  our  hearts,  in  thy  mercy,  and  for 
the  merits  of  our  blefied  Saviour.  Amen. 


ANOTHER,  written  Nov.  6.  1727 


O  Merciful  Father  !  who  never  afflicted  thy 
children,  but  for  their  own  good,  and 
with  juftice,  over  which  thy  mercy  always  pre- 
vaileth,  either  to  turn  them  to  repentance,  or 
to  punifh  them  in  the  prefent  life,  in  order  to  re- 
ward them  in  a  better  :  Take  pity,  we  befeech 
thee,  upon  this  thy  poor  afflicted  fervant,  lan- 
guishing fo  long  and  fo  grievoufly  under  the 
weight  of  thy  hand.  Give  her  itrength,  O  Lord  ! 
to  fupport  her  weaknefs,  and  patience  to  endure 
her  pains,  without  repining  at  thy  correction. 
Forgive  every  rafh  and  inconfiderate  expreffion, 
which  her  anguifh  may  at  any  time  force  from 
her  tongue,  while  her  heart  continued!  in  an  en- 
tire fubmiffion  to  thy  will.  Supprefs  in  her,  O 
Lord!  all  eager  defires  of  life;  and  leffen  her  fears 
of  death,  by  infpiring  into  her,  an  humble,  yet 
allured  hope  of  thy  mercy.  Give  her  a  fincere 
repentance  for  all  her  tranfgreffions  and  omif- 

fions, 

*  Mrs  Johnfon,  alias  Stella,  died  on  the  28th  of  January  fol- 
lowing, in  the  44th  year  of  her  age. 
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fions,  and  a  firm  resolution  to  pafs  the  remainder 
of  her  life,  in  endeavouring,  to  her  utmoft,  to 
obferve  all  thy  precepts.  We  befeech  thee,  like- 
wife,  to  compote  her  thoughts ;  and  preferve  to 
her  the  ufe  of  her  memory  and  reafon,  during 
the  courfe  of  her  ficknefs.  Give  her  a  true  con- 
ception of  the  vanity,  folly,  and  inlignificancy  of 
all  human  things  ;  and  ftrengthen  her,  fo  as  to 
beget  in  her  a  fincere  love  of  thee  in  the  midft  of 
her  fufferings.  Accept,  and  impute  all  her  good 
deeds,  and  forgive  her  all  thofe  offences  againft 
thee,  which  fhe  hath  fincerely  repented  of,  or, 
through  the  frailty  of  memory,  hath  forgot. 
And  now,  O  Lord !  we  turn  to  thee  in  behalf  of 
ourfelves,  and  the  reft  of  our  forrowful  friends. 
Let  not  our  grief  afflic~l  her  mind,  and  thereby 
have  an  ill  effect  on  her  prefent  diftemper.  For- 
give the  forrow  and  weaknefs  of  thofe  among  us, 
who  fink  under  the  grief  and  terror  of  lofing  fo 
dear  and  ufeful  a  friend.  Accept  and  pardon  our 
moft  earneft  prayers  and  wifhes  for  her  longer 
continuance  in  this  evil  world,  to  do  what  thou 
art  pleafed  to  call  thy  fervice,  and  is  only  her 
bounden  duty ;  that  fhe  may  be  ftill  a  comfort 
to  us,  and  to  all  others,  who  will  want  the  bene- 
fit of  her  converfation,  her  advice,  her  good  offi- 
ces, or  her  charity.  And  fince  thou  haft  pro- 
mifed,  that  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  to- 
gether in  thy  name,  thou  wilt  be  in  the  midft  of 
them,  to  grant  their  requeft  j  O  gracious  Lord  f 
grant  to  us  who  are  here  met  in  thy  name,  that 
thofe  requefts,  which,  in  the  utmoft  fincerity  and 

earneft- 
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earneftnefs  of  our  hearts,  we  have  now  made  in 
behalf  of  this  thy  diftrefled  fervant,  and  of  our- 
felves,  m.iy  effectually  be  anfwered  ;  through  the 
merits  of  Jefus  Chrift,  our  Lord.  Amen. 


BON    MOTS    DE    STELLA. 

A  LADY  of  my  intimate  acquaintance  both 
in  England  and  Ireland,  in  which  laft 
kingdom  fhe  lived  from  the  eighteenth  year  of 
her  age,  twenty-fix  years,  had  the  moft  and 
fineft  accomplifhments  of  any  perfon  I  ever  knew 
of  either  fex.  It  was  obferved  by  all  her  acquaint- 
ance, that  fhe  never  failed  in  company  to  fay 
the  beft  thing  that  was  faid,  whoever  was  by  ; 
yet  her  companions  were  ufually  perfons  of  the 
beft  underftanding  in  the  kingdom.  Some  of 
us,  who  were  her  neareft  friends,  lamented  that 
we  never  wrote  down  her  remarks,  and  what  the 
French  call  ban  mots.  I  will  recollect  as  many  as 
I  can  remember. 

We  were  diverting  ourfelves  at  a  play  called 
What  is  it  like  ?  One  perfon  is  to  think ;  and  the 
reft,  without  knowing  the  thing,  to  fay  what  it 
is  like.  The  thing  thought  on  was  the  fpleen  : 
She  had  faid  it  was  like  an  oyfter ;  and  gave  her 
reafon  immediately,  becaufe  it  was  removed  by 
taking  fteel  inwardly. 

Dr  Sheridan,  who  fquandered  more  than  he 
could  afford,  took  out  his  purfe  as  he  fat  by  the 

fire, 
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fire,  and  found  it  was  very  hot :  She  faid,  the 
reafon  was,  that  his  money  burnt  in  his  pocket. 

She  called  to  her  fervants  to  know  what  ill 
fmell  was  in  the  kitchen  ?  They  anfwered,  they 
were  making  matches  :  Well,  faid  fhe,  I  have 
heard  matches  were  made  in  heaven  ;  but,  by  the 
brimftone,  one  would  think  they  were  made  in 
hell. 

After  fhe  had  been  eating  fome  fweet  thing,  a 
little  of  it  happened  to  ftick  on  her  lips.  A 
gentleman  told  her  of  it,  and  offered  to  lick  it 
off:  She  faid,  No,  Sir,  I  thank  you  j  I  have  a 
tongue  of  my  own. 

In  the  late  King's  time,  a  gentleman  afked  Jer- 
vas  the  painter,  where  he  lived  in  London  ?  He 
anfwered,  Next  door  to  the  King,  (for  his  houfe 
was  near  St  James's.)  The  other  wondering  how 
that  could  be  ;  fhe  faid,  You  miftake  Mr  Jervas, 
for  he  only  means  next  door  to  thejign  of  a  king. 

A  gentleman  who  had  been  very  filly  and  pert 
in  her  company,  at  laft  began  to  grieve  at  re- 
membering the  lofs  of  a  child  lately  dead.  A 
bifhop  fitting  by  comforted  him,  that  he  fhould 
be  eafy,  becaufe  the  child  was  gone  to  heaven. 
No,  my  Lord,  faid  fhe,  that  is -it  which  moft 
grieves  him,  becaufe  he  is  fure  never  to  fee  his 
child  there. 

Having  feen  fome  letters  writ  by  a  king  in  a 
very  large  hand,  and  fome  perfons  wondering  at 
them,  fhe  faid  it  confirmed  the  old  faying,  That 
kings  had  long  bands. 

i  Dr 


(    349    ) 

Dr  Sheridan,  famous  for  punning,  Intending 
to  fell  a  bargain,  faid,  he  had  made  a  very  good 
pun.  Some  body  afked  what  it  was  ?  He  anfwer- 
ed,  My  a — .  The  other  taking  offence,  fhe  in- 
lifted  the  Doctor  was  in  the  right ;  for  every  bo- 
dy knew  that  punning  was  his  blind  fide. 

When  flie  was  extremely  ill,  her  phyficians 
faid,  Madam,  you  are  near  the  bottom  of  the 
hill,  but  we  will  endeavour  to  get  you  up  again. 
She  anfwered,  Doctor,  I  fear  I  fhall  be  out  of 
treath  before  I  get  up  to  the  top. 

A  dull  parfon  talking  of  a  very  fmart  thing, 
faid  to  another  parfon  as  he  came  out  of  the  pul- 
pit, he  was  hammering  a  long  time,  but  could 
not  remember  the  jeft.  She  being  impatient,  faid, 
I  remember  it  very  well,  for  I  was  there,  and 
the  words  were  thefe :  Sir,  you  have  been  blun- 
dering at  a  ftory  this  half-hour,  and  can  neither 
make  head  nor  tail  of  it. 

A  very  dirty  clergyman  of  her  acquaintance, 
who  affected  fmartnefs  and  repartee,  was  afked 
by  fome  of  the  company,  how  his  nails  came  to 
be  fo  dirty  ?  He  was  at  a  lofs ;  but  fhe  folved  the 
difficulty,  by  faying,  The  Doctor's  nails  grew 
dirty  by  fcratching  himfelf. 

A  Quaker  apothecary  lent  her  a  vial  corked  ;  it 
had  a  broad  brim,  and  a  label  of  paper  about  its 
Tieck.  What  is  that,  faid  flie,  rny  apothecary's 
fon  ?  The  ridiculous  refembiance,  and  the  fud- 
dennefs  of  the  queftion,  fet  us  all  a-laughing. 

VOL.  XI.  G  g  THOUGHTS 
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THOUGHTS 

O       N 

VARIOUS    SUBJECTS*, 


LAWS  penned  with  the  utmoft  care  and 
exaclnefs,  and  in  the  vulgar  language,  arc 
often  perverted  to  wrong   meanings ;  then  why 
ihould  we  wonder  that  the  Bible  is  fo  ? 

Although  men  are  accufed  for  not  knowing 
their  weaknefs,  yet  perhaps  as  few  know  their 
own  ftrength. 

A  man  feeing  a  wafp  creeping  into  a  vial  filled 
with  honey,  that  was  hung  on  a  fruit-tree,  faid 
thus :  Why,  thou  fottifh  animal,  art  thou  mad 
to  go  into  the  vial,  where  you  fee  many  hundred 
of  your  kind  there  dying  before  you  ?  The  re- 
proach is  juft,  anfwered  the  wafp ;  but  not  from 
you  men,  who  are  fo  far  from  taking  example 
by  other  people's  follies,  that  you  will  not  take 
warning  by  your  own.  If,  after  falling  feveral 
times  into  this  vial,  and  efcaping  by  chance,  I 
(hould  fall  in  again,  I  ihould  then  but  refemble 
you. 

Aa 

*  Thefc  Thoughts,  and  the  Bons  Mots  de  Stella,  feem   to  be 
part  of  Sheridan's  Collection  of  Coatd  a  riret  and  Bans  Mots. 


An  olil  miter  kept  a  tame  jack-daw,  that  ufed 
to  fteal  pieces  of  money,  and  hide  them  in  a 
hole  ;  which  the  cat  obferving,  aiked,  Why  he 
would  hoard  up  thofe  round  fhining  things  that 
he  could  make  no  ufe  of?  Why,  faid  the  jack- 
daw, my  mafter  has  a  whole  cheft-full,  and 
makes  no  more  ufe  of  them  than  I. 

Men  are  contented  to  be  laughed  at  for  their 
wit,  but  not  for  their  folly. 

If  the  men  of  wit  and  genius  would  refolve 
ftever  to  complain  in  their  works  of  critics  and 
detractors,  the  next  age  would  not  know  that 
they  ever  had  any. 

After  all  the  maxims  and  fyftems  of  trade  and 
commerce,  a  ftander-by  would  think  the  affairs 
of  the  world  were  moft  ridiculoufly  contrived. 

There  are  few  countries,  which,  if  well  culti- 
vated, would  not  fupport  double  the  number  of 
their  inhabitants,  and  yet  fewer,  where  one  third 
part  of  the  people  are  not  extremely  ftinted,  even 
in  the  necefTaries  of  life.  I  fend  out  cwenty  bar- 
rels of  corn,  which  would  maintain  a  family  in 
bread  for  a  year,  and  I  bring  back  in  return  a 
veflel  of  wine,  which  half  a  dozen  good  fellows 
would  drink  in  lefs  than  a  month,  at  the  expence 
of  their  health  and  reafon. 

A  motto  for  the  Jefuits  : 
£>ti&  rcgio  in  terris  nojlri  non  plena  labcris  ? 

A  man  would  have  but  few  fpectators,  if  he 

offered  to  (hew,  for  three-pence,  how  he  could 

G  g  2  thruft 
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thruft  a  red-hot  iron  into  a  barrel  of  gunpowder, 
and  it  fhould  not  take  fire  *. 

Query,  Whether  churches  are  not  dormitories 
of  the  living,  as  well  as  of  the  dead  ? 

Harry  Killegrew  faid  to  Lord  Wharton,  "  You 
"  would  not  fwear  at  that  rate,  if  you  thought 
"  you  were  doing  God  honour." 

A  copy  of  verfes  kept  in  the  cabinet,  and  only 
{hewn  to  a  few  friends,  is  like  a  Virgil  much, 
fought  after,  and  admired  ;  but  when  printed  and 
publiihed,  is  like  a  common  whore,  whom  any 
body  may  purchafe  for  half  a  crown. 

Lewis  XIV.  of  France,  fpent  his  life  in  turning 
a  good  name  into  a  great. 

Since  the  union  of  divinity  and  humanity  is  the 
great  article  of  our  religion,  it  is  odd  to  fee  fome 
clergymen,  in  their  writings  of  divinity,  wholly 
devoid  of  humanity. 

The  Epicureans  began  to  fpread  at  Rome  in 
the  empire  of  Auguftus,  as  the  Socinians,  and 
even  the  Epicureans  too,  did  in  England  towards 
the  end  of  King  Charles  II.'s  reign  ;  which  is 
reckoned,  though  very  abfurdly,  our  Auguftan 
age.  They  both  feem  to  be  corruptions  occa- 
fioned  by  luxury  and  peace,  and  by  politeness 
beginning  to  decline. 

Sometimes  I  read  a  book  with  pleafure,  and 
deteft  the  author. 

At  a  bookfeller's  fliop,  fome  time  ago,  I  faw 
a  book  with  this  title,  Poems  by  the  author  of  the 

Choice. 

*  Sec  Tl:  wonder  of  winters,  in  vol.  vi.  p,  63. 
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Choice  *.  Not  enduring  to  read  a  dozen  lines, 
I  alked  the  company  with  me,  whether  they  had 
ever  feen  the  book,  or  heard  of  the  poem  from 
whence  the  author  denominated  himfelf  ?  They 
were  all  as  ignorant  as  I.  But  I  find  it  common, 
with  thefe  fmall  dealers  in  wit  and  learning,  to 
give  themfelves  a  title  from  their  fir  ft  adventure, 
as  Don  Quixote  ufually  did  from  his  laft.  This 
arifeth  from  that  great  importance,  which  every 
man  fuppofeth  himfelf  to  be  of. 

One  Dennis,  commonly  called  the  critic,  who 
had  writ  a  three-penny  pamphlet  againft  the 
power  of  France,  being  in  the  country,  and 
hearing  of  a  French  privateer  hovering  about  the 
coaft,  although  he  were  twenty  miles  from  the 
fea,  fled  to  town,  and  told  his  friends,  they  need, 
not  wonder  at  his  hafte  ;  for  the  King  of  France 
having  got  intelligence  where  he  was,  had  fent  a 
privateer  on  purpofe  to  catch  him  f . 

Dr  Gee,  prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  who  had 
writ  a  fmall  paper  againft  Popery,  being  obliged 
to  travel  for  his  health,  affected  to  difguife  his 
perfon,  and  change  his  name,  as  he  pafled  thro' 
Portugal,  Spain  and  Italy  ;  telling  all  the  Engliih 
he  met,  that  he  was  afraid  of  being  murdered, 
or  put  into  the  inquifition.  He  was  acting  the 
fame  farce  at  Paris,  till  Mr  Prior  (who  was  then 
fecrctary  to  the  embafly)  quite  difconcerted  the 
Doctor,  by  malicioufly  difcovering  the  fecret,  and 
G  g  3  offering 

••  The  Rev.  Mr  Pomfret,  a  tlifllnting  minifter. 

f  Sec  Ati  ccctuiit  cftKcpkreuzj  of  John  Dennis,  in  vol.  vii.  p.  acr. 
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offering  to  engage  body  for  body,  that  not  a 
creature  would  hurt  him,  or  had  ever  heard  of 
him  or  his  pamphlet. 

A  chambermaid  to  a  lady  of  my  acquaintance, 
thirty  miles  from  London,  had  the  very  fame 
turn  of  thought.  When  talking  with  one  of  her 
fellow-fervants,  fhe  faid,  "  I  hear  it  is  all  over 
**  London  already,  that  I  am  going  to  leave  my 
"  lady."  And  fo  had  a  footman,  who  being 
newly  married,  defired  his  comrade  to  tell  him 
freely  what  the  town  faid  of  it. 

When  fomebody  was  telling  a  certain  great 
minifter,  that  people  were  difcontented  i  "  Poh  !" 
faid  he,  "  half  a  dozen  fools  are  pratting  in  a 
4<  coffee-houfe,  and  prefently  think  their  own 
"  noife  about  their  ears  is  made  by  the  world." 

The  death  of  a  private  man  is  generally  of  fo 
little  importance  to  the  world,  that  it  cannot  be 
a  thing  of  great  importance  in  itfelf;  and  yet  I 
do  not  obferve,  from  the  practice  of  mankind, 
that  either  philofophly  or  nature  have  fufEcient* 
ly  armed  us  againft  the  fears  which  attend  it. 
Neither  do  I  find  any  thing  able  to  reconcile  us 
to  it,  but  extreme  pain,  fhame,  or  defpair  ;  for 
poverty,  imprifonment,  ill  fortune,  grief,  flck- 
nefs,  and  old  age,  do  generally  fail. 

Whence  comes  the  cuftom  of  bidding  a  woman 
look  upon  her  apron  firings  to  find  an  excufe  ? 
Was  it  not  from  the  apron  of  fig-leaves  worn  bjr 
Eve,  when  fhe  covered  herfelf,  and  was  the  firft 

of 
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of  her  fex  who  made  a  bad  excufe,  for  eating  the 
forbidden  fruit  ? 

I  never  wonder  to  fee  men  wicked,  but  I  often 
wonder  to  fee  them  not  afhamed. 

Do  not  we  fee  how  eafily  we  pardon  our  own 
actions  and  paflions,  and  the  very  infirmities  of 
our  bodies  ?  Why  fhould  it  be  wonderful  to  find 
us  pardon  our  own  dulnefs  ? 

Dignity  and  ftation,  or  great  riches,  are  in 
fome  fort  necefTary  to  old  men,  in  order  to  keep 
the  younger  at  a  diftance,  who  are  otherwife  too 
apt  to  iiifult  them  upon  the  fcore  of  their  age. 

There  is  no  vice  or  folly  that  requires  fo  much 
nicety  and  Ikill  to  manage,  as  vanity  ;  nor  any 
which  by  ill  management  makes  fo  contemptible 
a  figure. 

Obfervation  is  an  old  man's  memory. 

Politics  are  nothing  but  corruptions,  and  are 
confequently  of  no  ufe  to  a  good  king,  or  a  good 
miniftry  ;  for  which  reafon  all  courts  are  ib  full 
of  politics. 

Eloquence  fmooth  and  cutting,  is  like  a  razor 
whetted  with  oil. 

Imaginary  evils  foon  become  real  ones,  by  in- 
dulging our  reflections  on  them  ;  as  he  who  in 
a  melancholy  fancy  fees  fomething  like  a  face  on 
the  wall  or  the  wainicot,  can,  by  two  or  three 
touches  with  a  lead  pencil,  make  it  look  viiible, 
and  agreeing  with  what  he  fancied. 

Men  of  great  parts  are  often  unfortunate  in 
the  management  of  public  bulinefs,  becauie  they 

arc 
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are  apt  to  go  out  of  the  common  road,  by  thtr 
quicknefs  of  their  imagination.  This  I  once  faid 
to  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  defired  he  would 
obferve,  that  the  clerks  in  his  office  ufed  a  fore 
of  ivory  knife  with  a  blunt  edge,  to  divide  a  Iheet 
of  paper,  which  never  failed  to  cut  it  even,  only 
requiring  a  ftrong  hand  ;  whereas,  if  they  fhould 
make  ufe  of  a  lharp  pen-knife,  the  fharpnefs 
would  make  it  go  often  out  of  the  creafe,  and 
disfigure  the  paper. 

He  'who  does  not  provide  for  his  oivn  hottfe^  St 
Paul  fays,  is  ivorfe  than  an  infidel.  And  I  think, 
he  who  provides  only  for  his  own  houfe,  is  juft 
tqual  with  an  infidel. 

Jealoufy,  like  fire,  may  fhrivel  up  horns,  but 
it  makes  them  ftink. 

A  footman's  hat  fhould  fly  off  to  erery  body  ; 
and  therefore  Mercury,  who  was  Jupiter's  foot- 
man, had  wings  fattened  to  his  cap. 

When  a  man  pretends  love,  but  courts  for  mo- 
ney, he  is  like  a  juggler,  who  conjures  away  your 
{hilling,  and  conveys  fomething  very  indecent 
under  the  hat. 

All  panegyrics  are  mingled  with  an  infufion  of 
poppy. 

I  have  known  men  happy  enough  at  ridicule, 
who,  upon  grave  fubjects,  were  perfectly  ftupid  ; 
ef  which  Dr  Echard  of  Cambridge,  who  writ 
The  contempt  of  the  clergy  was  a  great  inftance. 

One  top  of  ParnafTus  was  facred  to  Bacchus,, 
the  other  to  Apollo. 

Matrimony 
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Matrimony  hath  many  children  ;  Repentance, 
Difcord,  Poverty,  Jealoufy,  Sicknefs,  Spleen, 
Loathing,  &c. 

Vifion  is  the  art  of  feeing  things  invifible. 

The  two  maxims  of  any  great  man  at  court 
are,  Always  to  keep  his  countenance  j  and,  Ne- 
ver to  keep  his  word. 

I  afked  a  poor  man  how  he  did  ?  He  faid,  he 
was  like  a  wafh-ball,  always  in  decay. 

Hippocrates,  aph.  32.  feft.  6.  obferves,  that 
fluttering  people  are  always  fubjeft  to  a  loofenefs. 
I  wifh  phyficians  had  power  to  remove  the  pro- 
fufion  of  words,  in  many  people,  to  the  inferior 
parts. 

A  man  dreamed  he  was  a  cuckold  ;  a  friend 
told  him  it  was  a  bad  fign,  becaufe  when  a  dream 
is  true,  Virgil  fays  it  pafles  through  the  horned 
gate. 

Love  is  a  flame  :  And  therefore  we  fay,  beauty 
is .  atti  active  ;  becaufe  phyficians  obferve  that  fire 
is  a  great  drawer. 

Civis,  the  moft  honourable  name  among  the 
Romans  ;  a  citizen,  a  word  of  contempt  among 
us. 

A  lady  who  had  gallantries  and  feveral  chil- 
dren, told  her  hufband,  he  was  like  the  auftere 
man ,  who  reaped  where  he  did  not  fow. 

We  read  that  an  afs's  head  was  fold  for  eighty 
pieces  of  filver ;  they  have  been  lately  fold  ten 
thoufand  times  dearer,  and  yet  they  were  never- 
more plentiful. 

I 
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I  muft  complain  the  cards  are  ill  fliuffled,  till  I 
have  a  good  hand. 

Very  few  men  do  properly  live  at  prefent,  but 
are  providing  to  live  another  time. 

When  I  am  reading  a  book,  whether  wife  or 
filly,  it  feems  to  me  to  be  alive,  and  talking  to 
me. 

"Whoever  live  at  a  different  end  of  the  town 
from  me,  I  look  upon  as  perfons  out  of  the 
world, — and  only  myfelf,  and  the  fcene  about 
me,  to  be  in  it. 

When  I  was  young,  I  thought  all  the  world, 
as  well  as  myfelf,  was  wholly  taken  up  in  dif- 
courfing  upon  the  laft  new  play. 

My  Lord  Cromarty,  after  fourfcore,  went  to 
his  country-houfe  in  Scotland,  with  a  refolution 
to  ftay  fix  years  there,  and  live  thriftily,  in  order 
to  fave  up  money,  that  he  might  fpend  in  Lon* 
don. 

It  is  faid  of  the  horfes  in  the  vifion,  that  their 
power  was  in  their  mouths,  and  in  their  tails. 
What  is  faid  of  horfes  in  the  vifion,  in  reality 
may  be  faid  of  women. 

Elephants  are  always  drawn  fmaller  than  the 
life,  but  a  flea  always  larger. 

When  old  folks  tell  us  of  many  paffages  in 
their  youth  between  them  and  their  company,  we 
are  apt  to  think  how  much  happier  thofe  times 
were  than  the  prefent. 

Why  does  the  elder  fitter  dance  barefoot,  when 
the  younger  is  married  before  her  ?  Is  it  not  that 
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fhe  may  appear  fhorter,  and  confequently  be 
thought  younger  than  the  bride  ? 

No  man  will  take  counfel,  but  every  man  will 
take  money  :  Therefore  money  is  better  than 
counfel. 

I  never  yet  knew  a  wag  (as  the  term  is)  who 
was  not  a  dunce. 

A  perfon  reading  to  me  a  dull  poem  of  his 
own  making,  I  prevailed  on  him  to  fcratch  out 
fix  lines  together  :  In  turning  over  the  leaf,  the 
ink  being  wet,  it  marked  as  many  lines  on  the 
other  fide  ;  whereof  the  poet  complaining,  I  bid 
him  be  eafy,  for  it  would  be  better  if  thofe  were 
out  too. 

At  Windfor  I  was  obferving  to  my  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke,  that  the  tower  where  the  maids  of  ho- 
nour lodged  (who  at  that  time  were  not  very 
handfome)  was  much  frequented  with  crows. 
My  Lord  faid,  it  was  becaufe  they  fmelt  carrion. 
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BLUNDERS,  DEFICIENCIES,    DISTRESSES, 

AND 

MISFORTUNES  of  QJJ  i  L  c  A. 

Propofed  to  contain  one  and  twenty  volumes  in  quarto. 
Begun  April  20.  1724.  To  be  continued  weekly, 
if  due  encouragement  be  given. 

fjUT  one  lock  and  a  half  in  the  whole  houfe. 

The  key  of  the  garden-door  loft. 

The  empty  bottles  all  uncleanable. 

The  veflels  for  drink  few  and  leaky. 

The  new  houfe  all  going  to  ruin  before  it  is 
finilhed. 

One  hinge  of  the  ftreet-door  broke  off,  and 
the  people  forced  to  go  out  and  come  in  at  the 
back-door. 

The  door  of  the  Dean's  bed-chamber  full  of 
large  chinks. 

The  beaufet  letting  in  fo  much  wind,  that  it 
almoft  blows  out  the  candles. 

The  Dean's  bed  threatening  every  night  to 
fall  under  him. 

The  little  table  loofe  and  broken  in  the  joints. 

The  paiTages  open  over  head,  by  which  the 

cats  pafs  continually  into  the  cellar,  and  eat  the 

i  victuals  J 


visuals  j  for  which  one  was  tried,  condemned, 
and  executed  by  die  fword. 

The  large  table  in  a  very  tottering  condition. 

But  one  chair  in  the  houfe  fit  for  fitting  on, 
and  that  in  a  very  ill  ftate  ef  health. 

The -kitchen  perpetually  crouded  with  favages. 

Not  a  bit  of  mutton  to  be  had  in  the  country. 

Want  of  beds,  and  a  mutiny  thereupon  among 
the  fervants,  till  fupplied  from  Kells. 

An  egregious  want  of  all  the  moft  common 
neceffary  utenfils. 

Not  a  bit  of  turf  this  cold  weather ;  and  Mrs 
Johnfon,  and  the  Dean  in  perfon,  with  all  their 
fervants,  forced  to  affift  at  the  bog  in  gathering 
up  the  wet  bottoms  of  old  clamps. 

The  grate  in  the  ladies  bed-chamber  broke, 
and  forced  to  be  removed,  by  which  they  were 
compelled  to  be  without  fire ;  the  chimney  fmok- 
ing  intolerably  ;  and  the  Dean's  great  coat  was 
employed  to  flop  the  wind  from  coming  down 
the  chimney,  without  which  expedient  they  muft 
have  been  ftarved  to  death. 

A  meflenger  fent  a  mile  to  borrow  an  old 
broken  tundifli. 

Bottles  flopped  with  bits  of  wood  and  tow, 
inftead  of  corks. 

Not  one  utenill  for  a  fire,  except  an  old  pair 
of  tongs,  which  travels  through  the  houfe,  and 
is  likewife  employed  to  take  the  meat  out  of  the 
pot,  for  want  of  a  flcfh-fork. 

VOL.  XI.  H  h  Every 


Every  fervant  an  arrant  thief  as  to  visuals  ant! 
drink,  and  every  comer  arid  goer  as  arrant  a  thief 
of  every  thing  he  or  ihe  can  lay  their  hands  on. 

The  fpit  blunted  with  pocking  into  bogs  for 
timber,  and  tears  the  meat  to  pieces. 

Bellum  atque  faminam  :  Or,  A  kitchen-war 
between  nurfe  and  a  nafty  crew  of  both  fexes  ; 
Ihe  to  preferve  order  and  cleanlinefs,  they  to 
deitroy  both  j  and  they  generally  are  conquerors. 


il  28.  This  morning  the  great  fore-door 
quite  open,  dancing  backwards  and  forwards 
with  all  its  weight  upon  the  lower  hinge,  which 
muft  hare  been  broken,  if  the  Dean  had  not 
accidentally  come  and  relieved  it. 

A  great  hole  in  the  floor  of  the  ladies  chamber, 
every  hour  hazarding  a  broken  leg. 

Two  damnable  iron-fpikes  erect  on  the  Dean's 
bed-ftead,  by  which  he  is  in  danger  of  a  broken 
ihin  at  riling  and  going  to  bed. 

The  ladies,  and  Dean's  fervants,  growing  faft 
into  the  manners  and  thieveries  of  the  natives  : 
The  ladies  themfelves  very  much  corrupted  ;  the 
Dean  perpetually  ftorming,  and  in  danger  of 
either  loflng  all  his  flefh,  or  finking  into  barbari- 
ty, for  the  fake  of  peace. 

Mrs  Dingly  full  of  cares  for  herfelf,  and  blun- 
ders and  negligence  for  her  friends  :  Mrs  John- 
fon  Tick  and  helplefs  :  The  Dean  deaf  and  fret- 
ting ;  the  lady's  maid  awkward  and  clumfy  ; 
Robert  lazy  and  forgetful  :  William  a  pragmati- 

cal, 
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cal,  ignorant,  and  conceited  puppy  ;  Robin  and 
nurfe  the  two  great  and  only  fupports  of  the 
family. 

Eellum  lafleum ;  or,  The  milky  battle,  fought 
between  the  Dean  and  the  crew  of  Quilca :  The 
latter  infifting  on  their  privilege  of  not  milking 
till  eleven  in  the  forenoon;  whereas  Mrs  Johnfon 
wanted  milk  at  eight  for  her  health.  In  this 
battle  the  Dean  got  the  victory  j  but  the  crew  of 
Quilca  begin  to  rebel  again  ;  for  it  is  this  day  al- 
moft  ten  o'clock,  and  Mrs  Johnfon  hath  not  got 
her  milk. 

A  proverb  on  the  lazinefs  and  lodgings  of  the 
Fervants  :  The  ivorfe  their  Jlye,  the  longer  they  lie. 

Two  great  holes  in  the  wall  of  the  ladies  bed- 
chamber, juft  at  the  back  of  the  bed,  and  one  of 
them  directly  behind  Mrs  Johnfon's  pillow,  either 
of  which  would  blow  out  a  candle  in  the  calmeft 
day. 


H  h  2 
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A  modeft  DEFENCE  of  a  late  POEM  by  an 
unknown  author,  called,  THE  LADY'S 
DRESSING-ROOM  *. 

Written  in  the  year  1734. 

[The  poem  en  the  Lady's  drcfling-room  having  given 
offence  to  a  few  fqueamifh  ladies,  and  fame  fine  gen- 
tlemen, //  was  thought  proper  to  publt/b  the  follow* 
ing  defence. ~\ 

A  Poem-,  or  pamphlet,  publifhed  in  this  king- 
dom without  a  name,  will  not  long  want 
one,  if  the  paper  maketh  a  noife. 

There  Is  a  certain  perfon  of  diftinction  among 
us,  who  is  conjectured  to  have  written  many 
things,  both  in  profe  and  verfe,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  nation,  which  undoubtedly  were  publifhed 
with  his  own  confent.  It  is  alfo  believed,  that 
he  has  compofed  others  occafionally,  for  the  a- 
mufement  of  himfelf  and  a  few  intimate  friends  ; 
which,  by  the  indifcretion  of  others,  were,  from 
ftolen  and  incorrect  copies,  dragged  into  light. 

But  I  hold  it  for  certain,  that  a  much  greater 
number  have,  by  the  boldnefs  of  printers,  and 
the  want  of  judgment  in  readers,  been  char- 
ged upon  that  author,  wherein  he  never  had  the 
fmalleft  finger,  as  I  ant  aflured  he  hath  often 
declared  -,  and,  which  is  remarkable,  was  as  free 

in 
*  Sec  this  poem  in  voL  ix.  p.  56. 


in  difowning  fome  writings  charged  upon  him, 
of  which  he  had  no  reafon  to  be  afliamed,  as  he 
could  be  of  the  meaneft  productions  of  Hiber- 
nian Grub-ftreet. 

As  to  thofe  fatal  verfes,  called  The  Lady's  dref- 
fng-room,  which  have  fo  highly  inflamed  the 
whole  fex,  (except  a  very  few  of  better  judg- 
ment) ;  as  I  can  by  no  means  juftify  the  vulgar 
opinion,  that  feemeth  to  fix  it  upon  a  perfon  fo- 
well  known  for  works  of  a  very  different  nature  ; 
fo  I  cannot  but  lament  the  prevailing  ill  tafte 
among  us,  which  is  not  able  to  difcover  that  ufe- 
ful  fatire  running  through  every  line,  and  the 
matter  as  decently  wrapped  up  as  it  is  poflible  the 
fubjedt  could  bear. 

Cleanlinefs  hath,  in  all  polite  ages  and  nations, 
been  efteemed  the  chief  corporal  perfection  in, 
women  ;  as  it  is  well  known  to  thofe  who  are  con- 
verfant  with  the  ancient  poets.  And  fo  it  is  ftill 
among  the  young  people  of  judgment  and  fo- 
briety,  when  they  are  difpofed  to  marry.  And  I 
do  not  doubt,  but  that  there  is  a  great  number 
of  young  ladies  in  this  town  and  kingdom,  who, 
in  reading  that  poem,  find  great  complacency  in 
their  own  minds,  from  a  confcioufnefs  that  the 
fatirical  part  in  the  Lady's  drejjlng-room  doth  not 
in  the  leaft  affect  them. 

Wherefore  it  is   manifeft,  that   no  poem  was 

ever  written  with  a  better  defign  for  the  fervice 

©f  the  fex  :  "Wherein  our  author  hath  obferved, 

to  a  tittle,  the  precepts  of  his  matter  Horace  ; 
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or,  indeed,   rather  hath  gone  very  far  beyond 
him,  in  the  article  of  decency. 

That  great  poet,  inftrufting  us  what  actions  are 
fitted  to  be  produced  openly  upon  the  fiene,  and 
which  are  moft  proper  to  be  only  related  to  the 
audience,  goeth  many  lengths  beyond  the  author 
of  the  Lady's  drej/ing-room :  For,  at  die  fame 
inftant  when  he  faith,  fome  actions  fhould  not 
appear  as  done  upon  the  ftage,  he  allows,  they 
may  be  recited  with  pleafure  and  elegance ;  and 
yet  when  he  cometh  to  particulars,  his  recital  is 
extremely  grofs,  and  fo  are  his  very  precepts 
which  forbid  the  actions.  Thus  if  our  infinitely 
more  modeft  author  had  imitated  his  mafter's  jlyley 
the  whole  world  might,  with  great  appearance  of 
reafon,  have  been  up  in  arms  againft  him. 

Therefore,  to  fet  thefe  two  poets  in  a  true  light, 
I  have  ventured,  for  the  fatisfaction  of  both 
fexes,  to  tranflate,  as  literally  as  1  could,  ten  lines 
In  Horace  upon  the  very  fame  fubjec~t,  which  our 
author  hath  handled  with  a  decency  fb  far  fupe- 
rior  to  his  Roman  mafter. 

To  juftify  the  truth  of  my  tranflation,  I  defirc 
all  fine  gentkmen  and  ladies  will  appeal  from  me 
ro  the  information  of  the  learned,  that  I  may 
be  wholly  clear  from  the  leaft  cenfure  of  mifre- 
prefenting  fo  great  an  authority  j  for,  indeed,  if 
I  have  been  guilty  of  any  fault,  it  is  in  palliating 
the  grofs  expreffions  in  the  original,  and  foften- 
ing  them  very  much  to  the  politenefs  of  the  pre- 
fent  age. 

The 
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The  Latin  is  word  for  word  as  follows : 
Aut  agitur  res  /cents,  out  afla  refertttr. 
Segnius  irritant  animos  demijff'a  per  aurem, 
Quam  qute  funt  oculis  fubjefta  fdelibus,  et  qua 
Ipfejibi  tradit  fpeflator.     Non  tamen  intiu 
Digna  geri  promes  in  fcenam  ;  multaque  tolles 
JSx  oculis,  qua:  max  narret  facundia  prxfsns. 
Nee  pueros  coram  populo  Media  trucidet ; 
Aut  humana  palani  coquat  sxta  nefarius  Atreus* 
Aut  in  avcm  Progne  vertetur,  Cadmus  in  anguem. 
Quodcunque  cftendij  inihijic,  incredulus  odi. 

The  literal  tranflation  whereof  is  thus  : 
Some  ladies  do  their  need  before  your  face  : 
Some  only  tell  the  acJion  and  the  place. 
Our  mind  is  lefs  provok'd  by  what  it  hears,. 
Than  what  the  fad  before  our  eyes  appears. 
In  clofet  dark,  your  cedar-box  be  hid  ; 
Not  in  a  parlour  fliewn  without  the  lid. 
Some  aftions  mufl  be  always  out  of  fight, 
Yet,   elegantly  told,  may  give  delight. 
Nurfe  muft  not  hold  the  child,  and  cry  JSee  Hee* 
When  Madam  and  their  friends  are  o'er  their  tea. 
Atreus,  with  ladies  by,  miftakes  his  wit, 

In  new-born  t s  to  run  a  red-hot  fpit. 

Mifs  Progne  muft  not  cry,  A  bird,  a  bird  ! 

Before  good  company,  and  fliew  a  t d.. 

Cadmus,  who  voids  out  worms  of  monftrous  fize. 
In  mcer  good  manners  mould  deceive  our  eyes  ; 
Muft  do  his  dirty  work  behind  the  fcene, 
And  ere  he  fliews  the  vermin,  wipe  them  clean. 
To  bring  fuch  odious  objects  full  in  view, 
Though  fools  may  laugh,  'twilLmakc  a  wife  man  fpue. 

I 


I  defire  the  reader  will  compare  the  leaft  ex- 
ceptionable lines  in  the  Lady's  drejjlng-room,  with 
the  leaft  offenfive  of  thefe  in  Horace  ;  although 
purged  by  me,  as  much  as  could  confift  with 
preferring;  the  true  fenfe  of  the  original.  Yet 
this  was  the  great  ma/ler  ofpol'rtenefs  in  the  Roman ' 
empire,  at  the  time  it  flourifhed  moft  in  arts  and 
arms. 

Horace,  you  fee,  makes  ufe  of  the  plain  flo- 
venly  words,  which  our  decent  Irifh  poet  indu- 
ftrioufly  avoideth,  and  Ikippeth  over  a  hundred 
dirty  places,  without  fouling  his  {hoes.  Horace, 
on  the  contrary,  plainly  calleth  a  fpade,  a  fpade, 
when  there  was  not  the  leaft  neceffity  ;  and  when, 
with  equal  eafe,  as  well  as  fignificancy,  he  might 
have  exprefied  his  meaning  in  homely  terms,  fit 
for  the  niceft  ears  of  a  queen  or  a  ducbefs. 

I  do  therefore  poiltively  decide  in  favour  of 
our  Hibernian  bard,  upon  the  article  of  decency  ,- 
and  am  ready  to  defend  my  proportion  againft 
all  mankind  :  That,  in  the  ten  lines  of  Horace, 
here  faithfully  and  favourably  translated,  there 
are  ten  times  more  Jlovenly  expre/Jionsy  than  in 
the  whole  poem  called  The  Ladys  dreffing-room^ 
And  for  the  truth  of  this  proportion,  I  am  ready- 
to  appeal  to  all  the  young  ladies  of  the  kingdom, 
or  to  fuch  a  committee  as  my  very  adverfaries  fhall 
appoint. 

Tte- 


The  ADDRESS  of  the  INHABITANTS  of 
the  liberty  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
St  Patrick's,  Dublin  *. 

WE,  the  inhabitants  of  the  liberty  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  St  Patrick's,  Du- 
blin, and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fame,  having 
been  informed,  by  univerfal  report,  that  a  cer- 
tain man  of  this  city  hath  openly  threatened  and 
fworn,  before  many  hundred  people,  as  well  per- 
fons  of  quality  as  others,  that  he  refolves,  upon 
the  firft  opportunity,  by  the  help  of  feveral  ruf- 
fians, to  murder  or  maim  the  Reverend  the  Dean 
of  St  Patrick's,  our  neighbour,  benefactor,  and 
head  of  the  liberty  of  St  Patrick's,  upon  a  fri- 
volous unproved  fufpicion,  of  the  faid  Dean's 
having  written  fomc  lines  in  verfe  reflecting  on 
the  faid  man. 

Therefore  we,  the  faid  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
liberty,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  from 
our  great  love  and  rcfpect  to  the  faid  Dean,  to 
whom  the  whole  kingdom  hath  fo  many  obliga- 
tions, as  well  as  we  of  the  liberty,  do  unani- 
moufly  declare,  That  we  will  endeavour  to  defend 
the  life  and  limbs  of  the  faid  Dean,  againft  the 
faid  man,  and  all  his  ruffians  and  murderers,  as 
far  as  the  law  will  allow  ;  if  he,  or  any  of  them, 
prefume  to  come  into  the  faid  liberty,  with  any 
wicked  malicious  intent,  againft  the  houfe,  or  fa- 
mily, or  perfon,  or  goods  of  the  faid  Dean.  To 

which 

*  See  an  account  of  the  occafion  of  this  addrefs,  and  the  an* 
fwer,  in  Dr  Swift's  life,  prefixed  to  vol.  I. 
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which  we  have  chearfully,  fincerely,  and  heartily, 
fet  our  hands. 

The  Dean  being  in  bed,  very  much  indifpofed, 
and  not  able  to  receive  the  faid  perfons,  dictated 
the  following  anfwer  : 
GENTLEMEN, 

I  receive,  with  great  thankfulnefs,  thefe  many 
kind  expreffions  of  your  concern  for  my  fafety, 
as  well  as  your  declared  refolution  to  defend  me 
(as  far  as  the  laws  of  God  and  man  will  allow) 
againft  all  murderers  and  ruffians,  who  fhall  at- 
tempt to  enter  into  the  liberty  with  any  bloody  or 
•wicked  defigns,  upon  my  life,  my  limbs,  my 
houfe,  or  my  goods.  Gentlemen,  my  life  is  in 
the  hands  of  God ;  and  whether  it  may  be  cut  off 
by  treachery,  or  open  violence,  or  by  the  com- 
mon way  of  other  men,  as  long  as  it  continues, 
I  {hall  ever  bear  a  grateful  memory  for  this  fa- 
vour you  have  (hewn,  beyond  my  expectation, 
and  almoft  exceeding  my  wifhes.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  the  liberty,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, have  lived  with  me  in  great  amity  for 
near  twenty  years  ;  which  I  am  confident  will 
never  diminiih  during  my  life.  I  am  chiefly  for- 
ry,  that,  by  two  cruel  diforders  of  deafnefs  and 
giddinefs,  which  have  purfued  me  for  four 
months,  I  am  not  in  a  condition  either  to  hear,  or 
to  receive  you,  much  lefs  to  return  my  moft  fin- 
cere  acknowledgements,  which  in  juftice  and  gra- 
titude I  ought  to  do.  May  God  blefs  you  and 
your  families  in  this  world,  and  make  you  for 
•ever  happy  in  the  next. 

A 


LETTER 

From  the  GRAND  MISTRESS  of  the 
FEMALE  FREE   MASONS, 

To  GEORGE  FAULKNER,  PRINTER. 

Jxion,  impious,  lewd,  profane, 
Bright  Juno  woo'J,  but  ivoo'd  in  vain. 
Long  had  he  languijh*  d for  the  dame, 
'  Till  Jove  at  length,  to  quench  his  flame. 
Some  fay  for  fear,  fame  fay  for  pity, 
Sent  him  a  cloud  like  Juno  pretty, 
As  like  as  if  'twere  drawn  by  painters. 
On  ivbich  he  got  a  race  of  Centaurs. 
A  bite,  quoth  V  E  u  u  s. 

A.  B.  C.  lib.  6.  p.  107. 

SEEING  it  is  of  late  become  a  fafhion  m  town, 
in  writing  to  all  the  world,  to  addrefs  to 
you  ;  our  fociety  of  Female  Free  Mafons  has  alfo 
chofen  you   for  our   Printer ;    and  fo,  without 
preface,  art,   or  embellifhment,  (for  truth  and 
a  fhort  paper  needs  none  of  them),  our  female 
lodge  has  the  whole  myftery  as  well  as  any  lodge 
in  Europe,  with  proper  instructions  in  writing  j 
and,  what  will  feem  more  ftrange  to  you,  with- 
out 


out  the  lead  taint  of  perjury.  By  this  time  any 
reader,  who  is  a  mafon,  will,  I  know,  laugh,  and 
not  without  indignation.  But  that  matters  not 
much  ;  our  fex  has  long  owed  your's  this  good 
turn.  You  refufed  to  admit  (^Elizabeth,  and 
even  Semiramis  Queen  of  Babylon,  though  each 
of  them  (without  punning)  had  a  great  deal  of 
male  JleJJj  upon  their  bodies  :  But  at  laft  you  will 
be  forced  to  own  we  have  it ;  and  thus  it  was  we 
came  by  it. 

A  gentleman,  who  is  a  great  friend  to  all  our 
members,  who  has  fince  inftructed  and  formed 
us  into  a  lodge,  and  whom  we  therefore  call  our 
guardian ,  fell  in  lately  with  a  lodge  of  Free  Mafons 
at  Omagh  in  Ulfter.  They  prefTed  him  hard  to 
come  into  their  fociety,  and  at  length  prevailed. 
They  wanted  an  Old  Tejlament  to  fwear  him  by. 
The  inn-keeper's  Bible,  having  both  Old  and  New 
bound  up  together,  would  not  do  :  For  the  Free 
Mafons  oath  being  of  much  older  date  than  the 
New  Tejlament,  that  is,  from  the  building  of  So- 
lomon's temple,  (for  till  then  it  was  but  a  pro- 
teftation  well  larded  over  with  atrfes  and  execra- 
tions), they  are  always  fworn  on  the  Old  Tejla- 
tnent  only.  They  offer  to  buy  the  fellow's  Bible  : 
He  confents  ;  but  finding  they  were  to  cut  away 
the  New  Tejlament  from  the  Old,  concluded  them 
at  once  a  pack  of  profane  wretches,  and  very 
piouflyrefcuedhis  Bills.  This  cuftom  of  fwearing 
on  the  Old  Tejlament  only,  is  what  has  given  birth 
to  the  vulgar  error,  That  Free  Mafons  renounce 
i  the 
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the  New  Tejlament.  So  they  proceed  on  the  reft 
of  the  ceremony,  deferring  the  oath  till  next 
morning,  one  of  them  having  an  Old  Tejlament 
for  the  purpofe,  at  his  houfe  hard  by.  This,  it 
is  true,  was  a  heinous  blunder  againft  the  canons 
of  Free  Mafonry.  But  the  gentlemen  were  far 
gone  in  punch  and  whl/ky.  In  fhort,  our  friend 
and  prefent  guardian  is  made  a  Free,  but  unfiuorn 
Mafen,  and  was  three  hours  gone  on  his  journey 
next  morning,  before  the  merry  Free  Mafons 
awoke  to  fend  for  their  Old  Teftament ;  and,  what 
was  worfe,  they  had  taught  him  the  form  of 
the  oath,  againft  he  was  to  fwear  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

Now,  as  to  the  fecret  words  and  fignals  ufed 
among  Free  Mafons,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the 
Hebrew  alphabet,  (as  our  guardian  has  informed 
our  lodge  in  writing),  there  are  four  pair  of  let- 
ters, of  which  each  pair  is  fo  like,  that,  at  firlt 
view,  they  feem  to  be  the  fame  ;  Beth  and  Capht 
Gimel  and  Nun,  Cheth  and  Thau,  Daleth  and 
Refch  ;  and  on  thefe  depend  all  their  fignals  and 
grips. 

Cheth  and  Thau  are  fhaped  like  two  (landing 
gallowfes,  of  two  legs  each.  When  two  niafons 
accoft  each  other,  one  cries  Cheth,  the  other  an- 
iwers  Thau ;  flgnifying,  that  they  would  fooner 
be  hanged  on  the  gallows  than  divulge  the  fecret. 

Then  again  Beth  and  Caph  are  each  like  a  gal- 
lows lying  on  one  of  the  ikle-pofts,  and,  when 
ufed  as  above,  imply  this  pious  prayer  :  May  all 
VOL.  XI.  I  i  ivho 
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who  reveal  tie  fecret,  hang  upon  the  gallotvs  till  it 
falls  down.  This  is  their  mafter-fecret,  generally 
called  the  great  nuord. 

Dalctb  and  Refth  are  like  two  half-gallowfes, 
or  a  gallows  cut  in  two  at  the  crofs  flick  on  top; 
by  which,  when  pronounced,  they  intimate  to  each 
other,  that  they  would  rather  be  half-hanged, 
than  name  either  vucrd  or  Jignal  before  any  but  a 
broiler,  fo  as  to  be  underftood. 

When  one  fays  Gimel^  the  other  anfvvers  Nun ; 
then  the  firft  again  joining  both  letters  toge- 
ther, repeats  three  times,  Gimef-Nun,  Giwef-Nun, 
Giml-Nun ;  by  which  they  mean,  that  they  are 
united  as  one,  in  interefts,  fecrecy,  and  affection. 
This  laft  word  has  in  time  been  depraved  in  the 
pronunciation,  from  Gimel-Nun  to  Gimeluiny  and 
at  laft  to  Giblun,  and  fometimes  Glblin ;  which 
word  being  by  fome  accident  difcovered,  they 
riow-a-days  pretend  it  is  but  a  mock-word. 

Another  of  their  words  has  been  maimed  in 
the  pronunciation  by  the  illiterate  ;  that  is,  the 
letter  Latnech,  which  was  the  hujh-iuord ;  for, 
when  fpoke  by  any  brother  in  a  lodgey  it  was  a 
warning  to  the  reft  to  have  a  care  of  lifteners. 
It  is  now  corruptly  pronounced  Lan  ;  but  the 
mafons  pretend  this  alfo  is  a  mock-ivordt  for  the 
fame  reafon  as  Giblin.  This  play  with  the  He- 
brew alphabet  is  very  antiently  called  the  MANA- 

BOLETH. 

When  one  brother  orders  another  to  walk  like 
a  mafont  he  muft  walk  four  fteps  backwards  j 

four, 
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four,  bccaufe  of  the  four  pair  of  letters  already 
mentioned  ;  and  backwards,  becaufe  the  Hebrew 
is  writ  and  read  backwards. 

As  to  their  m^Jlerloiis  grips ^  they  are  as  follows : 
If  they  be  in  company,  where  they  cannot  with 
fafety  fpeak  the  above  words,  they  take  each 
other  by  the  hand  ;  one  draws  one  of  the  letters 
of  the  Manaboleth  with  his  finger  on  the  other's 
hand,  which  he  returns  as  in  fpeaking. 

It  is  worth  obferving,  that  a  certain  lodge  in 
town  publifhed  fome  time  ago  a  fheet  full  of 
mock-mafonry,  purely  to  puzzle  and  banter  the 
town,  with  feveral  falfe  figns  and  words,  as 
Mada>  or  Adam  writ  backwards,  Boast  Nini- 
rod,  Johns,  Pefloral,  Giittttraly  (5TV.  but  not  one 
word  of  the  real  ones,  as  you  fee  by  wh.it  has 
been  faid  of  the  MANABOLETH. 

After  King  James  VI. 's  accefiion  to  the  throne 
of  England,  he  revived  mafonry^  of  which  he 
was  gi-and-rnajler  both  in  Scotland  and  England  : 
It  had  been  entirely  fupprefied  by  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, becaufe  (he  could  not  get  into  the  iccret. 
All  perfons  of  quality,  after  the  example  of  the 
King,  got  themfelves  admitted  Free  Mafens ;  bur 
they  made  a  kind  of  MANABOI.ETH  in  Engli/h, 
in  imitation  of  the  true  and  antient  one  ;  as 
I.  O.  U.  H.  a  gold  key  ;  /  owe  you  each  a  geld 
Icy  ;  H.  CCCC.  his  ruin.  Each  forefees  his  ruin. 
I.  C.  U.  13.  YY.  for  me,  /  fee  you  be  too  wife 
for  me.  And  a  great  deal  more  of  the  fame 
foolifli  fluff,  which  took  its  rife  from  a  filly 
I  i  2  i>nn- 


(    376    ) 

pun  upon  the  word  Bee ;  for  you  muft  know, 
That 

A  bee  has,  in  all  ages  and  nations,  been 

the  grand  hieroglyphic  of  mafonryy  becaufe  it  ex- 
cels all  other  living  creatures  in  the  contrivance 
and  commodioufnefs  of  its  habitation  or  comb  ;  as, 
among  many  other  authors,  Dr  M'Gregor,  now 
profeflbr  of  Mathematics  in  Cambridge,  (as  our 
guardian  informs  us)  hath  learnedly  demonftrat- 
ed  :  Nay,  mnfanry  or  building  feems  to  be  the  very 
effence  or  nature  of  the  bee ;  for  her  building 
not  the  ordinary  way  of  all  other  living  creatures, 
is  the  generative  caufe  which  produces  the  young 
ones  5  (you  know,  I  fuppofe,  that  bees  are  of 
neither  fix.) 

For  this  reafon,  the  Kings  of  France,  both 
Pagans  and  Chrijlians,  always  eminent  Free  Ma~ 
fonS)  carried  three  bees  for  their  arms.  But,  to 
avoid  the  imputation  of  the  Egyptian  idolatry  of 
worfhipping  a  bee,  Clodovjeus,  their  firft  Chriftian 
King,  called  them  lilies,  or  Jloiver-dc-luces  ,•  in 
which,  notwithstanding  the  firtall  change  made 
for  difguife  fake,  there  is  ftill  the  exact  figure  of 
a  bee.  You  have  perhaps  read  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  golden  bees  found  in  the  coffin  of  a  Pa- 
gan King  of  France  near  Bruflels,  many'  ages 
after  CHRIST,  which  he  had  ordered  fhould  be 
buried  with  him,  in  token  of  his  having  been  a 
ma/on. 

The  Egyptians,  always  excellent  and  antient 
Free  Mafonst  paid  divine  worfliip  to  a  bee,  under 
the  outward  Ihape  of  a  bull,  the  better  to  conceal 

the 
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the  myftery ;  which  lull,  by  them  called  Apis,  is 
the  Latin  word  for  a  bee.  The  enigma  reprelent- 
ing  the  bee  by  a  bull,  confifts  in  this,  That,  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrine  of  the  Pythagorean  ledge 
of  Free  Mufo/is,  the  fouls  of  all  me  cow-kind 
transmigrate  into  bees;  as  one  Virgil,  a  poet 
much  in  favour  with  the  Emperor  Auguilu.s,  bc- 
cmfe  of  his  profound  fkill  in  mafinry,  has  de- 
fcribed  ;  and  Mr  Dryden  has 


•Arift-jcus 


Four  altars  raifes  ;   from  his  herd  he  culls 

For  {laughter  four  the  faired  of  his  bulls, 

Four  heifers  from,  his  female  (lore  he  took, 

All  fair,  and  all  unknowing  o£  the  yoke  ; 

Nine  mornings  thence,  with  facriiiee  and  pray'rs, 

The  gi'ds  invok'd,   he  to  the  grove  repairs. 

Behold  a  prodigy  !   for  from  within          ». 

The  broken  bowels  and  the  bloated  {kin, 

A  buzzing  noife  of  bees  his  ears  alarms  ; 

Straight  iflue  thro'  the  fides  aflembhng  fwarms,  &c.. 

What  mcdcni  innfet:_s  call  a  fo'Jgf,  was,  for  the 
above  realbns,  by  antiquity,  called  a  HIVE  of 
FW  Mafens  :  AnJ,  for  the  fame  reafons,  when 
a  diflenfion  happens  in  a  lodge >  the  going  oiF, 
And  forming  another  lodge,  is  to  this  day  calbd 

S\V  ARMING. 

Our  guardian  is  of  opinion,  that  the  prefent 

tnafonry  is  fo  tarniflicd  by  the  ignorance  of  the 

working   and    fome  other   illiterate  mafcnsy    tV.at 

very  many,    even   whole  lodges %    fall  under  the 

I  i  3  confure 
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cenfure  of  the  venerable  Chinefe  brachman,  whofe 
hiftory  of  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  decay  of  Free 
Mafonry,  writ  in  the  Chinefe  tongue,  is  lately 
tranflated  into  a  certain  European  language.  This 
Chinefe  fage  fays,  the  greateft  part  of  current 
inafons  judge  of  the  myfteries  and  ufe  of  that  fa- 
cred  art,  juft  as  a  man,  perfectly  illiterate,  judges 
of  an  excellent  book  ;  in  which,  when  opened  to 
him,  he  finds  no  other  beauties,  than  the  regular 
uniformity  in  every  page,  the  exaclnefs  of  the 
lines  in  length  and  equi-diftance,  and  blacknels 
of  the  ink,  and  whitenefs  of  the  paper  j  or,  as 
the  famous  Britifh  Free  Mafon,  MERLIN,  fays  of 
the  ftars  in  the  firmament,  when  viewed  by  a 
child,  &c.  But  I  fliall  not  trouble  you  with  the 
length  of  a  quotation  at  prefent,  becaufe  Mer- 
lin and  Friar  Bacon  on  Free  Mafonry,  are  foon  to 
be  drefTed  up  in  modern  Englifh,  and  fold  by 
our  printer  Mr  Faulkner,  if  duly  encouraged  by 
lubfcribers ;  and  alfo  a  key  to  Raymundus  Lullius] 
without  whofe  help,  our  guardian  fays,  it  is 
impofllble  to  come  at  the  quinteflence  of  Free 
Mafonry. 

But  fome  will  perhaps  object,  How  came  your 
unfworn  guardian  by  this  refined  and  uncommon 
knowledge  in  the  great  art  ?  To  which  I  anfwer, 
That 

The  branch  of  the  lodge  of  Solomon's  temple, 
afterwards  called  The  lodge  of  St  John  ofjerufalcw, 
on  which  our  guardian  fortunately  hit,  is,  as  I 
can  eafily  prove,  the  ancienteft  and  pureft  now 
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en  earth  ;  from  whence  came  the  famous  old 
Scottifh  lodge  of  Kiliuinning,  of  which  all  the 
kings  of  Scotland  have  been  from  time  to  time 
grand  mafters,  without  interruption,  down  from 
the  days  of  Fergus,  who  reigned  there  more  than 
two  thoufand  years  ago,  long  before  the  knights 
of  St  John  of  Jerufalem,  or  the  knights  of  Mal- 
ta ;  to  which  two  lodges  I  muft  neverthelefs  allow 
the  honour  of  having  adorned  the  ancient  Jewifli 
and  Pagan  mafonry  with  many  religious  and  Chri- 
ftian  rules. 

Fergus  being  eldeft  fon  to  the  chief  king  of 
Ireland,  was  carefully  inftructed  in  all  the  arts 
and  fciences,  efpecially  in  the  natural  magic,  and 
the  cabaliftical  philofophy,  (afterwards  called  the 
Roftcrufianjy  by  the  Pagan  Druids  of  Ireland  and 
Mona,  the  only  true  cabalijls  then  extant  in  the 
ivejlern  world.  (For  they  had  it  immediately 
from  the  Phoenicians,  Chaldeans,  and  Egyptians, 
which  I,  though  but  a  woman,  can  prove.)  The 
Egyptians  probably  had  it  immediately  from  A- 
braham,  as  the  fcripture  plainly  hints  in  the  life 
of  that  patriarch  ;  and  it  is  allowed,  I  am  told, 
by  men  of  learning,  that  the  occulty  as  well  as 
moral  philofophy  of  all  the  Pagans,  was  well  be- 
fprinkled  and  enriched  from  the  cabaliftical  fchool 
of  the  patriarchs,  and  afterwards  by  the  Tal/nu- 
difts,  and  other  inferior  Rabbins,  though  the  pre- 
vailing idolatry  of  thofe  days  much  depraved  and 
vitiated  it. 

Fergus,  before  his  defcent  upon  the  Picts  in 
Scotland,  raifed  that  famous  ftrufture,  called  to 

this 


this  day  Cur  rick-Fergus,  after  his  name,  the  moft 
myfterious  piece  of  architecture  now  on  earth, 
(not   excepting   the    pyramids   of  the    Egyptian 
mafohs,  and  their   hieroglyphics,  or  Free  Mafons 
figns  j)  as  any  fkilful  Free  Mnfon  may  eafily  per- 
ceive, by  examining  it  according  to   the  rules  of 
the   art.     He  built  it  as  a  lodge  for  his  college 
of  Free   Mafons,  in   thofe   days   called   Druids; 
which  word,  our  guardian  aflures  us,  fignifies  an 
•oak  in  the  Greek  language,  becaufe  oak  is  one  of 
the   beft   timber   trees   for   building,    of   which 
(efpecially  the   marine   architecture)  the    Drurds 
were  the  only  matters,  though  your  modern  term 
of  mafon  implies  no  more  than  a  worker  in  ftone; 
erroneoufly  enough   indeed,  or  at  leaft  far  fhort 
of  the  true  and  ancient  term  of  Druid ;   fince 
the  marine  architecture,  the  moft  uftful  branch 
of  the  facred  art,  correfponds  naturally  and  per- 
fe<5lly  with  the  word   Druid,  or  worker  in  oak, 
and  hath  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  ftones  of  any 
kind  ;  till  Jafon,  a  famous  Druid,  or  Free  Mafon, 
ufed  the  load/tone,  when  he  went  in  queft  of  the 
golden  fleece,  as  it  is  called  in  the  enigmatical  terms 
of  Free  Mafenry,    or,  more   properly   fpeaking. 
of  the  cabala,  as  mafotiry  was  called  in  thofe  days. 
The  ufe  of  the  kadftone  was  then,  and  long  after, 
kept  as  fecret  as  any  of  the  other  myfleries  of  the 
art,    till,   by  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  the 
great  lodges,  the  ufe  of  it  was  made  public,  for 
the  common  benefit  of  mankind.     Jafon's  artifi- 
cial frog  had  it  fixed  in  his  mouth ;  and  having  a 
free  fwing  in  an  oaken  bowl,  half  filled  with  wa- 
ter, 


ter,  always  faced  the  North  pole ;  which  gave,  rife 
to  the  poetical  fable,  that  Jnfon's  frog  was  a  little 
familiar,  orjea  demon,  prefitling  over  the  naviga- 
tion, like  any  other  angel-guardian  ;  for  free 
Mafonst  in  all  ages,  as  well  as  now,  have  been 
looked  upon  to  deal  vrlthjprifes  or  demons.  And 
hence  came  that  imputation  which  they  have  in 
many  nations  lain  under,  of  being  conjurers,  or 
magicians  ;  witnefs  Merlin  and  Friar  Bacon. 

It  is  perhaps  further  worth  remarking,  that 
Jafon  took  one  of  the  two  facred  vocal  oaks  of 
the  grove  of  Dodona,  to  make  the  keel  of  the 
Argot)  for  fo  his  fliip  was  called  ;  myfterioufly 
joining  together  architecture  or  ittafittrj)  and  the 
Dnndical  priefthood,  or  power  of  explaining  the 
oracles.  For  our  guardian  will  have  it  fo,  that 
the  Pagan  priefthood  was  always  in  the  druids  or 
nitons,  and  that  there  was  a  perceivable  glimmer- 
ing of  the  Jewifli  rites  in  it,  though  much  cor- 
rupted, as  I  faid  -,  that  the  Pagan  wodhip  was 
chieSy  in  groves  of  oak ;  that  they  always  looked 
upon  the  oak  as  facred  to  Jupiter  ;  which  notion 
is  countenanced  (making  allowance  for  the  Pa- 
ganifm)  by  the  patriarchs  ,•  for  you  fee  in  Genefis, 
that  Abraham  facrificed  under  the  oaks  of  Mamre. 
JofHua  indeed  took  a  great  ftone,  and  put  it  up 
under  the  oak;  emblematically  joining  the  two 
great  elements  of  mafonry,  to  raife  an  altar  for 
the  LORD. 

Our  guardian  alfo  fays,  that  Cxfar's  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Druids  of  Gaul,  is  as  exact  a  picture 
of  a  lodge  of  Free  Mafons  as  can  poffibly  be  drawn. 

His 


(     382     ) 

His  reafons  for  the  Manaboleth  are  the  better 
worth  difcovering,  for  that  I  believe  there  are 
even  fome  mnfons  who  know  nothing  of  it,  viz. 
That  it  hath  been  an  ancient  practice  among  the 
cabali/iic  philofophersy  to  make  every  Hebrew  letter 
a  hieroglyphic,  myfterious  in  its  figure  above  all 
other  letters,  as  being  thus  fhaped  and  formed  by 
the  immediate  directions  of  the  Almighty,  where- 
as all  other  LETTERS  are  of  human  invention. 

Secondly,  That  the  Manaboleth  has  a  very 
clofe  and  unconstrained  analogy  with  mafonry  or 
architecture ;  for  that  every  letter  of  the  Hebrew 
alphabet,  as  alfo  of  the  Syriac,  Chaldaic,  and 
Irifh  alphabets,  derived  from  it,  have  their  names 
from  timber-trees ,  except  fome  few  which  have 
their  names  from  Jlones  ;  and  I  think  it  is  pretty 
plain,  that  timber  and  Jlone  are  as  much  the  ele- 
ments of  mnfonry,  as  the  alphabet  is  of  books  ; 
which  is  a  near  relation  enough  between  archi- 
teclttre  and  learning  of  all  kinds,  and  naturally 
fhews  why  the  Druids,  who  took  their  title  from 
a  tree,  kept  learning  and  architecture  jointly  with- 
in themfelves. 

Next  week  fhall  be  publifhed,  the  Free  Mafons 
oath,  with  the  remarks  upon  it  of  a  young  clergy- 
man, who  has  petitioned  to  be  admitted  chaplain 
to  our  lodge,  which  is  to  be  kept  at  Mrs  Prater's 
female  coffee-houfe,  every  Tuefday,  from  nine 
in  the  morning  to  twelve,  and  the  tenth  day  of 
every  month  in  the  year  ;  where  all  ladies  of  true 
hearts,  and  found  morals,  lhall  be  admitted  with- 
out fwearing. 

I 


I  think  it  proper  to  infert  the  Free  Mafons 
SONG,  commonly  fung  at  this  meeting;  though, 
by  the  bye,  it  is  of  as  little  fignification  as  the  reft 
of  their  fecrets.  It  was  writ  by  one  Anderfon, 
as  our  guardian  informs  me,  juft  to  put  a  good 
glofs  on  the  myftery,  as  you  may  fee  by  the  words. 

SONG. 
I. 

COME  let  us  prepare, 
We  Brothers  that  are 
Aflembled  on  merry  occafion  ; 

Let's  drink,  laugh,  and  fing, 
Our  wine  has  a  fpring  ; 
Here's  a  health  to  an  Accepted  MASON. 

II. 

The  world  is  in  pain 

Our  fecrets  to  gain, 
And  ftill  let  them  wonder  and  gaze  on  ; 

They  ne'er  can  divine 

The  word  or  the  fign 
Of  a  Free  and  an  Accepted  MASON. 

III. 

'Tis  this,  and  'tis  that, 

They  cannot  tell  what, 
Why  fo  many  great  men  of  the  nation 

Should  aprons  put  on, 

To  make  thcmfelves  one 
With  a  Free  and  an  Accepted  MASON. 

IV. 
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IV, 

Great  Kings,  Dukes,  and  Lords, 

Have  laid  by  their  fwords, 
Our  rayft'ry  to  put  a  good  grace  on, 

And  ne'er  been  alham'd 

To  hear  themfelves  nam'd 
With  a  Free  and  an  Accepted  MASON, 
V. 

Antiquity's  pride 

We  have  on  our  fide, 
And  it  maketh  men  juft  in  their  flation; 

There's  nought  but  what's  good 

To  be  underftood 
By  a  Free  and  an  Accepted  MASON. 

VI. 

Then  join  hand  in  hand, 

To  each  other  firm  ftand  ; 
Let's  be  merry,  and  put  a  bright  face  on. 

What  mortal  can  boaft 

So  noble  a  toaft, 
As  a  Free  and  an  Accepted  MASON. 

POSTSCRIPT. 
MR  FAULKNER, 

Our  Lodge  unanimoufly  defire  you  will  giye 
their  fincere  refpefts  to  your  ingenious  DRAPIER, 
to  whofe  pen  we,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  nation, 
own  ourfelves  obliged.  If  he  be  not  already  a 
Free  Mafon,  he  fhall  be  welcome  to  be  our  de- 
puty-guardian. 

Tour  humble  fervant, 

THALESTRIS. 

Tfrif  eht  Tfugua  Nilbud. 


THE 

LAST        WILL 
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DR.   SWIFT,  Dean  of  St  Patrick's 
in  Dublin  *. 


IN  the  name  of  God,  Amen.     I  JONATHAN 
SWIFT,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  and  Dean  o£ 
the  Cathedral  Church  of  St  Patrick's,  Dublin, 
being  at  this  prefent  of  found  mind,  although 
weak  in  body,  do  here  make  my  Laft  Will  and 
Teftament,  hereby  revoking  all  my  former  wills. 
VOL.  XI.  K  k  Imprimis •, 

*  Swift's  Will,  like  all  his  other  writings,  is  drawn  up  in  his 
own  peculiar  manner.  Even  in  fo  ferious  a  compofition,  he  can- 
not help  indulging  himfelf,  in  leaving  legacies  that  carry  with 
them  an  air  of  raillery  and  jefl.  He  difpofes  of  his  three  hats 
(his  beft,  his  fecond  beft,  and  his  third  beft  beaver)  with  an 
ironical  folemnity,  that  renders  the  bequefts  ridiculous.  He  be- 
queaths "  to  Mr  John  Grattan  a  filvcr  box,"  &c.  [p.  357.] 
But  his  legacy  to  Mr  Robert  Grattan  is  (till  more  extraordi- 
nary. "  Item,  I  bequeath  to  the  Reverend  Mr  Robert  Grat- 
"  tan,"  &c.  [p.  357.]  Thefe  are  fo  many  lafting  impreffions 
of  his  turn,  and  way  of  thinking;  and  I  dare  fay,  the  perfons 
thus  diflinguifhcd,  look  upon  thefc  inftances,  as  affectionate 
memorials  of  his  fnendfliip,  and  as  tokens  of  the  jocofe  manner 
iu  which  he  had  treated  them  during  his  lifetime.  Orrery. 
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Imprimis  t  I  bequeath  ray  foul  to  God,  (in 
humble  hopes  of  his  mercy  thro'  Jefus  Chrift), 
and  my  body  to  the  eai'th.  And  I  dcfire,  that 
rny  body  may  be  buried  in  the  great  ifle  of  the 
laid  Cathedral,  on  the  fouth  fide,  under  the  pil- 
lar next  to  the  monument  of  Primate  NarcilTus 
Marfh  *,  three  days  afrer  my  deceafe,  as  private- 
ly as  poffible,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night ; 
and  that  a  black  marble  of  feet  fquare,  and 
feven  feet  from  the  ground,  fixed  to  the  wall, 
may  be  erected,  with  the  following  infcription  in 
large  letters,  deeply  cut,  and  ftrongly  gilded  f: 

HlC    DEPOSITVM    EST    CORPVS 

JONATHAN    SWIFT,    S.  T.  P. 

HviVS    ECCLESI*:    CATHEDRALIS    DECANI, 

VBI  s  ;E  v  A  INDIGNATIO 

VLTERIVS  COR  LACERARE  NEQJJIT. 

AB  i,    VIATOR, 

ET    IMITARE,    SI    POTERISj 

STRENVVM  PRO  VIP.ILI  LIBERTATIS  VINDICIM. 

OBI  IT  ANNO  [MDCCILV.] 
MENSIS  [OcTOBRis]  DIE  [19.] 

vETATIS    AMNO    £LXXVtII.] 

Ittfftf 

*  Be:  his  character,  vol.  x.  p.  391. 

f  His  monumental  infcription,  written  by  himfelf,  may  con- 
firm to  you  the  obfervation  which  I  formerly  made  in  vol.  viii. 
p.  6.  that  he  was  not  an  elegant  writer  of  Latin.  An  harfher 
epitaph  has  feldom  been  compofed.  It  is  fcarce  intelligible; 
and,  if  intelligible,  is  a  proof  how  difficult  a  tafk  it  is,  even  for 
the  greateft  genius,  to  draw  his  own  charader,  or  to  reprefent 
Hmfclf  and  his  aQions  in  a  proper  manner  to  posterity.  Orrery. 
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//<•/;/,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  executors, 
all  my  worldly  fubftance,  of  what  nature  or  kind 
foever,  (excepting  fuch  part  thereof  as  is  herein 
after  particularly  devifed),  for  the  following  ufes 
and  purpofes :  That  is  to  fay,  to  the  intent  that 
they,  or  the  furvivors  or  furvivor  of  them,  his 
executors,  or  admininrators,  as  foon  as  conveni- 
ently may  be  after  my  death,  fhall  turn  it  all  into 
ready  money,  and  lay  out  the  fame  in  purchafing 
lands  of  inheritance  in  fee-fimple,  fituate  in  any 
province  of  Ireland,  except  Conn  aught,  but  as 
near  to  the  city  of  Dublin  as  conveniently  can 
be  found,  and  not  incumbered  with,  or  fubject 
to  any  leafes  for  lives  renewable,  or  any  terms 
for  years  longer  than  thirty-one.  And  I  defire, 
that  a  yearly  annuity  of  twenty  pounds  Sterling, 
out  of  the  annual  profits  of  fuch  lands,  when 
purchafed,  and  out  of  the  yearly  income  of  my 
faid  fortune,  devifed  to  my  executors  as  afore- 
faid,  until  fuch  purchafe  (hall  be  made,  fhall  be 
paid  to  Rebecca  Dingley  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
fpinfter,  during  her  life,  by  two  equal  half-yearly 
payments,  on  the  feafts  of  All-faints,  and  St  Phi- 
lip and  St  Jacob  ;  the  firft  payment  to  be  made 
on  fuch  of  the  faid  feafts  as  fhall  happen  next 
after  my  death.  And  that  the  relidue  of  the 
yearly  profits  of  the  faid  lands,  when  purchafed, 
and,  until  fuch  purchafe  be  made,  the  refidue  of 
the  yearly  income  and  intereft  of  my  faid  fortune, 
devifed  as  aforefaid  to  my  executors,  fhall  be  laid 
out  in  purchafing  a  piece  of  land,  fituate  near  Dr 
Kk  *  Steven's 
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Steven's  hofpital ;  or,  if  it  cannot  be  there  had, 
fomewhere  in  or  near  the  city  of  Dublin,  large 
enough  for  the  purpofes  herein  after  mentioned, 
and  in  building  thereon  an  hofpital  large  enough 
for  the  reception  of  as  many  idiots  and  lunatics 
as  the  annu.il  income  of  the  faid  lands  and  world- 
ly fubftance  fhall  he  fufficient  to  maintain.  And 
I  defire,  that  the  faid  hofpital  may  be  called  ST 
P  A  T  R  i  c  K'S  HOSPITAL,  and  may  be  built  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  another  building  may  be  add- 
ed unto  it,  in  cafe  the  endowment  thereof  fhould 
be  enlarged  j  fo  that  the  additional  building  may 
make  the  whole  edifice  regular  and  complete. 
And  my  further  will  and  defire  is,  that,  when 
the  faid  hofpital  fhall  be  built,  the  whole  yearly, 
income  of  the  faid  lands  and  eftate  fhall,  for  ever 
after,  be  laid  out  in  providing  victuals,  cloathing, 
medicines,  attendance,  and  all  other  necefTaries-, 
for  fuch  idiots  and  lunatics  as-  {hall  be  received 
into  the  fame  ;  and  in  repairing  and  enlarging  the 
building  from  time  to  time,  as  there  may  be  oc- 
cafion.  And,  if  a  fufficient  number  of  idiots 
and  lunatics  cannot  readily  be  found,  I  defire 
that  incurables  may  be  take"n  into  the  faid  hofpi»- 
tal,  to  fupply  fuch  deficiency  j  but  that  no  per- 
fon  fhall  be  admitted  into  it,  that  labours  under 
any  infectious  difeafe  :  And  that  all  fuch  idiots, 
lunatics,  and  incurables,  as  fhall  be  received  into 
the  faid  hofpital,  fhall  conftantly  live  and  refide 
therein,  as  well  in  the  night  as  the  day ;  and  that 
the  falaries  of  agents,  receivers,  officers,  fervants, 

and 
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and  attendants,  to  be  employed  in  ihe  bufinefs 
of  the  faid  hofpital,  ihall  not  ia  the  whole  exceed 
one  fifth  part  of  the  clear  yearly  income  or  reve- 
nue thereof.     And  I  further  delire,  that  my  ex- 
ecutors, the  furvivors  or  furvivor  of  them,  or  the 
heirs  of  fuch,  ihall  not  have  power  to  demiie  any 
part  of  the  faid  lands  fo  to  be  purchafed  as  afore- 
faid,  but  with  conient  of  the  Lord  Primate,  the 
Lord  High  Chancellor,  the  Lord  ArchbHhop  of 
Dublin,  the  Dean  of  Chrift-ehurch,  the  Dean  of 
St  Patrick's,  the  Phyfician  to  the  State,  and  the 
Surgeon-general,  all  for  the  time   being,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them,  under  their  hands  in  writ- 
ing ;  and  that  no  leafes  of  any  part  of  the  faid  lands 
fhall  ever  be  made,  other  than  leafes  for  years 
not  exceeding  thirty-one,  in  poiTi-flion,  and  not 
in  reverfion  or  remainder,  and  not  dilpuni (liable 
of  wafte,  whereon  ihall  be  referved  the  beft  and 
moft  improved  rents  that  can  reafonably  and  mo- 
derately, without  racking  the  tenants,  be  gotten, 
for  the  fame,  without  fine.  Provided  always,  and 
k  is  my  will  and  earneft  defire,  that  no  leafe  of 
any  part  of  the  faid  lands,  fo  to  be  purchafed  as 
aforefaid,  {hail  ever  be  made  to,  or  in  truft  for, 
any  perfon  any  way  concerned  in  the  execution 
of  this  truft;  or  to,  or  in  truft  for  any  perfon  any 
way  related  or  allied,  either  by  confanguinity  or 
affinity,  to  any  of  the  petfons  who  fhall  at  that 
rime  be  concerned  in  the  execution  of  this  truft  : 
And  that  if  any  leafes  fhall  happen  to  be  made 
contrary  to  my  intention  above  exprefTed,   the 
Kk  3  fame. 
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fame  fhall  be  utterly  void,  and  of  no  effect.  And 
I  further  defire,  until  the  charter  herein  after 
mentioned  be  obtained,  my  executors,  or  the  fur- 
vivors  or  furvivor  of  them,  his  heirs,  executors, 
or  adminiftrators,  fhall  not  act  in  the  execution 
of  this  truft,  but  with  the  confent  and  approba- 
tion of  the  faid  feven  additional  truftees,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them,  under  their  hands  in  writ- 
ing ;  and  fhall,  with  fuch  confent  and  approba- 
tion as  aforefaid,  have  power,  from  time  to  time, 
to  make  rules,  orders,  and  regulations,  for  the 
government  and  direction  of  the  faid  hofpitaL 
And  I  make  it  my  requeft  to  my  faid  executors, 
that  they  may,  in  convenient  time,  apply  to  his 
Majefty,  for  a  charter  to  incorporate  them,  or 
fuch  of  them  as  fhall  be  then  living,  and  the  faid 
additional  truftees,  for  the  better  management 
and  conduct  of  this  charity,  with  a  power  to  pur- 
chafe  lands  ;  and  to  fupply  by  election  fuch  va- 
cancies happening  in  the  corporation  as  fhall  not 
be  fupplied  'by  fucceffion  ;  and  fuch  other  powers 
as  may  be  thought  expedient  for  the  due  execu- 
tion of  this  truft,  according  to  my  intention 
herein  before  exprefied.  And  when  fuch  char- 
ter fhall  be  obtained,  I  defire,  that  my  executors, 
or  the  furvivors  or  furvivor  of  them,  or  the 
heirs  of  fuch  furvivor,  may  convey  to  the  ufe  of 
fuch  corporation  in  fee-fimple,  for  the  purpofes 
aforefaid,  all  fuch  lands  and  tenements  as  fhall  be 
purchafed  in  manner  abcve  mentioned.  Pro- 
vided always,  and  it  is  my  will  and  intention, 

that 


that  my  executors,  until  the  faid  charter,  and 
afterwards  the  corporation  to  be  hereby  incorpo- 
rated, fhall,  out  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the  faid 
lands,  when  purchafed,  and  out  of  the  yearly 
income  of  my  faid  fortune,  devifed  to  my  exe* 
cutors  as  aforefaid,  until  fuch  purchafe  be  made, 
have  power  to  reimburfe  themfelves  for  all  fuch 
Aims  of  their  own  money  as  they  fhall  necciTarily 
expend  in  the  execution  of  this  truft ;  and  that, 
until  the  faid  charter  be  obtained,  all  acts  which 
fhall  at  any  time  be  done,  in  execution  of  this 
truft,  by  the  greater  part  of  my  executors  then 
living,  with  the  confcnt  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  faid  additional  truftees,  under  their  hands  in 
writing,  fhall  be  as  valid  and  effectual,  as  if  all 
my  executors  had  concurred  in  the  fame. 

Item,  Whereas  I  purchafed  the  inheritance  of 
the  tithes  of  the  parifh  of  Efternock  near  Trim, 
in  the  county  of  Meath,  for  two  hundred  and 
fixty  pounds  Sterling,  I  bequeath  the  faid  tithes  to 
the  vicars  of  Laracor  for  the  time  being-,  that  is  to 
fay,  fo  long  as  the  prefent  Epifcopal  religion  fhall 
continue  to  be  the  national  eftablifhed  faith  and 
profeflion  in  this  kingdom ;,  but,  whenever  any 
other  form  of  Chriftian  religion  fhall  become  the 
eftablifhed  faith  in  this  kingdom,  I  leave  the  faid 
tithes  of  Effernock  to  be  beftowed,  as  the  profits 
come  in,  to  the  poor  of  the  faid  parifti  of  Lara- 
cor,  by  a  weekly  proportion,  and  by  fuch  officers 
as  may  then  have  the  power  of  diftributing  chari- 
ties to  the  poor  of  the  faid  parifh,  while  Chri- 

ftianity, 
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ftianity,  under  any  fhape,  fhall  be  tolerated  a- 
mong  us,  ftill  excepting  profeficd  Jews,  Atbcijls, 
and  Infdcls. 

Ittm,  Whereas  I  have  fome  leafes  of  certain 
houfes  in  Kevin's-ftreet,  near  the  Deamy-houfe, 
built  upon  the  Dean's  ground,  and  one  other 
houfe  now  inhabited  by  Henry  Land  *,  in  Dean- 
ry-lane,  alias  Mitre-alley,  fome  of  which  leafes 
are  let  for  forty-one  years,  or  forty  at  leaft,  and 
not  yet  half  expired,  I  bequeath  to  Mrs  M  ait  ha 
Whheway,  my  leafe  or  leafes  of  the  faid  houfes. 
I  alfo  bequeath  to  the  faid  Martha,  my  leafe  of 
forty  years  of  Goodman's  Holding,  for  which  I 
receive  ten  pounds  per  annum ;  which  are  two 
houfes,  or  more,  lately  built.  I  bequeath  alfo  to 
the  faid  Martha,  the  fum  of  three  hundred 
pounds  Sterling,  to  be  paid  her  by  my  executors 
out  of  my  ready  money,  or  bank-bills,  immedi- 
ately after  my  death,  as  foon  as  the  executors 
meet.  I  leave,  moreover,  to  the  faid  Martha, 
my  repeating  gold  watch,  my  yellow  tertoife-fiiell 
fnuff-box,  and  her  choice  of  four  gold  rings,  out 
of  feven  which  I  now  poflefs. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  Mrs  Mary  Swift,  alias 
Harrifon,  daughter  of  the  faid  Martha,  my  plain 
gold  watch  made  by  Quare  ;  to  whom  alfo  I  give 
my  Japan  writing-defk,  beftowed  to  me  by  my 
Lady  Worfely ;  my  fquare  tortoife-fliell  fnuff-box, 
richly  lined  and  inlaid  with  gold,  given  to  me  by 
the  Right  Honourable  Henrietta  now  Countefs  of 

Oxfort1.  • 
*  Sextoa  of  St  Patrick's  cathrdr^T. 
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Oxford  ;  and  the  feal,  with  a  Pegafus,  given  to 
me  by  the  Countefs  of  Granville. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  Mr  Folliot  Whiteway, 
eldeft  fon  of  the  aforefaid  Martha,  who  is  bred 
to  be  an  attorney,  the  fum  of  fixty  pounds,  as 
alfo  five  pounds  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of 
fuch  law-books,  as  the  Honourable  Mr  Juftice 
Lindfay,  Mr  Stannard  *,  or  Mr  M'Aulay  f,  fhall 
judge  proper  for  him. 

Item^  I  bequeath  to  Mr  John  Whiteway, 
youngeft  fon  of  the  faid  Martha,  who  is  to  be 
brought  up  a  furgeon,  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  in  order  to  qualify  him  for  a  furgeon, 
but  under  the  direction  of  his  mother  ;  which 
(aid  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  is  to  be  paid  to 
Mrs  Whiteway,  in  behalf  of  her  faid  fon  John, 
out  of  the  arrears  which  fhall  be  due  to  me  from 
my  church  livings,  (except  thofe  of  the  Deanry- 
tithes,  which  are  now  let  to  the  Reverend  Dr 
Wilfon),  as  foon  as  the  faid  arrears  can  be  paid 
to  my  executors.  I  alfo  leave  the  faid  John  five 
pounds,  to  be  laid  out  in  buying  fuch  phyfical 
and  chirurgical  books,  as  Dr  Grattan,  and  Mr 
Nichols  J,  lhall  think  fit  for  him. 

Ite»it  I  bequeath  to   Mrs  Anne  Ridgeway  ||, 


*  Eaton  Stannard,  Efq;  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Dublin. 
See  confiderations — concerning  the  choice  of  a  Recorder,  in 
vol.  iv.  p.  374. 

t  Alexander  M'Aulay,  Efq;  counfellor  at  law,  and  made 
judge  of  the  confiitorial  court,  Nov.  1745. 

f  John  Nichols,  Efq;  furgeon-gcneral. 

Q  Daughter  to  Mrs  Brent,  and  who  for  many  years  had 
been  his  faithful  domeftic  friend. 
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now  in  my  family,  the  profits  of  the  leafe  of  the 
two  houfes  let  to  John  Cownly,  for  forty  years, 
of  which  only  eight  or  nine  are  expired,  for 
which  the  faid  Cownly  payeth  me  nine  pounds 
Sterling  for  rent  yearly.  I  alfo  bequeath  to  the 
faid  Anne,  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
Sterling,  to  be  paid  her  by  my  executors  in  fix 
weeks  after  my  deceafe,  out  of  whatever  money 
or  bank-bills  I  may  pofTefs  when  J  die  ;  as  alfo 
three  .gold  rings,  the  remainder  of  the  feven 
above-mentioned,  after  Mrs  Whiteway  hath  made 
her  choice  of  four  ;  and  all  my  fmall  pieces  of 
plate,  not  exceeding  in  weight  one  ounce  and 
one  third  part  of  an  ounce. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  my  deareft  friend  Alexan- 
der Pope  of  Twittenham,  Efq;  *  my  picture  in 
miniature,  drawn  by  Zinck,  of  Robert  late  Earl 
of  Oxford. 

Item,  I  leave  to  Edward,  now  Earl  of  Oxford, 
my  feal  of  Julius  Csefar  ;  as  alfo  another  feal, 
fuppofed  to  be  a  young  Hercules  ;  both  very 
choice  antiques,  and  fet  in  gold  :  Both  which  I 
chufe  to  beftow  to  the  faid  Earl,  becaufe  they 
belonged  to  her  moft  excellent  Majefty  Queen 
Anne,  of  ever  glorious,  immortal,  and  truly 
pious  memory,  the  real  nurfing-mother  of  all 
her  kingdoms. 

Item,  I  leave  to  the  Reverend  Mr  James  Stop- 
ford,  Vicar  of  Finglas,  my  picture  of  K.  Charles  I. 

drawn 

*  Mr  Pope  did  not  live  to  receive  his  legacy,  having  died 
May  30.  1744. 
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drawn  by  Vandike,  which  was  given  to  me  by 
the  faid  James  ;  as  alfo  my  large  picture  of  birds, 
which  was  given  to  me  by  Thomas  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  the  Reverend  Mr  Robert 
Grattan,  Prebendary  of  St  Audeon's,  my  gold 
foottle-fcrew,  which  he  gave  me,  and  my  ftrong 
box,  on  condition  of  his  giving  the  fole  ufe  of 
the  laid  box  to  his  brother  Doctor  James  Grat- 
tan, during  the  life  of  the  faid  Doctor,  who 
hath  more  occafion  for  it,  and  the  fecond  beft 
beaver  hat  I  fhall  die  pofleffed  of. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  Mr  John  Grattan,  Pre- 
bendary of  Clonmethan,  my  filver  box,  in  which 
the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Corke  was  prefented 
to  me  ;  in  which  I  defire  the  faid  John  to  keep 
the  tobacco  he  ufually  chewed,  called  pigtail. 

Item,  I  bequeath  all  my  horfes  and  mares  to 
the  Reverend  Mr  John  Jackfon,  Vicar  of  Santry, 
together  with  all  my  horfe-furniture  ;  lamenting 
that  I  had  not  credit  enough  with  any  chief  go- 
vernor (fince  the  change  of  times)  to  get  fome 
additional  church-preferment  for  fo  virtuous  and 
worthy  a  gentleman.  I  alfo  leave  him  my  third 
beft  beaver  hat. 

Itemy  I  bequeath  to  the  Reverend  Dr  Francis 
Wilfon,  the  works  of  Plato  in  three  folio  vo- 
lumes, the  Earl  of  Clarendon's  hiftory  in  three 
folio  volumes,  and  my  beft  Bible  ;  together  with 
thirteen  fmall  Perfian  pictures  in  the  drawing- 
room,  and  the  fmall  filver  tankard  given  to  me 

by 


ty  the  contribution  of  fome  friends,  whofe  names 
are  engraved  at  the  bottom  of  the  faid  tankard. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  the  Earl  of  Orrery  *,  the 
enamelled  iilver  plates  to  diftinguifh  bottles  of 
wine  by,  given  to  me  by  his  excellent  Lady,  and 
the  half-length  picture  of  the  late  Countefs  of 
Orkney  in  the  drawing-room. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  Alexander  M'Aulay,  Efq; 
the  gold  box  in  which  the  freedom  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  was  prefented  to  me,  as  a  teftimony  of 
the  efteem  and  love  I  have  for  him,  on  account 
of  his  great  learning,  fine  natural  parts,  unaffec- 
ted piety,  and  benevolence,  and  his  truly  hon- 
ourable zeal  in  defence  of  the  legal  rights  of  the 
clergy,  in  oppofition  to  all  their  unprovoked  op- 
preflbrs. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  Deane  Swift,  Efq;  f  my 
large  filver  ftandifh,  confifting  of  a  large  filver 
plate,  an  ink-pot,  a  fand  box,  and  bell  of  the 
fame  metal. 

Itemt  I  bequeath  to  Mrs  Mary  Barber,  the 
medal  of  Queen  Anne  and  Prince  George,  which 
ihe  formerly  gave  me. 

Itemt  I  leave  to  the  Reverend  Mr  John  Wor- 
ral  J,  my  beft  beaver  hat. 

i  Item, 

*  Author  of  the  Remarks  on  tie  life  and  writings  of  Di>  Stvift, 
publifhed  in  I7JZ. 

f  Author  of  the  Effay  en  the  fife,  "writings,  and  ckarafler  of 
Dr  S-wift,  publifhed  in  1755. 

\  Vicar  to  the  Dean  of  Chrift-church,  and  matter  of  both 
ciioiis.  He  \v*s  a  foundling ;  for  which  rcafon  Swift  ufed  to 

call 
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~Itemt  I  bequeath  to  the  P^everend  Dr  Patrick 
Delany  *,  my  medal  of  Queen  Anne  in  filver,  and 
on  the  reverfe  the  Bifhops  of  England  kneeling 
before  her  Moft  Sacred  Majefty. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  the  Reverend  Mr  James 
King,  Prebendary  of  Tipper,  my  large  gilded 
medal  of  King  Charles  I.  and  on  the  reverfe  a 
crown  of  martyrdom,  with  other  devices.  My 
will  nevertheless  is,  that,  if  any  of  the  above- 
VoL.XI.  LI  named 

call  him  Meldlfcdek.  Though  he  was  not  a  man  of  an  improv- 
ed undcrftanding,  nor  a  man  of  humour,  yet  he  was  a  good 
walker,  ever  in  the  way,  and  always  at  the  command  of  Dr 
Swift.  His  wife,  a  neat,  clean  looking  woman  in  her  drefs,  un- 
dcrftood  the  bnfmefs  of  marketing  perfectly  well  ;  had  ftudied 
what  the  Dean  liked,  and  if  the  markets  afforded  any  thing 
nice,  when  the  Dean's  ftomach,  as  years  came  on,  began  to  be 
in  fomemeafure  weak  and  capricious,  flie  constantly  bought  it 
for  him,  and  fent  it  home  to  the  deanry.  From  a  principle  of 
wifdom,  taking  the  world  as  he  found  it,  no  man  ever  rtudied 
more  than  Swift  did,  to  reduce  every  man's  talents  to  his  own 
particular  gratification.  He  could  fcaft  upon  the  delicacies  of 
wit  and  learning,  when  they  happened  to  fall  in  his  way  ;  and 
at  other  times  be  content  with  plain  common  entertainment. 
He  ceukl  laugh,  and  drink  a  bottle  with  Sheridan  over  night; 
and  the  next  morning  walk  into  the  fields,  and  prattle  to  Wor- 
m!.  Perhaps  there  never  was  a  man  equally  defirous  with  Dr 
Swift,  to  have  a  companion  always  at  his  beck,  of  fome  fort  or 
other ;  and,  without  difjmte,  throughout  all  Dublin  he  could 
not  have  fixed  upon  another  (o  exactly  calculated  to  receive 
his  commands,  and  efpecially  to  attend  him  in  his  morning  ex- 
ercife,  as  Mr  VVorral.  He  died  fome  time  after  the  Dean, 
worth  a  good  deal  of  money  ;  500!.  of  which  his  executors  ap- 
propriated to  the  Doctor's  hofpital,  and  jcol.  each  to  the  other 
hofpitals.  Swift. 

*  The  fame  to  whom  the  Dean  addrefles  ftveral  copies  of  ver- 
fes  in  vol.  Tiii.  and  of  whom  he  gives  an  excellent  character. 
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named  legatees  fhould  die  before  ms,  that  then, 
and  in  that  cafe,  the  refpedlive  legacies  to  them 
bequeathed^  fhall  revert  to  myfelf,  and  become 
again  fubjeft  to  ray  difpofal. 

Item,  Whereas  I  have  the  leafe  of  a  £eld  in 
truft  for  me,  commonly  called  the  Vineyard,  let 
to  the  Reverend  Dr  Francis  Corbet,  and  the 
truft  declared  by  the  faid  Doctor  ;  the  faid  field, 
with  fome  land  on  this  fide  of  the  road,  making 
in  all  about  three  acres,  for  which  I  pay  yearly 
to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St  Patrick's  %*. 

Whereas  I  have  built  a  ftrong  wall  round  the 
faid  piece  of  ground,  eight  or  nine  feet  high, 
faced  to  the  fouth.  afpeft  with  brick,  which  coft 
in-3  above  fix  hundred  pounds  Sterling  ;  and 
likewiie  another  piece  of  ground,  as  aforefaid,  of 
half  an  acre,  adjoining  to  the  burial-place,  called 
the  Cabbage-garden,  now  tenanted  by  William 
White  gardener;  my  will  is,  that  the  ground 
inclofed  by  the  great  wall  may  be  fold  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  leafe,  at  the  higheft  price  my  ex- 
cutors-  can  get  for  it,  in  belief  and  hopes,  that 
the  faid  price  will  exceed  three  hundred  pounds 
at  the  loweft  value.  For  which  my  fucceflbr  in 
the  deanry  (hall  have  the  firft  refufal ;  and  it  is 
my  earneft  defire,  that  the  fucceeding  deans  and 
chapters  may  preferve  the  faid  vineyard,  and  piece 
of  land  adjoining,  where  the  faid  White  now 
liveth,  fo  as  to  be  always  in  the  hands  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding deans,  during  their  office,  by  each  dean 
IsScning  one-fourth  of  the  purchafe-money  to 

each 
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each  iucceeding  dean,  and  for  no  more  than  the 
prefent  rent. 

And  I  appoint  the  Honourable  Robert  Lind- 
fay  *,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas ;  Henry  Singleton,  Efq;  Prime  Serjeant  to 
his  Majefty  5  the  Reverend  Dr  Patrick  Delany, 
Chancellor  of  St  Patrick's  ;  the  Reverend  Dr 
Francis  Wilfon,  Prebendary  of  Kilmacktolway ; 
Eaton  Stannard,  Efq;  Recorder  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  ;  the  Reverend  Mr  Robert  G rattan,  Pre- 
bendary of  St  Audeon's ;  the  Reverend  Mr  John 
Grattan,  Prebendary  of  Clonmethan  ;  the  Re- 
verend Mr  James  Stop'ford,  Vicar  of  Finglas  j 
the  Reverend  Mr  James  King,  Prebendary  of 
Tipper ;  and  Alexander  M'Aulay,  Efq;  my  exe- 
cutors. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  fet  my 
hand  and  feal,  and  publifhed  and  declared  this 
as  my  laft  will  and  teftament,  this  third  day  of 
May,  1740. 

JONATHAN    SWIFT. 

Signed,  fealed)  and  publijhed  by  the  above- 
named  Jonathan  Sivift,  in  the  pnfince 
of  us,  ivho  have  fubfcribed  our  names  in 
his  prefence. 

Jo.  WYNNE. 

Jo.  ROCHFORT. 

WILLIAM  DUNKIN. 

*  Sec  t  poem  wrote  by  this  gentleman  intituled,  A  'duhg-i; 
ffttfttn  a  Lawyer  and  Dr  Swift,  in  vol.  ix.  p.  184. 
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Two  LETTERS  to  the  Earl  of  ORRERY,, 
defcribing  the  melancholy  fituation  of 
Dr  SWIFT'S  health  and  under  (landing. 

I.  Mrs  MARTHA  WHITEWAY'S   *  LETTER- 

MY  LORD,  DnUint  Nov.  22.  1742. 

THE  eaiy  manner  in  which  you  reproach  me 
for  not  acquainting  you  with  the  poor 
Dean's  fituation,  lays  a  frefh  obligation  upon  me ; 
yet  mean  as  an  excufe  is  for  a  fault,  I  (hall  at- 
tempt one  to  your  Lordfhip ;  and  only  for  this 
reafon,  that  you  may  not  think  me  capable  of 
neglecting  any  thing  you  could  command  me.  I 
told  you  in  my  laft  letter,  the  Dean's  underftand- 
ing  was  quite  gone,  and  I  feared  the  farther  par- 
ticulars would  only  fhock  the  tendernefs  of  your 
nature,  and  the  melancholy  fcene  make  your 
heart  ach,  as  it  has  often  done  mine.  I  was  the 
laft  perfon  whom  he  knew  j  and  when  that  part 
of  his  memory  failed,  he  was  fo  outrageous  at 
feeing  any  body,  that  I  was  forced  to  leave  him, 
nor  could  he  reft  for  a  night  or  two  after  fee- 
ing any  perfon  :  So  that  all  the  attendance  which 
I  could  pay  him  was,  calling  twice  a-week  to  en- 
quire 

*  The  Lady  mentioned  in  federal  of  Swift's  letters,  and  in  bis 
will,  in  p.  391.  of  this  volume. 


quire  after  his  health,  and  to  obferve  that  proper 
care  was  taken  of  him,  and  durft  only  look  at 
him  while  his  back  was  towards  me,  fearing  to 
difcompofe  him.  He  walked  ten  hours  a-day, 
would  not  eat  or  drink  if  his  fervant  ftaid  in 
the  room.  His  meat  was  fer'Ved  up  ready  cut, 
and  fometimes  it  would  lie  an  hour  on  the  table 
before  he  would  touch  it,  and  then  eat  it  walk- 
ing. About  fix  weeks  ago,  in  one  night's  time, 
his  left  eye  fwelled  as  large  as  an  egg,  and  the 
lid,  Mr  Nichols  (his  furgeon)  thought  would 
mortify,  and  many  large  boils  appeared  upon  his 
arms  and  body.  The  torture  he  was  in,  is  not 
to  be  defcribed.  Five  perfons  could  fcarce  hold 
him  for  a  week,  from  tearing  out  his  own  eyes  j 
and,  for  near  a  month,  he  did  not  fleep  two 
hours  in  twenty-four  :  Yet  a  moderate  appetite 
continued  ;  and  what  is  more  to  be  wondered  at, 
the  laft  day  of  his  illnefs,  he  knew  me  perfectly 
well,  took  me  by  the  hand,  called  me  by  my 
name,  and  fhewed  the  fame  pleafure  as  ufuai  in 
ieeing  me.  1  afked  him  if  he  would  give  me  a. 
dinner  ?  He  faid,  to  be  fure,  my  old  friend. 
Thus  he  continued  that  day,  and  knew  the  doc- 
tor and  furgeon,  and  ail  his  family  Ib  well,  that 
Mr  Nichols  thought  it  portable  he  might  return 
to  a  ihare  of  underftanding,  fo  as  to  be  able  tq 
call  for  what  he  wanted,  and  to  bear  fomc  of 
his  old  friends  to  araufe  him.  But,  alas  !  this 
pleafure  to  me  was  but  of  fhort  duration  ;  for 
the  next  day  or  two  it  was  all  over,  and  proved 
L  1  3  to 
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to  be  only  pain  that  had  roufed  him.  He  is  now 
free  from  torture  i  his  eye  almoft  well  j  very 
quiet,  and  begins  to  fleep  i  but  cannot,  without 
great  difficulty,  be  prevailed  on  to  walk  a  turn 
about  his  room :  And  yet,  in  this  way,  the  phy- 
ficians  think  he  may  hoki  out  for  feme  time. 
I  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lord/hip* s  moft  obedient  t 

tumble  fervant, 

M.  WHITEWAY. 

What  a  fhocking,  what  a  melancholy  account 
is  this  !  Of  how  fmall  eftimation  muft  the  great- 
eft  genius  appear  in  the  fight  of  God  ! 


II.   Mr  DEANE  SWIFT'S  *  LETTER. 

MY  LORD,  Dublin,  April  4.  1744, 

AS  to  the  ftory  of  0  poor  old  man  .'  I  enquir- 
ed into  it.  The  Dean  did  fay  fomething 
upon  his  feeing  himfelf  in  the  glafs ;  but  nei- 
ther Mrs  Ridgeway,  nor  the  lower  fervants, 
could  tell  me  what  it  was  he  faid.  I  defired 
them  to  recollect  it,  by  the  time  when  I  Ihoultl 
pome  again  to  the  deanry.  I  have  been  there 

fince, 

*  Author  of  the  E/ay  on  tl>e  life,  cbarafttr,  &c.  of  Dr  Swifi. 


fince,  they  cannot  recoiled  it.  A  thoufand  fh>~ 
ries  have  been  invented  of  him  within  thefe 
two  years,  and  impofed  upon  the  world.  I 
thought  this  might  have  been  one  of  them: 
And  yet  I  am  now  inclined  to  think  there  may 
be  fome  truth  in  it :  For  on  Sunday  the  i 7th  of 
March,  as  he  fat  in  his  chair,  upon  the  houfe- 
keeper's  moving  a  knife  from  him  as  he  was 
going  to  catch  at  it,  he  fhrugged  his  fhoulders, 
and  rocking  himfelf,  faid,  /  am  •what  I  am,  I 
am  -what  I  am  :  And  about  fix  minutes  after- 
wards, repeated  the  fame  words  two  or  three- 
times  over- 

His  fervant  {haves  his  cheeks,  and  all  his  face 
as  low  as  the  tip  of  his  chin,  once  a-week  :  But 
tinder  the  chin,  and  about  the  throat,  when  the 
hair  grows  long,  it  is  cut  with  fciflars. 

Sometimes  he  will  not  utter  a  fyllable  ;  at 
other  times  he  will  fpeak  incoherent  words  ;  but 
he  never  yet,  as  far  as  I  could  hear,  talked  non- 
fenfe,  or  faid  a  foolifh  thing. 

About  four  months  ago  he  gave  me  great 
trouble  :  He  feemed  to  have  a-mind  to  talk  to  me. 
In  order  to  try  what  he  would  fay,  I  told  him, 
I  came  to  dine  with  him  ;  and  immediately  his 
houfekeeper  Mrs  Pvidgeway,  faid,  "  Won't  you 
give  Mr  Swift  a  glafs  of  wine,  Sir  ?"  He  fhrug- 
ged his  fhoulders,  juft  as  he  ufed  to  do  when  he 
had  a-mind  that  a  friend  fhould  fpend  the  even- 
ing  with  him.  Shrugging  his  fhoulders,  your 
Lordfhip  may  remember,  was  as  much  as  to  fay, 

«  You'll 


ci  You'll  ruin  me  in  wine."  I  own  I  was  fcarce 
able  to  bear  the  fight.  Soon  after,  he  again  en- 
deavoured, with  a  good  deal  of  pain,  to  find 
words  to  fpeak  to  me :  At  laft  not  being  able, 
after  many  efforts,  he  gave  a  heavy  figh,  and,  I 
think,  was  afterwards  filent.  This  pats  me  in 
mind  of  what  he  faid  about  five  days  ago.  He 
endeavoured  feveral  times  to  fpeak  to  his  fervant, 
(now  and  then  calls  him  by  his  name)  ;  at  laft, 
not  finding  words  to  exprefs  what  he  would  be 
at,  after  fome  uneafinefs,  he  faid,  "  I  am  a 
fool."  Not  long  ago,  the  fervant  took  up  his 
watch  that  lay  upon  the  table  to  fee  what  o'clock 
it  was  ;  he  faid,  "  bring  it  here  •"  and  when  it 
was  brought,  he  looked  very  attentively  at  it. 
Some  time  ago,  the  fervant  was  breaking  a  large 
ftubborn  coal  ;  he  faid,  '*  That's  a  ftone,  you 
blockhead." 

In  a  few  days,  or  fome  very  fhort  time  after 
guardians  had  been  appointed  for  him,  I  went 
into  his  dining-room,  where  he  was  walking  j 
I  faid  fomething  to  him  very  infignificant,  I  know 
not  what  j  but,  inftead  of  making  any  kind  of 
anfwer  to  it,  he  faid,  "  Go,  go,"  pointing  with 
liis  hand  to  the  door  ;  and  immediately  after- 
wards, raifing  his  hand  to  his  head,  he  faid, 
Cl  My  beft  underftanding  j"  and  fo  broke  off 
abruptly,  and  walked  away.  I  am,  my  Lord, 
Tour  Lord/lip's  niaft  obedient, 

and  mijl  humble  fervant  y 

DEANE  SWIFT. 
An 


An  Account  of  the  fituation  of  Dr  SWIFT'S; 
health  and  mind,  from  1739  to  his 
death,  at  the  latter  end  of  October 
1745  ;  with  a  DISSERTATION  on 
LUNACY  and  IDIOTISM:. 

By  the  EARL  of  ORRERY. 

TH  E  total  deprivation  of  Dr  Swift's  fenfes 
came  upon  him  by  degrees.  In  the  year 
1736,  I  remember  him  feized  with  a  violent  fit 
of  giddinefs.  He  was  at  that  time  writing  a  fa- 
tirical  poem,  called  The  legion-club ;  but  he  found 
the  effects  of  his  giddinefc  fo  dreadful,  that  he 
kft  the  poem  unfinifhed ;  and  never  afterwards 
attempted,a  competition  of  any  length,  either  in 
Terfe  or  profe.  However,  his  converfation  ftill 
remained  the  fame,  lively  and  fevere  j.  but  his 
memory  gradually  grew  worfe  and  worfe  ;  and 
as  that  decreafed,  and  was  impaired,  he  appeared 
every  day  more  fretful  and  impatient.  From 
the  year  1739  to  tne  latter  end  of  1741,  his 
friends  found  his  paflions  fo  violent  and  un- 
governable, his  memory  fo  decayed,  and  his  rea- 
fon  fo  depraved,  that  they  took  the  utmoft  pre- 
cautions to  keep  all  ftrangers  from  approaching 
him  i  for,  till  then,  he  had  not  appeared  totally 
incapable  of  converfation  :  But,  early  in  the  year 


1742,  the  fmall  remains  of  his  underftanding  be- 
came entirely  confufed,  and  the  violence  of  his 
rage  increafed  abfolutely  to  a  degree  of  madnefs.. 
In  this  miferable  ftate  he  feemed  to  be  appointed 
as  the  firfl  proper  inhabitant  for  his  own  hofpi- 
tal :  Efpecially,  as  from  an  outrageous  lunatic,  he 
funk  afterwards  into  a  quiet,  fpeechkfs  idiot  ; 
and  dragged  out  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  that 
helplefs  fituadon.  He  died  towards  the  latter 
end  of  October  1 745.  The  manner  of  his  death 
was  eafy,  without  the  leaft  pang  or  convulfion, 
Even  the  rattling  in  his  throat  was  icarce  fuffi- 
cient  to  give  any  alarm  to  his  attendants,  till 
within  fome  very  little  time  before  he  expired* 
A  man  in  full  pofleffion  of  his  reafon  would  have 
.  wifhed  for  fuch  a  kind  of  diflblution  ;  but  Swift 
tras  totally  infenflble  of  happinefs  or  pain.  He 
had  not  even  the  power  or  exprefiion  of  a  child  j 
appearing,  for  fome  years  before  his  death,  re- 
ferved  only  as  an  example  to  mortify  human 
pride  ;  and  to  reverfe  that  fine  defcription  of  hu- 
man nature,  which  is  given  us  by  Shakefpear  in 
an  inimitable  manner  :  "  What  a  piece  of  work 
"  is  man  !  how  noble  in  reafon  !  how  infinite  in 
"  faculty  !  in  form  and  moving,  how  exprefs 
"  and  admirable !  in  aftion,  how  like  an  angel ! 
"  in  apprehenfion,  how  like  a  God  !  the  beauty 
"  of  the  world,  the  paragon  of  animals."  Thus 
poets  paint ;  but  how  vain  and  perifhable  is  the 
picture  ?  The  fmalleft  thunderbolt  from  heaven 
blafts  it  in  a  moment,  and  every  tinct  is  fo  effec- 

tuallf 
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tiuiily  obliterated,  that  fcarce  the  outlines  of  th* 
figure  remain. 

Swift  certainly  forefaw  his  fate.  His  frequent 
attacks  of  giddinefs,  and  his  manifeft  defect  of 
memory,  gave  room  for  fuch  apprehenfions.  I 
have  often  heard  him  lament  the  ftate  of  child- 
hood and  idiotifm,  to  which  fome  of  the  greateft 
men  of  this  nation  were  reduced  before  their 
death.  He  mentioned,  as  examples  within  his 
own  time,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  Lord 
Somers  :  And  when  he  cited  thefe  melancholy 
inftances,  it  was  always  with  a  heavy  figh,  and 
with  geftures  that  fhewed  great  uneaflnefs,  as  if 
he  felt  an  impulfe  of  what  was  to  happen  to  him 
before  he  died. 

Unlefs  I  am  mifinformed,  he  died  worth  about 
twelve  thoufand  pounds,  inclufive  of  the  fpccifk 
legacies  mentioned  in  his  will,  and  which  may  be 
computed  at  the  fum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds ; 
fo  that  the  remainder,  near  eleven  thoufand 
pounds,  is  entirely  applicable  to  the  hofpital  for 
idiots  and  lunatics  :  A  charitable  foundation,  par- 
ticularly beneficial  in  thefe  kingdoms,  where  the 
epidemic  diftemper  of  lunacy  is  fo  prevalent,  that 
it  will  conftantly  furnilh  the  largeft  building  with 
a  fufficient  number  of  inhabitants. 

Lunacy  may  in  general  be  confidered,  as  ari£- 
ing  from  a  depraved  imagination,  and  muft 
therefore  be  originally  owing  to  a  fau't  in  the 
body,  or  the  mind.  We  fee  inftances  every  day, 
where,  in  fevers,  all  the  powers  of  fcni 
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Ton  are  utterly  overturned  by  a  raging  madnefs. 
This  frenzy  conquers,  or  is  conquered  foon  : 
But,  from  more  flow  and  chronical  caufes,  fuch 
obftruftions  may  be  formed,  as  gradually  to  pro- 
duce various  degrees  of  this  diforder,  and  to 
remain  invincible  to  the  very  laft  moments  of 
life.  Nothing  more  ftrongly  difpofes  the  mind 
to  this  depraved  ftate,  than  too  fixed  an  attention 
to  any  particular  object.  Mr  Locke,  if  my  me- 
mory does  not  deceive  me,  defines  madnefs  as 
arifing  from  fome  particular  idea,  or  fet  of  ideas, 
that  make  fo  ftrong  an  impreflion  upon  the  mind 
as  to  banifh  all  others  ;  and  the  perfons  affected 
are  chearful  or  melancholy,  well  tempered  or 
fierce,  according  as  the  objects  and  ideas  of  their 
minds  are  different.  From  hence  it  is  evident, 
that  we  ought  to  confider  the  ftrength  of  the 
mind,  even  in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge,  and 
often  to  vary  our  ideas  by  exercife  and  amufe- 
ments  j  conftantly  fixing  a  ftrict  guard  againft 
any  paffion  that  may  be  prevalent  in  too  high  a 
degree,  or  may  acquire  an  habitual  ftrength  and 
dominion  over  us.  Paffions  are  the  gales  of  life ; 
and  it  is  our  part  to  take  care  that  they  do  not 
arife  into  a  tempeft. 

Love  with  all  its  charms,  muft  be  reftrained 
within  proper  bounds,  otherwife  it  will  torture 
that  breaft  which  it  was  formed  to  delight.  Love 
contains  within  itfelf  a  variety  of  other  paflions, 
and  lays  fuch  a  foundation  of  madnefs  in  the 
mind,  that  the  frenzy,  in  this  particular  cafe, 
j  never 


never  fails  to  appear  in  its  full. force,  and  to  dif- 
play  itfelf  in  all  its  ftrength  of  horror. 

Religion,  which  can  only  make  the  mind 
happy,  and  is  our  fureft  and  beft  defence  againft 
the  paffions,  if  confidered  in  a  wrong  and  me- 
lancholy view,  has  often  perverted  the  feat  of 
reafon,  and  given  more  inhabitants  to  Bedlam 
than  any  other  caufe.  A  religious  lunatic  is 
miferable,  even  to  the  deepeft  tortures  of  defpair. 

The  mifer,  whom  I  muft  always  rank  among 
madmen,  heaps  up  gold,  with  an  anxiety  that 
affects  his  looks,  his  appetite,  and  his  fleep.  The 
wretch  dreads  poverty  in  the  centre  of  plenty  ; 
and  ftarves,  only  becaufe  he  dares  not  tafte  thofe 
fruits  which  appear  moft  agreeable  to  his  defires. 

In  fome  other  fpecies  of  madnefs,  the  perfons 
affected  are  really  more  happy  than  in  their 
fenfes,  and  it  is  almoft  a  crime  to  banifh  the  a- 
greeable  delufion.  You  remember  the  cafe  of 
the  citizen  of  Argos,  who,  after  a  falutiferous 
dofe  of  hellebore,  cried  out, 

Pol  me  occidiftiS)  amid, 
Non  fervaft'u  (alt)  cuijic  ex  tort  a  voluptas, 
£t  dcrtiptus  per  vim  mentis  grattfflmus  error* 

Such  again  would  be  the  cafe  of  the  beau  of 
Bedlam,  who,  amidft  darknefs  and  confinement, 
ftill  retains  his  pride  and  ftlf-admiration  ;  drefies 
himfelf  up  in  ftraw,  inftead  of  embroidery  ;  and 
when  fuffered  to  go  to  the  window,  imagines 
VOL.  XI.  M  m  that 
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that  he  captivates  every  female,  who  chances  to 
pafs  through  Moor-fields.  Is  not  fuch  a  man 
happier  in  his  macinefs,  than  in  his  fenfcs  ? 

To  fpecify  the  many  different  clafies  of  mad- 
men, would  be  endlefs.  They  are  innumerable  : 
So  that  it  is  almoft  a  rare  felicity  to  enjoy  metis 
fana  in  corpore  fano.  Some  men  have  owed  their 
reputation  and  fuccefs  in  the  world,  to  a  tincture 
of  madnefs  ;  while  others,  merely  from  a  fuperior 
underftanding,  have  been  ranked  among  lunatics. 
Of  the  latter  fort  Hippocrates  (whom  I  wifh  you 
to  look  upon  as  a  claffic  author,  as  well  as  a 
phyfician)  gives  a  remarkable  inftance  in  one  of 
his  letters.  He  fays,  he  was  fent  for  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Abdera,  to  cure  Democritus  of  madnefs  ; 
but,  to  his  furprife,  he  found  him  the  wifeft  man 
of  the  age,  and,  by  his  laughing  manner  of  talk- 
ing and  reafoning,  he  almoft  convinced  Hippo- 
crates, that  all  the>reft  of  the  world,  except  De- 
mocritus, were  mad.  It  is  not  improbable,  that 
madnefs  has  been  coaeval  with  mankind.  There 
have  certainly  been  many  linftances  of  it  among 
the  Greeks  and  Romans.  Among  the  Jews,  the 
enthufiaftic  fury  of  Saul,  is  equally  remarkable 
with  the  ecftatic  rage  of  Nebuchadnezzar.  Nor 
have  any  parts  of  the  world,  I  believe,  entirely 
efcaped  this  raging  evil.  It  was  frequently  mif- 
taken  for  infpiration  ;  and  the  prophetic  Sybils 
were  obliged  to  put  on  the  airs  and  looks  of 
madnefs,  to  obtain  an  implicit  belief  to  their 
prophecies.  From  thefe  facerdotal  impositions, 

mad 
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mad  people  reaped  fome  remarkable  advantages. 
They  were  often  looked  upon  as  meflengers  fent 
by  heaven,  to  declare  the  will  of  the  gods,  and 
the  prophetical  decrees  of  fate  ;  they  were  re- 
vered as  perfons  facred  and  divine;  and,  inftead 
of  fcourgts, -they  received  tokens  of  adoration. 
In  how  great  a  degree  muft  the  fubtilty  of  priefts 
have  prevailed,  when  they  could  make  one  of  the 
greateft  curfes  that  attends  human  life,  appear  one 
of  the  greateft  bleffings  ? 

Lunatics  are  fo  called,  from  the  influence  which 
the  moon  has  over  bodies,  when  its  attractive 
power  is  greateft  ;  by  which  means,  the  prefTure 
of  the  atmofphere  being  lefiened,  the  humours- 
of  the  body  are  more  rarefied,  and  produce  a 
greater  plenitude  in  the  veflels  of  the  brain.  This 
has  been  illuftrated  by  our  good  and  learned 
friend  Dr  Mead,  in  his  treatife  De  imperia  lun& 
et  foils  :  And  I  have  particularly  obferved,  that, 
in  the  laft  book  which  he  publifhed,  intituled, 
Monita  et  prtecepta  medica,  he  takes  notice,  in  his 
chapter  de  infanta,  "  That  the  blood  of  fuch  per- 
"  fons,  who  have  been  moft  liable  to  this  malady, 
"  was  thick  and  fizy  ;  and,  upon  difle&ion,  their 
"  brain  always  appeared  dry,  and  their  veflels 
"  filled  with  black  fluggifh  blood"  :  From  whence 
perhaps  we  may,  in  fome  meafure,  account  for 
the  principal  fource  of  Swift's  lunacy  ;  his  coun- 
tenance being  dark,  bilious,  and  gloomy,  and 
his  eyes  fometimes  fixed  and  immovable  for  a 
long  time.  Horace,  I  remember,  attributes  the 
M  m  2  madnefs 
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madnefs  of  Oreftes  to  a  phyfical  caufe,  where  he 
fays, 


••oocando 


Hanc  furiamy  huttf  aliud,  jitffit  quod  fplendida.  litis. 

So  that  difeafes,  formed  originally  in  the  mind, 
often  bring  on  this  diforder,  and  by  degrees  af- 
fect the  body  j.  efpecially  in  fuch  conftitutions  as 
have  any  tendency  to  this  diftemper.  But  what 
can  be  the  reafon  that  it  is  fo  remarkably  epide- 
mical in  thefe  kingdoms  ?  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  muft  be  owing  to  the  groffnefs  of 
our  food,  and  to  our  immoderate  ufe  of  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors  ;  the  one  frequently  caufing  the  deep- 
eft  melancholy,  the  other  the  moft  unlimited 
rage.  Our  climate  is  fo  variable  and  uncertain, 
and  our  atmofphere  is  fo  perpetually  filled  with 
clouds  and  fulphureous  vapours,  that  thefe  caufes 
muft  necefTarily  have  a  great  effect  upon  the  na- 
tural impatience  and  inconftancy  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. We  are  apt  to  revel  in  a  free  indulgence 
of  our  paffions  ^  and  they  are  as  apt  to  agitate 
and  enervate  the  fibres  of  the  brain,  and  to  im- 
print by  degrees  many  fatal  impreffions,  that  can 
never  be  eradicated  from  the  mind.  Even  the 
greateft  bleffing  we  enjoy,  the  freedom  of  our 
laws,  may,  I  am  afraid,  in  fome  meafure,  con- 
tribute to  thofe  rafh  actions,  that  often  end  in 
dreadful  murders  of  the  worft  kind,  parricide, 
and  fuicide.  Men  muft  be  reckoned  in  the  high- 
eft 


eft  clafs  of  lunatics,  who  are  capable  of  offend- 
ing the  great  Author  of  nature,  by  depriving 
themfelves  of  that  life  which  he  only  has  a  right 
of  taking  away,  becaufe  he  only  had  the  power 
of  giving  it.  No  perfon  in  his  fenfes  can  volun- 
tarily prefer  death  to  life.  Our  defires  of  exift- 
ence  are  ftrong  and  prevalent  :  They  are  born 
with  us ;  and  our  ideas  of  a  future  ftate  are  not 
fvifficiently  clear,  to  make  us  fond  of  hurrying 
into  eternity,  efpecially  as  eternity  itfelf  muft 
ever  remain  incomprehenfible  to  finite  beings. 
Human  nature  has  an  abhorrence,  and  a  terror 
of  its  own  difiblution.  The  philofopher  fubmirs 
to  death,  becaufe  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  neceffary 
event  ;  in  the  mean  time,  he  ufes  every  method 
of  prudence,  and  every  art  of  caution,  to  leng- 
then our  life  as  far  as  he  poflibly  can  extend  it, 
and  to  prevent  the  leaft  accident  that  may  bring 
on  death  one  hour  fooner  than  the  laws  of  the 
human  ftrudrure  require.  The  military  hero 
meets  the  king  of  terrors  more  from  the  dictates 
of  reafon,  than  the  impulfes  of  nature.  His 
fame,  his  fortune,  every  object  that  can  be 
dear  to  him,  depend  upon  his  refolution  to  die. 
He  expofes  himfelf  to  the  danger  of  being  de- 
ftroyed,  becaufe  an  effort  of  fecuring  his  life, 
muft  be  attended  with  contempt  and  infamy. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  who  would  wantonly 
chufe  death,  unlefs  he  were  agitated  to  fuch  a 
choice  by  the  fumes  and  vapours  of  a  diftemper- 
ed  brain  ? 
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The  fubjects,  where  arbitrary  power  is  efta- 
blifhed,  live  in  a  continual  ftate  of  di-ead  and  ap- 
prehenfion,  and  all  their  other  paffions  are  fub- 
dued  by  fear  ;  fo  that  fewer  inftances  of  fuicide 
have  appeared  in  defpotic  governments,  than  in 
kingdoms,  where  liberty  is  more  prevalent,  and 
where  the  paffians  are  lefs  reftrained. 

The  diet,,  the  air,  and  the  political  conftitution 
ef  a  country,  give  the  peculiar  and  diftinguifh- 
ing  character  of  the  people  ;  and  as  the  charac- 
teriftics  change,  the  inhabitants  undergo  the  fame 
metamorphofes.  How  different  are  the  modern 
Italians  from  the  ancient  Romans  ?  If  Brutus 
were  now  living,  he  would  probably  acquiefee  in 
the  depending  ftate  of  a  cardinal,  and  the  Papal 
crown. would  be  unanimoufly  prefented  to  Csefar. 

The  melancholy  cafe  of  Dr  Swift,  has,  I  find, 
feduced  me  into,  a  long  digreffion.  When  I  am 
writing  to  you,  I  give  a  full  fcope  to  my  thoughts, 
and  wander,  licentiously  out  of  my  fphere.  I 
aim  at  placing  all  obfervations  in  your  way,  which 
I  think  can  be  of  any  ufe  in.  your  future  road 
of  life.  But  why  talk  to  you  on  the  melancho- 
ly eflfec'b  of  madnefs  ?  only  to  obferve  in  gene- 
ral, that  temperance,  exercife,  philofophy,  and 
true  religion,  are  the  fureft  means  to  make  men 
happy,  and  to  preferve  them  from  a  contagious 
malady,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  king- 
doms are  unfortunately  liable.. 

A  ftate  of  idiotifm  is  lefs  deplorable,  not  lefs 
Shocking  than  that  of  madnefs.  Idiots  are  af- 
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flidled  with  no  turbulent  paffions.  They  are  in- 
nocent and  harmlefs,  and  often  excite  pity,  but 
never  occafion  fear.  The  proverb  tells  us,  They 
are  the  favourites  of  Fortune.  But  I  fuppofe  it 
alludes  only  to  thofe  fools  iuho  can  number  tiventy 
rightly ',  and  can  tell  the  days  of  the  iveek- :  And 
alas  !  thofe  are  no  idiots  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 
The  abfolute  naturals  owe  their  wretchednefs  to 
a  wrong  formation  in  their  brain,  or  to  accidents 
in  their  birth,  or  the  dregs  of  fevers,  and  other 
violent  diftempers.  The  laft  was  the  cafe  of  the 
Dean  of  St  Patrick's,  according  to  the  account 
fent  me  by  his  two  relations,  Mrs  Whiteway  and 
Mr  Swift ;  neither  of  whom,  I  think,  make  the 
kaft  mention  of  a  deafnefs  that  from  time  to 
time  attacked  the  Dean,  and  rendered  him  ex- 
tremely miferable.  You  will  find  him  complain- 
ing of  this  misfortune  in  feveral  parts  of  his 
writings  ;  efpecially  in  his  letters  to  Dr  Sheridan. 
Poffibly  fome  internal  preflure  upon  his  brain 
might  firfl  have  affected  the  auditory  nerves,  and 
then,  by  degrees,  might  have  increafed,  fo  as  eu- 
tirely  to  flop  up  that  fountain  of  ideas,  which 
had  before  fpread  itfelf  in  the  moft  diffufive  and 
furprifing  manner. 

Having  juft  now  hinted  to  you  the  advantages 
that  have  accrued"  to  madmen,  I  ought  not  to 
omit  the  honours  that  have  been  paid  to  fools. 
In  former  ages,  the  courts  of  France  and  Eng- 
land were  not  thought  completely  embelliflied 
without  a  favourite  idiot,  who  bore  the  title  of 
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the  King's  jefter,  and  who  was  as  remarkably 
diftinguifhed  by  a  cap  and  bells,  as  his  royal  ma- 
fter  was  diftinguifhed  by  a  diadem  and  robes. 
This  animal,  like  Junius  Brutus,  frequently  af- 
fumed  the  face  and  behaviour  of  folly,  to  anfwer 
hisown  particular  views  and  advantages.  His  blunt- 
nefs  and  Simplicity  recommended  him  in  thofe 
places,  where  truths,  if  fpoken  by  a  man- of  fenfe, 
were  difagreeable  and  dangerous.  If  he  had  not 
the  honour,  like  Brutus,  to  fave  his  country,  at 
kaft  he  had  the  happinefs  to  fecure  himfelf ;  and 
his  expreflions  were  often  fo  full  of  humour  and 
farcafm,  that,  to  this  day,  they  are  recorded  as 
pieces  of  wit.  Such  was  the  famous  reply  of 
Archy  to  K.  James  I.  when  his  Majefty,  amidft 
all  his  wifdom,  was  fufficiently  infpired  with 
folly,  to  fend  his  only  fon  into  Spain.  But  fools- 
at  prefent  are  no  longer  admired  in  courts ;  or, 
if  they  are,  they  appear  there  without  their  cap 
and  bells. 

And  now,  to  quit  reflec"lions  that  tend  in  ge- 
neral rather  to  terrify  than  to  improve  the  un- 
derftanding,  let  me  obferve,  in  honour  of  my 
friend  Swift,  that  his  eftablifhment  of  an  hofpi- 
tal  for  idiots  and  lunatics  is  remarkably  gene- 
rous ;  as  the  unhappy  perfons  who  receive  the 
benefit,  muft  for  ever  remain  infenfible  of  their 
benefaftoc. 
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An  Account  of  a  MONUMENT  erefted  to 
the  memory  of  DR  SWIFT  in  Ireland, 
taken  from  the  DUBLIN  JOURNAL. 

S  I  R, 

I  Have  at  laft  finifhed  what  you  have  often 
heard  me  wifh  I  might  be  able  to  do,  a  mo- 
nument for  the  greateft  genius  of  our  age,  the 
late  Dean  of  St  Patrick's.  The  thing  in  itfelf  is 
but  a  trifle ;  but  it  is  more  than  I  fhould  ever 
have  attempted,  had  I  not  with  indignation  feen 
a  country  (fo  honoured  by  the  birth  of  fo  great 
a  man,  and  fo  faithfully  ferved  by  him  all  his 
life)  fo  long  and  fo  Ihamefully  negligent  in  ereft- 
ing  fome  monument  of  gratitude  to  his  memory. 
Countries  are  not  wife  in  fuch  a  neglect ;  for 
they  hurt  themfelves.  Men  of  genius  are  en- 
couraged to  apply  their  talents  to  the  fervice  of 
their  country,  when  they  fee  in  it  gratitude  to 
the  memory  of  thofe  that  have  deferved  well  of 
them.  The  ingenious  Pere  Caftell  told  me  at 
Paris,  that  he  reckoned  it  the  greateft  misfor- 
tune to  him  that  he  was  not  born  an  Engliftiman  ; 
and  when  he  explained  himfclf,  it  was  only  for 
this,  that  after  two  hundred  years  they  had 
creeled  a  monument  to  Shakefpear  ;  and  another 
to  a  modern,  but  to  the  gveateft  of  them,  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton.  Great  fouls  are  very  difimerefted 
in  the  affairs  of  life  j  they  look  for  fame  and  im- 
mortality, 
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mortality,  fcorning  the  mean  paths  of  intereft  and 
lucre  :  And,  furely,  in  an  age  fo  mercenary  as 
our's,  men  fhould  not  be  fo  fparing  to  give  pu- 
blic marks  of  their  gi'atitude  to  men  of  fuch  vir- 
tue, dead,  however  they  may  treat  them  living ; 
fince  in  fo  doing,  they  befpeak,  and  almoft  in- 
fure  to  themfelves  a  fucceffion  of  fuch  ufeful  per- 
fons  in  fociety.  It  was  with  this  view  that  I  deter- 
mined to  throw  in  my  mite. 

In  a  fine  lawn  below  my  houfe,  I  have  planted 
an  hippodrome.  It  is  a  circular  plantation,  con- 
fifting  of  five  walks  ;  the  central  of  which  is  a 
horfe-courfe,  and  three  rounds  make  exactly  a 
mile.  All  the  lines  are  fo  laid  out,  that,  from 
the  centre,  the  fix  rows  of  trees  appear  but  one, 
and  form  100  arches  round  the  field  ;  in  the 
centre  of  which  I  have  creeled  a  mount,  and 
placed  a  marble  column  on  its  proper  pedeftal, 
with  all  the  decorations  of  the  order  ;  on  the 
fummit  of  which  I  placed  a  Pegafus,  juft  feem- 
ing  to  take  flight  to  heaven  j  and  on  the  dye  of 
the  pedeftal  I  have  ingraved  the  following  infcrip- 
tion,  wrote  by  an  ingenious  friend  : 
In  memoria m  JONATHAN  SWIFT,  S.  T.  P.  virtjinffari, 

Aonidum  fo?ites  aperis,  divine  poet a , 
Arte  nova  ;  tetkereas  propriis  tit  Pegafus  alis 
Scande  doinos  .•  JEternuw  addet  tua  fama  columns 
Huic  memori  dectis  ;  hie,  tanti  qua  pofftimus  umbram 
Nominis  in  mentem,  facro  revocare  quotannis 
Ludoritni  ritu  juvat ;  hie,  tibi  parvus  honarum 
Offertur  cumulus  :  Lauduni  quo  fine  Quorum 
Copui  claudatur  qul  quterit)  pentis  lertite 
Petiora  fcrutetur,  latumque  interroget  orbem. 
1750. 


I  have  alfo  appointed  a  fmall  fund  for  annual 
premiums  to  be  diftributed  in  the  celebration  of 
games  at  the  monument  yearly.  The  ceremony 
is  to  laft  three  days,  beginning  the  ift  of  May 
yearly.  On  this  day,  young  maids  and  men  in 
the  neighbourhood  are  to  aflemble  in  the  hippo- 
drome, with  their  garlands  and  chaplets  of  flow- 
ers, and  to  dance  round  the  monument,  flnging 
the  praifes  of  this  ingenious  patriot,  and  flrowing 
with  flowers  all  the  place  :  After  which  they 
are  to  dance  for  a  prize  ;  the  beft  dancer  among 
the  maids  is  to  be  prefented  with  a  cap  and  rib- 
bands ;  and  after  the  dance,  the  young  men  are 
to  run  for  a  hat  and  gloves. 

The  fecond  day,  there  is  to  be  a  large  market 
upon  the  ground :  And  the  girl  who  produces 
the  fineft>hank  of  yarn,  and  the  moft  regular 
reel  and  count,  is  to  have  a  guinea  premium  ; 
and  the  perfon  who  buys  the  greateft  quantity  of 
yarn,  is  to  have  a  premium  of  two  guineas. 

The  third  day,  the  farmer  who  produces  the 
beft  yearling  calf  of  his  own  breed,  is  to  have  two 
guineas  premium  ;  and  he  that  produces  the 
faireft  colt  or  filly,  of  his  own  breed  likewife, 
not  over  two  years  old,  (hall  receive  a  premium 
of  two  guineas  alfo. — Thus  the  whole  will  not 
exceed  ten  pounds ;  and  all  thefe  ufeful  branches 
of  our  growth  and  manufacture  will  be  encou- 
raged, in  remembering  the  patron,  who,  with  fo 
much  care  and  tendernefs,  recommended  them 
to  others,  and  cheriflied  them  himfelf.  Iamy  &c. 
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